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The Chamber and the Nation

Bengal Chamber of Commerce (BCC) situated in Kolkata. In addition to the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce, the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce also sent representatives to 
government bodies through their nominations to boards, committees and councils. 

In the second phase (1950-52), the Chamber continued to have representation in 
government and non-government bodies, advisory committees and councils. The Chamber 
representation to Employers Association (MM Ispahani, 1951),325 East Bengal Board of 
Industries (JWE Berry, 1952),326 Foreign Trade Development Council (A Jalil, 1951),327 Jute 
Brokers Association (1951),328 and Narayanganj Municipality (1952)329 are some examples.

The DNCCI Phase (1952-59) saw the Chamber make nearly 35 representations to 
various committees or organizations.330 In this phase, most importantly, the Chamber 
offered representations in educational institutions as well as government and non- 
government bodies and committees such as the Board of Governors, Viqarunnissa Noon 
School (MM Ispahani, 1956, 1957),331 Court of the University of Dhaka (MM Ispahani, 1956, 
AA Kahlon, 1957),332 and the Government College of Commerce, Chittagong (MM Ispahani, 
1953).333 

In the NCCI Phase (1959-79), the Chamber was represented in 90 committees or 
organizations of government, semi- government and autonomous institutions.334 From this 
number, it can be easily seen how the Chamber became the biggest representative trade 
organization of the country. From this phase onwards its representational function 
became an integral part of the Chamber’s work. Along with public ones, the Chamber got 
involved in numerous bodies, councils and committees of non- government and 
autonomous institutions. Some new and noteworthy representations in this phase were in 
the Central Advisory Council for the Ministry of Commerce (YA Bawany, 1965, M Ilahi & 
Rashid Ahmed, 1969, M Ilahi, 1968),335 Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce & 

Foreign Trade (FK Ghuznavi, 1968, 1975),336 Dacca-Narayanganj Electricity Advisory 
Committee (M Ilahi, 1963, 1969),337 Import Advisory Committee of the Chief Controller of 
Imports & Exports (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),338 Management Board for Abandoned 
Properties for Dacca City and Adjoining Areas (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),339 Narayanganj 
Town Development Committee (MA Sattar, 1977),340 Bangladesh Industrial Facilities Board 
(ASF Rahman, 1979),341 and the District Committee for Organizing Cottage and Small 
Industries (Mohsen Ali, 1977, ASF Rahman, 1979).342

In 1979, the Chamber was renamed the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Dhaka (MCCI, Dhaka). The MCCI phase is divided into two parts. In the �irst part 
of this phase (1979-1999), the Chamber continued to help build up a strong economic 
base for the country and was represented in important public bodies as well as 
autonomous committees and organizations. At least 65 such representations were made343 

by the Chamber and it worked successfully to give suggestions and offer its views in these 
bodies, committees and organizations. Some selected important examples of 
representations of this phase are as follows: Advisory Committee to the Commissioners of 
Taxes (K Kamrul Hoda, 1979; KA Huque, 1985, 1990, 1997, 1999),344 Advisory Committee 
for Securities and Exchange Commission (Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),345 Bangladesh Bank’s Co-ordinations Committee (SH Kabir, 1979; Rashid-ul Hasan, 
1985; AKM Ghaffar, 1990),346 Consultative Committee for the National Board of Revenue 
(MR Siddqi, 1985; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1990; Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),347 Training & Employment of Advisory Committee of Dacca Polytechnic Institute 
(FK Ghuznavi, 1978-79),348 Institute of Business Administration, Dhaka University (M Anis 
Ud Dowla, 1982; SH Kabir, MR Siddiqi, 1978-79),349 Inter-Ministerial Committee on Labour 

(FK Ghuznavi, 1979, 1985; Laila Rahman Kabir, 1997, 1999),350 and National Consultative 
Committee on Power (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1979; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1985; SA Azim, 1990; 
Azimur Rahman, 1997).351

In the new millennium the Chamber’s representational functions have become even 
more important than in earlier years. It now has more representations in public bodies, 
advisory committees, advisory boards and advisory councils; consultative committees of 
various ministries; trade organizations; �inancial institutions; various commissions and 
enquiries; urbanization and town development bodies; ports and ICD; the health sector; 
educational and other institutions. Some selected important representations of this current 
phase have been as follows: Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles (MA Awal, 
2002, Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2008, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2008, 2013),352 Advisory 
Committee for Securities and Exchange Commission (Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2002, 2004, 
2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Nihad Kabir, 2013),353 Consultative Committee to the Ministry 
of Commerce (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2004, Latifur rahman, 2008, 
Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),354 Jute & Textile Council of the 
Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (AK Shamsuddin, 2002, Kamran T Rahman, 
2008, 2010),355 National Committee on Exports (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),356 
National Council for Industrial Development, NCID (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013) .357

As was mentioned earlier, almost all leading industrial organizations in the private 
and public sectors are at present members of the Chamber and Chamber representatives 
have been playing signi�icant roles in decision and policy-making in almost all public and 
private bodies, committees and councils of Bangladesh. In serving business responsibly in 
its 110 years history, the Metropolitan Chamber has given representations to over a 
hundred government, non-government, semi-government and autonomous committees 
and organizations. 

Representations in Public Bodies: The Chamber’s representations to public advisory 
committees, advisory boards and advisory councils have been regular features in the 
post-partition phase of the Chamber’s existence. Chamber members have been nominated 

to such bodies regularly and have worked there conscientiously. For example, its 
representations to the East Bengal Board of Industries and the East Bengal Labour 
Advisory Board continued till the middle of the 1950s. In addition, the Chamber also had 
representations in the Narayanganj Municipality; Associated Chamber of Commerce of 
Pakistan; Pakistan Tea Board and Pakistan Tea Licensing Committee. In 1953, two of the 
Chamber representatives were nominated for the Regional Employment Advisory 
Committee for East Bengal. In the same year the then President of the Chamber, Mr A Jalil, 
became a member of the Executive Committee of the Governor’s Refugee Relief Fund.358 In 
the Pakistan Tea Board, the former Chamber President Mr MM Ispahani was active for a 
couple of years as a member of the Tea Board.359 Mr DS Jamal was re-nominated as the 
Chamber’s representative on the East Bengal Railway Advisory Committee after 
completing his two years in 1955.360 In a meeting held on 13 September 1977, the 
Chamber’s representatives on the Panel of Advisers for Private Sector Industries 
constituted by the Planning Commission were chosen. Mr M Anis Ud Dowla and Mr Zeaul 
Huq were selected for two years to represent NCCI in the committee.361

Representations in Educational Institutions: Chamber members were represented in 
various educational and professional institutions of government, semi- government, or 

autonomous bodies. In 1956 and 1957, the Chamber nominated Mr MM Ispahani and Mr 
AA Kahlon to the Court of the University of Dhaka.362 In 1977, the Dean of the Faculty of 
Commerce, University of Dhaka, informed the Chamber that Mr Rashid Ahmed had 
completed his two years tenure and a replacement would be considered on expiry of the 
term.363 This is evidence of the Chamber’s continued representation in the Commerce 
Faculty of the University of Dhaka in that period. 

Representations in Consultative Committees of Ministries: Representations to 
consultative committees of various ministries constitute an important activity of the 
Chamber. Since its NCCI phase (1959-1979), the Chamber has been working with 
numerous ministerial committees. The Ministry of Commerce, Commerce and Foreign 
Trade, Commerce and Industry, Communication and Textile are where the Chamber is 
represented most actively on a regular basis. Mr M Ahad and Mr MH Adamjee represented 
it in an Advisory Council of the Ministry of Commerce in 1963.364 Mr FK Ghuznavi 
represented the Chamber in the Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce and Foreign 
Trade in 1968 and 1975.365 The Chamber was represented in the Advisory Council for 
Ministry of Commerce (Central) by Mr YA Bawany, Mr M Ilahi and Mr Rashid Ahmed in the 
1960s.366 In the MCCI phase, representations in the ministries became even more 
signi�icant. Mr Mostaque Ahmed Siddique and Mr MA Awal represented the Chamber in the 
Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles in 1997 and 1999.367 Consultative 
Committee to the Ministry of Jute & Textiles, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of 
Industries, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of Commerce, Consultative Committee 
to the Ministry of Communications are a few bodies in this phase where Mr Syed Mohsen 
Ali, Mr SH Kabir, Mr Syed Manzur Elahi, Mr Samson H Chowdhury, Mr Mahbub Jamil, Mr MA 
Sattar MP, and Mr MH Khan represented the Chamber and contributed signi�icantly to 
proceedings.368 

Representations in Trade Organizations/Associations: The Chamber became a member 
of the Associated Chamber of Commerce of India (ASSOCHAM) sometime in 1930s and 
continued to be a member till 1947. It received membership in the Associated Chamber of 
Commerce of Pakistan (ASSOCHAP) in 1960s. The Chamber sent representatives to the 
Federation of Chambers of Commerce of the British Empire in 1950,369 to the Federation of 
Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry in 1968,370 and to the Federation of 
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) in 1975.371 The MCCI, Dhaka, is 
still a member of FBCCI and the two organizations have been working together for the 
betterment of trade and commerce in Bangladesh. The Chamber’s members were 
represented in the Pakistan National Committee of International Chamber of Commerce,372 

as well as the Federation of Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan. In addition, the Chamber 
was represented in many other trade organizations and associations. In the 1950s the 

Chamber sent representatives to the Jute Brokers Association373 and the East Bengal Jute 
Dealers Association. The Chamber had representations in export and import-related 
organizations such as the National Export Council, the Export Promotion Council etc. Given 
below is a list of some organizations where the Chamber was represented.

Representations in Financial Institutions: The Chamber has also been represented in 
various �inancial institutions such as stock exchanges, banks and insurance companies. In 
its DNCC phase, Chamber representatives played active roles in the Pakistan Insurance 
Corporation (1951). In the MCCI, Dhaka phase, Mr Samson H Chowdhury (1997) and 

Mahbub Jamil (1999) were actively engaged in working with the Advisory Committee for 
the Securities and Exchange Commission.374 Mr SH Kabir (1978-79), Mr Rashid Ul Hasan 
(1985), and AKM Ghaffar (1990) represented the Chamber in Bangladesh Bank’s 
Co-ordinations Committee.375 

Representations in Commissions and Enquiries: The Chamber’s representations in 
committees of various commissions and enquiries formed by the government have also 
been important in terms of its representational functions. The earliest representations of 
the Chamber on Commissions and Enquiry Committees are Land Reforms Commission 
(1940), Economic Appraisal and Development Enquiry Committee (1952), Commodity 
Price Commission (1952) etc. Other such bodies where the Chamber has been represented 
are listed below: 

Representations in Urbanization and Town Development Bodies: The Chamber has 
nominated its members to different committees constituted for Narayanganj and Dhaka 
Improvement Trust and development bodies. They have played an important role in town 
development. One of the earliest example of representations in such bodies is to be found 
in the workings of the Narayanganj Municipality.376 

Representations in Ports and ICD: The Chamber’s participation and representation in 
committees on Ports and ICD (Internal Container Depot) formed by the government have 
also been very important in terms of its representational functions. The Chamber 
contributed actively to such bodies by nominating members for representation of its 
interests in them. Some of the earliest representations have been in bodies such as the 
Chittagong Port Authority (1959),377 Chalna Anchorage Advisory Committee (1959)378 and 
Chittagong Port Advisory Committee (1984)379. The Chamber has been regularly 
represented in these bodies since then.

Representations in Health Sector: The Chamber had contributed signi�icantly to the 
health sector of the region in general and Bangladesh in particular through its 
representatives in these bodies, councils or committees of the health sector and hospitals. 
In the NCC and DNCC phase, the Chamber nominated two members to the Managing 
Committee of the Victoria Hospital of Narayanganj in 1951.380 In 1952, the DNCC nominated 
Mr EG Stevenson and Mr CEC Guthrie to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the Victoria Hospital 
Committee.381 

Representations in Various Government and Other Committees: Representations of the 
Chamber in government and others non-government and semi-government committees 
have also been very important for it. Some examples of such representations are given 
below: 

The above list clearly indicates the contribution the Chamber has made to the eastern 
part of Bengal as a whole and to Bangladesh in particular. Representations in these sectors 
have facilitated regular dialogue with government, provided scope for advocacy, and 
allowed it to offer feedback on policies and legislation affecting business practices as well 
as to serve on statutory boards and government committees to help formulate policy 
guidelines and set standards that have contributed to the business climate and enhanced 
members’ competitiveness.

4.5 Publications
The Chamber has been publishing journals which are quite distinctive and have been 
well-appreciated at home and abroad. Circulars and bulletins issued at periodic intervals 
are supplied to members by the Chamber free of charge. Providing details of government 
and semi-governments noti�ications; reporting on the impact of legislation; judicial 
decisions in respect of business matters of general interest or signi�icance; publicizing 
trade inquiries and trade and business opportunities; providing information about new 
technologies and opportunities for technology transfer, areas of collaboration, investment 
trends, economic indicators, comparative data and analysis of such data, important events 
within the country and overseas, trade fairs and exhibition of special importance, visiting 
missions and dignitaries; reporting on important activities involving members and other 
similar information have made these publications useful and desirable.

Publications are an essential function of the Chamber and a service it offers to its 
members and the nation. Through its publications, the Chamber attempts to collect and 
disseminate information on business, including export, import, investment and tax 
regulations. The Chamber usually collects government circulars, notices, and statistical 
data from government and other bodies and disseminates information relating to trade, 
commerce and industry among members. It also prepares ‘Position Papers’ on various 
issues and circulates the Chamber’s decisions to its members, the society and the nation. As 
such, its publications have been playing a signi�icant role in the growth and development of 
trade and commerce in the land. The Chamber has various publications and they are 
published regularly. Some publications of the Chamber are Chamber News, Annual Report, 
the Summary of Taxation Rules, Quarterly Review, Tax News, Chamber Bulletin, Telephone 
Directory and the Diamond Jubilee Celebration Volume. In the millennium phase (2000 
onwards), the Chamber entered the digital world and information about it is available on 
the website of MCCI.382 

Research Cell and Preparation of Position Papers: Some major functions of the cell are: 
collecting data on trade and commerce ; maintaining a data-base and evaluating economic 
growth; compiling and analyzing monthly �igures of production in major industries, cost of 
living index, monthly �igures on import and export, and analyzing trends, policy reviews 
and evaluation; examining the budget of the country; preparing the Chamber’s budget 
proposals, and compiling and publishing periodicals. 

The Chamber usually offers its views and ideas on different issues relating to trade, 
investment and macroeconomic policies based on its research counterparts. Research and 
analytical studies are key tools in coming up with information necessary to provide policy 
and advocacy support to the government and to members. MCCI has the capacity to 
conduct qualitative and quantitative research. From time to time, the Chamber conducts 
joint studies and organizes events such as seminars and conferences with government and 
leading research organizations at home and abroad.383 Its regular publications re�lect the 
views and particular position of the Chamber on any number of issues.

For preparing position papers professionally, the research cell of the Chamber makes 
use of the best and most recent data relating to the issue at hand and presents an analysis 
of the relevant data. The analysis provided often indicates how business interests are being 
hurt by existing or proposed regulatory and tax structures and what measures should be 
adopted to relieve the business community in order to promote business development. The 
papers are the basis of the Chamber’s lobbying activities and position on issues 
disseminated through publications in the periodicals of the Chamber.

Regular Publications

Annual Report: The earliest and 
foremost publication of the 
Chamber is its Annual Report. 
This has been in regular 
publication since 1904. Due to 
political turmoil in Bengal 
(1903-08), the First and Second 
World War (1914-19, 1939-45), 
the Great Economic Depression 
(1930s), the Great Bengal 
Famine (1943), Partition of India 
(1947), Natural calamities and 
the War of Independence (1971), 
very few of these reports survive. However, Annual Reports published since 1954 are still 
available. These have become valuable records of the economic development of the region. 

All Reports contain important statistical data covering different aspects of the Country’s 
economic activities, along with other valuable information.

Chamber News is a monthly publication. It 
contains mainly information on recent national 
and international economic events, news about 
Chamber members, country pro�iles, Chamber 
matters, updates on new products, statistical 
overviews of different aspects, articles, news 
briefs on national and international business, 
trade enquiries and business proposals, 
review-related matters etc. Chamber News was 
�irst published in 1977. From 1978, this 
monthly News has been published with the help 
of advertisements provided by member-�irms. 
In the millennium phase, digital technologies 
have been adapted in the make-up and get-up 
process and Chamber News has now got an 
attractive look. This publication has earned 
both national and international reputation as one of the leading economic magazines of the 
region. This in-house magazine is distributed primarily to its members but because of its 
high quality and acceptability, it is also distributed amongst government departments, 

diplomatic missions, Bangladesh missions 
abroad, international economic agencies and 
research institutions at home and abroad. 

Quarterly Review: This is an important 
quarterly publication of the Chamber that 
focuses on the economic situation of 
Bangladesh and highlights performances in 
different macro economic sectors connected 
with trade and industry. It publishes interviews 
of leading entrepreneurs and is aimed at 
building con�idence among businessmen and 
members of the Chamber. The Quarterly Review 
has earned recognition as a quality business 
magazine. 

Bangladesh Economy: The Chamber’s Research Cell prepares a booklet named Bangladesh 
Economy for its members as well as general readers. Every aspect of the Bangladesh 
economy as well as the economic performance of the Country in a �iscal year is covered in 

it. Business growth, agriculture, industry, 
services, investment and saving, monetary 
development, export-import, balance of 
payments, remittance, foreign aid, foreign 
direct investment, foreign exchange reserves, 
the National Budget and new investments are 
some of the topics featured in Bangladesh 
Economy. 

Summary of Taxation Rules: This is a yearly 
publication of the Chamber. It is published 
after the announcement of the Government’s 
Annual Budget. Through the Summary of 
Taxation Rules, the Chamber attempts to 
explain the requirements of the laws in the 
�ield of income tax, customs and excise duties 

and other taxes mentioned in the Budget. 

Telephone Directory: Another yearly publication of the Chamber is Telephone Guide. This 
useful publication of the Chamber compiles 
telephone numbers of important government 
of�icials, diplomatic missions, �inancial 
institutions, trade bodies, stock exchange etc. 
In this Guide, telephone numbers of members 
of the Chamber Committee, Chamber 
Secretariat and Bangladesh Employers 
Federation are included. Important phone 
numbers of semi-government, 
non-government departments and leading 
autonomous organizations are also included 
in this directory. 

Major Economic Indicators of Bangladesh is 
prepared by the Economic Research Cell of 
MCCI. Population and mainly macroeconomic 

aspects, including details of GDP, growth, per capita GDP, agriculture, industry etc. of 
Bangladesh are included in the publication. The major economic indicators of Bangladesh 
are updated annually through this publication.

Occasional Publications
The Diamond Jubilee Publication was brought out in 1979 to commemorate 75 years of the 
Chamber. On that occasion, the Chamber published not only the Annual Report of 1978-79 
as its Diamond Jubilee Year, 1904-1979, but also a particular section separately titled 
Chamber’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration, 1904-1979. in 1987, the Chamber published 
“Industry in Bangladesh” jointly with the Ministry of Industries, Government of 
Bangladesh, and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).384

Contact with the Media
The Metropolitan Chamber maintains close contact with the press and electronic media in 
order to:

•  Disseminate information to the public; 

•  Create public opinion against any changes in government policy which adversely affects 
the interests of the business community;

•  Publicize the activities of the Chamber;
•  Provide instant reaction to a public policy or decision;
•  Provide publicity for any offer of training programs, workshops, seminars and for trade 

delegations; 
•  Circulate news on changes in the chamber e.g. new of�ice bearers; 

• Create public opinion against political activity that disrupts business and commerce.

Initially the Chamber would issue press releases irregularly to articulate its concerns 
on the proposed budget by the government. But from the phase of MCCI, Dhaka (1979-99), 
it started issuing press releases on a regular basis to articulate its concerns not only on the 
proposed budget but also on signi�icant events relating to politics and the economy of the 
country. To create a better socio-political environment, the Chamber urged political parties 
to lower the frequency of hartals and strikes. The Chamber, along with, other leading trade 
bodies of the country, jointly issued press releases to condemn hartals and urged exploring 
alternate means of expressing political differences.

In the Millennium phase, the Chamber continues to issue public statements and press 
releases to articulate its concerns and convey its stand-point to the public on nationally and 
internationally important issues. In this phase, the Chamber has also begun to issue joint 
statements with BGMEA, DCCI, CCCI, FICCI, BTMA, FBCCI and other important trade bodies 
in Bangladesh so that the voice raised by the businessmen is united, powerful and more 
effective than before. Some selected press releases are reproduced from the Annual Reports 
of the Chamber in the Appendices Section. See appendix 22.

4.6 Communication Development
The Chamber operated a courier service from Dhaka to Chittagong and Khulna, from the 
early 1950s. Urgent commercial mail and important documents were collected from 
member-�irms and dispatched by air through this service. The Chamber introduced its 
courier service at the beginning of its DNCC phase.385 Subsequently, the Chamber operated 
its courier service from Dhaka to other parts of the country as well.386 With the advent of 
private courier services, the Chamber discontinued its courier service in 1989. 

The Chamber also offened Telex Service to member-�irms at an earlier period. This 
service helped disseminate urgent messages, like international tenders. It was available for 
member-�irms.387 

During the DNCCI and NCCI phases, the Chamber gave great emphasis on the 
communication sector. It dealt with frequent complaints regarding communication, 
including posts and telegraph, teleprinter services, postal deliveries, communications 
between East and West Pakistan, local telephone charges, railway transport, inland water 
transport and so on.388 For inter-wing shipping communication, the Chamber worked to 
ease problems relating to coastal shipping.389 

For the Teleprinter service, endeavor was made from 1955 onwards for the 
installation of a teleprinter in the Chamber for use of members.390 The Chamber worked 
hard to increase the Trunk Calls circuits between Dacca and Khulna via Kushtia.391 

The Chamber used to assist individual members with telephone service in the 
1960s.392 At that time, the Chamber was greatly concerned about the condition of the 
Dacca-Narayanganj Road. It eventually contributed to the reconstruction of the road.393 

Because of technological developments in communication and other developments, 
the Chamber now does not need to offer these services.

4.7 Annual General Meeting (AGM)
The Chamber organizes its Annual General Meeting (AGM) every December or at another 
convenient time. 

During the pre-liberation period of Bangladesh, the Chief Minister or Governor of East 
Bengal, East Pakistan’s Governor, and sometimes the Governor-General of Pakistan, would 
grace AGMs as the chief guest, which were followed by dinner. During the NCCI phase, 
Chamber’s AGMs were graced by the Governor-General of Pakistan or the Chief Minister of 

East Bengal or the Governor of East Pakistan. In 1953, the Governor General of Pakistan 
Ghulam Muhammed was present as a Chief Guest at the AGM of the Chamber. He accepted 
the invitation to open the new Chamber Building.394 AK Fazlul Haq, Governor of East Bengal, 
addressed the Chamber as the Chief Guest in 1956.394a A large number of dignitaries were 
also invited to be present at the AGM session in this phase. Among them were Mr G David 
(Deputy High Commissioner of UK in East Pakistan) and Mr Goro Tsukamoto (Consul for 
Japan in East Pakistan) who were present in 1956.395 In this phase, Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, HS Suhrawardy, was invited as the Chief Guest but was unable to accept the 
invitation due to other preoccupations.396 

In the �irst part of its NCCI phase, governors of East Pakistan would be regularly 
present at AGMs. Mr Zakir Hossain, the Governor of East Pakistan, addressed the Chamber 
in 1959 and Mr Azam Khan, Governor of East Pakistan in 1960. Mr Abdul Monem Khan 
attended the Chamber AGM on four occasions in the 1960s.397 During this phase 
distinguished guests from Diplomatic Corps, government departments, and trade and 
industry would attend the session. In the Presidential Address the President would talk 
about the overall situation of the country, especially economic challenges that were to be 

overcome. It also covered a wide range of subjects, both national and international. The 
Governor in his address discuss issues raised by the Chamber President.398 

In independent Bangladesh, the Chamber came out of its practice of inviting a Chief 
Guest at the main session of the Annual General Meeting. Instead, the Chief Guest would 
now be invited only to its dinner or luncheon sessions. In 1972, Mr AR Siddiqi, Minister for 
Trade and Commerce, was the �irst such Chief Guest in independent Bangladesh.399 In a 
meeting held in 1974, the Chamber Committee decided that no Chief Guest would 
henceforth be invited to the AGM of the Chamber.400

            THE CHAMBER AND THE NATION

The activities of the Metropolitan Chamber are evidence of its concern not only for the 
interest and well-being of its members, but also for the social and humanitarian causes, 
bene�itting the nation over the decades. Since its inception, the Chamber has stood by the 
people of Bangladesh and has contributed to the establishment of sectors such as 
education, health and environment.

Encouraging members to take part in social and humanitarian services is one of the 
primary objectives of MCCI. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) has always been an 
important focus of the Chamber. In fact, a sub-committee, named ‘Corporate Governance 
and CSR’, has been working actively to this end from 2010. This sub-committee was formed 
to serve the nation in all possible ways and was not con�ined to trade and business-related 
activities. Over the years, the Chamber has rendered many services to the nation by 
contributing �inancially as well as helping otherwise as part of its social and humanitarian 
commitment to the nation. CSR has become an integral part of the Chamber’s mission. 

The Metropolitan Chamber has been playing a leading role primarily to help in the 
economic progress of the country. But, it is aware that such progress depends on taking 
comprehensive and sustainable initiatives elsewhere and these involve making 
contributions to the nation on social and humanitarian fronts. The Chamber has 
contributed immensely to public sectors such as, education and health and has earned a 
solid reputation thereby. It has taken some notable initiatives on environmental issues and 
these are going to be highlighted in this chapter along with the Chamber’s involvement in 
other CSR issues.

5.1 Education Sector
As a part of the benevolent work and social responsibility that it sees as integral to its 
mission, the Metropolitan Chamber has contributed signi�icantly to the education sector of 
the eastern part of Bengal and Bangladesh over the decades. However, because of the 
paucity of sources, the complete picture of Chamber’s philanthropic activities in its NCC 
phase (1904-1950) could not be fully presented. 

It can be inferred though, that the Chamber had some sort of connection to the 
establishment of Narayanganj High School (1885) and Morgan Girls School (1910) in its 
�irst phase. In fact, these two educational institutions were established with the �inancial 
help of some merchants of Narayanganj who were believed to be actively involved in the 
formation of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Narayanganj High School was an 
English medium school. It became a middle school in 1876 and �inally a high school in 1885. 
The school was located on the bank of the Sitalakhya near Netaiganj from 1885 to 1907. 
After 1907, this school received donations from NCC on many occasions and gradually 
became a reputed institution of the area. From 1922 to 1948 the reputation of this 
institution spread far and wide. 

In 1937, when Narayanganj Women’s College was established, local merchants were 
approached for �inancial assistance. Mr RP Saha, the eminent philanthropist and merchant 
of Narayanganj, made a signi�icant contribution to the college. In the 1940s, this college 
became Tolaram Women College. Madanlal Saragi, son of Tolaram Saragi, donated a sum of 
Rs 25 thousand to the College for its development. Tolaram Company was a Marwari �irm 
in Narayanganj and a prominent member of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Not 
only Mr Tolaram, but other merchants of the city associated with NCC, also extended their 
help to the college on various occasions.

5.1.1 Viqarunnisa Noon School: In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon School was established in 
Dhaka by Lady Noon, the wife of Mr Feroj Khan Noon, Governor of East Bengal. The 
Chamber had an important role to play in establishing the school, though economically the 
Chamber was going through a dif�icult time.401 The school began functioning in Bailey Road, 
initially as a preparatory school. In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon appealed to well-to-do people 
including the Chamber of Commerce for �inancial help. Mr AR Faridi, the Chamber 
President at the time, received a letter of appeal for funds of a school which was to be built 
along the lines of an English Public School to accommodate approximately 700 pupils to be 
instructed with the help of well-quali�ied staff. 

In June 1952, the Chamber received a letter from the District Magistrate of Dacca 
mentioning the donation of Rs 10,000 by the Burmah Oil Co. Ltd. towards the school. 
Meanwhile, MM Ispahani and AD Boldy agreed to organize a proper campaign to collect 
funds for the school.402 

In January and February, 1953, the Chamber circulated an appeal to its members and 
collected Rs 28,500. This sum was donated to the school fund.403 The Chamber continued its 
efforts to come up with a substantial donation. Subsequently, Lady Noon corresponded 
once more with the Chamber. Members of the Chamber and af�iliated Associations 
contributed Rs 61,750/- to Viqarun Nisa Girls School.404 In 1953, the Chamber President Mr 
RWN Ferguson was appointed as a member of the Governing Body of the School.405 Later, Mr 
MM Ispahani was also nominated to the Governing Body of the school.

5.1.2 Udayan Bidyalay: Presently known as Udayan Higher Secondary School Dhaka, this 
private higher secondary school was established in 1955 by the University of Dhaka. It is a 
co-educational institution and currently one of the most well-known schools of Dhaka. In a 
Committee meeting held on 27 November, 1973, the Chamber changed its earlier decision 
to make a monthly donation of Tk 250 to the school. Udayan School Authorities had 
requested the Chamber Committee to consider donating a lump sum so that the money 
might be utilized towards the extension of the school building which was needed to meet 
the great rush of students following liberation. The Committee decided that member-�irms 
be requested to contribute at the following rates: Ordinary Member Tk 500 and Associate 
Member Tk 125.406 

The Chamber made further donations to this school afterwards. In a meeting held on 
15 February, 1974, the Chamber Committee noted that it had made a total donation of Tk 
11,500. The Chamber President mentioned in a meeting that the authorities of the Udayan 
School had again approached him to consider giving some more �inancial assistance to help 
them complete the school building. The Committee then decided to donate Tk 10,000 more 
to Udayan School.407 In 1975, the Chamber again donated Tk 10,000 to the institution.408 

5.1.3 The Narayanganj Education Society: The Narayanganj Education Society was 
formed in 1956 under the Society Registration Act, 1860. The aim of the Society was to 
promote quality education among the people of Narayanganj regardless of caste, creed and 
religion. The �irst Executive Committee, consisting of 12 members, included Mr Hanif 
Adamjee of Adamjee Jute Mills Ltd, Mr Ahmad Dada, Mr AKI Abrehani of R Sim & Co. Ltd., 
Mr SL Husain, a banker, Mr JA Hume of Pakbay Co. Ltd., Mr GL Jain, a businessman, Dr AWF 
Rahman, a medical practitioner, Mr AKK Haque of Muslim Commercial Bank Ltd., Mr AG 
Jiwani of Bawa Jute Mills, Mr AK Chatarjee, a legal practitioner and Mr HA Ghani, a 
businessman. Most of them were members of DNCCI. When the Society appealed to the 
Chamber for donations the Chamber forwarded the appeal to its member-�irms so that they 
could contribute.409 

In 1960, the Chamber offered to nonate its Henderson Road land to the Education 
Society for the construction of a school building. However this was not possible due to legal 
complications.410 

5.1.4 Polytechnic Education in East Bengal: In 1953, the East Bengal Government 
appealed to the Chamber for a donation of Rs 7,20,000 for the development of the newly 
established Polytechnic at Tejgaon (Dacca) in East Bengal.411 The Chamber circulated this 
request to its member-�irms. In 1954, Mr A Khalilee, Secretary-Commerce, Labour 
Industries, inquired about the progress of the donation scheme412 and a sub-committee 
recommended a guideline for contributions. In the end, the Chamber managed to collect a 
good amount, which was then handed over to the Project Authority. The fund provided by 
the DNCCI was mainly used for the scholarships of Polytechnic students. In 1955, the 
Chamber received a reminder letter to provide a Stipend Fund for students of the Institute. 
The Chamber provided as many scholarships to the Polytechnic students as it could for 
three more years.413 

5.1.5 Chittagong Public School: In 1953, an appeal to the Chamber was made by Mr MM 
Ispahani to lend support to the construction and running of a public school being set up in 
Chittagong.414 Mr Ispahani, then Director of PIDC, suggested that jute press house owners 
and shippers could each contribute half an anna per bale on all pucca bales handled by 
them. The Chamber agreed in principle to help the Ispahani School but considered giving 
one anna per jute bale too high an amount.415 The Chamber, however, circulated the request 
and in the end a good sum was collected for this purpose.

5.1.6 Institute of Business Administration, University of Dhaka: University of Dhaka, 
with the help of the Ford Foundation, set up the Institute of Business Administration. Dr 
Olescanin, the �irst Adviser of this Institute, invited the Committee members of NCCI and 

they met him under the leadership of Mr YA Bawani, the then President of the Chamber. A 
two year course was started in that year with 35 students. The idea was to provide students 
with an education which would be different from traditional business education. Students 
would now be trained to hold senior positions in business and handle day to day as well 
as long-term �inancial and marketing problems. The Government provided a set up fund 

of Rs 30,000. NCCI took great interest in this project and was of the view that this would go 
a long way towards ful�illing the genuine need for trained senior executives in the province. 
The Chamber assured the Adviser, that it would do everything possible to make the 
Institute a success. After independence, MCCI continued to nominate members to IBA. MR 
Siddiqui (1979-80 and 1986-89), M Anis Ud Dowla (1982) and SH Kabir (1983-85) were 
thus nominated to its Academic Board.416 

5.1.7 Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund: The deed of the 
‘Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund’ was registered in 1979. 
Subsequently, the Fund was approved by the National Board of Revenue and it came into 
existence after the necessary formalities were complted, on 3 July, 1979.417 

5.1.8 Jamiat-Ul-Falah: The Committee considered a request for donation to the 
Jamiat-ul-Falah, a philanthropic organization entrusted with the setting up of an Islamic 
Research Centre, Welfare Complex and a mosque in Chittagong. The Committee considered 
the request and decided that Chamber members should donate generously to the Fund. The 
Chamber approached a number of selected member-�irms and arranged for a substantial 
donation to the Fund.418 

5.1.9 Eighth Pakistan Science Conference: The Chamber received an appeal from the “8th 
Pakistan Science Conference” for a donation to meet the costs of the conference, which was 
to be attended by distinguished scientists from abroad. The Committee considered that this 
was a cause worthy of support and a circular was issued to members recommending that 
they should contribute. In the Committee’s view, a donation of Rs 100 was considered 
reasonable and a recommendation to members was made accordingly.419 In 1968 and 1970, 
the Chamber contributed towards the expenses of the “All Pakistan Science Conference.”420 

The Chamber worked assiduously with schools, colleges, institutes, training 
companies, madrashas and other educational bodies (government and non-government) 
and assisted them in various ways. In January 1965, the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Pakistan (Dacca Region) asked the Chamber to contribute for the 

construction of their building.421 The Chamber agreed to do so and asked its member to 
donate a sum of Rs 100 each to this Institute. Apart from the above mentioned educational 
institutes, the Chamber extended its generous help to set up the Narayanganj HE School 
(1953), Trade Union Workers Training Institute (1955), Dacca Law College (1957), 
University Of�icers Training Corps. (UOTC) (1958), St. Joseph’s School, Dacca (1959), 
Narayanganj Senior Islamia Madrasha (1960), East Regional Laboratory Science High 
School (1968), and Narayanganj English Preparatory School (1968). Donations were made 
to St. Joseph’s School (1959) and Udayan School, Dacca (1957) for construction of their 
buildings and expansion of rooms. The Chamber also came forward to provide �inancial 
help for the East-Pakistan Educational Week and Pakistan History and Museum Conference 
(1953), and for an excursion tour undertaken by Tolaram College students to travel to West 
Pakistan in 1970.422 The Chamber also extended its help to Mr Harun-ur Rashid, a lecturer 
of the University of Chittagong for working on his PhD in Japan in 1977.423 

5.2 Health Sector
As a part of its benevolent work and social responsibility, the Metropolitan Chamber has 
always contributed handsomely to the health sector in this region. The Chamber made a 
noteworthy contribution to Victoria Hospital in Narayanganj in 1950s and Holy Family 
Hospital in Dhaka in the 1950s and 60s. 

5.2.1 Victoria Hospital: Victoria Hospital was the �irst hospital set up in Narayanganj. It 
was established in 1885 by the municipality with �inancial contributions from Harakanta 
Banerjee.424 Subsequently, it was handed over to the municipality. In 1939, the Chamber 
Committee extended its help for development of the Hospital. The Chamber received an 
appeal for donations for the maintenance and upkeep of the institution which was run on 
voluntary subscription.425 The donation made to Victoria Hospital was one of the much 
appreciated initiatives undertaken by the Chamber in the 1950s.426 

The Honorary Secretary of Victoria Hospital requested Narayanganj Chamber to 
provide �inancial help to it in 1950 and the Chamber did so. At the request of the Hospital 
Committee, member-�irms of the Chamber contributed to the Victoria Hospital’s ‘Poor 
Patient Fund’427 for a long time. To increase its assistance, the Chamber made an appeal to 

its member-�irms for voluntary subscriptions. A Women’s organization also approached 
the Chamber for donation to the female ward of Victoria Hospital.428 The Chamber referred 
its appeal to members. In a meeting held on 1 May 1951, the Chamber received a proposal  
from the Sub-Divisional Of�icer, Narayanganj to send a representative to the Hospital 
Committee so that member-�irms could continue their donations to the Hospital. The 
Chamber Committee accepted the offer and pointed out that most member-�irms were 
donating money to the Hospital on a regular basis.429 

In 1952, DNCC nominated Capt. EG Stevenson of Bangla-Assam Steamship Co. Ltd. and 
Mr CEC Guthrie of IGN & RSN Co. Ltd. to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the ‘Victoria Hospital 
Committee’.430 As per records, though Victoria Hospital was under the management of the 
Municipality, the management of this fund was under the disposal of the Hospital 
Committee. In 1956, the Chamber Committee decided that the balance of the fund would be 
donated to Holy Family Hospital on certain terms and conditions. In 1959, the SDO of 
Narayanganj again requested the Chamber to continue contributing to Victoria Hospital.

5.2.2 Dacca Ladies Club Poor Patients Fund: In response to a request from Dacca Ladies 
Club, in 1953, the Chamber contributed Rs 150 from its own fund and requested the 
Pakistan Jute Association to consider donating a similar amount for the Club’s “Poor 
Patients Fund”.431

5.2.3 Holy Family Hospital Scheme: In March 1953, the Chamber President Mr RWN 
Ferguson was approached by the sisters of Holy Family Hospital to contribute to the Holy 
Family Hospital Scheme. In response, the Chamber initiated a scheme for medical 
treatment of Chamber employees based on donations made to Holy Family Hospital.432 In 
order to implement the scheme, an Adhoc Committee was formed consisting of Mr AD 
Boldy and Mr AB Baike of the Chamber. In June 1953, the Chamber issued a circular in 
regard to donation policy and a sub-committee was assigned to draw up recommendations 
on donations and the medical scheme. Mr MM Ispahani, Mr Ferguson and Mr Boldy were 
members of the Sub Committee.433

DNCCI gave donations for the development of Holy Family Hospital in return for 
treatment facilities for Chamber staff. In 1956, the balance of the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ was 
handed over to Holy Family Hospital on condition that a certain number of beds would be 

reserved in the maternity wards for poor patients from Narayanganj who would be 
screened by the Fund managers and sent to Holy Family Hospital for free treatment 
through a Screening Committee.434 However, this idea was ultimately dropped as some 
donors balked at this system and since the government did not approve the transfer of the 
‘Poor Patient’s Fund’ to this hospital. In 1958, the Chamber Secretariat arranged for 
treatment of some of daily patients without prior appointment in the Hospital.435

In 1959, the Hospital Contact Committee of the Chamber consisted of Mrs. Conventry, 
Mr Naser-ud-Deen Khan and Mr Heald, who continued to meet once every month with the 
Holy Family Hospital authorities when matters raised by members of the scheme were 
discussed and reasons for complaints investigated. The Chamber tried to solve all problems 
through regular coordination with the Hospital administration, doctors and patients.436

In 1962, a few member-�irms complained about the services. The Chamber took note 
of the matter and discussed the issue in detail with the Hospital authority.437 In 1965, when 
Holy Family Hospital raised its fees, NCCI agreed to pay according to the revised rate. This 
arrangement with Holy Family Hospital continued till the 1960s.

5.2.4 Dacca Shishu Hospital: After liberation, the Chamber gave donations to the Shisu 
(Children) Hospital Project, Dacca in 1977. In a meeting held on 12 April 1977 with hospital 
authorities the Chamber supported the cause, nathing that Shishu Hospital was a unique 
project and that member-�irms of the Chamber would surely give it spontaneous 
support.438

5.2.5 Others: Apart from these medical schemes, the Chamber extended its support to 
many other health care programs and medical institutions. In the 1950s, for example, the 
Chamber made donations to the “Women’s Small Pox Prevention Committee”. The Chamber  
donated to the program for prevention of Blindness in East Bengal; it also donated to the 
Public Health Day observance events in 1958 and the Malaria Eradication Program. Upon a 
request of Dr Mohammed Ibrahim for construction of the Diabetic Clinic at Segunbagicha, 
NCCI and its member-�irms regularly contributed to the Diabetic Association of Pakistan 
from 1963 to 1965.439 In 1966, the Chamber gave donations to the fund set up for Disabled 
Air Force Personnel, injured during the 1965 war.

Apart from the Chamber making donations to health-related projects, member-�irms 
donated to the Health sector on their own. For instance, Mr MM Ispahani of the Ispahani 
Group established the Ispahani Eye Hospital at Dhaka while Mr RP Saha of Kumudini 
Welfare Trust of Bengal established the biggest private sector hospital in the country in the 
1960s, namely Kumudini Hospital at Mirzapur, Tangail.

5.3 Environment Sector
Presently, the Chamber has been making a signi�icant contribution to the environmental 
sector of Bangladesh. MCCI promoted ‘Environmental Management Program’ with the 
World Bank in 2000; it has taken a part in the campaign launched by the Daily Star for ‘clean 
rivers’ in 2009; and most importantly, it has introduced an Award on the Environment in 
2009.

5.3.1 Environmental Management Program: In response to a proposal from the World 
Bank’s Dhaka of�ice, the Chamber Committee agreed to join its Environmental Management 
Programme for the industrial sector. Under this program, 20 member-organizations of the 
Chamber were selected, whose employees were given training on Environmental 
Management Systems by World Bank experts.440

5.3.2 Discussion on ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’: The chamber is 
concerned about the impact of climate change and is aware that it is a critical issue for 
many countries, including Bangladesh. It thus organized a discussion meeting on 25 August 
2010 entitled ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’ where some members took part 
and exchanged views on the issue. Dr Aynun Nishat, Vice-Chancellor of BRAC University, 
and an eminent environmentalist, apprised members of the latest developments on the 
issue.441

5.3.3 Environmental Initiatives to Prevent Water Pollution: The Chamber associated 
itself with the campaign launched by Daily Star for clean rivers (Buriganga, Sitalakhya, and 
Turag) as part of its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). The committee noted that 
nearly 7500 industrial units have been polluting the three rivers around Dhaka city by 

discharging toxic waste, mainly, textile dyes, printing and washing chemicals and ef�luent 
waste of tanneries. The Committee felt, that MCCI’s association with the campaign would 
make the business community more sensitive to the issue of environmental degradation 
and induce business enterprises to introduce ef�luent treatment measures. Accordingly, a 
delegation from the Chamber called on the editor of the Daily Star on June 06, 2009, to 
articulate the chamber’s desire to support the campaign to mitigate the consequences of 
polluted river water.442 The editor and publisher of Daily Star Mr Mahfuz Anam expressed 
gratitude for MCCI’s support in favour of the campaign launched by Daily Star for clear 
rivers. The committee also recognized the need for sending invitations to other leading 
trade bodies to join with MCCI in expressing the business community’s solidarity with the 
campaign for clean rivers.443

As part its drive to support the Daily Star’s Clean Rivers Campaign, the Chamber 
organized a meeting with the heads of some major trade bodies and associations at the 
Chamber Building on 15 July 2009 to discuss the issue of environment pollution, 
particularly the pollution of the three rivers encircling Dhaka City and the role and 
responsibilities of the business community in this matter. As a follow up to the solidarity 
expressed for the clean rivers campaign, the Committee decided to invite Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, MP, Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Environment for the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee of the Ministry of Forest and Environment.444

5.3.4 Introducing Award on Environment: The Chamber continued its support towards 
environment protection and the clean river campaign initiated by the Daily Star in 2009. 
The Chamber Committee decided to grant three awards; two to deserving journalists in the 
print and electronic media for outstanding investigative reporting on the clear river 
campaign and one to an enterprise for having taken a commendable program on setting up 
an effective ef�luent treatment plant (ETP). A 5-member committee was set up for selecting 
deserving candidates.445 The award comprised a cash grant of Tk 1 lac;  on annual 
subscription to international magazines, reports and publications on environmental issues 
for a value of up to Tk 50 thousands to deserving journalists and conductors of TV 
programs, and a certi�icate with a crest to the deserving enterprise. The �irst Award 
Selection Committee was headed by Dr Akbar Ali Khan, former Adviser to the Caretaker 

Government. After a vigorous selection process, it selected Mr Pinaki Roy of the Daily Star 
as the best investigative journalist, Mr SM Babu of ATN Bangla as the best investigative 
conductor of TV program on environmental pollution, and Echotex Limited as the best 
enterprise for exemplary initiative undertaken for ef�luent treatment in 2009.446 The Award 
Selection Committee invited nominations of newspaper reports, TV programs, TV feature 
�ilms and commendable initiatives for different treatment and control of ef�luent discharge 
through newspaper advertisements and by issuing letters to TV channels, press clubs, 
editors of newspapers, trade bodies and associations and entrepreneurs. The �irst award 
giving ceremony was held on 2 June, 2010. As per the announcement made by MCCI, Mr 
Pinaki Roy and Mr SM Babu received Taka one lac each, annual subscriptions of 
international magazines, reports and publications up to Taka �ifty thousand, and an MCCI 
plaque. Echotex Limited also received an MCCI plaque as a special award.447

5.3.5 Roundtable on Environment and River Pollution: The Chamber organised a 
roundtable discussion among members of the business community, civil society, media, and 
policy makers at the Chamber’s Conference Hall on 26 July, 2009. Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, Hon’ble Member of the Parliament and Chairman of the Environment 
Sub-Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Environment and Forests, 
was present in the session as the Chief Guest. Other members of Parliament, presidents and 
chairmen of leading trade bodies, the editor of the Daily Star, members of the business 
community, media professionals and past presidents of the Chamber were present and 
took part in the discussion that focused on the respective roles and responsibilities of the 
business community and the government in mitigating environmental challenges. The 
Chamber expressed its commitment to spontaneously support any national program on 
environmental issues, particularly for saving rivers based on the historic 11-point directive 
of the High Court issued on 25 June, 2009. The role of the media, particularly, that of Daily 
Star, was praised, for developing public awareness on the environment. The Honourable 
members of Parliament present commended the role of the Chamber, and thanked it for 
organizing such an event.448



Bengal Chamber of Commerce (BCC) situated in Kolkata. In addition to the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce, the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce also sent representatives to 
government bodies through their nominations to boards, committees and councils. 

In the second phase (1950-52), the Chamber continued to have representation in 
government and non-government bodies, advisory committees and councils. The Chamber 
representation to Employers Association (MM Ispahani, 1951),325 East Bengal Board of 
Industries (JWE Berry, 1952),326 Foreign Trade Development Council (A Jalil, 1951),327 Jute 
Brokers Association (1951),328 and Narayanganj Municipality (1952)329 are some examples.

The DNCCI Phase (1952-59) saw the Chamber make nearly 35 representations to 
various committees or organizations.330 In this phase, most importantly, the Chamber 
offered representations in educational institutions as well as government and non- 
government bodies and committees such as the Board of Governors, Viqarunnissa Noon 
School (MM Ispahani, 1956, 1957),331 Court of the University of Dhaka (MM Ispahani, 1956, 
AA Kahlon, 1957),332 and the Government College of Commerce, Chittagong (MM Ispahani, 
1953).333 

In the NCCI Phase (1959-79), the Chamber was represented in 90 committees or 
organizations of government, semi- government and autonomous institutions.334 From this 
number, it can be easily seen how the Chamber became the biggest representative trade 
organization of the country. From this phase onwards its representational function 
became an integral part of the Chamber’s work. Along with public ones, the Chamber got 
involved in numerous bodies, councils and committees of non- government and 
autonomous institutions. Some new and noteworthy representations in this phase were in 
the Central Advisory Council for the Ministry of Commerce (YA Bawany, 1965, M Ilahi & 
Rashid Ahmed, 1969, M Ilahi, 1968),335 Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce & 

Foreign Trade (FK Ghuznavi, 1968, 1975),336 Dacca-Narayanganj Electricity Advisory 
Committee (M Ilahi, 1963, 1969),337 Import Advisory Committee of the Chief Controller of 
Imports & Exports (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),338 Management Board for Abandoned 
Properties for Dacca City and Adjoining Areas (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),339 Narayanganj 
Town Development Committee (MA Sattar, 1977),340 Bangladesh Industrial Facilities Board 
(ASF Rahman, 1979),341 and the District Committee for Organizing Cottage and Small 
Industries (Mohsen Ali, 1977, ASF Rahman, 1979).342

In 1979, the Chamber was renamed the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Dhaka (MCCI, Dhaka). The MCCI phase is divided into two parts. In the �irst part 
of this phase (1979-1999), the Chamber continued to help build up a strong economic 
base for the country and was represented in important public bodies as well as 
autonomous committees and organizations. At least 65 such representations were made343 

by the Chamber and it worked successfully to give suggestions and offer its views in these 
bodies, committees and organizations. Some selected important examples of 
representations of this phase are as follows: Advisory Committee to the Commissioners of 
Taxes (K Kamrul Hoda, 1979; KA Huque, 1985, 1990, 1997, 1999),344 Advisory Committee 
for Securities and Exchange Commission (Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),345 Bangladesh Bank’s Co-ordinations Committee (SH Kabir, 1979; Rashid-ul Hasan, 
1985; AKM Ghaffar, 1990),346 Consultative Committee for the National Board of Revenue 
(MR Siddqi, 1985; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1990; Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),347 Training & Employment of Advisory Committee of Dacca Polytechnic Institute 
(FK Ghuznavi, 1978-79),348 Institute of Business Administration, Dhaka University (M Anis 
Ud Dowla, 1982; SH Kabir, MR Siddiqi, 1978-79),349 Inter-Ministerial Committee on Labour 

(FK Ghuznavi, 1979, 1985; Laila Rahman Kabir, 1997, 1999),350 and National Consultative 
Committee on Power (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1979; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1985; SA Azim, 1990; 
Azimur Rahman, 1997).351

In the new millennium the Chamber’s representational functions have become even 
more important than in earlier years. It now has more representations in public bodies, 
advisory committees, advisory boards and advisory councils; consultative committees of 
various ministries; trade organizations; �inancial institutions; various commissions and 
enquiries; urbanization and town development bodies; ports and ICD; the health sector; 
educational and other institutions. Some selected important representations of this current 
phase have been as follows: Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles (MA Awal, 
2002, Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2008, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2008, 2013),352 Advisory 
Committee for Securities and Exchange Commission (Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2002, 2004, 
2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Nihad Kabir, 2013),353 Consultative Committee to the Ministry 
of Commerce (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2004, Latifur rahman, 2008, 
Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),354 Jute & Textile Council of the 
Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (AK Shamsuddin, 2002, Kamran T Rahman, 
2008, 2010),355 National Committee on Exports (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),356 
National Council for Industrial Development, NCID (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013) .357

As was mentioned earlier, almost all leading industrial organizations in the private 
and public sectors are at present members of the Chamber and Chamber representatives 
have been playing signi�icant roles in decision and policy-making in almost all public and 
private bodies, committees and councils of Bangladesh. In serving business responsibly in 
its 110 years history, the Metropolitan Chamber has given representations to over a 
hundred government, non-government, semi-government and autonomous committees 
and organizations. 

Representations in Public Bodies: The Chamber’s representations to public advisory 
committees, advisory boards and advisory councils have been regular features in the 
post-partition phase of the Chamber’s existence. Chamber members have been nominated 

to such bodies regularly and have worked there conscientiously. For example, its 
representations to the East Bengal Board of Industries and the East Bengal Labour 
Advisory Board continued till the middle of the 1950s. In addition, the Chamber also had 
representations in the Narayanganj Municipality; Associated Chamber of Commerce of 
Pakistan; Pakistan Tea Board and Pakistan Tea Licensing Committee. In 1953, two of the 
Chamber representatives were nominated for the Regional Employment Advisory 
Committee for East Bengal. In the same year the then President of the Chamber, Mr A Jalil, 
became a member of the Executive Committee of the Governor’s Refugee Relief Fund.358 In 
the Pakistan Tea Board, the former Chamber President Mr MM Ispahani was active for a 
couple of years as a member of the Tea Board.359 Mr DS Jamal was re-nominated as the 
Chamber’s representative on the East Bengal Railway Advisory Committee after 
completing his two years in 1955.360 In a meeting held on 13 September 1977, the 
Chamber’s representatives on the Panel of Advisers for Private Sector Industries 
constituted by the Planning Commission were chosen. Mr M Anis Ud Dowla and Mr Zeaul 
Huq were selected for two years to represent NCCI in the committee.361

Representations in Educational Institutions: Chamber members were represented in 
various educational and professional institutions of government, semi- government, or 

autonomous bodies. In 1956 and 1957, the Chamber nominated Mr MM Ispahani and Mr 
AA Kahlon to the Court of the University of Dhaka.362 In 1977, the Dean of the Faculty of 
Commerce, University of Dhaka, informed the Chamber that Mr Rashid Ahmed had 
completed his two years tenure and a replacement would be considered on expiry of the 
term.363 This is evidence of the Chamber’s continued representation in the Commerce 
Faculty of the University of Dhaka in that period. 

Representations in Consultative Committees of Ministries: Representations to 
consultative committees of various ministries constitute an important activity of the 
Chamber. Since its NCCI phase (1959-1979), the Chamber has been working with 
numerous ministerial committees. The Ministry of Commerce, Commerce and Foreign 
Trade, Commerce and Industry, Communication and Textile are where the Chamber is 
represented most actively on a regular basis. Mr M Ahad and Mr MH Adamjee represented 
it in an Advisory Council of the Ministry of Commerce in 1963.364 Mr FK Ghuznavi 
represented the Chamber in the Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce and Foreign 
Trade in 1968 and 1975.365 The Chamber was represented in the Advisory Council for 
Ministry of Commerce (Central) by Mr YA Bawany, Mr M Ilahi and Mr Rashid Ahmed in the 
1960s.366 In the MCCI phase, representations in the ministries became even more 
signi�icant. Mr Mostaque Ahmed Siddique and Mr MA Awal represented the Chamber in the 
Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles in 1997 and 1999.367 Consultative 
Committee to the Ministry of Jute & Textiles, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of 
Industries, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of Commerce, Consultative Committee 
to the Ministry of Communications are a few bodies in this phase where Mr Syed Mohsen 
Ali, Mr SH Kabir, Mr Syed Manzur Elahi, Mr Samson H Chowdhury, Mr Mahbub Jamil, Mr MA 
Sattar MP, and Mr MH Khan represented the Chamber and contributed signi�icantly to 
proceedings.368 

Representations in Trade Organizations/Associations: The Chamber became a member 
of the Associated Chamber of Commerce of India (ASSOCHAM) sometime in 1930s and 
continued to be a member till 1947. It received membership in the Associated Chamber of 
Commerce of Pakistan (ASSOCHAP) in 1960s. The Chamber sent representatives to the 
Federation of Chambers of Commerce of the British Empire in 1950,369 to the Federation of 
Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry in 1968,370 and to the Federation of 
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) in 1975.371 The MCCI, Dhaka, is 
still a member of FBCCI and the two organizations have been working together for the 
betterment of trade and commerce in Bangladesh. The Chamber’s members were 
represented in the Pakistan National Committee of International Chamber of Commerce,372 

as well as the Federation of Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan. In addition, the Chamber 
was represented in many other trade organizations and associations. In the 1950s the 

Chamber sent representatives to the Jute Brokers Association373 and the East Bengal Jute 
Dealers Association. The Chamber had representations in export and import-related 
organizations such as the National Export Council, the Export Promotion Council etc. Given 
below is a list of some organizations where the Chamber was represented.

Representations in Financial Institutions: The Chamber has also been represented in 
various �inancial institutions such as stock exchanges, banks and insurance companies. In 
its DNCC phase, Chamber representatives played active roles in the Pakistan Insurance 
Corporation (1951). In the MCCI, Dhaka phase, Mr Samson H Chowdhury (1997) and 

Mahbub Jamil (1999) were actively engaged in working with the Advisory Committee for 
the Securities and Exchange Commission.374 Mr SH Kabir (1978-79), Mr Rashid Ul Hasan 
(1985), and AKM Ghaffar (1990) represented the Chamber in Bangladesh Bank’s 
Co-ordinations Committee.375 

Representations in Commissions and Enquiries: The Chamber’s representations in 
committees of various commissions and enquiries formed by the government have also 
been important in terms of its representational functions. The earliest representations of 
the Chamber on Commissions and Enquiry Committees are Land Reforms Commission 
(1940), Economic Appraisal and Development Enquiry Committee (1952), Commodity 
Price Commission (1952) etc. Other such bodies where the Chamber has been represented 
are listed below: 

Representations in Urbanization and Town Development Bodies: The Chamber has 
nominated its members to different committees constituted for Narayanganj and Dhaka 
Improvement Trust and development bodies. They have played an important role in town 
development. One of the earliest example of representations in such bodies is to be found 
in the workings of the Narayanganj Municipality.376 

Representations in Ports and ICD: The Chamber’s participation and representation in 
committees on Ports and ICD (Internal Container Depot) formed by the government have 
also been very important in terms of its representational functions. The Chamber 
contributed actively to such bodies by nominating members for representation of its 
interests in them. Some of the earliest representations have been in bodies such as the 
Chittagong Port Authority (1959),377 Chalna Anchorage Advisory Committee (1959)378 and 
Chittagong Port Advisory Committee (1984)379. The Chamber has been regularly 
represented in these bodies since then.

Representations in Health Sector: The Chamber had contributed signi�icantly to the 
health sector of the region in general and Bangladesh in particular through its 
representatives in these bodies, councils or committees of the health sector and hospitals. 
In the NCC and DNCC phase, the Chamber nominated two members to the Managing 
Committee of the Victoria Hospital of Narayanganj in 1951.380 In 1952, the DNCC nominated 
Mr EG Stevenson and Mr CEC Guthrie to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the Victoria Hospital 
Committee.381 

Representations in Various Government and Other Committees: Representations of the 
Chamber in government and others non-government and semi-government committees 
have also been very important for it. Some examples of such representations are given 
below: 

The above list clearly indicates the contribution the Chamber has made to the eastern 
part of Bengal as a whole and to Bangladesh in particular. Representations in these sectors 
have facilitated regular dialogue with government, provided scope for advocacy, and 
allowed it to offer feedback on policies and legislation affecting business practices as well 
as to serve on statutory boards and government committees to help formulate policy 
guidelines and set standards that have contributed to the business climate and enhanced 
members’ competitiveness.

4.5 Publications
The Chamber has been publishing journals which are quite distinctive and have been 
well-appreciated at home and abroad. Circulars and bulletins issued at periodic intervals 
are supplied to members by the Chamber free of charge. Providing details of government 
and semi-governments noti�ications; reporting on the impact of legislation; judicial 
decisions in respect of business matters of general interest or signi�icance; publicizing 
trade inquiries and trade and business opportunities; providing information about new 
technologies and opportunities for technology transfer, areas of collaboration, investment 
trends, economic indicators, comparative data and analysis of such data, important events 
within the country and overseas, trade fairs and exhibition of special importance, visiting 
missions and dignitaries; reporting on important activities involving members and other 
similar information have made these publications useful and desirable.

Publications are an essential function of the Chamber and a service it offers to its 
members and the nation. Through its publications, the Chamber attempts to collect and 
disseminate information on business, including export, import, investment and tax 
regulations. The Chamber usually collects government circulars, notices, and statistical 
data from government and other bodies and disseminates information relating to trade, 
commerce and industry among members. It also prepares ‘Position Papers’ on various 
issues and circulates the Chamber’s decisions to its members, the society and the nation. As 
such, its publications have been playing a signi�icant role in the growth and development of 
trade and commerce in the land. The Chamber has various publications and they are 
published regularly. Some publications of the Chamber are Chamber News, Annual Report, 
the Summary of Taxation Rules, Quarterly Review, Tax News, Chamber Bulletin, Telephone 
Directory and the Diamond Jubilee Celebration Volume. In the millennium phase (2000 
onwards), the Chamber entered the digital world and information about it is available on 
the website of MCCI.382 

Research Cell and Preparation of Position Papers: Some major functions of the cell are: 
collecting data on trade and commerce ; maintaining a data-base and evaluating economic 
growth; compiling and analyzing monthly �igures of production in major industries, cost of 
living index, monthly �igures on import and export, and analyzing trends, policy reviews 
and evaluation; examining the budget of the country; preparing the Chamber’s budget 
proposals, and compiling and publishing periodicals. 

The Chamber usually offers its views and ideas on different issues relating to trade, 
investment and macroeconomic policies based on its research counterparts. Research and 
analytical studies are key tools in coming up with information necessary to provide policy 
and advocacy support to the government and to members. MCCI has the capacity to 
conduct qualitative and quantitative research. From time to time, the Chamber conducts 
joint studies and organizes events such as seminars and conferences with government and 
leading research organizations at home and abroad.383 Its regular publications re�lect the 
views and particular position of the Chamber on any number of issues.

For preparing position papers professionally, the research cell of the Chamber makes 
use of the best and most recent data relating to the issue at hand and presents an analysis 
of the relevant data. The analysis provided often indicates how business interests are being 
hurt by existing or proposed regulatory and tax structures and what measures should be 
adopted to relieve the business community in order to promote business development. The 
papers are the basis of the Chamber’s lobbying activities and position on issues 
disseminated through publications in the periodicals of the Chamber.

Regular Publications

Annual Report: The earliest and 
foremost publication of the 
Chamber is its Annual Report. 
This has been in regular 
publication since 1904. Due to 
political turmoil in Bengal 
(1903-08), the First and Second 
World War (1914-19, 1939-45), 
the Great Economic Depression 
(1930s), the Great Bengal 
Famine (1943), Partition of India 
(1947), Natural calamities and 
the War of Independence (1971), 
very few of these reports survive. However, Annual Reports published since 1954 are still 
available. These have become valuable records of the economic development of the region. 

All Reports contain important statistical data covering different aspects of the Country’s 
economic activities, along with other valuable information.

Chamber News is a monthly publication. It 
contains mainly information on recent national 
and international economic events, news about 
Chamber members, country pro�iles, Chamber 
matters, updates on new products, statistical 
overviews of different aspects, articles, news 
briefs on national and international business, 
trade enquiries and business proposals, 
review-related matters etc. Chamber News was 
�irst published in 1977. From 1978, this 
monthly News has been published with the help 
of advertisements provided by member-�irms. 
In the millennium phase, digital technologies 
have been adapted in the make-up and get-up 
process and Chamber News has now got an 
attractive look. This publication has earned 
both national and international reputation as one of the leading economic magazines of the 
region. This in-house magazine is distributed primarily to its members but because of its 
high quality and acceptability, it is also distributed amongst government departments, 

diplomatic missions, Bangladesh missions 
abroad, international economic agencies and 
research institutions at home and abroad. 

Quarterly Review: This is an important 
quarterly publication of the Chamber that 
focuses on the economic situation of 
Bangladesh and highlights performances in 
different macro economic sectors connected 
with trade and industry. It publishes interviews 
of leading entrepreneurs and is aimed at 
building con�idence among businessmen and 
members of the Chamber. The Quarterly Review 
has earned recognition as a quality business 
magazine. 

Bangladesh Economy: The Chamber’s Research Cell prepares a booklet named Bangladesh 
Economy for its members as well as general readers. Every aspect of the Bangladesh 
economy as well as the economic performance of the Country in a �iscal year is covered in 

it. Business growth, agriculture, industry, 
services, investment and saving, monetary 
development, export-import, balance of 
payments, remittance, foreign aid, foreign 
direct investment, foreign exchange reserves, 
the National Budget and new investments are 
some of the topics featured in Bangladesh 
Economy. 

Summary of Taxation Rules: This is a yearly 
publication of the Chamber. It is published 
after the announcement of the Government’s 
Annual Budget. Through the Summary of 
Taxation Rules, the Chamber attempts to 
explain the requirements of the laws in the 
�ield of income tax, customs and excise duties 

and other taxes mentioned in the Budget. 

Telephone Directory: Another yearly publication of the Chamber is Telephone Guide. This 
useful publication of the Chamber compiles 
telephone numbers of important government 
of�icials, diplomatic missions, �inancial 
institutions, trade bodies, stock exchange etc. 
In this Guide, telephone numbers of members 
of the Chamber Committee, Chamber 
Secretariat and Bangladesh Employers 
Federation are included. Important phone 
numbers of semi-government, 
non-government departments and leading 
autonomous organizations are also included 
in this directory. 

Major Economic Indicators of Bangladesh is 
prepared by the Economic Research Cell of 
MCCI. Population and mainly macroeconomic 

aspects, including details of GDP, growth, per capita GDP, agriculture, industry etc. of 
Bangladesh are included in the publication. The major economic indicators of Bangladesh 
are updated annually through this publication.

Occasional Publications
The Diamond Jubilee Publication was brought out in 1979 to commemorate 75 years of the 
Chamber. On that occasion, the Chamber published not only the Annual Report of 1978-79 
as its Diamond Jubilee Year, 1904-1979, but also a particular section separately titled 
Chamber’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration, 1904-1979. in 1987, the Chamber published 
“Industry in Bangladesh” jointly with the Ministry of Industries, Government of 
Bangladesh, and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).384

Contact with the Media
The Metropolitan Chamber maintains close contact with the press and electronic media in 
order to:

•  Disseminate information to the public; 

•  Create public opinion against any changes in government policy which adversely affects 
the interests of the business community;

•  Publicize the activities of the Chamber;
•  Provide instant reaction to a public policy or decision;
•  Provide publicity for any offer of training programs, workshops, seminars and for trade 

delegations; 
•  Circulate news on changes in the chamber e.g. new of�ice bearers; 

• Create public opinion against political activity that disrupts business and commerce.

Initially the Chamber would issue press releases irregularly to articulate its concerns 
on the proposed budget by the government. But from the phase of MCCI, Dhaka (1979-99), 
it started issuing press releases on a regular basis to articulate its concerns not only on the 
proposed budget but also on signi�icant events relating to politics and the economy of the 
country. To create a better socio-political environment, the Chamber urged political parties 
to lower the frequency of hartals and strikes. The Chamber, along with, other leading trade 
bodies of the country, jointly issued press releases to condemn hartals and urged exploring 
alternate means of expressing political differences.

In the Millennium phase, the Chamber continues to issue public statements and press 
releases to articulate its concerns and convey its stand-point to the public on nationally and 
internationally important issues. In this phase, the Chamber has also begun to issue joint 
statements with BGMEA, DCCI, CCCI, FICCI, BTMA, FBCCI and other important trade bodies 
in Bangladesh so that the voice raised by the businessmen is united, powerful and more 
effective than before. Some selected press releases are reproduced from the Annual Reports 
of the Chamber in the Appendices Section. See appendix 22.

4.6 Communication Development
The Chamber operated a courier service from Dhaka to Chittagong and Khulna, from the 
early 1950s. Urgent commercial mail and important documents were collected from 
member-�irms and dispatched by air through this service. The Chamber introduced its 
courier service at the beginning of its DNCC phase.385 Subsequently, the Chamber operated 
its courier service from Dhaka to other parts of the country as well.386 With the advent of 
private courier services, the Chamber discontinued its courier service in 1989. 

The Chamber also offened Telex Service to member-�irms at an earlier period. This 
service helped disseminate urgent messages, like international tenders. It was available for 
member-�irms.387 

During the DNCCI and NCCI phases, the Chamber gave great emphasis on the 
communication sector. It dealt with frequent complaints regarding communication, 
including posts and telegraph, teleprinter services, postal deliveries, communications 
between East and West Pakistan, local telephone charges, railway transport, inland water 
transport and so on.388 For inter-wing shipping communication, the Chamber worked to 
ease problems relating to coastal shipping.389 

For the Teleprinter service, endeavor was made from 1955 onwards for the 
installation of a teleprinter in the Chamber for use of members.390 The Chamber worked 
hard to increase the Trunk Calls circuits between Dacca and Khulna via Kushtia.391 

The Chamber used to assist individual members with telephone service in the 
1960s.392 At that time, the Chamber was greatly concerned about the condition of the 
Dacca-Narayanganj Road. It eventually contributed to the reconstruction of the road.393 

Because of technological developments in communication and other developments, 
the Chamber now does not need to offer these services.

4.7 Annual General Meeting (AGM)
The Chamber organizes its Annual General Meeting (AGM) every December or at another 
convenient time. 

During the pre-liberation period of Bangladesh, the Chief Minister or Governor of East 
Bengal, East Pakistan’s Governor, and sometimes the Governor-General of Pakistan, would 
grace AGMs as the chief guest, which were followed by dinner. During the NCCI phase, 
Chamber’s AGMs were graced by the Governor-General of Pakistan or the Chief Minister of 

East Bengal or the Governor of East Pakistan. In 1953, the Governor General of Pakistan 
Ghulam Muhammed was present as a Chief Guest at the AGM of the Chamber. He accepted 
the invitation to open the new Chamber Building.394 AK Fazlul Haq, Governor of East Bengal, 
addressed the Chamber as the Chief Guest in 1956.394a A large number of dignitaries were 
also invited to be present at the AGM session in this phase. Among them were Mr G David 
(Deputy High Commissioner of UK in East Pakistan) and Mr Goro Tsukamoto (Consul for 
Japan in East Pakistan) who were present in 1956.395 In this phase, Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, HS Suhrawardy, was invited as the Chief Guest but was unable to accept the 
invitation due to other preoccupations.396 

In the �irst part of its NCCI phase, governors of East Pakistan would be regularly 
present at AGMs. Mr Zakir Hossain, the Governor of East Pakistan, addressed the Chamber 
in 1959 and Mr Azam Khan, Governor of East Pakistan in 1960. Mr Abdul Monem Khan 
attended the Chamber AGM on four occasions in the 1960s.397 During this phase 
distinguished guests from Diplomatic Corps, government departments, and trade and 
industry would attend the session. In the Presidential Address the President would talk 
about the overall situation of the country, especially economic challenges that were to be 

overcome. It also covered a wide range of subjects, both national and international. The 
Governor in his address discuss issues raised by the Chamber President.398 

In independent Bangladesh, the Chamber came out of its practice of inviting a Chief 
Guest at the main session of the Annual General Meeting. Instead, the Chief Guest would 
now be invited only to its dinner or luncheon sessions. In 1972, Mr AR Siddiqi, Minister for 
Trade and Commerce, was the �irst such Chief Guest in independent Bangladesh.399 In a 
meeting held in 1974, the Chamber Committee decided that no Chief Guest would 
henceforth be invited to the AGM of the Chamber.400

            THE CHAMBER AND THE NATION

The activities of the Metropolitan Chamber are evidence of its concern not only for the 
interest and well-being of its members, but also for the social and humanitarian causes, 
bene�itting the nation over the decades. Since its inception, the Chamber has stood by the 
people of Bangladesh and has contributed to the establishment of sectors such as 
education, health and environment.

Encouraging members to take part in social and humanitarian services is one of the 
primary objectives of MCCI. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) has always been an 
important focus of the Chamber. In fact, a sub-committee, named ‘Corporate Governance 
and CSR’, has been working actively to this end from 2010. This sub-committee was formed 
to serve the nation in all possible ways and was not con�ined to trade and business-related 
activities. Over the years, the Chamber has rendered many services to the nation by 
contributing �inancially as well as helping otherwise as part of its social and humanitarian 
commitment to the nation. CSR has become an integral part of the Chamber’s mission. 

The Metropolitan Chamber has been playing a leading role primarily to help in the 
economic progress of the country. But, it is aware that such progress depends on taking 
comprehensive and sustainable initiatives elsewhere and these involve making 
contributions to the nation on social and humanitarian fronts. The Chamber has 
contributed immensely to public sectors such as, education and health and has earned a 
solid reputation thereby. It has taken some notable initiatives on environmental issues and 
these are going to be highlighted in this chapter along with the Chamber’s involvement in 
other CSR issues.

5.1 Education Sector
As a part of the benevolent work and social responsibility that it sees as integral to its 
mission, the Metropolitan Chamber has contributed signi�icantly to the education sector of 
the eastern part of Bengal and Bangladesh over the decades. However, because of the 
paucity of sources, the complete picture of Chamber’s philanthropic activities in its NCC 
phase (1904-1950) could not be fully presented. 

It can be inferred though, that the Chamber had some sort of connection to the 
establishment of Narayanganj High School (1885) and Morgan Girls School (1910) in its 
�irst phase. In fact, these two educational institutions were established with the �inancial 
help of some merchants of Narayanganj who were believed to be actively involved in the 
formation of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Narayanganj High School was an 
English medium school. It became a middle school in 1876 and �inally a high school in 1885. 
The school was located on the bank of the Sitalakhya near Netaiganj from 1885 to 1907. 
After 1907, this school received donations from NCC on many occasions and gradually 
became a reputed institution of the area. From 1922 to 1948 the reputation of this 
institution spread far and wide. 

In 1937, when Narayanganj Women’s College was established, local merchants were 
approached for �inancial assistance. Mr RP Saha, the eminent philanthropist and merchant 
of Narayanganj, made a signi�icant contribution to the college. In the 1940s, this college 
became Tolaram Women College. Madanlal Saragi, son of Tolaram Saragi, donated a sum of 
Rs 25 thousand to the College for its development. Tolaram Company was a Marwari �irm 
in Narayanganj and a prominent member of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Not 
only Mr Tolaram, but other merchants of the city associated with NCC, also extended their 
help to the college on various occasions.

5.1.1 Viqarunnisa Noon School: In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon School was established in 
Dhaka by Lady Noon, the wife of Mr Feroj Khan Noon, Governor of East Bengal. The 
Chamber had an important role to play in establishing the school, though economically the 
Chamber was going through a dif�icult time.401 The school began functioning in Bailey Road, 
initially as a preparatory school. In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon appealed to well-to-do people 
including the Chamber of Commerce for �inancial help. Mr AR Faridi, the Chamber 
President at the time, received a letter of appeal for funds of a school which was to be built 
along the lines of an English Public School to accommodate approximately 700 pupils to be 
instructed with the help of well-quali�ied staff. 

In June 1952, the Chamber received a letter from the District Magistrate of Dacca 
mentioning the donation of Rs 10,000 by the Burmah Oil Co. Ltd. towards the school. 
Meanwhile, MM Ispahani and AD Boldy agreed to organize a proper campaign to collect 
funds for the school.402 

In January and February, 1953, the Chamber circulated an appeal to its members and 
collected Rs 28,500. This sum was donated to the school fund.403 The Chamber continued its 
efforts to come up with a substantial donation. Subsequently, Lady Noon corresponded 
once more with the Chamber. Members of the Chamber and af�iliated Associations 
contributed Rs 61,750/- to Viqarun Nisa Girls School.404 In 1953, the Chamber President Mr 
RWN Ferguson was appointed as a member of the Governing Body of the School.405 Later, Mr 
MM Ispahani was also nominated to the Governing Body of the school.

5.1.2 Udayan Bidyalay: Presently known as Udayan Higher Secondary School Dhaka, this 
private higher secondary school was established in 1955 by the University of Dhaka. It is a 
co-educational institution and currently one of the most well-known schools of Dhaka. In a 
Committee meeting held on 27 November, 1973, the Chamber changed its earlier decision 
to make a monthly donation of Tk 250 to the school. Udayan School Authorities had 
requested the Chamber Committee to consider donating a lump sum so that the money 
might be utilized towards the extension of the school building which was needed to meet 
the great rush of students following liberation. The Committee decided that member-�irms 
be requested to contribute at the following rates: Ordinary Member Tk 500 and Associate 
Member Tk 125.406 

The Chamber made further donations to this school afterwards. In a meeting held on 
15 February, 1974, the Chamber Committee noted that it had made a total donation of Tk 
11,500. The Chamber President mentioned in a meeting that the authorities of the Udayan 
School had again approached him to consider giving some more �inancial assistance to help 
them complete the school building. The Committee then decided to donate Tk 10,000 more 
to Udayan School.407 In 1975, the Chamber again donated Tk 10,000 to the institution.408 

5.1.3 The Narayanganj Education Society: The Narayanganj Education Society was 
formed in 1956 under the Society Registration Act, 1860. The aim of the Society was to 
promote quality education among the people of Narayanganj regardless of caste, creed and 
religion. The �irst Executive Committee, consisting of 12 members, included Mr Hanif 
Adamjee of Adamjee Jute Mills Ltd, Mr Ahmad Dada, Mr AKI Abrehani of R Sim & Co. Ltd., 
Mr SL Husain, a banker, Mr JA Hume of Pakbay Co. Ltd., Mr GL Jain, a businessman, Dr AWF 
Rahman, a medical practitioner, Mr AKK Haque of Muslim Commercial Bank Ltd., Mr AG 
Jiwani of Bawa Jute Mills, Mr AK Chatarjee, a legal practitioner and Mr HA Ghani, a 
businessman. Most of them were members of DNCCI. When the Society appealed to the 
Chamber for donations the Chamber forwarded the appeal to its member-�irms so that they 
could contribute.409 

In 1960, the Chamber offered to nonate its Henderson Road land to the Education 
Society for the construction of a school building. However this was not possible due to legal 
complications.410 

5.1.4 Polytechnic Education in East Bengal: In 1953, the East Bengal Government 
appealed to the Chamber for a donation of Rs 7,20,000 for the development of the newly 
established Polytechnic at Tejgaon (Dacca) in East Bengal.411 The Chamber circulated this 
request to its member-�irms. In 1954, Mr A Khalilee, Secretary-Commerce, Labour 
Industries, inquired about the progress of the donation scheme412 and a sub-committee 
recommended a guideline for contributions. In the end, the Chamber managed to collect a 
good amount, which was then handed over to the Project Authority. The fund provided by 
the DNCCI was mainly used for the scholarships of Polytechnic students. In 1955, the 
Chamber received a reminder letter to provide a Stipend Fund for students of the Institute. 
The Chamber provided as many scholarships to the Polytechnic students as it could for 
three more years.413 

5.1.5 Chittagong Public School: In 1953, an appeal to the Chamber was made by Mr MM 
Ispahani to lend support to the construction and running of a public school being set up in 
Chittagong.414 Mr Ispahani, then Director of PIDC, suggested that jute press house owners 
and shippers could each contribute half an anna per bale on all pucca bales handled by 
them. The Chamber agreed in principle to help the Ispahani School but considered giving 
one anna per jute bale too high an amount.415 The Chamber, however, circulated the request 
and in the end a good sum was collected for this purpose.

5.1.6 Institute of Business Administration, University of Dhaka: University of Dhaka, 
with the help of the Ford Foundation, set up the Institute of Business Administration. Dr 
Olescanin, the �irst Adviser of this Institute, invited the Committee members of NCCI and 

they met him under the leadership of Mr YA Bawani, the then President of the Chamber. A 
two year course was started in that year with 35 students. The idea was to provide students 
with an education which would be different from traditional business education. Students 
would now be trained to hold senior positions in business and handle day to day as well 
as long-term �inancial and marketing problems. The Government provided a set up fund 

of Rs 30,000. NCCI took great interest in this project and was of the view that this would go 
a long way towards ful�illing the genuine need for trained senior executives in the province. 
The Chamber assured the Adviser, that it would do everything possible to make the 
Institute a success. After independence, MCCI continued to nominate members to IBA. MR 
Siddiqui (1979-80 and 1986-89), M Anis Ud Dowla (1982) and SH Kabir (1983-85) were 
thus nominated to its Academic Board.416 

5.1.7 Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund: The deed of the 
‘Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund’ was registered in 1979. 
Subsequently, the Fund was approved by the National Board of Revenue and it came into 
existence after the necessary formalities were complted, on 3 July, 1979.417 

5.1.8 Jamiat-Ul-Falah: The Committee considered a request for donation to the 
Jamiat-ul-Falah, a philanthropic organization entrusted with the setting up of an Islamic 
Research Centre, Welfare Complex and a mosque in Chittagong. The Committee considered 
the request and decided that Chamber members should donate generously to the Fund. The 
Chamber approached a number of selected member-�irms and arranged for a substantial 
donation to the Fund.418 

5.1.9 Eighth Pakistan Science Conference: The Chamber received an appeal from the “8th 
Pakistan Science Conference” for a donation to meet the costs of the conference, which was 
to be attended by distinguished scientists from abroad. The Committee considered that this 
was a cause worthy of support and a circular was issued to members recommending that 
they should contribute. In the Committee’s view, a donation of Rs 100 was considered 
reasonable and a recommendation to members was made accordingly.419 In 1968 and 1970, 
the Chamber contributed towards the expenses of the “All Pakistan Science Conference.”420 

The Chamber worked assiduously with schools, colleges, institutes, training 
companies, madrashas and other educational bodies (government and non-government) 
and assisted them in various ways. In January 1965, the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Pakistan (Dacca Region) asked the Chamber to contribute for the 

construction of their building.421 The Chamber agreed to do so and asked its member to 
donate a sum of Rs 100 each to this Institute. Apart from the above mentioned educational 
institutes, the Chamber extended its generous help to set up the Narayanganj HE School 
(1953), Trade Union Workers Training Institute (1955), Dacca Law College (1957), 
University Of�icers Training Corps. (UOTC) (1958), St. Joseph’s School, Dacca (1959), 
Narayanganj Senior Islamia Madrasha (1960), East Regional Laboratory Science High 
School (1968), and Narayanganj English Preparatory School (1968). Donations were made 
to St. Joseph’s School (1959) and Udayan School, Dacca (1957) for construction of their 
buildings and expansion of rooms. The Chamber also came forward to provide �inancial 
help for the East-Pakistan Educational Week and Pakistan History and Museum Conference 
(1953), and for an excursion tour undertaken by Tolaram College students to travel to West 
Pakistan in 1970.422 The Chamber also extended its help to Mr Harun-ur Rashid, a lecturer 
of the University of Chittagong for working on his PhD in Japan in 1977.423 

5.2 Health Sector
As a part of its benevolent work and social responsibility, the Metropolitan Chamber has 
always contributed handsomely to the health sector in this region. The Chamber made a 
noteworthy contribution to Victoria Hospital in Narayanganj in 1950s and Holy Family 
Hospital in Dhaka in the 1950s and 60s. 

5.2.1 Victoria Hospital: Victoria Hospital was the �irst hospital set up in Narayanganj. It 
was established in 1885 by the municipality with �inancial contributions from Harakanta 
Banerjee.424 Subsequently, it was handed over to the municipality. In 1939, the Chamber 
Committee extended its help for development of the Hospital. The Chamber received an 
appeal for donations for the maintenance and upkeep of the institution which was run on 
voluntary subscription.425 The donation made to Victoria Hospital was one of the much 
appreciated initiatives undertaken by the Chamber in the 1950s.426 

The Honorary Secretary of Victoria Hospital requested Narayanganj Chamber to 
provide �inancial help to it in 1950 and the Chamber did so. At the request of the Hospital 
Committee, member-�irms of the Chamber contributed to the Victoria Hospital’s ‘Poor 
Patient Fund’427 for a long time. To increase its assistance, the Chamber made an appeal to 

its member-�irms for voluntary subscriptions. A Women’s organization also approached 
the Chamber for donation to the female ward of Victoria Hospital.428 The Chamber referred 
its appeal to members. In a meeting held on 1 May 1951, the Chamber received a proposal  
from the Sub-Divisional Of�icer, Narayanganj to send a representative to the Hospital 
Committee so that member-�irms could continue their donations to the Hospital. The 
Chamber Committee accepted the offer and pointed out that most member-�irms were 
donating money to the Hospital on a regular basis.429 

In 1952, DNCC nominated Capt. EG Stevenson of Bangla-Assam Steamship Co. Ltd. and 
Mr CEC Guthrie of IGN & RSN Co. Ltd. to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the ‘Victoria Hospital 
Committee’.430 As per records, though Victoria Hospital was under the management of the 
Municipality, the management of this fund was under the disposal of the Hospital 
Committee. In 1956, the Chamber Committee decided that the balance of the fund would be 
donated to Holy Family Hospital on certain terms and conditions. In 1959, the SDO of 
Narayanganj again requested the Chamber to continue contributing to Victoria Hospital.

5.2.2 Dacca Ladies Club Poor Patients Fund: In response to a request from Dacca Ladies 
Club, in 1953, the Chamber contributed Rs 150 from its own fund and requested the 
Pakistan Jute Association to consider donating a similar amount for the Club’s “Poor 
Patients Fund”.431

5.2.3 Holy Family Hospital Scheme: In March 1953, the Chamber President Mr RWN 
Ferguson was approached by the sisters of Holy Family Hospital to contribute to the Holy 
Family Hospital Scheme. In response, the Chamber initiated a scheme for medical 
treatment of Chamber employees based on donations made to Holy Family Hospital.432 In 
order to implement the scheme, an Adhoc Committee was formed consisting of Mr AD 
Boldy and Mr AB Baike of the Chamber. In June 1953, the Chamber issued a circular in 
regard to donation policy and a sub-committee was assigned to draw up recommendations 
on donations and the medical scheme. Mr MM Ispahani, Mr Ferguson and Mr Boldy were 
members of the Sub Committee.433

DNCCI gave donations for the development of Holy Family Hospital in return for 
treatment facilities for Chamber staff. In 1956, the balance of the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ was 
handed over to Holy Family Hospital on condition that a certain number of beds would be 

reserved in the maternity wards for poor patients from Narayanganj who would be 
screened by the Fund managers and sent to Holy Family Hospital for free treatment 
through a Screening Committee.434 However, this idea was ultimately dropped as some 
donors balked at this system and since the government did not approve the transfer of the 
‘Poor Patient’s Fund’ to this hospital. In 1958, the Chamber Secretariat arranged for 
treatment of some of daily patients without prior appointment in the Hospital.435

In 1959, the Hospital Contact Committee of the Chamber consisted of Mrs. Conventry, 
Mr Naser-ud-Deen Khan and Mr Heald, who continued to meet once every month with the 
Holy Family Hospital authorities when matters raised by members of the scheme were 
discussed and reasons for complaints investigated. The Chamber tried to solve all problems 
through regular coordination with the Hospital administration, doctors and patients.436

In 1962, a few member-�irms complained about the services. The Chamber took note 
of the matter and discussed the issue in detail with the Hospital authority.437 In 1965, when 
Holy Family Hospital raised its fees, NCCI agreed to pay according to the revised rate. This 
arrangement with Holy Family Hospital continued till the 1960s.

5.2.4 Dacca Shishu Hospital: After liberation, the Chamber gave donations to the Shisu 
(Children) Hospital Project, Dacca in 1977. In a meeting held on 12 April 1977 with hospital 
authorities the Chamber supported the cause, nathing that Shishu Hospital was a unique 
project and that member-�irms of the Chamber would surely give it spontaneous 
support.438

5.2.5 Others: Apart from these medical schemes, the Chamber extended its support to 
many other health care programs and medical institutions. In the 1950s, for example, the 
Chamber made donations to the “Women’s Small Pox Prevention Committee”. The Chamber  
donated to the program for prevention of Blindness in East Bengal; it also donated to the 
Public Health Day observance events in 1958 and the Malaria Eradication Program. Upon a 
request of Dr Mohammed Ibrahim for construction of the Diabetic Clinic at Segunbagicha, 
NCCI and its member-�irms regularly contributed to the Diabetic Association of Pakistan 
from 1963 to 1965.439 In 1966, the Chamber gave donations to the fund set up for Disabled 
Air Force Personnel, injured during the 1965 war.

Apart from the Chamber making donations to health-related projects, member-�irms 
donated to the Health sector on their own. For instance, Mr MM Ispahani of the Ispahani 
Group established the Ispahani Eye Hospital at Dhaka while Mr RP Saha of Kumudini 
Welfare Trust of Bengal established the biggest private sector hospital in the country in the 
1960s, namely Kumudini Hospital at Mirzapur, Tangail.

5.3 Environment Sector
Presently, the Chamber has been making a signi�icant contribution to the environmental 
sector of Bangladesh. MCCI promoted ‘Environmental Management Program’ with the 
World Bank in 2000; it has taken a part in the campaign launched by the Daily Star for ‘clean 
rivers’ in 2009; and most importantly, it has introduced an Award on the Environment in 
2009.

5.3.1 Environmental Management Program: In response to a proposal from the World 
Bank’s Dhaka of�ice, the Chamber Committee agreed to join its Environmental Management 
Programme for the industrial sector. Under this program, 20 member-organizations of the 
Chamber were selected, whose employees were given training on Environmental 
Management Systems by World Bank experts.440

5.3.2 Discussion on ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’: The chamber is 
concerned about the impact of climate change and is aware that it is a critical issue for 
many countries, including Bangladesh. It thus organized a discussion meeting on 25 August 
2010 entitled ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’ where some members took part 
and exchanged views on the issue. Dr Aynun Nishat, Vice-Chancellor of BRAC University, 
and an eminent environmentalist, apprised members of the latest developments on the 
issue.441

5.3.3 Environmental Initiatives to Prevent Water Pollution: The Chamber associated 
itself with the campaign launched by Daily Star for clean rivers (Buriganga, Sitalakhya, and 
Turag) as part of its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). The committee noted that 
nearly 7500 industrial units have been polluting the three rivers around Dhaka city by 

discharging toxic waste, mainly, textile dyes, printing and washing chemicals and ef�luent 
waste of tanneries. The Committee felt, that MCCI’s association with the campaign would 
make the business community more sensitive to the issue of environmental degradation 
and induce business enterprises to introduce ef�luent treatment measures. Accordingly, a 
delegation from the Chamber called on the editor of the Daily Star on June 06, 2009, to 
articulate the chamber’s desire to support the campaign to mitigate the consequences of 
polluted river water.442 The editor and publisher of Daily Star Mr Mahfuz Anam expressed 
gratitude for MCCI’s support in favour of the campaign launched by Daily Star for clear 
rivers. The committee also recognized the need for sending invitations to other leading 
trade bodies to join with MCCI in expressing the business community’s solidarity with the 
campaign for clean rivers.443

As part its drive to support the Daily Star’s Clean Rivers Campaign, the Chamber 
organized a meeting with the heads of some major trade bodies and associations at the 
Chamber Building on 15 July 2009 to discuss the issue of environment pollution, 
particularly the pollution of the three rivers encircling Dhaka City and the role and 
responsibilities of the business community in this matter. As a follow up to the solidarity 
expressed for the clean rivers campaign, the Committee decided to invite Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, MP, Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Environment for the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee of the Ministry of Forest and Environment.444

5.3.4 Introducing Award on Environment: The Chamber continued its support towards 
environment protection and the clean river campaign initiated by the Daily Star in 2009. 
The Chamber Committee decided to grant three awards; two to deserving journalists in the 
print and electronic media for outstanding investigative reporting on the clear river 
campaign and one to an enterprise for having taken a commendable program on setting up 
an effective ef�luent treatment plant (ETP). A 5-member committee was set up for selecting 
deserving candidates.445 The award comprised a cash grant of Tk 1 lac;  on annual 
subscription to international magazines, reports and publications on environmental issues 
for a value of up to Tk 50 thousands to deserving journalists and conductors of TV 
programs, and a certi�icate with a crest to the deserving enterprise. The �irst Award 
Selection Committee was headed by Dr Akbar Ali Khan, former Adviser to the Caretaker 

Government. After a vigorous selection process, it selected Mr Pinaki Roy of the Daily Star 
as the best investigative journalist, Mr SM Babu of ATN Bangla as the best investigative 
conductor of TV program on environmental pollution, and Echotex Limited as the best 
enterprise for exemplary initiative undertaken for ef�luent treatment in 2009.446 The Award 
Selection Committee invited nominations of newspaper reports, TV programs, TV feature 
�ilms and commendable initiatives for different treatment and control of ef�luent discharge 
through newspaper advertisements and by issuing letters to TV channels, press clubs, 
editors of newspapers, trade bodies and associations and entrepreneurs. The �irst award 
giving ceremony was held on 2 June, 2010. As per the announcement made by MCCI, Mr 
Pinaki Roy and Mr SM Babu received Taka one lac each, annual subscriptions of 
international magazines, reports and publications up to Taka �ifty thousand, and an MCCI 
plaque. Echotex Limited also received an MCCI plaque as a special award.447

5.3.5 Roundtable on Environment and River Pollution: The Chamber organised a 
roundtable discussion among members of the business community, civil society, media, and 
policy makers at the Chamber’s Conference Hall on 26 July, 2009. Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, Hon’ble Member of the Parliament and Chairman of the Environment 
Sub-Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Environment and Forests, 
was present in the session as the Chief Guest. Other members of Parliament, presidents and 
chairmen of leading trade bodies, the editor of the Daily Star, members of the business 
community, media professionals and past presidents of the Chamber were present and 
took part in the discussion that focused on the respective roles and responsibilities of the 
business community and the government in mitigating environmental challenges. The 
Chamber expressed its commitment to spontaneously support any national program on 
environmental issues, particularly for saving rivers based on the historic 11-point directive 
of the High Court issued on 25 June, 2009. The role of the media, particularly, that of Daily 
Star, was praised, for developing public awareness on the environment. The Honourable 
members of Parliament present commended the role of the Chamber, and thanked it for 
organizing such an event.448
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Bengal Chamber of Commerce (BCC) situated in Kolkata. In addition to the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce, the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce also sent representatives to 
government bodies through their nominations to boards, committees and councils. 

In the second phase (1950-52), the Chamber continued to have representation in 
government and non-government bodies, advisory committees and councils. The Chamber 
representation to Employers Association (MM Ispahani, 1951),325 East Bengal Board of 
Industries (JWE Berry, 1952),326 Foreign Trade Development Council (A Jalil, 1951),327 Jute 
Brokers Association (1951),328 and Narayanganj Municipality (1952)329 are some examples.

The DNCCI Phase (1952-59) saw the Chamber make nearly 35 representations to 
various committees or organizations.330 In this phase, most importantly, the Chamber 
offered representations in educational institutions as well as government and non- 
government bodies and committees such as the Board of Governors, Viqarunnissa Noon 
School (MM Ispahani, 1956, 1957),331 Court of the University of Dhaka (MM Ispahani, 1956, 
AA Kahlon, 1957),332 and the Government College of Commerce, Chittagong (MM Ispahani, 
1953).333 

In the NCCI Phase (1959-79), the Chamber was represented in 90 committees or 
organizations of government, semi- government and autonomous institutions.334 From this 
number, it can be easily seen how the Chamber became the biggest representative trade 
organization of the country. From this phase onwards its representational function 
became an integral part of the Chamber’s work. Along with public ones, the Chamber got 
involved in numerous bodies, councils and committees of non- government and 
autonomous institutions. Some new and noteworthy representations in this phase were in 
the Central Advisory Council for the Ministry of Commerce (YA Bawany, 1965, M Ilahi & 
Rashid Ahmed, 1969, M Ilahi, 1968),335 Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce & 

Foreign Trade (FK Ghuznavi, 1968, 1975),336 Dacca-Narayanganj Electricity Advisory 
Committee (M Ilahi, 1963, 1969),337 Import Advisory Committee of the Chief Controller of 
Imports & Exports (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),338 Management Board for Abandoned 
Properties for Dacca City and Adjoining Areas (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),339 Narayanganj 
Town Development Committee (MA Sattar, 1977),340 Bangladesh Industrial Facilities Board 
(ASF Rahman, 1979),341 and the District Committee for Organizing Cottage and Small 
Industries (Mohsen Ali, 1977, ASF Rahman, 1979).342

In 1979, the Chamber was renamed the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Dhaka (MCCI, Dhaka). The MCCI phase is divided into two parts. In the �irst part 
of this phase (1979-1999), the Chamber continued to help build up a strong economic 
base for the country and was represented in important public bodies as well as 
autonomous committees and organizations. At least 65 such representations were made343 

by the Chamber and it worked successfully to give suggestions and offer its views in these 
bodies, committees and organizations. Some selected important examples of 
representations of this phase are as follows: Advisory Committee to the Commissioners of 
Taxes (K Kamrul Hoda, 1979; KA Huque, 1985, 1990, 1997, 1999),344 Advisory Committee 
for Securities and Exchange Commission (Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),345 Bangladesh Bank’s Co-ordinations Committee (SH Kabir, 1979; Rashid-ul Hasan, 
1985; AKM Ghaffar, 1990),346 Consultative Committee for the National Board of Revenue 
(MR Siddqi, 1985; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1990; Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),347 Training & Employment of Advisory Committee of Dacca Polytechnic Institute 
(FK Ghuznavi, 1978-79),348 Institute of Business Administration, Dhaka University (M Anis 
Ud Dowla, 1982; SH Kabir, MR Siddiqi, 1978-79),349 Inter-Ministerial Committee on Labour 

(FK Ghuznavi, 1979, 1985; Laila Rahman Kabir, 1997, 1999),350 and National Consultative 
Committee on Power (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1979; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1985; SA Azim, 1990; 
Azimur Rahman, 1997).351

In the new millennium the Chamber’s representational functions have become even 
more important than in earlier years. It now has more representations in public bodies, 
advisory committees, advisory boards and advisory councils; consultative committees of 
various ministries; trade organizations; �inancial institutions; various commissions and 
enquiries; urbanization and town development bodies; ports and ICD; the health sector; 
educational and other institutions. Some selected important representations of this current 
phase have been as follows: Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles (MA Awal, 
2002, Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2008, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2008, 2013),352 Advisory 
Committee for Securities and Exchange Commission (Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2002, 2004, 
2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Nihad Kabir, 2013),353 Consultative Committee to the Ministry 
of Commerce (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2004, Latifur rahman, 2008, 
Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),354 Jute & Textile Council of the 
Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (AK Shamsuddin, 2002, Kamran T Rahman, 
2008, 2010),355 National Committee on Exports (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),356 
National Council for Industrial Development, NCID (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013) .357

As was mentioned earlier, almost all leading industrial organizations in the private 
and public sectors are at present members of the Chamber and Chamber representatives 
have been playing signi�icant roles in decision and policy-making in almost all public and 
private bodies, committees and councils of Bangladesh. In serving business responsibly in 
its 110 years history, the Metropolitan Chamber has given representations to over a 
hundred government, non-government, semi-government and autonomous committees 
and organizations. 

Representations in Public Bodies: The Chamber’s representations to public advisory 
committees, advisory boards and advisory councils have been regular features in the 
post-partition phase of the Chamber’s existence. Chamber members have been nominated 

to such bodies regularly and have worked there conscientiously. For example, its 
representations to the East Bengal Board of Industries and the East Bengal Labour 
Advisory Board continued till the middle of the 1950s. In addition, the Chamber also had 
representations in the Narayanganj Municipality; Associated Chamber of Commerce of 
Pakistan; Pakistan Tea Board and Pakistan Tea Licensing Committee. In 1953, two of the 
Chamber representatives were nominated for the Regional Employment Advisory 
Committee for East Bengal. In the same year the then President of the Chamber, Mr A Jalil, 
became a member of the Executive Committee of the Governor’s Refugee Relief Fund.358 In 
the Pakistan Tea Board, the former Chamber President Mr MM Ispahani was active for a 
couple of years as a member of the Tea Board.359 Mr DS Jamal was re-nominated as the 
Chamber’s representative on the East Bengal Railway Advisory Committee after 
completing his two years in 1955.360 In a meeting held on 13 September 1977, the 
Chamber’s representatives on the Panel of Advisers for Private Sector Industries 
constituted by the Planning Commission were chosen. Mr M Anis Ud Dowla and Mr Zeaul 
Huq were selected for two years to represent NCCI in the committee.361

Representations in Educational Institutions: Chamber members were represented in 
various educational and professional institutions of government, semi- government, or 

autonomous bodies. In 1956 and 1957, the Chamber nominated Mr MM Ispahani and Mr 
AA Kahlon to the Court of the University of Dhaka.362 In 1977, the Dean of the Faculty of 
Commerce, University of Dhaka, informed the Chamber that Mr Rashid Ahmed had 
completed his two years tenure and a replacement would be considered on expiry of the 
term.363 This is evidence of the Chamber’s continued representation in the Commerce 
Faculty of the University of Dhaka in that period. 

Representations in Consultative Committees of Ministries: Representations to 
consultative committees of various ministries constitute an important activity of the 
Chamber. Since its NCCI phase (1959-1979), the Chamber has been working with 
numerous ministerial committees. The Ministry of Commerce, Commerce and Foreign 
Trade, Commerce and Industry, Communication and Textile are where the Chamber is 
represented most actively on a regular basis. Mr M Ahad and Mr MH Adamjee represented 
it in an Advisory Council of the Ministry of Commerce in 1963.364 Mr FK Ghuznavi 
represented the Chamber in the Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce and Foreign 
Trade in 1968 and 1975.365 The Chamber was represented in the Advisory Council for 
Ministry of Commerce (Central) by Mr YA Bawany, Mr M Ilahi and Mr Rashid Ahmed in the 
1960s.366 In the MCCI phase, representations in the ministries became even more 
signi�icant. Mr Mostaque Ahmed Siddique and Mr MA Awal represented the Chamber in the 
Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles in 1997 and 1999.367 Consultative 
Committee to the Ministry of Jute & Textiles, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of 
Industries, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of Commerce, Consultative Committee 
to the Ministry of Communications are a few bodies in this phase where Mr Syed Mohsen 
Ali, Mr SH Kabir, Mr Syed Manzur Elahi, Mr Samson H Chowdhury, Mr Mahbub Jamil, Mr MA 
Sattar MP, and Mr MH Khan represented the Chamber and contributed signi�icantly to 
proceedings.368 

Representations in Trade Organizations/Associations: The Chamber became a member 
of the Associated Chamber of Commerce of India (ASSOCHAM) sometime in 1930s and 
continued to be a member till 1947. It received membership in the Associated Chamber of 
Commerce of Pakistan (ASSOCHAP) in 1960s. The Chamber sent representatives to the 
Federation of Chambers of Commerce of the British Empire in 1950,369 to the Federation of 
Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry in 1968,370 and to the Federation of 
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) in 1975.371 The MCCI, Dhaka, is 
still a member of FBCCI and the two organizations have been working together for the 
betterment of trade and commerce in Bangladesh. The Chamber’s members were 
represented in the Pakistan National Committee of International Chamber of Commerce,372 

as well as the Federation of Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan. In addition, the Chamber 
was represented in many other trade organizations and associations. In the 1950s the 

Chamber sent representatives to the Jute Brokers Association373 and the East Bengal Jute 
Dealers Association. The Chamber had representations in export and import-related 
organizations such as the National Export Council, the Export Promotion Council etc. Given 
below is a list of some organizations where the Chamber was represented.

Representations in Financial Institutions: The Chamber has also been represented in 
various �inancial institutions such as stock exchanges, banks and insurance companies. In 
its DNCC phase, Chamber representatives played active roles in the Pakistan Insurance 
Corporation (1951). In the MCCI, Dhaka phase, Mr Samson H Chowdhury (1997) and 

Mahbub Jamil (1999) were actively engaged in working with the Advisory Committee for 
the Securities and Exchange Commission.374 Mr SH Kabir (1978-79), Mr Rashid Ul Hasan 
(1985), and AKM Ghaffar (1990) represented the Chamber in Bangladesh Bank’s 
Co-ordinations Committee.375 

Representations in Commissions and Enquiries: The Chamber’s representations in 
committees of various commissions and enquiries formed by the government have also 
been important in terms of its representational functions. The earliest representations of 
the Chamber on Commissions and Enquiry Committees are Land Reforms Commission 
(1940), Economic Appraisal and Development Enquiry Committee (1952), Commodity 
Price Commission (1952) etc. Other such bodies where the Chamber has been represented 
are listed below: 

Representations in Urbanization and Town Development Bodies: The Chamber has 
nominated its members to different committees constituted for Narayanganj and Dhaka 
Improvement Trust and development bodies. They have played an important role in town 
development. One of the earliest example of representations in such bodies is to be found 
in the workings of the Narayanganj Municipality.376 

Representations in Ports and ICD: The Chamber’s participation and representation in 
committees on Ports and ICD (Internal Container Depot) formed by the government have 
also been very important in terms of its representational functions. The Chamber 
contributed actively to such bodies by nominating members for representation of its 
interests in them. Some of the earliest representations have been in bodies such as the 
Chittagong Port Authority (1959),377 Chalna Anchorage Advisory Committee (1959)378 and 
Chittagong Port Advisory Committee (1984)379. The Chamber has been regularly 
represented in these bodies since then.

Representations in Health Sector: The Chamber had contributed signi�icantly to the 
health sector of the region in general and Bangladesh in particular through its 
representatives in these bodies, councils or committees of the health sector and hospitals. 
In the NCC and DNCC phase, the Chamber nominated two members to the Managing 
Committee of the Victoria Hospital of Narayanganj in 1951.380 In 1952, the DNCC nominated 
Mr EG Stevenson and Mr CEC Guthrie to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the Victoria Hospital 
Committee.381 

Representations in Various Government and Other Committees: Representations of the 
Chamber in government and others non-government and semi-government committees 
have also been very important for it. Some examples of such representations are given 
below: 

The above list clearly indicates the contribution the Chamber has made to the eastern 
part of Bengal as a whole and to Bangladesh in particular. Representations in these sectors 
have facilitated regular dialogue with government, provided scope for advocacy, and 
allowed it to offer feedback on policies and legislation affecting business practices as well 
as to serve on statutory boards and government committees to help formulate policy 
guidelines and set standards that have contributed to the business climate and enhanced 
members’ competitiveness.

4.5 Publications
The Chamber has been publishing journals which are quite distinctive and have been 
well-appreciated at home and abroad. Circulars and bulletins issued at periodic intervals 
are supplied to members by the Chamber free of charge. Providing details of government 
and semi-governments noti�ications; reporting on the impact of legislation; judicial 
decisions in respect of business matters of general interest or signi�icance; publicizing 
trade inquiries and trade and business opportunities; providing information about new 
technologies and opportunities for technology transfer, areas of collaboration, investment 
trends, economic indicators, comparative data and analysis of such data, important events 
within the country and overseas, trade fairs and exhibition of special importance, visiting 
missions and dignitaries; reporting on important activities involving members and other 
similar information have made these publications useful and desirable.

Publications are an essential function of the Chamber and a service it offers to its 
members and the nation. Through its publications, the Chamber attempts to collect and 
disseminate information on business, including export, import, investment and tax 
regulations. The Chamber usually collects government circulars, notices, and statistical 
data from government and other bodies and disseminates information relating to trade, 
commerce and industry among members. It also prepares ‘Position Papers’ on various 
issues and circulates the Chamber’s decisions to its members, the society and the nation. As 
such, its publications have been playing a signi�icant role in the growth and development of 
trade and commerce in the land. The Chamber has various publications and they are 
published regularly. Some publications of the Chamber are Chamber News, Annual Report, 
the Summary of Taxation Rules, Quarterly Review, Tax News, Chamber Bulletin, Telephone 
Directory and the Diamond Jubilee Celebration Volume. In the millennium phase (2000 
onwards), the Chamber entered the digital world and information about it is available on 
the website of MCCI.382 

Research Cell and Preparation of Position Papers: Some major functions of the cell are: 
collecting data on trade and commerce ; maintaining a data-base and evaluating economic 
growth; compiling and analyzing monthly �igures of production in major industries, cost of 
living index, monthly �igures on import and export, and analyzing trends, policy reviews 
and evaluation; examining the budget of the country; preparing the Chamber’s budget 
proposals, and compiling and publishing periodicals. 

The Chamber usually offers its views and ideas on different issues relating to trade, 
investment and macroeconomic policies based on its research counterparts. Research and 
analytical studies are key tools in coming up with information necessary to provide policy 
and advocacy support to the government and to members. MCCI has the capacity to 
conduct qualitative and quantitative research. From time to time, the Chamber conducts 
joint studies and organizes events such as seminars and conferences with government and 
leading research organizations at home and abroad.383 Its regular publications re�lect the 
views and particular position of the Chamber on any number of issues.

For preparing position papers professionally, the research cell of the Chamber makes 
use of the best and most recent data relating to the issue at hand and presents an analysis 
of the relevant data. The analysis provided often indicates how business interests are being 
hurt by existing or proposed regulatory and tax structures and what measures should be 
adopted to relieve the business community in order to promote business development. The 
papers are the basis of the Chamber’s lobbying activities and position on issues 
disseminated through publications in the periodicals of the Chamber.

Regular Publications

Annual Report: The earliest and 
foremost publication of the 
Chamber is its Annual Report. 
This has been in regular 
publication since 1904. Due to 
political turmoil in Bengal 
(1903-08), the First and Second 
World War (1914-19, 1939-45), 
the Great Economic Depression 
(1930s), the Great Bengal 
Famine (1943), Partition of India 
(1947), Natural calamities and 
the War of Independence (1971), 
very few of these reports survive. However, Annual Reports published since 1954 are still 
available. These have become valuable records of the economic development of the region. 

All Reports contain important statistical data covering different aspects of the Country’s 
economic activities, along with other valuable information.

Chamber News is a monthly publication. It 
contains mainly information on recent national 
and international economic events, news about 
Chamber members, country pro�iles, Chamber 
matters, updates on new products, statistical 
overviews of different aspects, articles, news 
briefs on national and international business, 
trade enquiries and business proposals, 
review-related matters etc. Chamber News was 
�irst published in 1977. From 1978, this 
monthly News has been published with the help 
of advertisements provided by member-�irms. 
In the millennium phase, digital technologies 
have been adapted in the make-up and get-up 
process and Chamber News has now got an 
attractive look. This publication has earned 
both national and international reputation as one of the leading economic magazines of the 
region. This in-house magazine is distributed primarily to its members but because of its 
high quality and acceptability, it is also distributed amongst government departments, 

diplomatic missions, Bangladesh missions 
abroad, international economic agencies and 
research institutions at home and abroad. 

Quarterly Review: This is an important 
quarterly publication of the Chamber that 
focuses on the economic situation of 
Bangladesh and highlights performances in 
different macro economic sectors connected 
with trade and industry. It publishes interviews 
of leading entrepreneurs and is aimed at 
building con�idence among businessmen and 
members of the Chamber. The Quarterly Review 
has earned recognition as a quality business 
magazine. 

Bangladesh Economy: The Chamber’s Research Cell prepares a booklet named Bangladesh 
Economy for its members as well as general readers. Every aspect of the Bangladesh 
economy as well as the economic performance of the Country in a �iscal year is covered in 

it. Business growth, agriculture, industry, 
services, investment and saving, monetary 
development, export-import, balance of 
payments, remittance, foreign aid, foreign 
direct investment, foreign exchange reserves, 
the National Budget and new investments are 
some of the topics featured in Bangladesh 
Economy. 

Summary of Taxation Rules: This is a yearly 
publication of the Chamber. It is published 
after the announcement of the Government’s 
Annual Budget. Through the Summary of 
Taxation Rules, the Chamber attempts to 
explain the requirements of the laws in the 
�ield of income tax, customs and excise duties 

and other taxes mentioned in the Budget. 

Telephone Directory: Another yearly publication of the Chamber is Telephone Guide. This 
useful publication of the Chamber compiles 
telephone numbers of important government 
of�icials, diplomatic missions, �inancial 
institutions, trade bodies, stock exchange etc. 
In this Guide, telephone numbers of members 
of the Chamber Committee, Chamber 
Secretariat and Bangladesh Employers 
Federation are included. Important phone 
numbers of semi-government, 
non-government departments and leading 
autonomous organizations are also included 
in this directory. 

Major Economic Indicators of Bangladesh is 
prepared by the Economic Research Cell of 
MCCI. Population and mainly macroeconomic 

aspects, including details of GDP, growth, per capita GDP, agriculture, industry etc. of 
Bangladesh are included in the publication. The major economic indicators of Bangladesh 
are updated annually through this publication.

Occasional Publications
The Diamond Jubilee Publication was brought out in 1979 to commemorate 75 years of the 
Chamber. On that occasion, the Chamber published not only the Annual Report of 1978-79 
as its Diamond Jubilee Year, 1904-1979, but also a particular section separately titled 
Chamber’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration, 1904-1979. in 1987, the Chamber published 
“Industry in Bangladesh” jointly with the Ministry of Industries, Government of 
Bangladesh, and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).384

Contact with the Media
The Metropolitan Chamber maintains close contact with the press and electronic media in 
order to:

•  Disseminate information to the public; 

•  Create public opinion against any changes in government policy which adversely affects 
the interests of the business community;

•  Publicize the activities of the Chamber;
•  Provide instant reaction to a public policy or decision;
•  Provide publicity for any offer of training programs, workshops, seminars and for trade 

delegations; 
•  Circulate news on changes in the chamber e.g. new of�ice bearers; 

• Create public opinion against political activity that disrupts business and commerce.

Initially the Chamber would issue press releases irregularly to articulate its concerns 
on the proposed budget by the government. But from the phase of MCCI, Dhaka (1979-99), 
it started issuing press releases on a regular basis to articulate its concerns not only on the 
proposed budget but also on signi�icant events relating to politics and the economy of the 
country. To create a better socio-political environment, the Chamber urged political parties 
to lower the frequency of hartals and strikes. The Chamber, along with, other leading trade 
bodies of the country, jointly issued press releases to condemn hartals and urged exploring 
alternate means of expressing political differences.

In the Millennium phase, the Chamber continues to issue public statements and press 
releases to articulate its concerns and convey its stand-point to the public on nationally and 
internationally important issues. In this phase, the Chamber has also begun to issue joint 
statements with BGMEA, DCCI, CCCI, FICCI, BTMA, FBCCI and other important trade bodies 
in Bangladesh so that the voice raised by the businessmen is united, powerful and more 
effective than before. Some selected press releases are reproduced from the Annual Reports 
of the Chamber in the Appendices Section. See appendix 22.

4.6 Communication Development
The Chamber operated a courier service from Dhaka to Chittagong and Khulna, from the 
early 1950s. Urgent commercial mail and important documents were collected from 
member-�irms and dispatched by air through this service. The Chamber introduced its 
courier service at the beginning of its DNCC phase.385 Subsequently, the Chamber operated 
its courier service from Dhaka to other parts of the country as well.386 With the advent of 
private courier services, the Chamber discontinued its courier service in 1989. 

The Chamber also offened Telex Service to member-�irms at an earlier period. This 
service helped disseminate urgent messages, like international tenders. It was available for 
member-�irms.387 

During the DNCCI and NCCI phases, the Chamber gave great emphasis on the 
communication sector. It dealt with frequent complaints regarding communication, 
including posts and telegraph, teleprinter services, postal deliveries, communications 
between East and West Pakistan, local telephone charges, railway transport, inland water 
transport and so on.388 For inter-wing shipping communication, the Chamber worked to 
ease problems relating to coastal shipping.389 

For the Teleprinter service, endeavor was made from 1955 onwards for the 
installation of a teleprinter in the Chamber for use of members.390 The Chamber worked 
hard to increase the Trunk Calls circuits between Dacca and Khulna via Kushtia.391 

The Chamber used to assist individual members with telephone service in the 
1960s.392 At that time, the Chamber was greatly concerned about the condition of the 
Dacca-Narayanganj Road. It eventually contributed to the reconstruction of the road.393 

Because of technological developments in communication and other developments, 
the Chamber now does not need to offer these services.

4.7 Annual General Meeting (AGM)
The Chamber organizes its Annual General Meeting (AGM) every December or at another 
convenient time. 

During the pre-liberation period of Bangladesh, the Chief Minister or Governor of East 
Bengal, East Pakistan’s Governor, and sometimes the Governor-General of Pakistan, would 
grace AGMs as the chief guest, which were followed by dinner. During the NCCI phase, 
Chamber’s AGMs were graced by the Governor-General of Pakistan or the Chief Minister of 

East Bengal or the Governor of East Pakistan. In 1953, the Governor General of Pakistan 
Ghulam Muhammed was present as a Chief Guest at the AGM of the Chamber. He accepted 
the invitation to open the new Chamber Building.394 AK Fazlul Haq, Governor of East Bengal, 
addressed the Chamber as the Chief Guest in 1956.394a A large number of dignitaries were 
also invited to be present at the AGM session in this phase. Among them were Mr G David 
(Deputy High Commissioner of UK in East Pakistan) and Mr Goro Tsukamoto (Consul for 
Japan in East Pakistan) who were present in 1956.395 In this phase, Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, HS Suhrawardy, was invited as the Chief Guest but was unable to accept the 
invitation due to other preoccupations.396 

In the �irst part of its NCCI phase, governors of East Pakistan would be regularly 
present at AGMs. Mr Zakir Hossain, the Governor of East Pakistan, addressed the Chamber 
in 1959 and Mr Azam Khan, Governor of East Pakistan in 1960. Mr Abdul Monem Khan 
attended the Chamber AGM on four occasions in the 1960s.397 During this phase 
distinguished guests from Diplomatic Corps, government departments, and trade and 
industry would attend the session. In the Presidential Address the President would talk 
about the overall situation of the country, especially economic challenges that were to be 

overcome. It also covered a wide range of subjects, both national and international. The 
Governor in his address discuss issues raised by the Chamber President.398 

In independent Bangladesh, the Chamber came out of its practice of inviting a Chief 
Guest at the main session of the Annual General Meeting. Instead, the Chief Guest would 
now be invited only to its dinner or luncheon sessions. In 1972, Mr AR Siddiqi, Minister for 
Trade and Commerce, was the �irst such Chief Guest in independent Bangladesh.399 In a 
meeting held in 1974, the Chamber Committee decided that no Chief Guest would 
henceforth be invited to the AGM of the Chamber.400

            THE CHAMBER AND THE NATION

The activities of the Metropolitan Chamber are evidence of its concern not only for the 
interest and well-being of its members, but also for the social and humanitarian causes, 
bene�itting the nation over the decades. Since its inception, the Chamber has stood by the 
people of Bangladesh and has contributed to the establishment of sectors such as 
education, health and environment.

Encouraging members to take part in social and humanitarian services is one of the 
primary objectives of MCCI. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) has always been an 
important focus of the Chamber. In fact, a sub-committee, named ‘Corporate Governance 
and CSR’, has been working actively to this end from 2010. This sub-committee was formed 
to serve the nation in all possible ways and was not con�ined to trade and business-related 
activities. Over the years, the Chamber has rendered many services to the nation by 
contributing �inancially as well as helping otherwise as part of its social and humanitarian 
commitment to the nation. CSR has become an integral part of the Chamber’s mission. 

The Metropolitan Chamber has been playing a leading role primarily to help in the 
economic progress of the country. But, it is aware that such progress depends on taking 
comprehensive and sustainable initiatives elsewhere and these involve making 
contributions to the nation on social and humanitarian fronts. The Chamber has 
contributed immensely to public sectors such as, education and health and has earned a 
solid reputation thereby. It has taken some notable initiatives on environmental issues and 
these are going to be highlighted in this chapter along with the Chamber’s involvement in 
other CSR issues.

5.1 Education Sector
As a part of the benevolent work and social responsibility that it sees as integral to its 
mission, the Metropolitan Chamber has contributed signi�icantly to the education sector of 
the eastern part of Bengal and Bangladesh over the decades. However, because of the 
paucity of sources, the complete picture of Chamber’s philanthropic activities in its NCC 
phase (1904-1950) could not be fully presented. 

It can be inferred though, that the Chamber had some sort of connection to the 
establishment of Narayanganj High School (1885) and Morgan Girls School (1910) in its 
�irst phase. In fact, these two educational institutions were established with the �inancial 
help of some merchants of Narayanganj who were believed to be actively involved in the 
formation of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Narayanganj High School was an 
English medium school. It became a middle school in 1876 and �inally a high school in 1885. 
The school was located on the bank of the Sitalakhya near Netaiganj from 1885 to 1907. 
After 1907, this school received donations from NCC on many occasions and gradually 
became a reputed institution of the area. From 1922 to 1948 the reputation of this 
institution spread far and wide. 

In 1937, when Narayanganj Women’s College was established, local merchants were 
approached for �inancial assistance. Mr RP Saha, the eminent philanthropist and merchant 
of Narayanganj, made a signi�icant contribution to the college. In the 1940s, this college 
became Tolaram Women College. Madanlal Saragi, son of Tolaram Saragi, donated a sum of 
Rs 25 thousand to the College for its development. Tolaram Company was a Marwari �irm 
in Narayanganj and a prominent member of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Not 
only Mr Tolaram, but other merchants of the city associated with NCC, also extended their 
help to the college on various occasions.

5.1.1 Viqarunnisa Noon School: In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon School was established in 
Dhaka by Lady Noon, the wife of Mr Feroj Khan Noon, Governor of East Bengal. The 
Chamber had an important role to play in establishing the school, though economically the 
Chamber was going through a dif�icult time.401 The school began functioning in Bailey Road, 
initially as a preparatory school. In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon appealed to well-to-do people 
including the Chamber of Commerce for �inancial help. Mr AR Faridi, the Chamber 
President at the time, received a letter of appeal for funds of a school which was to be built 
along the lines of an English Public School to accommodate approximately 700 pupils to be 
instructed with the help of well-quali�ied staff. 

In June 1952, the Chamber received a letter from the District Magistrate of Dacca 
mentioning the donation of Rs 10,000 by the Burmah Oil Co. Ltd. towards the school. 
Meanwhile, MM Ispahani and AD Boldy agreed to organize a proper campaign to collect 
funds for the school.402 

In January and February, 1953, the Chamber circulated an appeal to its members and 
collected Rs 28,500. This sum was donated to the school fund.403 The Chamber continued its 
efforts to come up with a substantial donation. Subsequently, Lady Noon corresponded 
once more with the Chamber. Members of the Chamber and af�iliated Associations 
contributed Rs 61,750/- to Viqarun Nisa Girls School.404 In 1953, the Chamber President Mr 
RWN Ferguson was appointed as a member of the Governing Body of the School.405 Later, Mr 
MM Ispahani was also nominated to the Governing Body of the school.

5.1.2 Udayan Bidyalay: Presently known as Udayan Higher Secondary School Dhaka, this 
private higher secondary school was established in 1955 by the University of Dhaka. It is a 
co-educational institution and currently one of the most well-known schools of Dhaka. In a 
Committee meeting held on 27 November, 1973, the Chamber changed its earlier decision 
to make a monthly donation of Tk 250 to the school. Udayan School Authorities had 
requested the Chamber Committee to consider donating a lump sum so that the money 
might be utilized towards the extension of the school building which was needed to meet 
the great rush of students following liberation. The Committee decided that member-�irms 
be requested to contribute at the following rates: Ordinary Member Tk 500 and Associate 
Member Tk 125.406 

The Chamber made further donations to this school afterwards. In a meeting held on 
15 February, 1974, the Chamber Committee noted that it had made a total donation of Tk 
11,500. The Chamber President mentioned in a meeting that the authorities of the Udayan 
School had again approached him to consider giving some more �inancial assistance to help 
them complete the school building. The Committee then decided to donate Tk 10,000 more 
to Udayan School.407 In 1975, the Chamber again donated Tk 10,000 to the institution.408 

5.1.3 The Narayanganj Education Society: The Narayanganj Education Society was 
formed in 1956 under the Society Registration Act, 1860. The aim of the Society was to 
promote quality education among the people of Narayanganj regardless of caste, creed and 
religion. The �irst Executive Committee, consisting of 12 members, included Mr Hanif 
Adamjee of Adamjee Jute Mills Ltd, Mr Ahmad Dada, Mr AKI Abrehani of R Sim & Co. Ltd., 
Mr SL Husain, a banker, Mr JA Hume of Pakbay Co. Ltd., Mr GL Jain, a businessman, Dr AWF 
Rahman, a medical practitioner, Mr AKK Haque of Muslim Commercial Bank Ltd., Mr AG 
Jiwani of Bawa Jute Mills, Mr AK Chatarjee, a legal practitioner and Mr HA Ghani, a 
businessman. Most of them were members of DNCCI. When the Society appealed to the 
Chamber for donations the Chamber forwarded the appeal to its member-�irms so that they 
could contribute.409 

In 1960, the Chamber offered to nonate its Henderson Road land to the Education 
Society for the construction of a school building. However this was not possible due to legal 
complications.410 

5.1.4 Polytechnic Education in East Bengal: In 1953, the East Bengal Government 
appealed to the Chamber for a donation of Rs 7,20,000 for the development of the newly 
established Polytechnic at Tejgaon (Dacca) in East Bengal.411 The Chamber circulated this 
request to its member-�irms. In 1954, Mr A Khalilee, Secretary-Commerce, Labour 
Industries, inquired about the progress of the donation scheme412 and a sub-committee 
recommended a guideline for contributions. In the end, the Chamber managed to collect a 
good amount, which was then handed over to the Project Authority. The fund provided by 
the DNCCI was mainly used for the scholarships of Polytechnic students. In 1955, the 
Chamber received a reminder letter to provide a Stipend Fund for students of the Institute. 
The Chamber provided as many scholarships to the Polytechnic students as it could for 
three more years.413 

5.1.5 Chittagong Public School: In 1953, an appeal to the Chamber was made by Mr MM 
Ispahani to lend support to the construction and running of a public school being set up in 
Chittagong.414 Mr Ispahani, then Director of PIDC, suggested that jute press house owners 
and shippers could each contribute half an anna per bale on all pucca bales handled by 
them. The Chamber agreed in principle to help the Ispahani School but considered giving 
one anna per jute bale too high an amount.415 The Chamber, however, circulated the request 
and in the end a good sum was collected for this purpose.

5.1.6 Institute of Business Administration, University of Dhaka: University of Dhaka, 
with the help of the Ford Foundation, set up the Institute of Business Administration. Dr 
Olescanin, the �irst Adviser of this Institute, invited the Committee members of NCCI and 

they met him under the leadership of Mr YA Bawani, the then President of the Chamber. A 
two year course was started in that year with 35 students. The idea was to provide students 
with an education which would be different from traditional business education. Students 
would now be trained to hold senior positions in business and handle day to day as well 
as long-term �inancial and marketing problems. The Government provided a set up fund 

of Rs 30,000. NCCI took great interest in this project and was of the view that this would go 
a long way towards ful�illing the genuine need for trained senior executives in the province. 
The Chamber assured the Adviser, that it would do everything possible to make the 
Institute a success. After independence, MCCI continued to nominate members to IBA. MR 
Siddiqui (1979-80 and 1986-89), M Anis Ud Dowla (1982) and SH Kabir (1983-85) were 
thus nominated to its Academic Board.416 

5.1.7 Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund: The deed of the 
‘Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund’ was registered in 1979. 
Subsequently, the Fund was approved by the National Board of Revenue and it came into 
existence after the necessary formalities were complted, on 3 July, 1979.417 

5.1.8 Jamiat-Ul-Falah: The Committee considered a request for donation to the 
Jamiat-ul-Falah, a philanthropic organization entrusted with the setting up of an Islamic 
Research Centre, Welfare Complex and a mosque in Chittagong. The Committee considered 
the request and decided that Chamber members should donate generously to the Fund. The 
Chamber approached a number of selected member-�irms and arranged for a substantial 
donation to the Fund.418 

5.1.9 Eighth Pakistan Science Conference: The Chamber received an appeal from the “8th 
Pakistan Science Conference” for a donation to meet the costs of the conference, which was 
to be attended by distinguished scientists from abroad. The Committee considered that this 
was a cause worthy of support and a circular was issued to members recommending that 
they should contribute. In the Committee’s view, a donation of Rs 100 was considered 
reasonable and a recommendation to members was made accordingly.419 In 1968 and 1970, 
the Chamber contributed towards the expenses of the “All Pakistan Science Conference.”420 

The Chamber worked assiduously with schools, colleges, institutes, training 
companies, madrashas and other educational bodies (government and non-government) 
and assisted them in various ways. In January 1965, the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Pakistan (Dacca Region) asked the Chamber to contribute for the 

construction of their building.421 The Chamber agreed to do so and asked its member to 
donate a sum of Rs 100 each to this Institute. Apart from the above mentioned educational 
institutes, the Chamber extended its generous help to set up the Narayanganj HE School 
(1953), Trade Union Workers Training Institute (1955), Dacca Law College (1957), 
University Of�icers Training Corps. (UOTC) (1958), St. Joseph’s School, Dacca (1959), 
Narayanganj Senior Islamia Madrasha (1960), East Regional Laboratory Science High 
School (1968), and Narayanganj English Preparatory School (1968). Donations were made 
to St. Joseph’s School (1959) and Udayan School, Dacca (1957) for construction of their 
buildings and expansion of rooms. The Chamber also came forward to provide �inancial 
help for the East-Pakistan Educational Week and Pakistan History and Museum Conference 
(1953), and for an excursion tour undertaken by Tolaram College students to travel to West 
Pakistan in 1970.422 The Chamber also extended its help to Mr Harun-ur Rashid, a lecturer 
of the University of Chittagong for working on his PhD in Japan in 1977.423 

5.2 Health Sector
As a part of its benevolent work and social responsibility, the Metropolitan Chamber has 
always contributed handsomely to the health sector in this region. The Chamber made a 
noteworthy contribution to Victoria Hospital in Narayanganj in 1950s and Holy Family 
Hospital in Dhaka in the 1950s and 60s. 

5.2.1 Victoria Hospital: Victoria Hospital was the �irst hospital set up in Narayanganj. It 
was established in 1885 by the municipality with �inancial contributions from Harakanta 
Banerjee.424 Subsequently, it was handed over to the municipality. In 1939, the Chamber 
Committee extended its help for development of the Hospital. The Chamber received an 
appeal for donations for the maintenance and upkeep of the institution which was run on 
voluntary subscription.425 The donation made to Victoria Hospital was one of the much 
appreciated initiatives undertaken by the Chamber in the 1950s.426 

The Honorary Secretary of Victoria Hospital requested Narayanganj Chamber to 
provide �inancial help to it in 1950 and the Chamber did so. At the request of the Hospital 
Committee, member-�irms of the Chamber contributed to the Victoria Hospital’s ‘Poor 
Patient Fund’427 for a long time. To increase its assistance, the Chamber made an appeal to 

its member-�irms for voluntary subscriptions. A Women’s organization also approached 
the Chamber for donation to the female ward of Victoria Hospital.428 The Chamber referred 
its appeal to members. In a meeting held on 1 May 1951, the Chamber received a proposal  
from the Sub-Divisional Of�icer, Narayanganj to send a representative to the Hospital 
Committee so that member-�irms could continue their donations to the Hospital. The 
Chamber Committee accepted the offer and pointed out that most member-�irms were 
donating money to the Hospital on a regular basis.429 

In 1952, DNCC nominated Capt. EG Stevenson of Bangla-Assam Steamship Co. Ltd. and 
Mr CEC Guthrie of IGN & RSN Co. Ltd. to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the ‘Victoria Hospital 
Committee’.430 As per records, though Victoria Hospital was under the management of the 
Municipality, the management of this fund was under the disposal of the Hospital 
Committee. In 1956, the Chamber Committee decided that the balance of the fund would be 
donated to Holy Family Hospital on certain terms and conditions. In 1959, the SDO of 
Narayanganj again requested the Chamber to continue contributing to Victoria Hospital.

5.2.2 Dacca Ladies Club Poor Patients Fund: In response to a request from Dacca Ladies 
Club, in 1953, the Chamber contributed Rs 150 from its own fund and requested the 
Pakistan Jute Association to consider donating a similar amount for the Club’s “Poor 
Patients Fund”.431

5.2.3 Holy Family Hospital Scheme: In March 1953, the Chamber President Mr RWN 
Ferguson was approached by the sisters of Holy Family Hospital to contribute to the Holy 
Family Hospital Scheme. In response, the Chamber initiated a scheme for medical 
treatment of Chamber employees based on donations made to Holy Family Hospital.432 In 
order to implement the scheme, an Adhoc Committee was formed consisting of Mr AD 
Boldy and Mr AB Baike of the Chamber. In June 1953, the Chamber issued a circular in 
regard to donation policy and a sub-committee was assigned to draw up recommendations 
on donations and the medical scheme. Mr MM Ispahani, Mr Ferguson and Mr Boldy were 
members of the Sub Committee.433

DNCCI gave donations for the development of Holy Family Hospital in return for 
treatment facilities for Chamber staff. In 1956, the balance of the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ was 
handed over to Holy Family Hospital on condition that a certain number of beds would be 

reserved in the maternity wards for poor patients from Narayanganj who would be 
screened by the Fund managers and sent to Holy Family Hospital for free treatment 
through a Screening Committee.434 However, this idea was ultimately dropped as some 
donors balked at this system and since the government did not approve the transfer of the 
‘Poor Patient’s Fund’ to this hospital. In 1958, the Chamber Secretariat arranged for 
treatment of some of daily patients without prior appointment in the Hospital.435

In 1959, the Hospital Contact Committee of the Chamber consisted of Mrs. Conventry, 
Mr Naser-ud-Deen Khan and Mr Heald, who continued to meet once every month with the 
Holy Family Hospital authorities when matters raised by members of the scheme were 
discussed and reasons for complaints investigated. The Chamber tried to solve all problems 
through regular coordination with the Hospital administration, doctors and patients.436

In 1962, a few member-�irms complained about the services. The Chamber took note 
of the matter and discussed the issue in detail with the Hospital authority.437 In 1965, when 
Holy Family Hospital raised its fees, NCCI agreed to pay according to the revised rate. This 
arrangement with Holy Family Hospital continued till the 1960s.

5.2.4 Dacca Shishu Hospital: After liberation, the Chamber gave donations to the Shisu 
(Children) Hospital Project, Dacca in 1977. In a meeting held on 12 April 1977 with hospital 
authorities the Chamber supported the cause, nathing that Shishu Hospital was a unique 
project and that member-�irms of the Chamber would surely give it spontaneous 
support.438

5.2.5 Others: Apart from these medical schemes, the Chamber extended its support to 
many other health care programs and medical institutions. In the 1950s, for example, the 
Chamber made donations to the “Women’s Small Pox Prevention Committee”. The Chamber  
donated to the program for prevention of Blindness in East Bengal; it also donated to the 
Public Health Day observance events in 1958 and the Malaria Eradication Program. Upon a 
request of Dr Mohammed Ibrahim for construction of the Diabetic Clinic at Segunbagicha, 
NCCI and its member-�irms regularly contributed to the Diabetic Association of Pakistan 
from 1963 to 1965.439 In 1966, the Chamber gave donations to the fund set up for Disabled 
Air Force Personnel, injured during the 1965 war.

Apart from the Chamber making donations to health-related projects, member-�irms 
donated to the Health sector on their own. For instance, Mr MM Ispahani of the Ispahani 
Group established the Ispahani Eye Hospital at Dhaka while Mr RP Saha of Kumudini 
Welfare Trust of Bengal established the biggest private sector hospital in the country in the 
1960s, namely Kumudini Hospital at Mirzapur, Tangail.

5.3 Environment Sector
Presently, the Chamber has been making a signi�icant contribution to the environmental 
sector of Bangladesh. MCCI promoted ‘Environmental Management Program’ with the 
World Bank in 2000; it has taken a part in the campaign launched by the Daily Star for ‘clean 
rivers’ in 2009; and most importantly, it has introduced an Award on the Environment in 
2009.

5.3.1 Environmental Management Program: In response to a proposal from the World 
Bank’s Dhaka of�ice, the Chamber Committee agreed to join its Environmental Management 
Programme for the industrial sector. Under this program, 20 member-organizations of the 
Chamber were selected, whose employees were given training on Environmental 
Management Systems by World Bank experts.440

5.3.2 Discussion on ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’: The chamber is 
concerned about the impact of climate change and is aware that it is a critical issue for 
many countries, including Bangladesh. It thus organized a discussion meeting on 25 August 
2010 entitled ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’ where some members took part 
and exchanged views on the issue. Dr Aynun Nishat, Vice-Chancellor of BRAC University, 
and an eminent environmentalist, apprised members of the latest developments on the 
issue.441

5.3.3 Environmental Initiatives to Prevent Water Pollution: The Chamber associated 
itself with the campaign launched by Daily Star for clean rivers (Buriganga, Sitalakhya, and 
Turag) as part of its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). The committee noted that 
nearly 7500 industrial units have been polluting the three rivers around Dhaka city by 

discharging toxic waste, mainly, textile dyes, printing and washing chemicals and ef�luent 
waste of tanneries. The Committee felt, that MCCI’s association with the campaign would 
make the business community more sensitive to the issue of environmental degradation 
and induce business enterprises to introduce ef�luent treatment measures. Accordingly, a 
delegation from the Chamber called on the editor of the Daily Star on June 06, 2009, to 
articulate the chamber’s desire to support the campaign to mitigate the consequences of 
polluted river water.442 The editor and publisher of Daily Star Mr Mahfuz Anam expressed 
gratitude for MCCI’s support in favour of the campaign launched by Daily Star for clear 
rivers. The committee also recognized the need for sending invitations to other leading 
trade bodies to join with MCCI in expressing the business community’s solidarity with the 
campaign for clean rivers.443

As part its drive to support the Daily Star’s Clean Rivers Campaign, the Chamber 
organized a meeting with the heads of some major trade bodies and associations at the 
Chamber Building on 15 July 2009 to discuss the issue of environment pollution, 
particularly the pollution of the three rivers encircling Dhaka City and the role and 
responsibilities of the business community in this matter. As a follow up to the solidarity 
expressed for the clean rivers campaign, the Committee decided to invite Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, MP, Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Environment for the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee of the Ministry of Forest and Environment.444

5.3.4 Introducing Award on Environment: The Chamber continued its support towards 
environment protection and the clean river campaign initiated by the Daily Star in 2009. 
The Chamber Committee decided to grant three awards; two to deserving journalists in the 
print and electronic media for outstanding investigative reporting on the clear river 
campaign and one to an enterprise for having taken a commendable program on setting up 
an effective ef�luent treatment plant (ETP). A 5-member committee was set up for selecting 
deserving candidates.445 The award comprised a cash grant of Tk 1 lac;  on annual 
subscription to international magazines, reports and publications on environmental issues 
for a value of up to Tk 50 thousands to deserving journalists and conductors of TV 
programs, and a certi�icate with a crest to the deserving enterprise. The �irst Award 
Selection Committee was headed by Dr Akbar Ali Khan, former Adviser to the Caretaker 

Government. After a vigorous selection process, it selected Mr Pinaki Roy of the Daily Star 
as the best investigative journalist, Mr SM Babu of ATN Bangla as the best investigative 
conductor of TV program on environmental pollution, and Echotex Limited as the best 
enterprise for exemplary initiative undertaken for ef�luent treatment in 2009.446 The Award 
Selection Committee invited nominations of newspaper reports, TV programs, TV feature 
�ilms and commendable initiatives for different treatment and control of ef�luent discharge 
through newspaper advertisements and by issuing letters to TV channels, press clubs, 
editors of newspapers, trade bodies and associations and entrepreneurs. The �irst award 
giving ceremony was held on 2 June, 2010. As per the announcement made by MCCI, Mr 
Pinaki Roy and Mr SM Babu received Taka one lac each, annual subscriptions of 
international magazines, reports and publications up to Taka �ifty thousand, and an MCCI 
plaque. Echotex Limited also received an MCCI plaque as a special award.447

5.3.5 Roundtable on Environment and River Pollution: The Chamber organised a 
roundtable discussion among members of the business community, civil society, media, and 
policy makers at the Chamber’s Conference Hall on 26 July, 2009. Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, Hon’ble Member of the Parliament and Chairman of the Environment 
Sub-Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Environment and Forests, 
was present in the session as the Chief Guest. Other members of Parliament, presidents and 
chairmen of leading trade bodies, the editor of the Daily Star, members of the business 
community, media professionals and past presidents of the Chamber were present and 
took part in the discussion that focused on the respective roles and responsibilities of the 
business community and the government in mitigating environmental challenges. The 
Chamber expressed its commitment to spontaneously support any national program on 
environmental issues, particularly for saving rivers based on the historic 11-point directive 
of the High Court issued on 25 June, 2009. The role of the media, particularly, that of Daily 
Star, was praised, for developing public awareness on the environment. The Honourable 
members of Parliament present commended the role of the Chamber, and thanked it for 
organizing such an event.448

401 Minutes of the DNCC, 29 May, 1952, p 123.



MCCI : A Journey 143

Bengal Chamber of Commerce (BCC) situated in Kolkata. In addition to the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce, the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce also sent representatives to 
government bodies through their nominations to boards, committees and councils. 

In the second phase (1950-52), the Chamber continued to have representation in 
government and non-government bodies, advisory committees and councils. The Chamber 
representation to Employers Association (MM Ispahani, 1951),325 East Bengal Board of 
Industries (JWE Berry, 1952),326 Foreign Trade Development Council (A Jalil, 1951),327 Jute 
Brokers Association (1951),328 and Narayanganj Municipality (1952)329 are some examples.

The DNCCI Phase (1952-59) saw the Chamber make nearly 35 representations to 
various committees or organizations.330 In this phase, most importantly, the Chamber 
offered representations in educational institutions as well as government and non- 
government bodies and committees such as the Board of Governors, Viqarunnissa Noon 
School (MM Ispahani, 1956, 1957),331 Court of the University of Dhaka (MM Ispahani, 1956, 
AA Kahlon, 1957),332 and the Government College of Commerce, Chittagong (MM Ispahani, 
1953).333 

In the NCCI Phase (1959-79), the Chamber was represented in 90 committees or 
organizations of government, semi- government and autonomous institutions.334 From this 
number, it can be easily seen how the Chamber became the biggest representative trade 
organization of the country. From this phase onwards its representational function 
became an integral part of the Chamber’s work. Along with public ones, the Chamber got 
involved in numerous bodies, councils and committees of non- government and 
autonomous institutions. Some new and noteworthy representations in this phase were in 
the Central Advisory Council for the Ministry of Commerce (YA Bawany, 1965, M Ilahi & 
Rashid Ahmed, 1969, M Ilahi, 1968),335 Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce & 

Foreign Trade (FK Ghuznavi, 1968, 1975),336 Dacca-Narayanganj Electricity Advisory 
Committee (M Ilahi, 1963, 1969),337 Import Advisory Committee of the Chief Controller of 
Imports & Exports (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),338 Management Board for Abandoned 
Properties for Dacca City and Adjoining Areas (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),339 Narayanganj 
Town Development Committee (MA Sattar, 1977),340 Bangladesh Industrial Facilities Board 
(ASF Rahman, 1979),341 and the District Committee for Organizing Cottage and Small 
Industries (Mohsen Ali, 1977, ASF Rahman, 1979).342

In 1979, the Chamber was renamed the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Dhaka (MCCI, Dhaka). The MCCI phase is divided into two parts. In the �irst part 
of this phase (1979-1999), the Chamber continued to help build up a strong economic 
base for the country and was represented in important public bodies as well as 
autonomous committees and organizations. At least 65 such representations were made343 

by the Chamber and it worked successfully to give suggestions and offer its views in these 
bodies, committees and organizations. Some selected important examples of 
representations of this phase are as follows: Advisory Committee to the Commissioners of 
Taxes (K Kamrul Hoda, 1979; KA Huque, 1985, 1990, 1997, 1999),344 Advisory Committee 
for Securities and Exchange Commission (Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),345 Bangladesh Bank’s Co-ordinations Committee (SH Kabir, 1979; Rashid-ul Hasan, 
1985; AKM Ghaffar, 1990),346 Consultative Committee for the National Board of Revenue 
(MR Siddqi, 1985; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1990; Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),347 Training & Employment of Advisory Committee of Dacca Polytechnic Institute 
(FK Ghuznavi, 1978-79),348 Institute of Business Administration, Dhaka University (M Anis 
Ud Dowla, 1982; SH Kabir, MR Siddiqi, 1978-79),349 Inter-Ministerial Committee on Labour 

(FK Ghuznavi, 1979, 1985; Laila Rahman Kabir, 1997, 1999),350 and National Consultative 
Committee on Power (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1979; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1985; SA Azim, 1990; 
Azimur Rahman, 1997).351

In the new millennium the Chamber’s representational functions have become even 
more important than in earlier years. It now has more representations in public bodies, 
advisory committees, advisory boards and advisory councils; consultative committees of 
various ministries; trade organizations; �inancial institutions; various commissions and 
enquiries; urbanization and town development bodies; ports and ICD; the health sector; 
educational and other institutions. Some selected important representations of this current 
phase have been as follows: Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles (MA Awal, 
2002, Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2008, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2008, 2013),352 Advisory 
Committee for Securities and Exchange Commission (Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2002, 2004, 
2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Nihad Kabir, 2013),353 Consultative Committee to the Ministry 
of Commerce (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2004, Latifur rahman, 2008, 
Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),354 Jute & Textile Council of the 
Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (AK Shamsuddin, 2002, Kamran T Rahman, 
2008, 2010),355 National Committee on Exports (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),356 
National Council for Industrial Development, NCID (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013) .357

As was mentioned earlier, almost all leading industrial organizations in the private 
and public sectors are at present members of the Chamber and Chamber representatives 
have been playing signi�icant roles in decision and policy-making in almost all public and 
private bodies, committees and councils of Bangladesh. In serving business responsibly in 
its 110 years history, the Metropolitan Chamber has given representations to over a 
hundred government, non-government, semi-government and autonomous committees 
and organizations. 

Representations in Public Bodies: The Chamber’s representations to public advisory 
committees, advisory boards and advisory councils have been regular features in the 
post-partition phase of the Chamber’s existence. Chamber members have been nominated 

to such bodies regularly and have worked there conscientiously. For example, its 
representations to the East Bengal Board of Industries and the East Bengal Labour 
Advisory Board continued till the middle of the 1950s. In addition, the Chamber also had 
representations in the Narayanganj Municipality; Associated Chamber of Commerce of 
Pakistan; Pakistan Tea Board and Pakistan Tea Licensing Committee. In 1953, two of the 
Chamber representatives were nominated for the Regional Employment Advisory 
Committee for East Bengal. In the same year the then President of the Chamber, Mr A Jalil, 
became a member of the Executive Committee of the Governor’s Refugee Relief Fund.358 In 
the Pakistan Tea Board, the former Chamber President Mr MM Ispahani was active for a 
couple of years as a member of the Tea Board.359 Mr DS Jamal was re-nominated as the 
Chamber’s representative on the East Bengal Railway Advisory Committee after 
completing his two years in 1955.360 In a meeting held on 13 September 1977, the 
Chamber’s representatives on the Panel of Advisers for Private Sector Industries 
constituted by the Planning Commission were chosen. Mr M Anis Ud Dowla and Mr Zeaul 
Huq were selected for two years to represent NCCI in the committee.361

Representations in Educational Institutions: Chamber members were represented in 
various educational and professional institutions of government, semi- government, or 

autonomous bodies. In 1956 and 1957, the Chamber nominated Mr MM Ispahani and Mr 
AA Kahlon to the Court of the University of Dhaka.362 In 1977, the Dean of the Faculty of 
Commerce, University of Dhaka, informed the Chamber that Mr Rashid Ahmed had 
completed his two years tenure and a replacement would be considered on expiry of the 
term.363 This is evidence of the Chamber’s continued representation in the Commerce 
Faculty of the University of Dhaka in that period. 

Representations in Consultative Committees of Ministries: Representations to 
consultative committees of various ministries constitute an important activity of the 
Chamber. Since its NCCI phase (1959-1979), the Chamber has been working with 
numerous ministerial committees. The Ministry of Commerce, Commerce and Foreign 
Trade, Commerce and Industry, Communication and Textile are where the Chamber is 
represented most actively on a regular basis. Mr M Ahad and Mr MH Adamjee represented 
it in an Advisory Council of the Ministry of Commerce in 1963.364 Mr FK Ghuznavi 
represented the Chamber in the Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce and Foreign 
Trade in 1968 and 1975.365 The Chamber was represented in the Advisory Council for 
Ministry of Commerce (Central) by Mr YA Bawany, Mr M Ilahi and Mr Rashid Ahmed in the 
1960s.366 In the MCCI phase, representations in the ministries became even more 
signi�icant. Mr Mostaque Ahmed Siddique and Mr MA Awal represented the Chamber in the 
Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles in 1997 and 1999.367 Consultative 
Committee to the Ministry of Jute & Textiles, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of 
Industries, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of Commerce, Consultative Committee 
to the Ministry of Communications are a few bodies in this phase where Mr Syed Mohsen 
Ali, Mr SH Kabir, Mr Syed Manzur Elahi, Mr Samson H Chowdhury, Mr Mahbub Jamil, Mr MA 
Sattar MP, and Mr MH Khan represented the Chamber and contributed signi�icantly to 
proceedings.368 

Representations in Trade Organizations/Associations: The Chamber became a member 
of the Associated Chamber of Commerce of India (ASSOCHAM) sometime in 1930s and 
continued to be a member till 1947. It received membership in the Associated Chamber of 
Commerce of Pakistan (ASSOCHAP) in 1960s. The Chamber sent representatives to the 
Federation of Chambers of Commerce of the British Empire in 1950,369 to the Federation of 
Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry in 1968,370 and to the Federation of 
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) in 1975.371 The MCCI, Dhaka, is 
still a member of FBCCI and the two organizations have been working together for the 
betterment of trade and commerce in Bangladesh. The Chamber’s members were 
represented in the Pakistan National Committee of International Chamber of Commerce,372 

as well as the Federation of Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan. In addition, the Chamber 
was represented in many other trade organizations and associations. In the 1950s the 

Chamber sent representatives to the Jute Brokers Association373 and the East Bengal Jute 
Dealers Association. The Chamber had representations in export and import-related 
organizations such as the National Export Council, the Export Promotion Council etc. Given 
below is a list of some organizations where the Chamber was represented.

Representations in Financial Institutions: The Chamber has also been represented in 
various �inancial institutions such as stock exchanges, banks and insurance companies. In 
its DNCC phase, Chamber representatives played active roles in the Pakistan Insurance 
Corporation (1951). In the MCCI, Dhaka phase, Mr Samson H Chowdhury (1997) and 

Mahbub Jamil (1999) were actively engaged in working with the Advisory Committee for 
the Securities and Exchange Commission.374 Mr SH Kabir (1978-79), Mr Rashid Ul Hasan 
(1985), and AKM Ghaffar (1990) represented the Chamber in Bangladesh Bank’s 
Co-ordinations Committee.375 

Representations in Commissions and Enquiries: The Chamber’s representations in 
committees of various commissions and enquiries formed by the government have also 
been important in terms of its representational functions. The earliest representations of 
the Chamber on Commissions and Enquiry Committees are Land Reforms Commission 
(1940), Economic Appraisal and Development Enquiry Committee (1952), Commodity 
Price Commission (1952) etc. Other such bodies where the Chamber has been represented 
are listed below: 

Representations in Urbanization and Town Development Bodies: The Chamber has 
nominated its members to different committees constituted for Narayanganj and Dhaka 
Improvement Trust and development bodies. They have played an important role in town 
development. One of the earliest example of representations in such bodies is to be found 
in the workings of the Narayanganj Municipality.376 

Representations in Ports and ICD: The Chamber’s participation and representation in 
committees on Ports and ICD (Internal Container Depot) formed by the government have 
also been very important in terms of its representational functions. The Chamber 
contributed actively to such bodies by nominating members for representation of its 
interests in them. Some of the earliest representations have been in bodies such as the 
Chittagong Port Authority (1959),377 Chalna Anchorage Advisory Committee (1959)378 and 
Chittagong Port Advisory Committee (1984)379. The Chamber has been regularly 
represented in these bodies since then.

Representations in Health Sector: The Chamber had contributed signi�icantly to the 
health sector of the region in general and Bangladesh in particular through its 
representatives in these bodies, councils or committees of the health sector and hospitals. 
In the NCC and DNCC phase, the Chamber nominated two members to the Managing 
Committee of the Victoria Hospital of Narayanganj in 1951.380 In 1952, the DNCC nominated 
Mr EG Stevenson and Mr CEC Guthrie to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the Victoria Hospital 
Committee.381 

Representations in Various Government and Other Committees: Representations of the 
Chamber in government and others non-government and semi-government committees 
have also been very important for it. Some examples of such representations are given 
below: 

The above list clearly indicates the contribution the Chamber has made to the eastern 
part of Bengal as a whole and to Bangladesh in particular. Representations in these sectors 
have facilitated regular dialogue with government, provided scope for advocacy, and 
allowed it to offer feedback on policies and legislation affecting business practices as well 
as to serve on statutory boards and government committees to help formulate policy 
guidelines and set standards that have contributed to the business climate and enhanced 
members’ competitiveness.

4.5 Publications
The Chamber has been publishing journals which are quite distinctive and have been 
well-appreciated at home and abroad. Circulars and bulletins issued at periodic intervals 
are supplied to members by the Chamber free of charge. Providing details of government 
and semi-governments noti�ications; reporting on the impact of legislation; judicial 
decisions in respect of business matters of general interest or signi�icance; publicizing 
trade inquiries and trade and business opportunities; providing information about new 
technologies and opportunities for technology transfer, areas of collaboration, investment 
trends, economic indicators, comparative data and analysis of such data, important events 
within the country and overseas, trade fairs and exhibition of special importance, visiting 
missions and dignitaries; reporting on important activities involving members and other 
similar information have made these publications useful and desirable.

Publications are an essential function of the Chamber and a service it offers to its 
members and the nation. Through its publications, the Chamber attempts to collect and 
disseminate information on business, including export, import, investment and tax 
regulations. The Chamber usually collects government circulars, notices, and statistical 
data from government and other bodies and disseminates information relating to trade, 
commerce and industry among members. It also prepares ‘Position Papers’ on various 
issues and circulates the Chamber’s decisions to its members, the society and the nation. As 
such, its publications have been playing a signi�icant role in the growth and development of 
trade and commerce in the land. The Chamber has various publications and they are 
published regularly. Some publications of the Chamber are Chamber News, Annual Report, 
the Summary of Taxation Rules, Quarterly Review, Tax News, Chamber Bulletin, Telephone 
Directory and the Diamond Jubilee Celebration Volume. In the millennium phase (2000 
onwards), the Chamber entered the digital world and information about it is available on 
the website of MCCI.382 

Research Cell and Preparation of Position Papers: Some major functions of the cell are: 
collecting data on trade and commerce ; maintaining a data-base and evaluating economic 
growth; compiling and analyzing monthly �igures of production in major industries, cost of 
living index, monthly �igures on import and export, and analyzing trends, policy reviews 
and evaluation; examining the budget of the country; preparing the Chamber’s budget 
proposals, and compiling and publishing periodicals. 

The Chamber usually offers its views and ideas on different issues relating to trade, 
investment and macroeconomic policies based on its research counterparts. Research and 
analytical studies are key tools in coming up with information necessary to provide policy 
and advocacy support to the government and to members. MCCI has the capacity to 
conduct qualitative and quantitative research. From time to time, the Chamber conducts 
joint studies and organizes events such as seminars and conferences with government and 
leading research organizations at home and abroad.383 Its regular publications re�lect the 
views and particular position of the Chamber on any number of issues.

For preparing position papers professionally, the research cell of the Chamber makes 
use of the best and most recent data relating to the issue at hand and presents an analysis 
of the relevant data. The analysis provided often indicates how business interests are being 
hurt by existing or proposed regulatory and tax structures and what measures should be 
adopted to relieve the business community in order to promote business development. The 
papers are the basis of the Chamber’s lobbying activities and position on issues 
disseminated through publications in the periodicals of the Chamber.

Regular Publications

Annual Report: The earliest and 
foremost publication of the 
Chamber is its Annual Report. 
This has been in regular 
publication since 1904. Due to 
political turmoil in Bengal 
(1903-08), the First and Second 
World War (1914-19, 1939-45), 
the Great Economic Depression 
(1930s), the Great Bengal 
Famine (1943), Partition of India 
(1947), Natural calamities and 
the War of Independence (1971), 
very few of these reports survive. However, Annual Reports published since 1954 are still 
available. These have become valuable records of the economic development of the region. 

All Reports contain important statistical data covering different aspects of the Country’s 
economic activities, along with other valuable information.

Chamber News is a monthly publication. It 
contains mainly information on recent national 
and international economic events, news about 
Chamber members, country pro�iles, Chamber 
matters, updates on new products, statistical 
overviews of different aspects, articles, news 
briefs on national and international business, 
trade enquiries and business proposals, 
review-related matters etc. Chamber News was 
�irst published in 1977. From 1978, this 
monthly News has been published with the help 
of advertisements provided by member-�irms. 
In the millennium phase, digital technologies 
have been adapted in the make-up and get-up 
process and Chamber News has now got an 
attractive look. This publication has earned 
both national and international reputation as one of the leading economic magazines of the 
region. This in-house magazine is distributed primarily to its members but because of its 
high quality and acceptability, it is also distributed amongst government departments, 

diplomatic missions, Bangladesh missions 
abroad, international economic agencies and 
research institutions at home and abroad. 

Quarterly Review: This is an important 
quarterly publication of the Chamber that 
focuses on the economic situation of 
Bangladesh and highlights performances in 
different macro economic sectors connected 
with trade and industry. It publishes interviews 
of leading entrepreneurs and is aimed at 
building con�idence among businessmen and 
members of the Chamber. The Quarterly Review 
has earned recognition as a quality business 
magazine. 

Bangladesh Economy: The Chamber’s Research Cell prepares a booklet named Bangladesh 
Economy for its members as well as general readers. Every aspect of the Bangladesh 
economy as well as the economic performance of the Country in a �iscal year is covered in 

it. Business growth, agriculture, industry, 
services, investment and saving, monetary 
development, export-import, balance of 
payments, remittance, foreign aid, foreign 
direct investment, foreign exchange reserves, 
the National Budget and new investments are 
some of the topics featured in Bangladesh 
Economy. 

Summary of Taxation Rules: This is a yearly 
publication of the Chamber. It is published 
after the announcement of the Government’s 
Annual Budget. Through the Summary of 
Taxation Rules, the Chamber attempts to 
explain the requirements of the laws in the 
�ield of income tax, customs and excise duties 

and other taxes mentioned in the Budget. 

Telephone Directory: Another yearly publication of the Chamber is Telephone Guide. This 
useful publication of the Chamber compiles 
telephone numbers of important government 
of�icials, diplomatic missions, �inancial 
institutions, trade bodies, stock exchange etc. 
In this Guide, telephone numbers of members 
of the Chamber Committee, Chamber 
Secretariat and Bangladesh Employers 
Federation are included. Important phone 
numbers of semi-government, 
non-government departments and leading 
autonomous organizations are also included 
in this directory. 

Major Economic Indicators of Bangladesh is 
prepared by the Economic Research Cell of 
MCCI. Population and mainly macroeconomic 

aspects, including details of GDP, growth, per capita GDP, agriculture, industry etc. of 
Bangladesh are included in the publication. The major economic indicators of Bangladesh 
are updated annually through this publication.

Occasional Publications
The Diamond Jubilee Publication was brought out in 1979 to commemorate 75 years of the 
Chamber. On that occasion, the Chamber published not only the Annual Report of 1978-79 
as its Diamond Jubilee Year, 1904-1979, but also a particular section separately titled 
Chamber’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration, 1904-1979. in 1987, the Chamber published 
“Industry in Bangladesh” jointly with the Ministry of Industries, Government of 
Bangladesh, and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).384

Contact with the Media
The Metropolitan Chamber maintains close contact with the press and electronic media in 
order to:

•  Disseminate information to the public; 

•  Create public opinion against any changes in government policy which adversely affects 
the interests of the business community;

•  Publicize the activities of the Chamber;
•  Provide instant reaction to a public policy or decision;
•  Provide publicity for any offer of training programs, workshops, seminars and for trade 

delegations; 
•  Circulate news on changes in the chamber e.g. new of�ice bearers; 

• Create public opinion against political activity that disrupts business and commerce.

Initially the Chamber would issue press releases irregularly to articulate its concerns 
on the proposed budget by the government. But from the phase of MCCI, Dhaka (1979-99), 
it started issuing press releases on a regular basis to articulate its concerns not only on the 
proposed budget but also on signi�icant events relating to politics and the economy of the 
country. To create a better socio-political environment, the Chamber urged political parties 
to lower the frequency of hartals and strikes. The Chamber, along with, other leading trade 
bodies of the country, jointly issued press releases to condemn hartals and urged exploring 
alternate means of expressing political differences.

In the Millennium phase, the Chamber continues to issue public statements and press 
releases to articulate its concerns and convey its stand-point to the public on nationally and 
internationally important issues. In this phase, the Chamber has also begun to issue joint 
statements with BGMEA, DCCI, CCCI, FICCI, BTMA, FBCCI and other important trade bodies 
in Bangladesh so that the voice raised by the businessmen is united, powerful and more 
effective than before. Some selected press releases are reproduced from the Annual Reports 
of the Chamber in the Appendices Section. See appendix 22.

4.6 Communication Development
The Chamber operated a courier service from Dhaka to Chittagong and Khulna, from the 
early 1950s. Urgent commercial mail and important documents were collected from 
member-�irms and dispatched by air through this service. The Chamber introduced its 
courier service at the beginning of its DNCC phase.385 Subsequently, the Chamber operated 
its courier service from Dhaka to other parts of the country as well.386 With the advent of 
private courier services, the Chamber discontinued its courier service in 1989. 

The Chamber also offened Telex Service to member-�irms at an earlier period. This 
service helped disseminate urgent messages, like international tenders. It was available for 
member-�irms.387 

During the DNCCI and NCCI phases, the Chamber gave great emphasis on the 
communication sector. It dealt with frequent complaints regarding communication, 
including posts and telegraph, teleprinter services, postal deliveries, communications 
between East and West Pakistan, local telephone charges, railway transport, inland water 
transport and so on.388 For inter-wing shipping communication, the Chamber worked to 
ease problems relating to coastal shipping.389 

For the Teleprinter service, endeavor was made from 1955 onwards for the 
installation of a teleprinter in the Chamber for use of members.390 The Chamber worked 
hard to increase the Trunk Calls circuits between Dacca and Khulna via Kushtia.391 

The Chamber used to assist individual members with telephone service in the 
1960s.392 At that time, the Chamber was greatly concerned about the condition of the 
Dacca-Narayanganj Road. It eventually contributed to the reconstruction of the road.393 

Because of technological developments in communication and other developments, 
the Chamber now does not need to offer these services.

4.7 Annual General Meeting (AGM)
The Chamber organizes its Annual General Meeting (AGM) every December or at another 
convenient time. 

During the pre-liberation period of Bangladesh, the Chief Minister or Governor of East 
Bengal, East Pakistan’s Governor, and sometimes the Governor-General of Pakistan, would 
grace AGMs as the chief guest, which were followed by dinner. During the NCCI phase, 
Chamber’s AGMs were graced by the Governor-General of Pakistan or the Chief Minister of 

East Bengal or the Governor of East Pakistan. In 1953, the Governor General of Pakistan 
Ghulam Muhammed was present as a Chief Guest at the AGM of the Chamber. He accepted 
the invitation to open the new Chamber Building.394 AK Fazlul Haq, Governor of East Bengal, 
addressed the Chamber as the Chief Guest in 1956.394a A large number of dignitaries were 
also invited to be present at the AGM session in this phase. Among them were Mr G David 
(Deputy High Commissioner of UK in East Pakistan) and Mr Goro Tsukamoto (Consul for 
Japan in East Pakistan) who were present in 1956.395 In this phase, Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, HS Suhrawardy, was invited as the Chief Guest but was unable to accept the 
invitation due to other preoccupations.396 

In the �irst part of its NCCI phase, governors of East Pakistan would be regularly 
present at AGMs. Mr Zakir Hossain, the Governor of East Pakistan, addressed the Chamber 
in 1959 and Mr Azam Khan, Governor of East Pakistan in 1960. Mr Abdul Monem Khan 
attended the Chamber AGM on four occasions in the 1960s.397 During this phase 
distinguished guests from Diplomatic Corps, government departments, and trade and 
industry would attend the session. In the Presidential Address the President would talk 
about the overall situation of the country, especially economic challenges that were to be 

overcome. It also covered a wide range of subjects, both national and international. The 
Governor in his address discuss issues raised by the Chamber President.398 

In independent Bangladesh, the Chamber came out of its practice of inviting a Chief 
Guest at the main session of the Annual General Meeting. Instead, the Chief Guest would 
now be invited only to its dinner or luncheon sessions. In 1972, Mr AR Siddiqi, Minister for 
Trade and Commerce, was the �irst such Chief Guest in independent Bangladesh.399 In a 
meeting held in 1974, the Chamber Committee decided that no Chief Guest would 
henceforth be invited to the AGM of the Chamber.400

            THE CHAMBER AND THE NATION

The activities of the Metropolitan Chamber are evidence of its concern not only for the 
interest and well-being of its members, but also for the social and humanitarian causes, 
bene�itting the nation over the decades. Since its inception, the Chamber has stood by the 
people of Bangladesh and has contributed to the establishment of sectors such as 
education, health and environment.

Encouraging members to take part in social and humanitarian services is one of the 
primary objectives of MCCI. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) has always been an 
important focus of the Chamber. In fact, a sub-committee, named ‘Corporate Governance 
and CSR’, has been working actively to this end from 2010. This sub-committee was formed 
to serve the nation in all possible ways and was not con�ined to trade and business-related 
activities. Over the years, the Chamber has rendered many services to the nation by 
contributing �inancially as well as helping otherwise as part of its social and humanitarian 
commitment to the nation. CSR has become an integral part of the Chamber’s mission. 

The Metropolitan Chamber has been playing a leading role primarily to help in the 
economic progress of the country. But, it is aware that such progress depends on taking 
comprehensive and sustainable initiatives elsewhere and these involve making 
contributions to the nation on social and humanitarian fronts. The Chamber has 
contributed immensely to public sectors such as, education and health and has earned a 
solid reputation thereby. It has taken some notable initiatives on environmental issues and 
these are going to be highlighted in this chapter along with the Chamber’s involvement in 
other CSR issues.

5.1 Education Sector
As a part of the benevolent work and social responsibility that it sees as integral to its 
mission, the Metropolitan Chamber has contributed signi�icantly to the education sector of 
the eastern part of Bengal and Bangladesh over the decades. However, because of the 
paucity of sources, the complete picture of Chamber’s philanthropic activities in its NCC 
phase (1904-1950) could not be fully presented. 

It can be inferred though, that the Chamber had some sort of connection to the 
establishment of Narayanganj High School (1885) and Morgan Girls School (1910) in its 
�irst phase. In fact, these two educational institutions were established with the �inancial 
help of some merchants of Narayanganj who were believed to be actively involved in the 
formation of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Narayanganj High School was an 
English medium school. It became a middle school in 1876 and �inally a high school in 1885. 
The school was located on the bank of the Sitalakhya near Netaiganj from 1885 to 1907. 
After 1907, this school received donations from NCC on many occasions and gradually 
became a reputed institution of the area. From 1922 to 1948 the reputation of this 
institution spread far and wide. 

In 1937, when Narayanganj Women’s College was established, local merchants were 
approached for �inancial assistance. Mr RP Saha, the eminent philanthropist and merchant 
of Narayanganj, made a signi�icant contribution to the college. In the 1940s, this college 
became Tolaram Women College. Madanlal Saragi, son of Tolaram Saragi, donated a sum of 
Rs 25 thousand to the College for its development. Tolaram Company was a Marwari �irm 
in Narayanganj and a prominent member of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Not 
only Mr Tolaram, but other merchants of the city associated with NCC, also extended their 
help to the college on various occasions.

5.1.1 Viqarunnisa Noon School: In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon School was established in 
Dhaka by Lady Noon, the wife of Mr Feroj Khan Noon, Governor of East Bengal. The 
Chamber had an important role to play in establishing the school, though economically the 
Chamber was going through a dif�icult time.401 The school began functioning in Bailey Road, 
initially as a preparatory school. In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon appealed to well-to-do people 
including the Chamber of Commerce for �inancial help. Mr AR Faridi, the Chamber 
President at the time, received a letter of appeal for funds of a school which was to be built 
along the lines of an English Public School to accommodate approximately 700 pupils to be 
instructed with the help of well-quali�ied staff. 

In June 1952, the Chamber received a letter from the District Magistrate of Dacca 
mentioning the donation of Rs 10,000 by the Burmah Oil Co. Ltd. towards the school. 
Meanwhile, MM Ispahani and AD Boldy agreed to organize a proper campaign to collect 
funds for the school.402 

In January and February, 1953, the Chamber circulated an appeal to its members and 
collected Rs 28,500. This sum was donated to the school fund.403 The Chamber continued its 
efforts to come up with a substantial donation. Subsequently, Lady Noon corresponded 
once more with the Chamber. Members of the Chamber and af�iliated Associations 
contributed Rs 61,750/- to Viqarun Nisa Girls School.404 In 1953, the Chamber President Mr 
RWN Ferguson was appointed as a member of the Governing Body of the School.405 Later, Mr 
MM Ispahani was also nominated to the Governing Body of the school.

5.1.2 Udayan Bidyalay: Presently known as Udayan Higher Secondary School Dhaka, this 
private higher secondary school was established in 1955 by the University of Dhaka. It is a 
co-educational institution and currently one of the most well-known schools of Dhaka. In a 
Committee meeting held on 27 November, 1973, the Chamber changed its earlier decision 
to make a monthly donation of Tk 250 to the school. Udayan School Authorities had 
requested the Chamber Committee to consider donating a lump sum so that the money 
might be utilized towards the extension of the school building which was needed to meet 
the great rush of students following liberation. The Committee decided that member-�irms 
be requested to contribute at the following rates: Ordinary Member Tk 500 and Associate 
Member Tk 125.406 

The Chamber made further donations to this school afterwards. In a meeting held on 
15 February, 1974, the Chamber Committee noted that it had made a total donation of Tk 
11,500. The Chamber President mentioned in a meeting that the authorities of the Udayan 
School had again approached him to consider giving some more �inancial assistance to help 
them complete the school building. The Committee then decided to donate Tk 10,000 more 
to Udayan School.407 In 1975, the Chamber again donated Tk 10,000 to the institution.408 

5.1.3 The Narayanganj Education Society: The Narayanganj Education Society was 
formed in 1956 under the Society Registration Act, 1860. The aim of the Society was to 
promote quality education among the people of Narayanganj regardless of caste, creed and 
religion. The �irst Executive Committee, consisting of 12 members, included Mr Hanif 
Adamjee of Adamjee Jute Mills Ltd, Mr Ahmad Dada, Mr AKI Abrehani of R Sim & Co. Ltd., 
Mr SL Husain, a banker, Mr JA Hume of Pakbay Co. Ltd., Mr GL Jain, a businessman, Dr AWF 
Rahman, a medical practitioner, Mr AKK Haque of Muslim Commercial Bank Ltd., Mr AG 
Jiwani of Bawa Jute Mills, Mr AK Chatarjee, a legal practitioner and Mr HA Ghani, a 
businessman. Most of them were members of DNCCI. When the Society appealed to the 
Chamber for donations the Chamber forwarded the appeal to its member-�irms so that they 
could contribute.409 

In 1960, the Chamber offered to nonate its Henderson Road land to the Education 
Society for the construction of a school building. However this was not possible due to legal 
complications.410 

5.1.4 Polytechnic Education in East Bengal: In 1953, the East Bengal Government 
appealed to the Chamber for a donation of Rs 7,20,000 for the development of the newly 
established Polytechnic at Tejgaon (Dacca) in East Bengal.411 The Chamber circulated this 
request to its member-�irms. In 1954, Mr A Khalilee, Secretary-Commerce, Labour 
Industries, inquired about the progress of the donation scheme412 and a sub-committee 
recommended a guideline for contributions. In the end, the Chamber managed to collect a 
good amount, which was then handed over to the Project Authority. The fund provided by 
the DNCCI was mainly used for the scholarships of Polytechnic students. In 1955, the 
Chamber received a reminder letter to provide a Stipend Fund for students of the Institute. 
The Chamber provided as many scholarships to the Polytechnic students as it could for 
three more years.413 

5.1.5 Chittagong Public School: In 1953, an appeal to the Chamber was made by Mr MM 
Ispahani to lend support to the construction and running of a public school being set up in 
Chittagong.414 Mr Ispahani, then Director of PIDC, suggested that jute press house owners 
and shippers could each contribute half an anna per bale on all pucca bales handled by 
them. The Chamber agreed in principle to help the Ispahani School but considered giving 
one anna per jute bale too high an amount.415 The Chamber, however, circulated the request 
and in the end a good sum was collected for this purpose.

5.1.6 Institute of Business Administration, University of Dhaka: University of Dhaka, 
with the help of the Ford Foundation, set up the Institute of Business Administration. Dr 
Olescanin, the �irst Adviser of this Institute, invited the Committee members of NCCI and 

they met him under the leadership of Mr YA Bawani, the then President of the Chamber. A 
two year course was started in that year with 35 students. The idea was to provide students 
with an education which would be different from traditional business education. Students 
would now be trained to hold senior positions in business and handle day to day as well 
as long-term �inancial and marketing problems. The Government provided a set up fund 

of Rs 30,000. NCCI took great interest in this project and was of the view that this would go 
a long way towards ful�illing the genuine need for trained senior executives in the province. 
The Chamber assured the Adviser, that it would do everything possible to make the 
Institute a success. After independence, MCCI continued to nominate members to IBA. MR 
Siddiqui (1979-80 and 1986-89), M Anis Ud Dowla (1982) and SH Kabir (1983-85) were 
thus nominated to its Academic Board.416 

5.1.7 Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund: The deed of the 
‘Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund’ was registered in 1979. 
Subsequently, the Fund was approved by the National Board of Revenue and it came into 
existence after the necessary formalities were complted, on 3 July, 1979.417 

5.1.8 Jamiat-Ul-Falah: The Committee considered a request for donation to the 
Jamiat-ul-Falah, a philanthropic organization entrusted with the setting up of an Islamic 
Research Centre, Welfare Complex and a mosque in Chittagong. The Committee considered 
the request and decided that Chamber members should donate generously to the Fund. The 
Chamber approached a number of selected member-�irms and arranged for a substantial 
donation to the Fund.418 

5.1.9 Eighth Pakistan Science Conference: The Chamber received an appeal from the “8th 
Pakistan Science Conference” for a donation to meet the costs of the conference, which was 
to be attended by distinguished scientists from abroad. The Committee considered that this 
was a cause worthy of support and a circular was issued to members recommending that 
they should contribute. In the Committee’s view, a donation of Rs 100 was considered 
reasonable and a recommendation to members was made accordingly.419 In 1968 and 1970, 
the Chamber contributed towards the expenses of the “All Pakistan Science Conference.”420 

The Chamber worked assiduously with schools, colleges, institutes, training 
companies, madrashas and other educational bodies (government and non-government) 
and assisted them in various ways. In January 1965, the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Pakistan (Dacca Region) asked the Chamber to contribute for the 

construction of their building.421 The Chamber agreed to do so and asked its member to 
donate a sum of Rs 100 each to this Institute. Apart from the above mentioned educational 
institutes, the Chamber extended its generous help to set up the Narayanganj HE School 
(1953), Trade Union Workers Training Institute (1955), Dacca Law College (1957), 
University Of�icers Training Corps. (UOTC) (1958), St. Joseph’s School, Dacca (1959), 
Narayanganj Senior Islamia Madrasha (1960), East Regional Laboratory Science High 
School (1968), and Narayanganj English Preparatory School (1968). Donations were made 
to St. Joseph’s School (1959) and Udayan School, Dacca (1957) for construction of their 
buildings and expansion of rooms. The Chamber also came forward to provide �inancial 
help for the East-Pakistan Educational Week and Pakistan History and Museum Conference 
(1953), and for an excursion tour undertaken by Tolaram College students to travel to West 
Pakistan in 1970.422 The Chamber also extended its help to Mr Harun-ur Rashid, a lecturer 
of the University of Chittagong for working on his PhD in Japan in 1977.423 

5.2 Health Sector
As a part of its benevolent work and social responsibility, the Metropolitan Chamber has 
always contributed handsomely to the health sector in this region. The Chamber made a 
noteworthy contribution to Victoria Hospital in Narayanganj in 1950s and Holy Family 
Hospital in Dhaka in the 1950s and 60s. 

5.2.1 Victoria Hospital: Victoria Hospital was the �irst hospital set up in Narayanganj. It 
was established in 1885 by the municipality with �inancial contributions from Harakanta 
Banerjee.424 Subsequently, it was handed over to the municipality. In 1939, the Chamber 
Committee extended its help for development of the Hospital. The Chamber received an 
appeal for donations for the maintenance and upkeep of the institution which was run on 
voluntary subscription.425 The donation made to Victoria Hospital was one of the much 
appreciated initiatives undertaken by the Chamber in the 1950s.426 

The Honorary Secretary of Victoria Hospital requested Narayanganj Chamber to 
provide �inancial help to it in 1950 and the Chamber did so. At the request of the Hospital 
Committee, member-�irms of the Chamber contributed to the Victoria Hospital’s ‘Poor 
Patient Fund’427 for a long time. To increase its assistance, the Chamber made an appeal to 

its member-�irms for voluntary subscriptions. A Women’s organization also approached 
the Chamber for donation to the female ward of Victoria Hospital.428 The Chamber referred 
its appeal to members. In a meeting held on 1 May 1951, the Chamber received a proposal  
from the Sub-Divisional Of�icer, Narayanganj to send a representative to the Hospital 
Committee so that member-�irms could continue their donations to the Hospital. The 
Chamber Committee accepted the offer and pointed out that most member-�irms were 
donating money to the Hospital on a regular basis.429 

In 1952, DNCC nominated Capt. EG Stevenson of Bangla-Assam Steamship Co. Ltd. and 
Mr CEC Guthrie of IGN & RSN Co. Ltd. to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the ‘Victoria Hospital 
Committee’.430 As per records, though Victoria Hospital was under the management of the 
Municipality, the management of this fund was under the disposal of the Hospital 
Committee. In 1956, the Chamber Committee decided that the balance of the fund would be 
donated to Holy Family Hospital on certain terms and conditions. In 1959, the SDO of 
Narayanganj again requested the Chamber to continue contributing to Victoria Hospital.

5.2.2 Dacca Ladies Club Poor Patients Fund: In response to a request from Dacca Ladies 
Club, in 1953, the Chamber contributed Rs 150 from its own fund and requested the 
Pakistan Jute Association to consider donating a similar amount for the Club’s “Poor 
Patients Fund”.431

5.2.3 Holy Family Hospital Scheme: In March 1953, the Chamber President Mr RWN 
Ferguson was approached by the sisters of Holy Family Hospital to contribute to the Holy 
Family Hospital Scheme. In response, the Chamber initiated a scheme for medical 
treatment of Chamber employees based on donations made to Holy Family Hospital.432 In 
order to implement the scheme, an Adhoc Committee was formed consisting of Mr AD 
Boldy and Mr AB Baike of the Chamber. In June 1953, the Chamber issued a circular in 
regard to donation policy and a sub-committee was assigned to draw up recommendations 
on donations and the medical scheme. Mr MM Ispahani, Mr Ferguson and Mr Boldy were 
members of the Sub Committee.433

DNCCI gave donations for the development of Holy Family Hospital in return for 
treatment facilities for Chamber staff. In 1956, the balance of the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ was 
handed over to Holy Family Hospital on condition that a certain number of beds would be 

reserved in the maternity wards for poor patients from Narayanganj who would be 
screened by the Fund managers and sent to Holy Family Hospital for free treatment 
through a Screening Committee.434 However, this idea was ultimately dropped as some 
donors balked at this system and since the government did not approve the transfer of the 
‘Poor Patient’s Fund’ to this hospital. In 1958, the Chamber Secretariat arranged for 
treatment of some of daily patients without prior appointment in the Hospital.435

In 1959, the Hospital Contact Committee of the Chamber consisted of Mrs. Conventry, 
Mr Naser-ud-Deen Khan and Mr Heald, who continued to meet once every month with the 
Holy Family Hospital authorities when matters raised by members of the scheme were 
discussed and reasons for complaints investigated. The Chamber tried to solve all problems 
through regular coordination with the Hospital administration, doctors and patients.436

In 1962, a few member-�irms complained about the services. The Chamber took note 
of the matter and discussed the issue in detail with the Hospital authority.437 In 1965, when 
Holy Family Hospital raised its fees, NCCI agreed to pay according to the revised rate. This 
arrangement with Holy Family Hospital continued till the 1960s.

5.2.4 Dacca Shishu Hospital: After liberation, the Chamber gave donations to the Shisu 
(Children) Hospital Project, Dacca in 1977. In a meeting held on 12 April 1977 with hospital 
authorities the Chamber supported the cause, nathing that Shishu Hospital was a unique 
project and that member-�irms of the Chamber would surely give it spontaneous 
support.438

5.2.5 Others: Apart from these medical schemes, the Chamber extended its support to 
many other health care programs and medical institutions. In the 1950s, for example, the 
Chamber made donations to the “Women’s Small Pox Prevention Committee”. The Chamber  
donated to the program for prevention of Blindness in East Bengal; it also donated to the 
Public Health Day observance events in 1958 and the Malaria Eradication Program. Upon a 
request of Dr Mohammed Ibrahim for construction of the Diabetic Clinic at Segunbagicha, 
NCCI and its member-�irms regularly contributed to the Diabetic Association of Pakistan 
from 1963 to 1965.439 In 1966, the Chamber gave donations to the fund set up for Disabled 
Air Force Personnel, injured during the 1965 war.

Apart from the Chamber making donations to health-related projects, member-�irms 
donated to the Health sector on their own. For instance, Mr MM Ispahani of the Ispahani 
Group established the Ispahani Eye Hospital at Dhaka while Mr RP Saha of Kumudini 
Welfare Trust of Bengal established the biggest private sector hospital in the country in the 
1960s, namely Kumudini Hospital at Mirzapur, Tangail.

5.3 Environment Sector
Presently, the Chamber has been making a signi�icant contribution to the environmental 
sector of Bangladesh. MCCI promoted ‘Environmental Management Program’ with the 
World Bank in 2000; it has taken a part in the campaign launched by the Daily Star for ‘clean 
rivers’ in 2009; and most importantly, it has introduced an Award on the Environment in 
2009.

5.3.1 Environmental Management Program: In response to a proposal from the World 
Bank’s Dhaka of�ice, the Chamber Committee agreed to join its Environmental Management 
Programme for the industrial sector. Under this program, 20 member-organizations of the 
Chamber were selected, whose employees were given training on Environmental 
Management Systems by World Bank experts.440

5.3.2 Discussion on ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’: The chamber is 
concerned about the impact of climate change and is aware that it is a critical issue for 
many countries, including Bangladesh. It thus organized a discussion meeting on 25 August 
2010 entitled ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’ where some members took part 
and exchanged views on the issue. Dr Aynun Nishat, Vice-Chancellor of BRAC University, 
and an eminent environmentalist, apprised members of the latest developments on the 
issue.441

5.3.3 Environmental Initiatives to Prevent Water Pollution: The Chamber associated 
itself with the campaign launched by Daily Star for clean rivers (Buriganga, Sitalakhya, and 
Turag) as part of its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). The committee noted that 
nearly 7500 industrial units have been polluting the three rivers around Dhaka city by 

discharging toxic waste, mainly, textile dyes, printing and washing chemicals and ef�luent 
waste of tanneries. The Committee felt, that MCCI’s association with the campaign would 
make the business community more sensitive to the issue of environmental degradation 
and induce business enterprises to introduce ef�luent treatment measures. Accordingly, a 
delegation from the Chamber called on the editor of the Daily Star on June 06, 2009, to 
articulate the chamber’s desire to support the campaign to mitigate the consequences of 
polluted river water.442 The editor and publisher of Daily Star Mr Mahfuz Anam expressed 
gratitude for MCCI’s support in favour of the campaign launched by Daily Star for clear 
rivers. The committee also recognized the need for sending invitations to other leading 
trade bodies to join with MCCI in expressing the business community’s solidarity with the 
campaign for clean rivers.443

As part its drive to support the Daily Star’s Clean Rivers Campaign, the Chamber 
organized a meeting with the heads of some major trade bodies and associations at the 
Chamber Building on 15 July 2009 to discuss the issue of environment pollution, 
particularly the pollution of the three rivers encircling Dhaka City and the role and 
responsibilities of the business community in this matter. As a follow up to the solidarity 
expressed for the clean rivers campaign, the Committee decided to invite Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, MP, Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Environment for the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee of the Ministry of Forest and Environment.444

5.3.4 Introducing Award on Environment: The Chamber continued its support towards 
environment protection and the clean river campaign initiated by the Daily Star in 2009. 
The Chamber Committee decided to grant three awards; two to deserving journalists in the 
print and electronic media for outstanding investigative reporting on the clear river 
campaign and one to an enterprise for having taken a commendable program on setting up 
an effective ef�luent treatment plant (ETP). A 5-member committee was set up for selecting 
deserving candidates.445 The award comprised a cash grant of Tk 1 lac;  on annual 
subscription to international magazines, reports and publications on environmental issues 
for a value of up to Tk 50 thousands to deserving journalists and conductors of TV 
programs, and a certi�icate with a crest to the deserving enterprise. The �irst Award 
Selection Committee was headed by Dr Akbar Ali Khan, former Adviser to the Caretaker 

Government. After a vigorous selection process, it selected Mr Pinaki Roy of the Daily Star 
as the best investigative journalist, Mr SM Babu of ATN Bangla as the best investigative 
conductor of TV program on environmental pollution, and Echotex Limited as the best 
enterprise for exemplary initiative undertaken for ef�luent treatment in 2009.446 The Award 
Selection Committee invited nominations of newspaper reports, TV programs, TV feature 
�ilms and commendable initiatives for different treatment and control of ef�luent discharge 
through newspaper advertisements and by issuing letters to TV channels, press clubs, 
editors of newspapers, trade bodies and associations and entrepreneurs. The �irst award 
giving ceremony was held on 2 June, 2010. As per the announcement made by MCCI, Mr 
Pinaki Roy and Mr SM Babu received Taka one lac each, annual subscriptions of 
international magazines, reports and publications up to Taka �ifty thousand, and an MCCI 
plaque. Echotex Limited also received an MCCI plaque as a special award.447

5.3.5 Roundtable on Environment and River Pollution: The Chamber organised a 
roundtable discussion among members of the business community, civil society, media, and 
policy makers at the Chamber’s Conference Hall on 26 July, 2009. Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, Hon’ble Member of the Parliament and Chairman of the Environment 
Sub-Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Environment and Forests, 
was present in the session as the Chief Guest. Other members of Parliament, presidents and 
chairmen of leading trade bodies, the editor of the Daily Star, members of the business 
community, media professionals and past presidents of the Chamber were present and 
took part in the discussion that focused on the respective roles and responsibilities of the 
business community and the government in mitigating environmental challenges. The 
Chamber expressed its commitment to spontaneously support any national program on 
environmental issues, particularly for saving rivers based on the historic 11-point directive 
of the High Court issued on 25 June, 2009. The role of the media, particularly, that of Daily 
Star, was praised, for developing public awareness on the environment. The Honourable 
members of Parliament present commended the role of the Chamber, and thanked it for 
organizing such an event.448
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Bengal Chamber of Commerce (BCC) situated in Kolkata. In addition to the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce, the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce also sent representatives to 
government bodies through their nominations to boards, committees and councils. 

In the second phase (1950-52), the Chamber continued to have representation in 
government and non-government bodies, advisory committees and councils. The Chamber 
representation to Employers Association (MM Ispahani, 1951),325 East Bengal Board of 
Industries (JWE Berry, 1952),326 Foreign Trade Development Council (A Jalil, 1951),327 Jute 
Brokers Association (1951),328 and Narayanganj Municipality (1952)329 are some examples.

The DNCCI Phase (1952-59) saw the Chamber make nearly 35 representations to 
various committees or organizations.330 In this phase, most importantly, the Chamber 
offered representations in educational institutions as well as government and non- 
government bodies and committees such as the Board of Governors, Viqarunnissa Noon 
School (MM Ispahani, 1956, 1957),331 Court of the University of Dhaka (MM Ispahani, 1956, 
AA Kahlon, 1957),332 and the Government College of Commerce, Chittagong (MM Ispahani, 
1953).333 

In the NCCI Phase (1959-79), the Chamber was represented in 90 committees or 
organizations of government, semi- government and autonomous institutions.334 From this 
number, it can be easily seen how the Chamber became the biggest representative trade 
organization of the country. From this phase onwards its representational function 
became an integral part of the Chamber’s work. Along with public ones, the Chamber got 
involved in numerous bodies, councils and committees of non- government and 
autonomous institutions. Some new and noteworthy representations in this phase were in 
the Central Advisory Council for the Ministry of Commerce (YA Bawany, 1965, M Ilahi & 
Rashid Ahmed, 1969, M Ilahi, 1968),335 Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce & 

Foreign Trade (FK Ghuznavi, 1968, 1975),336 Dacca-Narayanganj Electricity Advisory 
Committee (M Ilahi, 1963, 1969),337 Import Advisory Committee of the Chief Controller of 
Imports & Exports (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),338 Management Board for Abandoned 
Properties for Dacca City and Adjoining Areas (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),339 Narayanganj 
Town Development Committee (MA Sattar, 1977),340 Bangladesh Industrial Facilities Board 
(ASF Rahman, 1979),341 and the District Committee for Organizing Cottage and Small 
Industries (Mohsen Ali, 1977, ASF Rahman, 1979).342

In 1979, the Chamber was renamed the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Dhaka (MCCI, Dhaka). The MCCI phase is divided into two parts. In the �irst part 
of this phase (1979-1999), the Chamber continued to help build up a strong economic 
base for the country and was represented in important public bodies as well as 
autonomous committees and organizations. At least 65 such representations were made343 

by the Chamber and it worked successfully to give suggestions and offer its views in these 
bodies, committees and organizations. Some selected important examples of 
representations of this phase are as follows: Advisory Committee to the Commissioners of 
Taxes (K Kamrul Hoda, 1979; KA Huque, 1985, 1990, 1997, 1999),344 Advisory Committee 
for Securities and Exchange Commission (Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),345 Bangladesh Bank’s Co-ordinations Committee (SH Kabir, 1979; Rashid-ul Hasan, 
1985; AKM Ghaffar, 1990),346 Consultative Committee for the National Board of Revenue 
(MR Siddqi, 1985; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1990; Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),347 Training & Employment of Advisory Committee of Dacca Polytechnic Institute 
(FK Ghuznavi, 1978-79),348 Institute of Business Administration, Dhaka University (M Anis 
Ud Dowla, 1982; SH Kabir, MR Siddiqi, 1978-79),349 Inter-Ministerial Committee on Labour 

(FK Ghuznavi, 1979, 1985; Laila Rahman Kabir, 1997, 1999),350 and National Consultative 
Committee on Power (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1979; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1985; SA Azim, 1990; 
Azimur Rahman, 1997).351

In the new millennium the Chamber’s representational functions have become even 
more important than in earlier years. It now has more representations in public bodies, 
advisory committees, advisory boards and advisory councils; consultative committees of 
various ministries; trade organizations; �inancial institutions; various commissions and 
enquiries; urbanization and town development bodies; ports and ICD; the health sector; 
educational and other institutions. Some selected important representations of this current 
phase have been as follows: Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles (MA Awal, 
2002, Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2008, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2008, 2013),352 Advisory 
Committee for Securities and Exchange Commission (Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2002, 2004, 
2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Nihad Kabir, 2013),353 Consultative Committee to the Ministry 
of Commerce (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2004, Latifur rahman, 2008, 
Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),354 Jute & Textile Council of the 
Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (AK Shamsuddin, 2002, Kamran T Rahman, 
2008, 2010),355 National Committee on Exports (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),356 
National Council for Industrial Development, NCID (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013) .357

As was mentioned earlier, almost all leading industrial organizations in the private 
and public sectors are at present members of the Chamber and Chamber representatives 
have been playing signi�icant roles in decision and policy-making in almost all public and 
private bodies, committees and councils of Bangladesh. In serving business responsibly in 
its 110 years history, the Metropolitan Chamber has given representations to over a 
hundred government, non-government, semi-government and autonomous committees 
and organizations. 

Representations in Public Bodies: The Chamber’s representations to public advisory 
committees, advisory boards and advisory councils have been regular features in the 
post-partition phase of the Chamber’s existence. Chamber members have been nominated 

to such bodies regularly and have worked there conscientiously. For example, its 
representations to the East Bengal Board of Industries and the East Bengal Labour 
Advisory Board continued till the middle of the 1950s. In addition, the Chamber also had 
representations in the Narayanganj Municipality; Associated Chamber of Commerce of 
Pakistan; Pakistan Tea Board and Pakistan Tea Licensing Committee. In 1953, two of the 
Chamber representatives were nominated for the Regional Employment Advisory 
Committee for East Bengal. In the same year the then President of the Chamber, Mr A Jalil, 
became a member of the Executive Committee of the Governor’s Refugee Relief Fund.358 In 
the Pakistan Tea Board, the former Chamber President Mr MM Ispahani was active for a 
couple of years as a member of the Tea Board.359 Mr DS Jamal was re-nominated as the 
Chamber’s representative on the East Bengal Railway Advisory Committee after 
completing his two years in 1955.360 In a meeting held on 13 September 1977, the 
Chamber’s representatives on the Panel of Advisers for Private Sector Industries 
constituted by the Planning Commission were chosen. Mr M Anis Ud Dowla and Mr Zeaul 
Huq were selected for two years to represent NCCI in the committee.361

Representations in Educational Institutions: Chamber members were represented in 
various educational and professional institutions of government, semi- government, or 

autonomous bodies. In 1956 and 1957, the Chamber nominated Mr MM Ispahani and Mr 
AA Kahlon to the Court of the University of Dhaka.362 In 1977, the Dean of the Faculty of 
Commerce, University of Dhaka, informed the Chamber that Mr Rashid Ahmed had 
completed his two years tenure and a replacement would be considered on expiry of the 
term.363 This is evidence of the Chamber’s continued representation in the Commerce 
Faculty of the University of Dhaka in that period. 

Representations in Consultative Committees of Ministries: Representations to 
consultative committees of various ministries constitute an important activity of the 
Chamber. Since its NCCI phase (1959-1979), the Chamber has been working with 
numerous ministerial committees. The Ministry of Commerce, Commerce and Foreign 
Trade, Commerce and Industry, Communication and Textile are where the Chamber is 
represented most actively on a regular basis. Mr M Ahad and Mr MH Adamjee represented 
it in an Advisory Council of the Ministry of Commerce in 1963.364 Mr FK Ghuznavi 
represented the Chamber in the Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce and Foreign 
Trade in 1968 and 1975.365 The Chamber was represented in the Advisory Council for 
Ministry of Commerce (Central) by Mr YA Bawany, Mr M Ilahi and Mr Rashid Ahmed in the 
1960s.366 In the MCCI phase, representations in the ministries became even more 
signi�icant. Mr Mostaque Ahmed Siddique and Mr MA Awal represented the Chamber in the 
Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles in 1997 and 1999.367 Consultative 
Committee to the Ministry of Jute & Textiles, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of 
Industries, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of Commerce, Consultative Committee 
to the Ministry of Communications are a few bodies in this phase where Mr Syed Mohsen 
Ali, Mr SH Kabir, Mr Syed Manzur Elahi, Mr Samson H Chowdhury, Mr Mahbub Jamil, Mr MA 
Sattar MP, and Mr MH Khan represented the Chamber and contributed signi�icantly to 
proceedings.368 

Representations in Trade Organizations/Associations: The Chamber became a member 
of the Associated Chamber of Commerce of India (ASSOCHAM) sometime in 1930s and 
continued to be a member till 1947. It received membership in the Associated Chamber of 
Commerce of Pakistan (ASSOCHAP) in 1960s. The Chamber sent representatives to the 
Federation of Chambers of Commerce of the British Empire in 1950,369 to the Federation of 
Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry in 1968,370 and to the Federation of 
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) in 1975.371 The MCCI, Dhaka, is 
still a member of FBCCI and the two organizations have been working together for the 
betterment of trade and commerce in Bangladesh. The Chamber’s members were 
represented in the Pakistan National Committee of International Chamber of Commerce,372 

as well as the Federation of Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan. In addition, the Chamber 
was represented in many other trade organizations and associations. In the 1950s the 

Chamber sent representatives to the Jute Brokers Association373 and the East Bengal Jute 
Dealers Association. The Chamber had representations in export and import-related 
organizations such as the National Export Council, the Export Promotion Council etc. Given 
below is a list of some organizations where the Chamber was represented.

Representations in Financial Institutions: The Chamber has also been represented in 
various �inancial institutions such as stock exchanges, banks and insurance companies. In 
its DNCC phase, Chamber representatives played active roles in the Pakistan Insurance 
Corporation (1951). In the MCCI, Dhaka phase, Mr Samson H Chowdhury (1997) and 

Mahbub Jamil (1999) were actively engaged in working with the Advisory Committee for 
the Securities and Exchange Commission.374 Mr SH Kabir (1978-79), Mr Rashid Ul Hasan 
(1985), and AKM Ghaffar (1990) represented the Chamber in Bangladesh Bank’s 
Co-ordinations Committee.375 

Representations in Commissions and Enquiries: The Chamber’s representations in 
committees of various commissions and enquiries formed by the government have also 
been important in terms of its representational functions. The earliest representations of 
the Chamber on Commissions and Enquiry Committees are Land Reforms Commission 
(1940), Economic Appraisal and Development Enquiry Committee (1952), Commodity 
Price Commission (1952) etc. Other such bodies where the Chamber has been represented 
are listed below: 

Representations in Urbanization and Town Development Bodies: The Chamber has 
nominated its members to different committees constituted for Narayanganj and Dhaka 
Improvement Trust and development bodies. They have played an important role in town 
development. One of the earliest example of representations in such bodies is to be found 
in the workings of the Narayanganj Municipality.376 

Representations in Ports and ICD: The Chamber’s participation and representation in 
committees on Ports and ICD (Internal Container Depot) formed by the government have 
also been very important in terms of its representational functions. The Chamber 
contributed actively to such bodies by nominating members for representation of its 
interests in them. Some of the earliest representations have been in bodies such as the 
Chittagong Port Authority (1959),377 Chalna Anchorage Advisory Committee (1959)378 and 
Chittagong Port Advisory Committee (1984)379. The Chamber has been regularly 
represented in these bodies since then.

Representations in Health Sector: The Chamber had contributed signi�icantly to the 
health sector of the region in general and Bangladesh in particular through its 
representatives in these bodies, councils or committees of the health sector and hospitals. 
In the NCC and DNCC phase, the Chamber nominated two members to the Managing 
Committee of the Victoria Hospital of Narayanganj in 1951.380 In 1952, the DNCC nominated 
Mr EG Stevenson and Mr CEC Guthrie to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the Victoria Hospital 
Committee.381 

Representations in Various Government and Other Committees: Representations of the 
Chamber in government and others non-government and semi-government committees 
have also been very important for it. Some examples of such representations are given 
below: 

The above list clearly indicates the contribution the Chamber has made to the eastern 
part of Bengal as a whole and to Bangladesh in particular. Representations in these sectors 
have facilitated regular dialogue with government, provided scope for advocacy, and 
allowed it to offer feedback on policies and legislation affecting business practices as well 
as to serve on statutory boards and government committees to help formulate policy 
guidelines and set standards that have contributed to the business climate and enhanced 
members’ competitiveness.

4.5 Publications
The Chamber has been publishing journals which are quite distinctive and have been 
well-appreciated at home and abroad. Circulars and bulletins issued at periodic intervals 
are supplied to members by the Chamber free of charge. Providing details of government 
and semi-governments noti�ications; reporting on the impact of legislation; judicial 
decisions in respect of business matters of general interest or signi�icance; publicizing 
trade inquiries and trade and business opportunities; providing information about new 
technologies and opportunities for technology transfer, areas of collaboration, investment 
trends, economic indicators, comparative data and analysis of such data, important events 
within the country and overseas, trade fairs and exhibition of special importance, visiting 
missions and dignitaries; reporting on important activities involving members and other 
similar information have made these publications useful and desirable.

Publications are an essential function of the Chamber and a service it offers to its 
members and the nation. Through its publications, the Chamber attempts to collect and 
disseminate information on business, including export, import, investment and tax 
regulations. The Chamber usually collects government circulars, notices, and statistical 
data from government and other bodies and disseminates information relating to trade, 
commerce and industry among members. It also prepares ‘Position Papers’ on various 
issues and circulates the Chamber’s decisions to its members, the society and the nation. As 
such, its publications have been playing a signi�icant role in the growth and development of 
trade and commerce in the land. The Chamber has various publications and they are 
published regularly. Some publications of the Chamber are Chamber News, Annual Report, 
the Summary of Taxation Rules, Quarterly Review, Tax News, Chamber Bulletin, Telephone 
Directory and the Diamond Jubilee Celebration Volume. In the millennium phase (2000 
onwards), the Chamber entered the digital world and information about it is available on 
the website of MCCI.382 

Research Cell and Preparation of Position Papers: Some major functions of the cell are: 
collecting data on trade and commerce ; maintaining a data-base and evaluating economic 
growth; compiling and analyzing monthly �igures of production in major industries, cost of 
living index, monthly �igures on import and export, and analyzing trends, policy reviews 
and evaluation; examining the budget of the country; preparing the Chamber’s budget 
proposals, and compiling and publishing periodicals. 

The Chamber usually offers its views and ideas on different issues relating to trade, 
investment and macroeconomic policies based on its research counterparts. Research and 
analytical studies are key tools in coming up with information necessary to provide policy 
and advocacy support to the government and to members. MCCI has the capacity to 
conduct qualitative and quantitative research. From time to time, the Chamber conducts 
joint studies and organizes events such as seminars and conferences with government and 
leading research organizations at home and abroad.383 Its regular publications re�lect the 
views and particular position of the Chamber on any number of issues.

For preparing position papers professionally, the research cell of the Chamber makes 
use of the best and most recent data relating to the issue at hand and presents an analysis 
of the relevant data. The analysis provided often indicates how business interests are being 
hurt by existing or proposed regulatory and tax structures and what measures should be 
adopted to relieve the business community in order to promote business development. The 
papers are the basis of the Chamber’s lobbying activities and position on issues 
disseminated through publications in the periodicals of the Chamber.

Regular Publications

Annual Report: The earliest and 
foremost publication of the 
Chamber is its Annual Report. 
This has been in regular 
publication since 1904. Due to 
political turmoil in Bengal 
(1903-08), the First and Second 
World War (1914-19, 1939-45), 
the Great Economic Depression 
(1930s), the Great Bengal 
Famine (1943), Partition of India 
(1947), Natural calamities and 
the War of Independence (1971), 
very few of these reports survive. However, Annual Reports published since 1954 are still 
available. These have become valuable records of the economic development of the region. 

All Reports contain important statistical data covering different aspects of the Country’s 
economic activities, along with other valuable information.

Chamber News is a monthly publication. It 
contains mainly information on recent national 
and international economic events, news about 
Chamber members, country pro�iles, Chamber 
matters, updates on new products, statistical 
overviews of different aspects, articles, news 
briefs on national and international business, 
trade enquiries and business proposals, 
review-related matters etc. Chamber News was 
�irst published in 1977. From 1978, this 
monthly News has been published with the help 
of advertisements provided by member-�irms. 
In the millennium phase, digital technologies 
have been adapted in the make-up and get-up 
process and Chamber News has now got an 
attractive look. This publication has earned 
both national and international reputation as one of the leading economic magazines of the 
region. This in-house magazine is distributed primarily to its members but because of its 
high quality and acceptability, it is also distributed amongst government departments, 

diplomatic missions, Bangladesh missions 
abroad, international economic agencies and 
research institutions at home and abroad. 

Quarterly Review: This is an important 
quarterly publication of the Chamber that 
focuses on the economic situation of 
Bangladesh and highlights performances in 
different macro economic sectors connected 
with trade and industry. It publishes interviews 
of leading entrepreneurs and is aimed at 
building con�idence among businessmen and 
members of the Chamber. The Quarterly Review 
has earned recognition as a quality business 
magazine. 

Bangladesh Economy: The Chamber’s Research Cell prepares a booklet named Bangladesh 
Economy for its members as well as general readers. Every aspect of the Bangladesh 
economy as well as the economic performance of the Country in a �iscal year is covered in 

it. Business growth, agriculture, industry, 
services, investment and saving, monetary 
development, export-import, balance of 
payments, remittance, foreign aid, foreign 
direct investment, foreign exchange reserves, 
the National Budget and new investments are 
some of the topics featured in Bangladesh 
Economy. 

Summary of Taxation Rules: This is a yearly 
publication of the Chamber. It is published 
after the announcement of the Government’s 
Annual Budget. Through the Summary of 
Taxation Rules, the Chamber attempts to 
explain the requirements of the laws in the 
�ield of income tax, customs and excise duties 

and other taxes mentioned in the Budget. 

Telephone Directory: Another yearly publication of the Chamber is Telephone Guide. This 
useful publication of the Chamber compiles 
telephone numbers of important government 
of�icials, diplomatic missions, �inancial 
institutions, trade bodies, stock exchange etc. 
In this Guide, telephone numbers of members 
of the Chamber Committee, Chamber 
Secretariat and Bangladesh Employers 
Federation are included. Important phone 
numbers of semi-government, 
non-government departments and leading 
autonomous organizations are also included 
in this directory. 

Major Economic Indicators of Bangladesh is 
prepared by the Economic Research Cell of 
MCCI. Population and mainly macroeconomic 

aspects, including details of GDP, growth, per capita GDP, agriculture, industry etc. of 
Bangladesh are included in the publication. The major economic indicators of Bangladesh 
are updated annually through this publication.

Occasional Publications
The Diamond Jubilee Publication was brought out in 1979 to commemorate 75 years of the 
Chamber. On that occasion, the Chamber published not only the Annual Report of 1978-79 
as its Diamond Jubilee Year, 1904-1979, but also a particular section separately titled 
Chamber’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration, 1904-1979. in 1987, the Chamber published 
“Industry in Bangladesh” jointly with the Ministry of Industries, Government of 
Bangladesh, and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).384

Contact with the Media
The Metropolitan Chamber maintains close contact with the press and electronic media in 
order to:

•  Disseminate information to the public; 

•  Create public opinion against any changes in government policy which adversely affects 
the interests of the business community;

•  Publicize the activities of the Chamber;
•  Provide instant reaction to a public policy or decision;
•  Provide publicity for any offer of training programs, workshops, seminars and for trade 

delegations; 
•  Circulate news on changes in the chamber e.g. new of�ice bearers; 

• Create public opinion against political activity that disrupts business and commerce.

Initially the Chamber would issue press releases irregularly to articulate its concerns 
on the proposed budget by the government. But from the phase of MCCI, Dhaka (1979-99), 
it started issuing press releases on a regular basis to articulate its concerns not only on the 
proposed budget but also on signi�icant events relating to politics and the economy of the 
country. To create a better socio-political environment, the Chamber urged political parties 
to lower the frequency of hartals and strikes. The Chamber, along with, other leading trade 
bodies of the country, jointly issued press releases to condemn hartals and urged exploring 
alternate means of expressing political differences.

In the Millennium phase, the Chamber continues to issue public statements and press 
releases to articulate its concerns and convey its stand-point to the public on nationally and 
internationally important issues. In this phase, the Chamber has also begun to issue joint 
statements with BGMEA, DCCI, CCCI, FICCI, BTMA, FBCCI and other important trade bodies 
in Bangladesh so that the voice raised by the businessmen is united, powerful and more 
effective than before. Some selected press releases are reproduced from the Annual Reports 
of the Chamber in the Appendices Section. See appendix 22.

4.6 Communication Development
The Chamber operated a courier service from Dhaka to Chittagong and Khulna, from the 
early 1950s. Urgent commercial mail and important documents were collected from 
member-�irms and dispatched by air through this service. The Chamber introduced its 
courier service at the beginning of its DNCC phase.385 Subsequently, the Chamber operated 
its courier service from Dhaka to other parts of the country as well.386 With the advent of 
private courier services, the Chamber discontinued its courier service in 1989. 

The Chamber also offened Telex Service to member-�irms at an earlier period. This 
service helped disseminate urgent messages, like international tenders. It was available for 
member-�irms.387 

During the DNCCI and NCCI phases, the Chamber gave great emphasis on the 
communication sector. It dealt with frequent complaints regarding communication, 
including posts and telegraph, teleprinter services, postal deliveries, communications 
between East and West Pakistan, local telephone charges, railway transport, inland water 
transport and so on.388 For inter-wing shipping communication, the Chamber worked to 
ease problems relating to coastal shipping.389 

For the Teleprinter service, endeavor was made from 1955 onwards for the 
installation of a teleprinter in the Chamber for use of members.390 The Chamber worked 
hard to increase the Trunk Calls circuits between Dacca and Khulna via Kushtia.391 

The Chamber used to assist individual members with telephone service in the 
1960s.392 At that time, the Chamber was greatly concerned about the condition of the 
Dacca-Narayanganj Road. It eventually contributed to the reconstruction of the road.393 

Because of technological developments in communication and other developments, 
the Chamber now does not need to offer these services.

4.7 Annual General Meeting (AGM)
The Chamber organizes its Annual General Meeting (AGM) every December or at another 
convenient time. 

During the pre-liberation period of Bangladesh, the Chief Minister or Governor of East 
Bengal, East Pakistan’s Governor, and sometimes the Governor-General of Pakistan, would 
grace AGMs as the chief guest, which were followed by dinner. During the NCCI phase, 
Chamber’s AGMs were graced by the Governor-General of Pakistan or the Chief Minister of 

East Bengal or the Governor of East Pakistan. In 1953, the Governor General of Pakistan 
Ghulam Muhammed was present as a Chief Guest at the AGM of the Chamber. He accepted 
the invitation to open the new Chamber Building.394 AK Fazlul Haq, Governor of East Bengal, 
addressed the Chamber as the Chief Guest in 1956.394a A large number of dignitaries were 
also invited to be present at the AGM session in this phase. Among them were Mr G David 
(Deputy High Commissioner of UK in East Pakistan) and Mr Goro Tsukamoto (Consul for 
Japan in East Pakistan) who were present in 1956.395 In this phase, Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, HS Suhrawardy, was invited as the Chief Guest but was unable to accept the 
invitation due to other preoccupations.396 

In the �irst part of its NCCI phase, governors of East Pakistan would be regularly 
present at AGMs. Mr Zakir Hossain, the Governor of East Pakistan, addressed the Chamber 
in 1959 and Mr Azam Khan, Governor of East Pakistan in 1960. Mr Abdul Monem Khan 
attended the Chamber AGM on four occasions in the 1960s.397 During this phase 
distinguished guests from Diplomatic Corps, government departments, and trade and 
industry would attend the session. In the Presidential Address the President would talk 
about the overall situation of the country, especially economic challenges that were to be 

overcome. It also covered a wide range of subjects, both national and international. The 
Governor in his address discuss issues raised by the Chamber President.398 

In independent Bangladesh, the Chamber came out of its practice of inviting a Chief 
Guest at the main session of the Annual General Meeting. Instead, the Chief Guest would 
now be invited only to its dinner or luncheon sessions. In 1972, Mr AR Siddiqi, Minister for 
Trade and Commerce, was the �irst such Chief Guest in independent Bangladesh.399 In a 
meeting held in 1974, the Chamber Committee decided that no Chief Guest would 
henceforth be invited to the AGM of the Chamber.400

            THE CHAMBER AND THE NATION

The activities of the Metropolitan Chamber are evidence of its concern not only for the 
interest and well-being of its members, but also for the social and humanitarian causes, 
bene�itting the nation over the decades. Since its inception, the Chamber has stood by the 
people of Bangladesh and has contributed to the establishment of sectors such as 
education, health and environment.

Encouraging members to take part in social and humanitarian services is one of the 
primary objectives of MCCI. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) has always been an 
important focus of the Chamber. In fact, a sub-committee, named ‘Corporate Governance 
and CSR’, has been working actively to this end from 2010. This sub-committee was formed 
to serve the nation in all possible ways and was not con�ined to trade and business-related 
activities. Over the years, the Chamber has rendered many services to the nation by 
contributing �inancially as well as helping otherwise as part of its social and humanitarian 
commitment to the nation. CSR has become an integral part of the Chamber’s mission. 

The Metropolitan Chamber has been playing a leading role primarily to help in the 
economic progress of the country. But, it is aware that such progress depends on taking 
comprehensive and sustainable initiatives elsewhere and these involve making 
contributions to the nation on social and humanitarian fronts. The Chamber has 
contributed immensely to public sectors such as, education and health and has earned a 
solid reputation thereby. It has taken some notable initiatives on environmental issues and 
these are going to be highlighted in this chapter along with the Chamber’s involvement in 
other CSR issues.

5.1 Education Sector
As a part of the benevolent work and social responsibility that it sees as integral to its 
mission, the Metropolitan Chamber has contributed signi�icantly to the education sector of 
the eastern part of Bengal and Bangladesh over the decades. However, because of the 
paucity of sources, the complete picture of Chamber’s philanthropic activities in its NCC 
phase (1904-1950) could not be fully presented. 

It can be inferred though, that the Chamber had some sort of connection to the 
establishment of Narayanganj High School (1885) and Morgan Girls School (1910) in its 
�irst phase. In fact, these two educational institutions were established with the �inancial 
help of some merchants of Narayanganj who were believed to be actively involved in the 
formation of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Narayanganj High School was an 
English medium school. It became a middle school in 1876 and �inally a high school in 1885. 
The school was located on the bank of the Sitalakhya near Netaiganj from 1885 to 1907. 
After 1907, this school received donations from NCC on many occasions and gradually 
became a reputed institution of the area. From 1922 to 1948 the reputation of this 
institution spread far and wide. 

In 1937, when Narayanganj Women’s College was established, local merchants were 
approached for �inancial assistance. Mr RP Saha, the eminent philanthropist and merchant 
of Narayanganj, made a signi�icant contribution to the college. In the 1940s, this college 
became Tolaram Women College. Madanlal Saragi, son of Tolaram Saragi, donated a sum of 
Rs 25 thousand to the College for its development. Tolaram Company was a Marwari �irm 
in Narayanganj and a prominent member of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Not 
only Mr Tolaram, but other merchants of the city associated with NCC, also extended their 
help to the college on various occasions.

5.1.1 Viqarunnisa Noon School: In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon School was established in 
Dhaka by Lady Noon, the wife of Mr Feroj Khan Noon, Governor of East Bengal. The 
Chamber had an important role to play in establishing the school, though economically the 
Chamber was going through a dif�icult time.401 The school began functioning in Bailey Road, 
initially as a preparatory school. In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon appealed to well-to-do people 
including the Chamber of Commerce for �inancial help. Mr AR Faridi, the Chamber 
President at the time, received a letter of appeal for funds of a school which was to be built 
along the lines of an English Public School to accommodate approximately 700 pupils to be 
instructed with the help of well-quali�ied staff. 

In June 1952, the Chamber received a letter from the District Magistrate of Dacca 
mentioning the donation of Rs 10,000 by the Burmah Oil Co. Ltd. towards the school. 
Meanwhile, MM Ispahani and AD Boldy agreed to organize a proper campaign to collect 
funds for the school.402 

In January and February, 1953, the Chamber circulated an appeal to its members and 
collected Rs 28,500. This sum was donated to the school fund.403 The Chamber continued its 
efforts to come up with a substantial donation. Subsequently, Lady Noon corresponded 
once more with the Chamber. Members of the Chamber and af�iliated Associations 
contributed Rs 61,750/- to Viqarun Nisa Girls School.404 In 1953, the Chamber President Mr 
RWN Ferguson was appointed as a member of the Governing Body of the School.405 Later, Mr 
MM Ispahani was also nominated to the Governing Body of the school.

5.1.2 Udayan Bidyalay: Presently known as Udayan Higher Secondary School Dhaka, this 
private higher secondary school was established in 1955 by the University of Dhaka. It is a 
co-educational institution and currently one of the most well-known schools of Dhaka. In a 
Committee meeting held on 27 November, 1973, the Chamber changed its earlier decision 
to make a monthly donation of Tk 250 to the school. Udayan School Authorities had 
requested the Chamber Committee to consider donating a lump sum so that the money 
might be utilized towards the extension of the school building which was needed to meet 
the great rush of students following liberation. The Committee decided that member-�irms 
be requested to contribute at the following rates: Ordinary Member Tk 500 and Associate 
Member Tk 125.406 

The Chamber made further donations to this school afterwards. In a meeting held on 
15 February, 1974, the Chamber Committee noted that it had made a total donation of Tk 
11,500. The Chamber President mentioned in a meeting that the authorities of the Udayan 
School had again approached him to consider giving some more �inancial assistance to help 
them complete the school building. The Committee then decided to donate Tk 10,000 more 
to Udayan School.407 In 1975, the Chamber again donated Tk 10,000 to the institution.408 

5.1.3 The Narayanganj Education Society: The Narayanganj Education Society was 
formed in 1956 under the Society Registration Act, 1860. The aim of the Society was to 
promote quality education among the people of Narayanganj regardless of caste, creed and 
religion. The �irst Executive Committee, consisting of 12 members, included Mr Hanif 
Adamjee of Adamjee Jute Mills Ltd, Mr Ahmad Dada, Mr AKI Abrehani of R Sim & Co. Ltd., 
Mr SL Husain, a banker, Mr JA Hume of Pakbay Co. Ltd., Mr GL Jain, a businessman, Dr AWF 
Rahman, a medical practitioner, Mr AKK Haque of Muslim Commercial Bank Ltd., Mr AG 
Jiwani of Bawa Jute Mills, Mr AK Chatarjee, a legal practitioner and Mr HA Ghani, a 
businessman. Most of them were members of DNCCI. When the Society appealed to the 
Chamber for donations the Chamber forwarded the appeal to its member-�irms so that they 
could contribute.409 

In 1960, the Chamber offered to nonate its Henderson Road land to the Education 
Society for the construction of a school building. However this was not possible due to legal 
complications.410 

5.1.4 Polytechnic Education in East Bengal: In 1953, the East Bengal Government 
appealed to the Chamber for a donation of Rs 7,20,000 for the development of the newly 
established Polytechnic at Tejgaon (Dacca) in East Bengal.411 The Chamber circulated this 
request to its member-�irms. In 1954, Mr A Khalilee, Secretary-Commerce, Labour 
Industries, inquired about the progress of the donation scheme412 and a sub-committee 
recommended a guideline for contributions. In the end, the Chamber managed to collect a 
good amount, which was then handed over to the Project Authority. The fund provided by 
the DNCCI was mainly used for the scholarships of Polytechnic students. In 1955, the 
Chamber received a reminder letter to provide a Stipend Fund for students of the Institute. 
The Chamber provided as many scholarships to the Polytechnic students as it could for 
three more years.413 

5.1.5 Chittagong Public School: In 1953, an appeal to the Chamber was made by Mr MM 
Ispahani to lend support to the construction and running of a public school being set up in 
Chittagong.414 Mr Ispahani, then Director of PIDC, suggested that jute press house owners 
and shippers could each contribute half an anna per bale on all pucca bales handled by 
them. The Chamber agreed in principle to help the Ispahani School but considered giving 
one anna per jute bale too high an amount.415 The Chamber, however, circulated the request 
and in the end a good sum was collected for this purpose.

5.1.6 Institute of Business Administration, University of Dhaka: University of Dhaka, 
with the help of the Ford Foundation, set up the Institute of Business Administration. Dr 
Olescanin, the �irst Adviser of this Institute, invited the Committee members of NCCI and 

they met him under the leadership of Mr YA Bawani, the then President of the Chamber. A 
two year course was started in that year with 35 students. The idea was to provide students 
with an education which would be different from traditional business education. Students 
would now be trained to hold senior positions in business and handle day to day as well 
as long-term �inancial and marketing problems. The Government provided a set up fund 

of Rs 30,000. NCCI took great interest in this project and was of the view that this would go 
a long way towards ful�illing the genuine need for trained senior executives in the province. 
The Chamber assured the Adviser, that it would do everything possible to make the 
Institute a success. After independence, MCCI continued to nominate members to IBA. MR 
Siddiqui (1979-80 and 1986-89), M Anis Ud Dowla (1982) and SH Kabir (1983-85) were 
thus nominated to its Academic Board.416 

5.1.7 Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund: The deed of the 
‘Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund’ was registered in 1979. 
Subsequently, the Fund was approved by the National Board of Revenue and it came into 
existence after the necessary formalities were complted, on 3 July, 1979.417 

5.1.8 Jamiat-Ul-Falah: The Committee considered a request for donation to the 
Jamiat-ul-Falah, a philanthropic organization entrusted with the setting up of an Islamic 
Research Centre, Welfare Complex and a mosque in Chittagong. The Committee considered 
the request and decided that Chamber members should donate generously to the Fund. The 
Chamber approached a number of selected member-�irms and arranged for a substantial 
donation to the Fund.418 

5.1.9 Eighth Pakistan Science Conference: The Chamber received an appeal from the “8th 
Pakistan Science Conference” for a donation to meet the costs of the conference, which was 
to be attended by distinguished scientists from abroad. The Committee considered that this 
was a cause worthy of support and a circular was issued to members recommending that 
they should contribute. In the Committee’s view, a donation of Rs 100 was considered 
reasonable and a recommendation to members was made accordingly.419 In 1968 and 1970, 
the Chamber contributed towards the expenses of the “All Pakistan Science Conference.”420 

The Chamber worked assiduously with schools, colleges, institutes, training 
companies, madrashas and other educational bodies (government and non-government) 
and assisted them in various ways. In January 1965, the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Pakistan (Dacca Region) asked the Chamber to contribute for the 

construction of their building.421 The Chamber agreed to do so and asked its member to 
donate a sum of Rs 100 each to this Institute. Apart from the above mentioned educational 
institutes, the Chamber extended its generous help to set up the Narayanganj HE School 
(1953), Trade Union Workers Training Institute (1955), Dacca Law College (1957), 
University Of�icers Training Corps. (UOTC) (1958), St. Joseph’s School, Dacca (1959), 
Narayanganj Senior Islamia Madrasha (1960), East Regional Laboratory Science High 
School (1968), and Narayanganj English Preparatory School (1968). Donations were made 
to St. Joseph’s School (1959) and Udayan School, Dacca (1957) for construction of their 
buildings and expansion of rooms. The Chamber also came forward to provide �inancial 
help for the East-Pakistan Educational Week and Pakistan History and Museum Conference 
(1953), and for an excursion tour undertaken by Tolaram College students to travel to West 
Pakistan in 1970.422 The Chamber also extended its help to Mr Harun-ur Rashid, a lecturer 
of the University of Chittagong for working on his PhD in Japan in 1977.423 

5.2 Health Sector
As a part of its benevolent work and social responsibility, the Metropolitan Chamber has 
always contributed handsomely to the health sector in this region. The Chamber made a 
noteworthy contribution to Victoria Hospital in Narayanganj in 1950s and Holy Family 
Hospital in Dhaka in the 1950s and 60s. 

5.2.1 Victoria Hospital: Victoria Hospital was the �irst hospital set up in Narayanganj. It 
was established in 1885 by the municipality with �inancial contributions from Harakanta 
Banerjee.424 Subsequently, it was handed over to the municipality. In 1939, the Chamber 
Committee extended its help for development of the Hospital. The Chamber received an 
appeal for donations for the maintenance and upkeep of the institution which was run on 
voluntary subscription.425 The donation made to Victoria Hospital was one of the much 
appreciated initiatives undertaken by the Chamber in the 1950s.426 

The Honorary Secretary of Victoria Hospital requested Narayanganj Chamber to 
provide �inancial help to it in 1950 and the Chamber did so. At the request of the Hospital 
Committee, member-�irms of the Chamber contributed to the Victoria Hospital’s ‘Poor 
Patient Fund’427 for a long time. To increase its assistance, the Chamber made an appeal to 

its member-�irms for voluntary subscriptions. A Women’s organization also approached 
the Chamber for donation to the female ward of Victoria Hospital.428 The Chamber referred 
its appeal to members. In a meeting held on 1 May 1951, the Chamber received a proposal  
from the Sub-Divisional Of�icer, Narayanganj to send a representative to the Hospital 
Committee so that member-�irms could continue their donations to the Hospital. The 
Chamber Committee accepted the offer and pointed out that most member-�irms were 
donating money to the Hospital on a regular basis.429 

In 1952, DNCC nominated Capt. EG Stevenson of Bangla-Assam Steamship Co. Ltd. and 
Mr CEC Guthrie of IGN & RSN Co. Ltd. to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the ‘Victoria Hospital 
Committee’.430 As per records, though Victoria Hospital was under the management of the 
Municipality, the management of this fund was under the disposal of the Hospital 
Committee. In 1956, the Chamber Committee decided that the balance of the fund would be 
donated to Holy Family Hospital on certain terms and conditions. In 1959, the SDO of 
Narayanganj again requested the Chamber to continue contributing to Victoria Hospital.

5.2.2 Dacca Ladies Club Poor Patients Fund: In response to a request from Dacca Ladies 
Club, in 1953, the Chamber contributed Rs 150 from its own fund and requested the 
Pakistan Jute Association to consider donating a similar amount for the Club’s “Poor 
Patients Fund”.431

5.2.3 Holy Family Hospital Scheme: In March 1953, the Chamber President Mr RWN 
Ferguson was approached by the sisters of Holy Family Hospital to contribute to the Holy 
Family Hospital Scheme. In response, the Chamber initiated a scheme for medical 
treatment of Chamber employees based on donations made to Holy Family Hospital.432 In 
order to implement the scheme, an Adhoc Committee was formed consisting of Mr AD 
Boldy and Mr AB Baike of the Chamber. In June 1953, the Chamber issued a circular in 
regard to donation policy and a sub-committee was assigned to draw up recommendations 
on donations and the medical scheme. Mr MM Ispahani, Mr Ferguson and Mr Boldy were 
members of the Sub Committee.433

DNCCI gave donations for the development of Holy Family Hospital in return for 
treatment facilities for Chamber staff. In 1956, the balance of the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ was 
handed over to Holy Family Hospital on condition that a certain number of beds would be 

reserved in the maternity wards for poor patients from Narayanganj who would be 
screened by the Fund managers and sent to Holy Family Hospital for free treatment 
through a Screening Committee.434 However, this idea was ultimately dropped as some 
donors balked at this system and since the government did not approve the transfer of the 
‘Poor Patient’s Fund’ to this hospital. In 1958, the Chamber Secretariat arranged for 
treatment of some of daily patients without prior appointment in the Hospital.435

In 1959, the Hospital Contact Committee of the Chamber consisted of Mrs. Conventry, 
Mr Naser-ud-Deen Khan and Mr Heald, who continued to meet once every month with the 
Holy Family Hospital authorities when matters raised by members of the scheme were 
discussed and reasons for complaints investigated. The Chamber tried to solve all problems 
through regular coordination with the Hospital administration, doctors and patients.436

In 1962, a few member-�irms complained about the services. The Chamber took note 
of the matter and discussed the issue in detail with the Hospital authority.437 In 1965, when 
Holy Family Hospital raised its fees, NCCI agreed to pay according to the revised rate. This 
arrangement with Holy Family Hospital continued till the 1960s.

5.2.4 Dacca Shishu Hospital: After liberation, the Chamber gave donations to the Shisu 
(Children) Hospital Project, Dacca in 1977. In a meeting held on 12 April 1977 with hospital 
authorities the Chamber supported the cause, nathing that Shishu Hospital was a unique 
project and that member-�irms of the Chamber would surely give it spontaneous 
support.438

5.2.5 Others: Apart from these medical schemes, the Chamber extended its support to 
many other health care programs and medical institutions. In the 1950s, for example, the 
Chamber made donations to the “Women’s Small Pox Prevention Committee”. The Chamber  
donated to the program for prevention of Blindness in East Bengal; it also donated to the 
Public Health Day observance events in 1958 and the Malaria Eradication Program. Upon a 
request of Dr Mohammed Ibrahim for construction of the Diabetic Clinic at Segunbagicha, 
NCCI and its member-�irms regularly contributed to the Diabetic Association of Pakistan 
from 1963 to 1965.439 In 1966, the Chamber gave donations to the fund set up for Disabled 
Air Force Personnel, injured during the 1965 war.

Apart from the Chamber making donations to health-related projects, member-�irms 
donated to the Health sector on their own. For instance, Mr MM Ispahani of the Ispahani 
Group established the Ispahani Eye Hospital at Dhaka while Mr RP Saha of Kumudini 
Welfare Trust of Bengal established the biggest private sector hospital in the country in the 
1960s, namely Kumudini Hospital at Mirzapur, Tangail.

5.3 Environment Sector
Presently, the Chamber has been making a signi�icant contribution to the environmental 
sector of Bangladesh. MCCI promoted ‘Environmental Management Program’ with the 
World Bank in 2000; it has taken a part in the campaign launched by the Daily Star for ‘clean 
rivers’ in 2009; and most importantly, it has introduced an Award on the Environment in 
2009.

5.3.1 Environmental Management Program: In response to a proposal from the World 
Bank’s Dhaka of�ice, the Chamber Committee agreed to join its Environmental Management 
Programme for the industrial sector. Under this program, 20 member-organizations of the 
Chamber were selected, whose employees were given training on Environmental 
Management Systems by World Bank experts.440

5.3.2 Discussion on ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’: The chamber is 
concerned about the impact of climate change and is aware that it is a critical issue for 
many countries, including Bangladesh. It thus organized a discussion meeting on 25 August 
2010 entitled ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’ where some members took part 
and exchanged views on the issue. Dr Aynun Nishat, Vice-Chancellor of BRAC University, 
and an eminent environmentalist, apprised members of the latest developments on the 
issue.441

5.3.3 Environmental Initiatives to Prevent Water Pollution: The Chamber associated 
itself with the campaign launched by Daily Star for clean rivers (Buriganga, Sitalakhya, and 
Turag) as part of its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). The committee noted that 
nearly 7500 industrial units have been polluting the three rivers around Dhaka city by 

discharging toxic waste, mainly, textile dyes, printing and washing chemicals and ef�luent 
waste of tanneries. The Committee felt, that MCCI’s association with the campaign would 
make the business community more sensitive to the issue of environmental degradation 
and induce business enterprises to introduce ef�luent treatment measures. Accordingly, a 
delegation from the Chamber called on the editor of the Daily Star on June 06, 2009, to 
articulate the chamber’s desire to support the campaign to mitigate the consequences of 
polluted river water.442 The editor and publisher of Daily Star Mr Mahfuz Anam expressed 
gratitude for MCCI’s support in favour of the campaign launched by Daily Star for clear 
rivers. The committee also recognized the need for sending invitations to other leading 
trade bodies to join with MCCI in expressing the business community’s solidarity with the 
campaign for clean rivers.443

As part its drive to support the Daily Star’s Clean Rivers Campaign, the Chamber 
organized a meeting with the heads of some major trade bodies and associations at the 
Chamber Building on 15 July 2009 to discuss the issue of environment pollution, 
particularly the pollution of the three rivers encircling Dhaka City and the role and 
responsibilities of the business community in this matter. As a follow up to the solidarity 
expressed for the clean rivers campaign, the Committee decided to invite Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, MP, Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Environment for the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee of the Ministry of Forest and Environment.444

5.3.4 Introducing Award on Environment: The Chamber continued its support towards 
environment protection and the clean river campaign initiated by the Daily Star in 2009. 
The Chamber Committee decided to grant three awards; two to deserving journalists in the 
print and electronic media for outstanding investigative reporting on the clear river 
campaign and one to an enterprise for having taken a commendable program on setting up 
an effective ef�luent treatment plant (ETP). A 5-member committee was set up for selecting 
deserving candidates.445 The award comprised a cash grant of Tk 1 lac;  on annual 
subscription to international magazines, reports and publications on environmental issues 
for a value of up to Tk 50 thousands to deserving journalists and conductors of TV 
programs, and a certi�icate with a crest to the deserving enterprise. The �irst Award 
Selection Committee was headed by Dr Akbar Ali Khan, former Adviser to the Caretaker 

Government. After a vigorous selection process, it selected Mr Pinaki Roy of the Daily Star 
as the best investigative journalist, Mr SM Babu of ATN Bangla as the best investigative 
conductor of TV program on environmental pollution, and Echotex Limited as the best 
enterprise for exemplary initiative undertaken for ef�luent treatment in 2009.446 The Award 
Selection Committee invited nominations of newspaper reports, TV programs, TV feature 
�ilms and commendable initiatives for different treatment and control of ef�luent discharge 
through newspaper advertisements and by issuing letters to TV channels, press clubs, 
editors of newspapers, trade bodies and associations and entrepreneurs. The �irst award 
giving ceremony was held on 2 June, 2010. As per the announcement made by MCCI, Mr 
Pinaki Roy and Mr SM Babu received Taka one lac each, annual subscriptions of 
international magazines, reports and publications up to Taka �ifty thousand, and an MCCI 
plaque. Echotex Limited also received an MCCI plaque as a special award.447

5.3.5 Roundtable on Environment and River Pollution: The Chamber organised a 
roundtable discussion among members of the business community, civil society, media, and 
policy makers at the Chamber’s Conference Hall on 26 July, 2009. Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, Hon’ble Member of the Parliament and Chairman of the Environment 
Sub-Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Environment and Forests, 
was present in the session as the Chief Guest. Other members of Parliament, presidents and 
chairmen of leading trade bodies, the editor of the Daily Star, members of the business 
community, media professionals and past presidents of the Chamber were present and 
took part in the discussion that focused on the respective roles and responsibilities of the 
business community and the government in mitigating environmental challenges. The 
Chamber expressed its commitment to spontaneously support any national program on 
environmental issues, particularly for saving rivers based on the historic 11-point directive 
of the High Court issued on 25 June, 2009. The role of the media, particularly, that of Daily 
Star, was praised, for developing public awareness on the environment. The Honourable 
members of Parliament present commended the role of the Chamber, and thanked it for 
organizing such an event.448
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Bengal Chamber of Commerce (BCC) situated in Kolkata. In addition to the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce, the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce also sent representatives to 
government bodies through their nominations to boards, committees and councils. 

In the second phase (1950-52), the Chamber continued to have representation in 
government and non-government bodies, advisory committees and councils. The Chamber 
representation to Employers Association (MM Ispahani, 1951),325 East Bengal Board of 
Industries (JWE Berry, 1952),326 Foreign Trade Development Council (A Jalil, 1951),327 Jute 
Brokers Association (1951),328 and Narayanganj Municipality (1952)329 are some examples.

The DNCCI Phase (1952-59) saw the Chamber make nearly 35 representations to 
various committees or organizations.330 In this phase, most importantly, the Chamber 
offered representations in educational institutions as well as government and non- 
government bodies and committees such as the Board of Governors, Viqarunnissa Noon 
School (MM Ispahani, 1956, 1957),331 Court of the University of Dhaka (MM Ispahani, 1956, 
AA Kahlon, 1957),332 and the Government College of Commerce, Chittagong (MM Ispahani, 
1953).333 

In the NCCI Phase (1959-79), the Chamber was represented in 90 committees or 
organizations of government, semi- government and autonomous institutions.334 From this 
number, it can be easily seen how the Chamber became the biggest representative trade 
organization of the country. From this phase onwards its representational function 
became an integral part of the Chamber’s work. Along with public ones, the Chamber got 
involved in numerous bodies, councils and committees of non- government and 
autonomous institutions. Some new and noteworthy representations in this phase were in 
the Central Advisory Council for the Ministry of Commerce (YA Bawany, 1965, M Ilahi & 
Rashid Ahmed, 1969, M Ilahi, 1968),335 Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce & 

Foreign Trade (FK Ghuznavi, 1968, 1975),336 Dacca-Narayanganj Electricity Advisory 
Committee (M Ilahi, 1963, 1969),337 Import Advisory Committee of the Chief Controller of 
Imports & Exports (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),338 Management Board for Abandoned 
Properties for Dacca City and Adjoining Areas (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),339 Narayanganj 
Town Development Committee (MA Sattar, 1977),340 Bangladesh Industrial Facilities Board 
(ASF Rahman, 1979),341 and the District Committee for Organizing Cottage and Small 
Industries (Mohsen Ali, 1977, ASF Rahman, 1979).342

In 1979, the Chamber was renamed the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Dhaka (MCCI, Dhaka). The MCCI phase is divided into two parts. In the �irst part 
of this phase (1979-1999), the Chamber continued to help build up a strong economic 
base for the country and was represented in important public bodies as well as 
autonomous committees and organizations. At least 65 such representations were made343 

by the Chamber and it worked successfully to give suggestions and offer its views in these 
bodies, committees and organizations. Some selected important examples of 
representations of this phase are as follows: Advisory Committee to the Commissioners of 
Taxes (K Kamrul Hoda, 1979; KA Huque, 1985, 1990, 1997, 1999),344 Advisory Committee 
for Securities and Exchange Commission (Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),345 Bangladesh Bank’s Co-ordinations Committee (SH Kabir, 1979; Rashid-ul Hasan, 
1985; AKM Ghaffar, 1990),346 Consultative Committee for the National Board of Revenue 
(MR Siddqi, 1985; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1990; Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),347 Training & Employment of Advisory Committee of Dacca Polytechnic Institute 
(FK Ghuznavi, 1978-79),348 Institute of Business Administration, Dhaka University (M Anis 
Ud Dowla, 1982; SH Kabir, MR Siddiqi, 1978-79),349 Inter-Ministerial Committee on Labour 

(FK Ghuznavi, 1979, 1985; Laila Rahman Kabir, 1997, 1999),350 and National Consultative 
Committee on Power (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1979; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1985; SA Azim, 1990; 
Azimur Rahman, 1997).351

In the new millennium the Chamber’s representational functions have become even 
more important than in earlier years. It now has more representations in public bodies, 
advisory committees, advisory boards and advisory councils; consultative committees of 
various ministries; trade organizations; �inancial institutions; various commissions and 
enquiries; urbanization and town development bodies; ports and ICD; the health sector; 
educational and other institutions. Some selected important representations of this current 
phase have been as follows: Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles (MA Awal, 
2002, Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2008, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2008, 2013),352 Advisory 
Committee for Securities and Exchange Commission (Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2002, 2004, 
2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Nihad Kabir, 2013),353 Consultative Committee to the Ministry 
of Commerce (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2004, Latifur rahman, 2008, 
Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),354 Jute & Textile Council of the 
Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (AK Shamsuddin, 2002, Kamran T Rahman, 
2008, 2010),355 National Committee on Exports (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),356 
National Council for Industrial Development, NCID (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013) .357

As was mentioned earlier, almost all leading industrial organizations in the private 
and public sectors are at present members of the Chamber and Chamber representatives 
have been playing signi�icant roles in decision and policy-making in almost all public and 
private bodies, committees and councils of Bangladesh. In serving business responsibly in 
its 110 years history, the Metropolitan Chamber has given representations to over a 
hundred government, non-government, semi-government and autonomous committees 
and organizations. 

Representations in Public Bodies: The Chamber’s representations to public advisory 
committees, advisory boards and advisory councils have been regular features in the 
post-partition phase of the Chamber’s existence. Chamber members have been nominated 

to such bodies regularly and have worked there conscientiously. For example, its 
representations to the East Bengal Board of Industries and the East Bengal Labour 
Advisory Board continued till the middle of the 1950s. In addition, the Chamber also had 
representations in the Narayanganj Municipality; Associated Chamber of Commerce of 
Pakistan; Pakistan Tea Board and Pakistan Tea Licensing Committee. In 1953, two of the 
Chamber representatives were nominated for the Regional Employment Advisory 
Committee for East Bengal. In the same year the then President of the Chamber, Mr A Jalil, 
became a member of the Executive Committee of the Governor’s Refugee Relief Fund.358 In 
the Pakistan Tea Board, the former Chamber President Mr MM Ispahani was active for a 
couple of years as a member of the Tea Board.359 Mr DS Jamal was re-nominated as the 
Chamber’s representative on the East Bengal Railway Advisory Committee after 
completing his two years in 1955.360 In a meeting held on 13 September 1977, the 
Chamber’s representatives on the Panel of Advisers for Private Sector Industries 
constituted by the Planning Commission were chosen. Mr M Anis Ud Dowla and Mr Zeaul 
Huq were selected for two years to represent NCCI in the committee.361

Representations in Educational Institutions: Chamber members were represented in 
various educational and professional institutions of government, semi- government, or 

autonomous bodies. In 1956 and 1957, the Chamber nominated Mr MM Ispahani and Mr 
AA Kahlon to the Court of the University of Dhaka.362 In 1977, the Dean of the Faculty of 
Commerce, University of Dhaka, informed the Chamber that Mr Rashid Ahmed had 
completed his two years tenure and a replacement would be considered on expiry of the 
term.363 This is evidence of the Chamber’s continued representation in the Commerce 
Faculty of the University of Dhaka in that period. 

Representations in Consultative Committees of Ministries: Representations to 
consultative committees of various ministries constitute an important activity of the 
Chamber. Since its NCCI phase (1959-1979), the Chamber has been working with 
numerous ministerial committees. The Ministry of Commerce, Commerce and Foreign 
Trade, Commerce and Industry, Communication and Textile are where the Chamber is 
represented most actively on a regular basis. Mr M Ahad and Mr MH Adamjee represented 
it in an Advisory Council of the Ministry of Commerce in 1963.364 Mr FK Ghuznavi 
represented the Chamber in the Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce and Foreign 
Trade in 1968 and 1975.365 The Chamber was represented in the Advisory Council for 
Ministry of Commerce (Central) by Mr YA Bawany, Mr M Ilahi and Mr Rashid Ahmed in the 
1960s.366 In the MCCI phase, representations in the ministries became even more 
signi�icant. Mr Mostaque Ahmed Siddique and Mr MA Awal represented the Chamber in the 
Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles in 1997 and 1999.367 Consultative 
Committee to the Ministry of Jute & Textiles, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of 
Industries, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of Commerce, Consultative Committee 
to the Ministry of Communications are a few bodies in this phase where Mr Syed Mohsen 
Ali, Mr SH Kabir, Mr Syed Manzur Elahi, Mr Samson H Chowdhury, Mr Mahbub Jamil, Mr MA 
Sattar MP, and Mr MH Khan represented the Chamber and contributed signi�icantly to 
proceedings.368 

Representations in Trade Organizations/Associations: The Chamber became a member 
of the Associated Chamber of Commerce of India (ASSOCHAM) sometime in 1930s and 
continued to be a member till 1947. It received membership in the Associated Chamber of 
Commerce of Pakistan (ASSOCHAP) in 1960s. The Chamber sent representatives to the 
Federation of Chambers of Commerce of the British Empire in 1950,369 to the Federation of 
Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry in 1968,370 and to the Federation of 
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) in 1975.371 The MCCI, Dhaka, is 
still a member of FBCCI and the two organizations have been working together for the 
betterment of trade and commerce in Bangladesh. The Chamber’s members were 
represented in the Pakistan National Committee of International Chamber of Commerce,372 

as well as the Federation of Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan. In addition, the Chamber 
was represented in many other trade organizations and associations. In the 1950s the 

Chamber sent representatives to the Jute Brokers Association373 and the East Bengal Jute 
Dealers Association. The Chamber had representations in export and import-related 
organizations such as the National Export Council, the Export Promotion Council etc. Given 
below is a list of some organizations where the Chamber was represented.

Representations in Financial Institutions: The Chamber has also been represented in 
various �inancial institutions such as stock exchanges, banks and insurance companies. In 
its DNCC phase, Chamber representatives played active roles in the Pakistan Insurance 
Corporation (1951). In the MCCI, Dhaka phase, Mr Samson H Chowdhury (1997) and 

Mahbub Jamil (1999) were actively engaged in working with the Advisory Committee for 
the Securities and Exchange Commission.374 Mr SH Kabir (1978-79), Mr Rashid Ul Hasan 
(1985), and AKM Ghaffar (1990) represented the Chamber in Bangladesh Bank’s 
Co-ordinations Committee.375 

Representations in Commissions and Enquiries: The Chamber’s representations in 
committees of various commissions and enquiries formed by the government have also 
been important in terms of its representational functions. The earliest representations of 
the Chamber on Commissions and Enquiry Committees are Land Reforms Commission 
(1940), Economic Appraisal and Development Enquiry Committee (1952), Commodity 
Price Commission (1952) etc. Other such bodies where the Chamber has been represented 
are listed below: 

Representations in Urbanization and Town Development Bodies: The Chamber has 
nominated its members to different committees constituted for Narayanganj and Dhaka 
Improvement Trust and development bodies. They have played an important role in town 
development. One of the earliest example of representations in such bodies is to be found 
in the workings of the Narayanganj Municipality.376 

Representations in Ports and ICD: The Chamber’s participation and representation in 
committees on Ports and ICD (Internal Container Depot) formed by the government have 
also been very important in terms of its representational functions. The Chamber 
contributed actively to such bodies by nominating members for representation of its 
interests in them. Some of the earliest representations have been in bodies such as the 
Chittagong Port Authority (1959),377 Chalna Anchorage Advisory Committee (1959)378 and 
Chittagong Port Advisory Committee (1984)379. The Chamber has been regularly 
represented in these bodies since then.

Representations in Health Sector: The Chamber had contributed signi�icantly to the 
health sector of the region in general and Bangladesh in particular through its 
representatives in these bodies, councils or committees of the health sector and hospitals. 
In the NCC and DNCC phase, the Chamber nominated two members to the Managing 
Committee of the Victoria Hospital of Narayanganj in 1951.380 In 1952, the DNCC nominated 
Mr EG Stevenson and Mr CEC Guthrie to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the Victoria Hospital 
Committee.381 

Representations in Various Government and Other Committees: Representations of the 
Chamber in government and others non-government and semi-government committees 
have also been very important for it. Some examples of such representations are given 
below: 

The above list clearly indicates the contribution the Chamber has made to the eastern 
part of Bengal as a whole and to Bangladesh in particular. Representations in these sectors 
have facilitated regular dialogue with government, provided scope for advocacy, and 
allowed it to offer feedback on policies and legislation affecting business practices as well 
as to serve on statutory boards and government committees to help formulate policy 
guidelines and set standards that have contributed to the business climate and enhanced 
members’ competitiveness.

4.5 Publications
The Chamber has been publishing journals which are quite distinctive and have been 
well-appreciated at home and abroad. Circulars and bulletins issued at periodic intervals 
are supplied to members by the Chamber free of charge. Providing details of government 
and semi-governments noti�ications; reporting on the impact of legislation; judicial 
decisions in respect of business matters of general interest or signi�icance; publicizing 
trade inquiries and trade and business opportunities; providing information about new 
technologies and opportunities for technology transfer, areas of collaboration, investment 
trends, economic indicators, comparative data and analysis of such data, important events 
within the country and overseas, trade fairs and exhibition of special importance, visiting 
missions and dignitaries; reporting on important activities involving members and other 
similar information have made these publications useful and desirable.

Publications are an essential function of the Chamber and a service it offers to its 
members and the nation. Through its publications, the Chamber attempts to collect and 
disseminate information on business, including export, import, investment and tax 
regulations. The Chamber usually collects government circulars, notices, and statistical 
data from government and other bodies and disseminates information relating to trade, 
commerce and industry among members. It also prepares ‘Position Papers’ on various 
issues and circulates the Chamber’s decisions to its members, the society and the nation. As 
such, its publications have been playing a signi�icant role in the growth and development of 
trade and commerce in the land. The Chamber has various publications and they are 
published regularly. Some publications of the Chamber are Chamber News, Annual Report, 
the Summary of Taxation Rules, Quarterly Review, Tax News, Chamber Bulletin, Telephone 
Directory and the Diamond Jubilee Celebration Volume. In the millennium phase (2000 
onwards), the Chamber entered the digital world and information about it is available on 
the website of MCCI.382 

Research Cell and Preparation of Position Papers: Some major functions of the cell are: 
collecting data on trade and commerce ; maintaining a data-base and evaluating economic 
growth; compiling and analyzing monthly �igures of production in major industries, cost of 
living index, monthly �igures on import and export, and analyzing trends, policy reviews 
and evaluation; examining the budget of the country; preparing the Chamber’s budget 
proposals, and compiling and publishing periodicals. 

The Chamber usually offers its views and ideas on different issues relating to trade, 
investment and macroeconomic policies based on its research counterparts. Research and 
analytical studies are key tools in coming up with information necessary to provide policy 
and advocacy support to the government and to members. MCCI has the capacity to 
conduct qualitative and quantitative research. From time to time, the Chamber conducts 
joint studies and organizes events such as seminars and conferences with government and 
leading research organizations at home and abroad.383 Its regular publications re�lect the 
views and particular position of the Chamber on any number of issues.

For preparing position papers professionally, the research cell of the Chamber makes 
use of the best and most recent data relating to the issue at hand and presents an analysis 
of the relevant data. The analysis provided often indicates how business interests are being 
hurt by existing or proposed regulatory and tax structures and what measures should be 
adopted to relieve the business community in order to promote business development. The 
papers are the basis of the Chamber’s lobbying activities and position on issues 
disseminated through publications in the periodicals of the Chamber.

Regular Publications

Annual Report: The earliest and 
foremost publication of the 
Chamber is its Annual Report. 
This has been in regular 
publication since 1904. Due to 
political turmoil in Bengal 
(1903-08), the First and Second 
World War (1914-19, 1939-45), 
the Great Economic Depression 
(1930s), the Great Bengal 
Famine (1943), Partition of India 
(1947), Natural calamities and 
the War of Independence (1971), 
very few of these reports survive. However, Annual Reports published since 1954 are still 
available. These have become valuable records of the economic development of the region. 

All Reports contain important statistical data covering different aspects of the Country’s 
economic activities, along with other valuable information.

Chamber News is a monthly publication. It 
contains mainly information on recent national 
and international economic events, news about 
Chamber members, country pro�iles, Chamber 
matters, updates on new products, statistical 
overviews of different aspects, articles, news 
briefs on national and international business, 
trade enquiries and business proposals, 
review-related matters etc. Chamber News was 
�irst published in 1977. From 1978, this 
monthly News has been published with the help 
of advertisements provided by member-�irms. 
In the millennium phase, digital technologies 
have been adapted in the make-up and get-up 
process and Chamber News has now got an 
attractive look. This publication has earned 
both national and international reputation as one of the leading economic magazines of the 
region. This in-house magazine is distributed primarily to its members but because of its 
high quality and acceptability, it is also distributed amongst government departments, 

diplomatic missions, Bangladesh missions 
abroad, international economic agencies and 
research institutions at home and abroad. 

Quarterly Review: This is an important 
quarterly publication of the Chamber that 
focuses on the economic situation of 
Bangladesh and highlights performances in 
different macro economic sectors connected 
with trade and industry. It publishes interviews 
of leading entrepreneurs and is aimed at 
building con�idence among businessmen and 
members of the Chamber. The Quarterly Review 
has earned recognition as a quality business 
magazine. 

Bangladesh Economy: The Chamber’s Research Cell prepares a booklet named Bangladesh 
Economy for its members as well as general readers. Every aspect of the Bangladesh 
economy as well as the economic performance of the Country in a �iscal year is covered in 

it. Business growth, agriculture, industry, 
services, investment and saving, monetary 
development, export-import, balance of 
payments, remittance, foreign aid, foreign 
direct investment, foreign exchange reserves, 
the National Budget and new investments are 
some of the topics featured in Bangladesh 
Economy. 

Summary of Taxation Rules: This is a yearly 
publication of the Chamber. It is published 
after the announcement of the Government’s 
Annual Budget. Through the Summary of 
Taxation Rules, the Chamber attempts to 
explain the requirements of the laws in the 
�ield of income tax, customs and excise duties 

and other taxes mentioned in the Budget. 

Telephone Directory: Another yearly publication of the Chamber is Telephone Guide. This 
useful publication of the Chamber compiles 
telephone numbers of important government 
of�icials, diplomatic missions, �inancial 
institutions, trade bodies, stock exchange etc. 
In this Guide, telephone numbers of members 
of the Chamber Committee, Chamber 
Secretariat and Bangladesh Employers 
Federation are included. Important phone 
numbers of semi-government, 
non-government departments and leading 
autonomous organizations are also included 
in this directory. 

Major Economic Indicators of Bangladesh is 
prepared by the Economic Research Cell of 
MCCI. Population and mainly macroeconomic 

aspects, including details of GDP, growth, per capita GDP, agriculture, industry etc. of 
Bangladesh are included in the publication. The major economic indicators of Bangladesh 
are updated annually through this publication.

Occasional Publications
The Diamond Jubilee Publication was brought out in 1979 to commemorate 75 years of the 
Chamber. On that occasion, the Chamber published not only the Annual Report of 1978-79 
as its Diamond Jubilee Year, 1904-1979, but also a particular section separately titled 
Chamber’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration, 1904-1979. in 1987, the Chamber published 
“Industry in Bangladesh” jointly with the Ministry of Industries, Government of 
Bangladesh, and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).384

Contact with the Media
The Metropolitan Chamber maintains close contact with the press and electronic media in 
order to:

•  Disseminate information to the public; 

•  Create public opinion against any changes in government policy which adversely affects 
the interests of the business community;

•  Publicize the activities of the Chamber;
•  Provide instant reaction to a public policy or decision;
•  Provide publicity for any offer of training programs, workshops, seminars and for trade 

delegations; 
•  Circulate news on changes in the chamber e.g. new of�ice bearers; 

• Create public opinion against political activity that disrupts business and commerce.

Initially the Chamber would issue press releases irregularly to articulate its concerns 
on the proposed budget by the government. But from the phase of MCCI, Dhaka (1979-99), 
it started issuing press releases on a regular basis to articulate its concerns not only on the 
proposed budget but also on signi�icant events relating to politics and the economy of the 
country. To create a better socio-political environment, the Chamber urged political parties 
to lower the frequency of hartals and strikes. The Chamber, along with, other leading trade 
bodies of the country, jointly issued press releases to condemn hartals and urged exploring 
alternate means of expressing political differences.

In the Millennium phase, the Chamber continues to issue public statements and press 
releases to articulate its concerns and convey its stand-point to the public on nationally and 
internationally important issues. In this phase, the Chamber has also begun to issue joint 
statements with BGMEA, DCCI, CCCI, FICCI, BTMA, FBCCI and other important trade bodies 
in Bangladesh so that the voice raised by the businessmen is united, powerful and more 
effective than before. Some selected press releases are reproduced from the Annual Reports 
of the Chamber in the Appendices Section. See appendix 22.

4.6 Communication Development
The Chamber operated a courier service from Dhaka to Chittagong and Khulna, from the 
early 1950s. Urgent commercial mail and important documents were collected from 
member-�irms and dispatched by air through this service. The Chamber introduced its 
courier service at the beginning of its DNCC phase.385 Subsequently, the Chamber operated 
its courier service from Dhaka to other parts of the country as well.386 With the advent of 
private courier services, the Chamber discontinued its courier service in 1989. 

The Chamber also offened Telex Service to member-�irms at an earlier period. This 
service helped disseminate urgent messages, like international tenders. It was available for 
member-�irms.387 

During the DNCCI and NCCI phases, the Chamber gave great emphasis on the 
communication sector. It dealt with frequent complaints regarding communication, 
including posts and telegraph, teleprinter services, postal deliveries, communications 
between East and West Pakistan, local telephone charges, railway transport, inland water 
transport and so on.388 For inter-wing shipping communication, the Chamber worked to 
ease problems relating to coastal shipping.389 

For the Teleprinter service, endeavor was made from 1955 onwards for the 
installation of a teleprinter in the Chamber for use of members.390 The Chamber worked 
hard to increase the Trunk Calls circuits between Dacca and Khulna via Kushtia.391 

The Chamber used to assist individual members with telephone service in the 
1960s.392 At that time, the Chamber was greatly concerned about the condition of the 
Dacca-Narayanganj Road. It eventually contributed to the reconstruction of the road.393 

Because of technological developments in communication and other developments, 
the Chamber now does not need to offer these services.

4.7 Annual General Meeting (AGM)
The Chamber organizes its Annual General Meeting (AGM) every December or at another 
convenient time. 

During the pre-liberation period of Bangladesh, the Chief Minister or Governor of East 
Bengal, East Pakistan’s Governor, and sometimes the Governor-General of Pakistan, would 
grace AGMs as the chief guest, which were followed by dinner. During the NCCI phase, 
Chamber’s AGMs were graced by the Governor-General of Pakistan or the Chief Minister of 

East Bengal or the Governor of East Pakistan. In 1953, the Governor General of Pakistan 
Ghulam Muhammed was present as a Chief Guest at the AGM of the Chamber. He accepted 
the invitation to open the new Chamber Building.394 AK Fazlul Haq, Governor of East Bengal, 
addressed the Chamber as the Chief Guest in 1956.394a A large number of dignitaries were 
also invited to be present at the AGM session in this phase. Among them were Mr G David 
(Deputy High Commissioner of UK in East Pakistan) and Mr Goro Tsukamoto (Consul for 
Japan in East Pakistan) who were present in 1956.395 In this phase, Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, HS Suhrawardy, was invited as the Chief Guest but was unable to accept the 
invitation due to other preoccupations.396 

In the �irst part of its NCCI phase, governors of East Pakistan would be regularly 
present at AGMs. Mr Zakir Hossain, the Governor of East Pakistan, addressed the Chamber 
in 1959 and Mr Azam Khan, Governor of East Pakistan in 1960. Mr Abdul Monem Khan 
attended the Chamber AGM on four occasions in the 1960s.397 During this phase 
distinguished guests from Diplomatic Corps, government departments, and trade and 
industry would attend the session. In the Presidential Address the President would talk 
about the overall situation of the country, especially economic challenges that were to be 

overcome. It also covered a wide range of subjects, both national and international. The 
Governor in his address discuss issues raised by the Chamber President.398 

In independent Bangladesh, the Chamber came out of its practice of inviting a Chief 
Guest at the main session of the Annual General Meeting. Instead, the Chief Guest would 
now be invited only to its dinner or luncheon sessions. In 1972, Mr AR Siddiqi, Minister for 
Trade and Commerce, was the �irst such Chief Guest in independent Bangladesh.399 In a 
meeting held in 1974, the Chamber Committee decided that no Chief Guest would 
henceforth be invited to the AGM of the Chamber.400

            THE CHAMBER AND THE NATION

The activities of the Metropolitan Chamber are evidence of its concern not only for the 
interest and well-being of its members, but also for the social and humanitarian causes, 
bene�itting the nation over the decades. Since its inception, the Chamber has stood by the 
people of Bangladesh and has contributed to the establishment of sectors such as 
education, health and environment.

Encouraging members to take part in social and humanitarian services is one of the 
primary objectives of MCCI. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) has always been an 
important focus of the Chamber. In fact, a sub-committee, named ‘Corporate Governance 
and CSR’, has been working actively to this end from 2010. This sub-committee was formed 
to serve the nation in all possible ways and was not con�ined to trade and business-related 
activities. Over the years, the Chamber has rendered many services to the nation by 
contributing �inancially as well as helping otherwise as part of its social and humanitarian 
commitment to the nation. CSR has become an integral part of the Chamber’s mission. 

The Metropolitan Chamber has been playing a leading role primarily to help in the 
economic progress of the country. But, it is aware that such progress depends on taking 
comprehensive and sustainable initiatives elsewhere and these involve making 
contributions to the nation on social and humanitarian fronts. The Chamber has 
contributed immensely to public sectors such as, education and health and has earned a 
solid reputation thereby. It has taken some notable initiatives on environmental issues and 
these are going to be highlighted in this chapter along with the Chamber’s involvement in 
other CSR issues.

5.1 Education Sector
As a part of the benevolent work and social responsibility that it sees as integral to its 
mission, the Metropolitan Chamber has contributed signi�icantly to the education sector of 
the eastern part of Bengal and Bangladesh over the decades. However, because of the 
paucity of sources, the complete picture of Chamber’s philanthropic activities in its NCC 
phase (1904-1950) could not be fully presented. 

It can be inferred though, that the Chamber had some sort of connection to the 
establishment of Narayanganj High School (1885) and Morgan Girls School (1910) in its 
�irst phase. In fact, these two educational institutions were established with the �inancial 
help of some merchants of Narayanganj who were believed to be actively involved in the 
formation of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Narayanganj High School was an 
English medium school. It became a middle school in 1876 and �inally a high school in 1885. 
The school was located on the bank of the Sitalakhya near Netaiganj from 1885 to 1907. 
After 1907, this school received donations from NCC on many occasions and gradually 
became a reputed institution of the area. From 1922 to 1948 the reputation of this 
institution spread far and wide. 

In 1937, when Narayanganj Women’s College was established, local merchants were 
approached for �inancial assistance. Mr RP Saha, the eminent philanthropist and merchant 
of Narayanganj, made a signi�icant contribution to the college. In the 1940s, this college 
became Tolaram Women College. Madanlal Saragi, son of Tolaram Saragi, donated a sum of 
Rs 25 thousand to the College for its development. Tolaram Company was a Marwari �irm 
in Narayanganj and a prominent member of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Not 
only Mr Tolaram, but other merchants of the city associated with NCC, also extended their 
help to the college on various occasions.

5.1.1 Viqarunnisa Noon School: In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon School was established in 
Dhaka by Lady Noon, the wife of Mr Feroj Khan Noon, Governor of East Bengal. The 
Chamber had an important role to play in establishing the school, though economically the 
Chamber was going through a dif�icult time.401 The school began functioning in Bailey Road, 
initially as a preparatory school. In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon appealed to well-to-do people 
including the Chamber of Commerce for �inancial help. Mr AR Faridi, the Chamber 
President at the time, received a letter of appeal for funds of a school which was to be built 
along the lines of an English Public School to accommodate approximately 700 pupils to be 
instructed with the help of well-quali�ied staff. 

In June 1952, the Chamber received a letter from the District Magistrate of Dacca 
mentioning the donation of Rs 10,000 by the Burmah Oil Co. Ltd. towards the school. 
Meanwhile, MM Ispahani and AD Boldy agreed to organize a proper campaign to collect 
funds for the school.402 

In January and February, 1953, the Chamber circulated an appeal to its members and 
collected Rs 28,500. This sum was donated to the school fund.403 The Chamber continued its 
efforts to come up with a substantial donation. Subsequently, Lady Noon corresponded 
once more with the Chamber. Members of the Chamber and af�iliated Associations 
contributed Rs 61,750/- to Viqarun Nisa Girls School.404 In 1953, the Chamber President Mr 
RWN Ferguson was appointed as a member of the Governing Body of the School.405 Later, Mr 
MM Ispahani was also nominated to the Governing Body of the school.

5.1.2 Udayan Bidyalay: Presently known as Udayan Higher Secondary School Dhaka, this 
private higher secondary school was established in 1955 by the University of Dhaka. It is a 
co-educational institution and currently one of the most well-known schools of Dhaka. In a 
Committee meeting held on 27 November, 1973, the Chamber changed its earlier decision 
to make a monthly donation of Tk 250 to the school. Udayan School Authorities had 
requested the Chamber Committee to consider donating a lump sum so that the money 
might be utilized towards the extension of the school building which was needed to meet 
the great rush of students following liberation. The Committee decided that member-�irms 
be requested to contribute at the following rates: Ordinary Member Tk 500 and Associate 
Member Tk 125.406 

The Chamber made further donations to this school afterwards. In a meeting held on 
15 February, 1974, the Chamber Committee noted that it had made a total donation of Tk 
11,500. The Chamber President mentioned in a meeting that the authorities of the Udayan 
School had again approached him to consider giving some more �inancial assistance to help 
them complete the school building. The Committee then decided to donate Tk 10,000 more 
to Udayan School.407 In 1975, the Chamber again donated Tk 10,000 to the institution.408 

5.1.3 The Narayanganj Education Society: The Narayanganj Education Society was 
formed in 1956 under the Society Registration Act, 1860. The aim of the Society was to 
promote quality education among the people of Narayanganj regardless of caste, creed and 
religion. The �irst Executive Committee, consisting of 12 members, included Mr Hanif 
Adamjee of Adamjee Jute Mills Ltd, Mr Ahmad Dada, Mr AKI Abrehani of R Sim & Co. Ltd., 
Mr SL Husain, a banker, Mr JA Hume of Pakbay Co. Ltd., Mr GL Jain, a businessman, Dr AWF 
Rahman, a medical practitioner, Mr AKK Haque of Muslim Commercial Bank Ltd., Mr AG 
Jiwani of Bawa Jute Mills, Mr AK Chatarjee, a legal practitioner and Mr HA Ghani, a 
businessman. Most of them were members of DNCCI. When the Society appealed to the 
Chamber for donations the Chamber forwarded the appeal to its member-�irms so that they 
could contribute.409 

In 1960, the Chamber offered to nonate its Henderson Road land to the Education 
Society for the construction of a school building. However this was not possible due to legal 
complications.410 

5.1.4 Polytechnic Education in East Bengal: In 1953, the East Bengal Government 
appealed to the Chamber for a donation of Rs 7,20,000 for the development of the newly 
established Polytechnic at Tejgaon (Dacca) in East Bengal.411 The Chamber circulated this 
request to its member-�irms. In 1954, Mr A Khalilee, Secretary-Commerce, Labour 
Industries, inquired about the progress of the donation scheme412 and a sub-committee 
recommended a guideline for contributions. In the end, the Chamber managed to collect a 
good amount, which was then handed over to the Project Authority. The fund provided by 
the DNCCI was mainly used for the scholarships of Polytechnic students. In 1955, the 
Chamber received a reminder letter to provide a Stipend Fund for students of the Institute. 
The Chamber provided as many scholarships to the Polytechnic students as it could for 
three more years.413 

5.1.5 Chittagong Public School: In 1953, an appeal to the Chamber was made by Mr MM 
Ispahani to lend support to the construction and running of a public school being set up in 
Chittagong.414 Mr Ispahani, then Director of PIDC, suggested that jute press house owners 
and shippers could each contribute half an anna per bale on all pucca bales handled by 
them. The Chamber agreed in principle to help the Ispahani School but considered giving 
one anna per jute bale too high an amount.415 The Chamber, however, circulated the request 
and in the end a good sum was collected for this purpose.

5.1.6 Institute of Business Administration, University of Dhaka: University of Dhaka, 
with the help of the Ford Foundation, set up the Institute of Business Administration. Dr 
Olescanin, the �irst Adviser of this Institute, invited the Committee members of NCCI and 

they met him under the leadership of Mr YA Bawani, the then President of the Chamber. A 
two year course was started in that year with 35 students. The idea was to provide students 
with an education which would be different from traditional business education. Students 
would now be trained to hold senior positions in business and handle day to day as well 
as long-term �inancial and marketing problems. The Government provided a set up fund 

of Rs 30,000. NCCI took great interest in this project and was of the view that this would go 
a long way towards ful�illing the genuine need for trained senior executives in the province. 
The Chamber assured the Adviser, that it would do everything possible to make the 
Institute a success. After independence, MCCI continued to nominate members to IBA. MR 
Siddiqui (1979-80 and 1986-89), M Anis Ud Dowla (1982) and SH Kabir (1983-85) were 
thus nominated to its Academic Board.416 

5.1.7 Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund: The deed of the 
‘Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund’ was registered in 1979. 
Subsequently, the Fund was approved by the National Board of Revenue and it came into 
existence after the necessary formalities were complted, on 3 July, 1979.417 

5.1.8 Jamiat-Ul-Falah: The Committee considered a request for donation to the 
Jamiat-ul-Falah, a philanthropic organization entrusted with the setting up of an Islamic 
Research Centre, Welfare Complex and a mosque in Chittagong. The Committee considered 
the request and decided that Chamber members should donate generously to the Fund. The 
Chamber approached a number of selected member-�irms and arranged for a substantial 
donation to the Fund.418 

5.1.9 Eighth Pakistan Science Conference: The Chamber received an appeal from the “8th 
Pakistan Science Conference” for a donation to meet the costs of the conference, which was 
to be attended by distinguished scientists from abroad. The Committee considered that this 
was a cause worthy of support and a circular was issued to members recommending that 
they should contribute. In the Committee’s view, a donation of Rs 100 was considered 
reasonable and a recommendation to members was made accordingly.419 In 1968 and 1970, 
the Chamber contributed towards the expenses of the “All Pakistan Science Conference.”420 

The Chamber worked assiduously with schools, colleges, institutes, training 
companies, madrashas and other educational bodies (government and non-government) 
and assisted them in various ways. In January 1965, the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Pakistan (Dacca Region) asked the Chamber to contribute for the 

construction of their building.421 The Chamber agreed to do so and asked its member to 
donate a sum of Rs 100 each to this Institute. Apart from the above mentioned educational 
institutes, the Chamber extended its generous help to set up the Narayanganj HE School 
(1953), Trade Union Workers Training Institute (1955), Dacca Law College (1957), 
University Of�icers Training Corps. (UOTC) (1958), St. Joseph’s School, Dacca (1959), 
Narayanganj Senior Islamia Madrasha (1960), East Regional Laboratory Science High 
School (1968), and Narayanganj English Preparatory School (1968). Donations were made 
to St. Joseph’s School (1959) and Udayan School, Dacca (1957) for construction of their 
buildings and expansion of rooms. The Chamber also came forward to provide �inancial 
help for the East-Pakistan Educational Week and Pakistan History and Museum Conference 
(1953), and for an excursion tour undertaken by Tolaram College students to travel to West 
Pakistan in 1970.422 The Chamber also extended its help to Mr Harun-ur Rashid, a lecturer 
of the University of Chittagong for working on his PhD in Japan in 1977.423 

5.2 Health Sector
As a part of its benevolent work and social responsibility, the Metropolitan Chamber has 
always contributed handsomely to the health sector in this region. The Chamber made a 
noteworthy contribution to Victoria Hospital in Narayanganj in 1950s and Holy Family 
Hospital in Dhaka in the 1950s and 60s. 

5.2.1 Victoria Hospital: Victoria Hospital was the �irst hospital set up in Narayanganj. It 
was established in 1885 by the municipality with �inancial contributions from Harakanta 
Banerjee.424 Subsequently, it was handed over to the municipality. In 1939, the Chamber 
Committee extended its help for development of the Hospital. The Chamber received an 
appeal for donations for the maintenance and upkeep of the institution which was run on 
voluntary subscription.425 The donation made to Victoria Hospital was one of the much 
appreciated initiatives undertaken by the Chamber in the 1950s.426 

The Honorary Secretary of Victoria Hospital requested Narayanganj Chamber to 
provide �inancial help to it in 1950 and the Chamber did so. At the request of the Hospital 
Committee, member-�irms of the Chamber contributed to the Victoria Hospital’s ‘Poor 
Patient Fund’427 for a long time. To increase its assistance, the Chamber made an appeal to 

its member-�irms for voluntary subscriptions. A Women’s organization also approached 
the Chamber for donation to the female ward of Victoria Hospital.428 The Chamber referred 
its appeal to members. In a meeting held on 1 May 1951, the Chamber received a proposal  
from the Sub-Divisional Of�icer, Narayanganj to send a representative to the Hospital 
Committee so that member-�irms could continue their donations to the Hospital. The 
Chamber Committee accepted the offer and pointed out that most member-�irms were 
donating money to the Hospital on a regular basis.429 

In 1952, DNCC nominated Capt. EG Stevenson of Bangla-Assam Steamship Co. Ltd. and 
Mr CEC Guthrie of IGN & RSN Co. Ltd. to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the ‘Victoria Hospital 
Committee’.430 As per records, though Victoria Hospital was under the management of the 
Municipality, the management of this fund was under the disposal of the Hospital 
Committee. In 1956, the Chamber Committee decided that the balance of the fund would be 
donated to Holy Family Hospital on certain terms and conditions. In 1959, the SDO of 
Narayanganj again requested the Chamber to continue contributing to Victoria Hospital.

5.2.2 Dacca Ladies Club Poor Patients Fund: In response to a request from Dacca Ladies 
Club, in 1953, the Chamber contributed Rs 150 from its own fund and requested the 
Pakistan Jute Association to consider donating a similar amount for the Club’s “Poor 
Patients Fund”.431

5.2.3 Holy Family Hospital Scheme: In March 1953, the Chamber President Mr RWN 
Ferguson was approached by the sisters of Holy Family Hospital to contribute to the Holy 
Family Hospital Scheme. In response, the Chamber initiated a scheme for medical 
treatment of Chamber employees based on donations made to Holy Family Hospital.432 In 
order to implement the scheme, an Adhoc Committee was formed consisting of Mr AD 
Boldy and Mr AB Baike of the Chamber. In June 1953, the Chamber issued a circular in 
regard to donation policy and a sub-committee was assigned to draw up recommendations 
on donations and the medical scheme. Mr MM Ispahani, Mr Ferguson and Mr Boldy were 
members of the Sub Committee.433

DNCCI gave donations for the development of Holy Family Hospital in return for 
treatment facilities for Chamber staff. In 1956, the balance of the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ was 
handed over to Holy Family Hospital on condition that a certain number of beds would be 

reserved in the maternity wards for poor patients from Narayanganj who would be 
screened by the Fund managers and sent to Holy Family Hospital for free treatment 
through a Screening Committee.434 However, this idea was ultimately dropped as some 
donors balked at this system and since the government did not approve the transfer of the 
‘Poor Patient’s Fund’ to this hospital. In 1958, the Chamber Secretariat arranged for 
treatment of some of daily patients without prior appointment in the Hospital.435

In 1959, the Hospital Contact Committee of the Chamber consisted of Mrs. Conventry, 
Mr Naser-ud-Deen Khan and Mr Heald, who continued to meet once every month with the 
Holy Family Hospital authorities when matters raised by members of the scheme were 
discussed and reasons for complaints investigated. The Chamber tried to solve all problems 
through regular coordination with the Hospital administration, doctors and patients.436

In 1962, a few member-�irms complained about the services. The Chamber took note 
of the matter and discussed the issue in detail with the Hospital authority.437 In 1965, when 
Holy Family Hospital raised its fees, NCCI agreed to pay according to the revised rate. This 
arrangement with Holy Family Hospital continued till the 1960s.

5.2.4 Dacca Shishu Hospital: After liberation, the Chamber gave donations to the Shisu 
(Children) Hospital Project, Dacca in 1977. In a meeting held on 12 April 1977 with hospital 
authorities the Chamber supported the cause, nathing that Shishu Hospital was a unique 
project and that member-�irms of the Chamber would surely give it spontaneous 
support.438

5.2.5 Others: Apart from these medical schemes, the Chamber extended its support to 
many other health care programs and medical institutions. In the 1950s, for example, the 
Chamber made donations to the “Women’s Small Pox Prevention Committee”. The Chamber  
donated to the program for prevention of Blindness in East Bengal; it also donated to the 
Public Health Day observance events in 1958 and the Malaria Eradication Program. Upon a 
request of Dr Mohammed Ibrahim for construction of the Diabetic Clinic at Segunbagicha, 
NCCI and its member-�irms regularly contributed to the Diabetic Association of Pakistan 
from 1963 to 1965.439 In 1966, the Chamber gave donations to the fund set up for Disabled 
Air Force Personnel, injured during the 1965 war.

Apart from the Chamber making donations to health-related projects, member-�irms 
donated to the Health sector on their own. For instance, Mr MM Ispahani of the Ispahani 
Group established the Ispahani Eye Hospital at Dhaka while Mr RP Saha of Kumudini 
Welfare Trust of Bengal established the biggest private sector hospital in the country in the 
1960s, namely Kumudini Hospital at Mirzapur, Tangail.

5.3 Environment Sector
Presently, the Chamber has been making a signi�icant contribution to the environmental 
sector of Bangladesh. MCCI promoted ‘Environmental Management Program’ with the 
World Bank in 2000; it has taken a part in the campaign launched by the Daily Star for ‘clean 
rivers’ in 2009; and most importantly, it has introduced an Award on the Environment in 
2009.

5.3.1 Environmental Management Program: In response to a proposal from the World 
Bank’s Dhaka of�ice, the Chamber Committee agreed to join its Environmental Management 
Programme for the industrial sector. Under this program, 20 member-organizations of the 
Chamber were selected, whose employees were given training on Environmental 
Management Systems by World Bank experts.440

5.3.2 Discussion on ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’: The chamber is 
concerned about the impact of climate change and is aware that it is a critical issue for 
many countries, including Bangladesh. It thus organized a discussion meeting on 25 August 
2010 entitled ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’ where some members took part 
and exchanged views on the issue. Dr Aynun Nishat, Vice-Chancellor of BRAC University, 
and an eminent environmentalist, apprised members of the latest developments on the 
issue.441

5.3.3 Environmental Initiatives to Prevent Water Pollution: The Chamber associated 
itself with the campaign launched by Daily Star for clean rivers (Buriganga, Sitalakhya, and 
Turag) as part of its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). The committee noted that 
nearly 7500 industrial units have been polluting the three rivers around Dhaka city by 

discharging toxic waste, mainly, textile dyes, printing and washing chemicals and ef�luent 
waste of tanneries. The Committee felt, that MCCI’s association with the campaign would 
make the business community more sensitive to the issue of environmental degradation 
and induce business enterprises to introduce ef�luent treatment measures. Accordingly, a 
delegation from the Chamber called on the editor of the Daily Star on June 06, 2009, to 
articulate the chamber’s desire to support the campaign to mitigate the consequences of 
polluted river water.442 The editor and publisher of Daily Star Mr Mahfuz Anam expressed 
gratitude for MCCI’s support in favour of the campaign launched by Daily Star for clear 
rivers. The committee also recognized the need for sending invitations to other leading 
trade bodies to join with MCCI in expressing the business community’s solidarity with the 
campaign for clean rivers.443

As part its drive to support the Daily Star’s Clean Rivers Campaign, the Chamber 
organized a meeting with the heads of some major trade bodies and associations at the 
Chamber Building on 15 July 2009 to discuss the issue of environment pollution, 
particularly the pollution of the three rivers encircling Dhaka City and the role and 
responsibilities of the business community in this matter. As a follow up to the solidarity 
expressed for the clean rivers campaign, the Committee decided to invite Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, MP, Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Environment for the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee of the Ministry of Forest and Environment.444

5.3.4 Introducing Award on Environment: The Chamber continued its support towards 
environment protection and the clean river campaign initiated by the Daily Star in 2009. 
The Chamber Committee decided to grant three awards; two to deserving journalists in the 
print and electronic media for outstanding investigative reporting on the clear river 
campaign and one to an enterprise for having taken a commendable program on setting up 
an effective ef�luent treatment plant (ETP). A 5-member committee was set up for selecting 
deserving candidates.445 The award comprised a cash grant of Tk 1 lac;  on annual 
subscription to international magazines, reports and publications on environmental issues 
for a value of up to Tk 50 thousands to deserving journalists and conductors of TV 
programs, and a certi�icate with a crest to the deserving enterprise. The �irst Award 
Selection Committee was headed by Dr Akbar Ali Khan, former Adviser to the Caretaker 

Government. After a vigorous selection process, it selected Mr Pinaki Roy of the Daily Star 
as the best investigative journalist, Mr SM Babu of ATN Bangla as the best investigative 
conductor of TV program on environmental pollution, and Echotex Limited as the best 
enterprise for exemplary initiative undertaken for ef�luent treatment in 2009.446 The Award 
Selection Committee invited nominations of newspaper reports, TV programs, TV feature 
�ilms and commendable initiatives for different treatment and control of ef�luent discharge 
through newspaper advertisements and by issuing letters to TV channels, press clubs, 
editors of newspapers, trade bodies and associations and entrepreneurs. The �irst award 
giving ceremony was held on 2 June, 2010. As per the announcement made by MCCI, Mr 
Pinaki Roy and Mr SM Babu received Taka one lac each, annual subscriptions of 
international magazines, reports and publications up to Taka �ifty thousand, and an MCCI 
plaque. Echotex Limited also received an MCCI plaque as a special award.447

5.3.5 Roundtable on Environment and River Pollution: The Chamber organised a 
roundtable discussion among members of the business community, civil society, media, and 
policy makers at the Chamber’s Conference Hall on 26 July, 2009. Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, Hon’ble Member of the Parliament and Chairman of the Environment 
Sub-Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Environment and Forests, 
was present in the session as the Chief Guest. Other members of Parliament, presidents and 
chairmen of leading trade bodies, the editor of the Daily Star, members of the business 
community, media professionals and past presidents of the Chamber were present and 
took part in the discussion that focused on the respective roles and responsibilities of the 
business community and the government in mitigating environmental challenges. The 
Chamber expressed its commitment to spontaneously support any national program on 
environmental issues, particularly for saving rivers based on the historic 11-point directive 
of the High Court issued on 25 June, 2009. The role of the media, particularly, that of Daily 
Star, was praised, for developing public awareness on the environment. The Honourable 
members of Parliament present commended the role of the Chamber, and thanked it for 
organizing such an event.448

Institute of Business Administration, University of Dhaka

414 Minutes of the DNCCI, 13 October, 1953, p. 234.
415 Minutes of the DNCCI, 1 October, 1953, p. 230; Minutes of the DNCCI, 27 October, 1953, p. 237.
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Bengal Chamber of Commerce (BCC) situated in Kolkata. In addition to the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce, the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce also sent representatives to 
government bodies through their nominations to boards, committees and councils. 

In the second phase (1950-52), the Chamber continued to have representation in 
government and non-government bodies, advisory committees and councils. The Chamber 
representation to Employers Association (MM Ispahani, 1951),325 East Bengal Board of 
Industries (JWE Berry, 1952),326 Foreign Trade Development Council (A Jalil, 1951),327 Jute 
Brokers Association (1951),328 and Narayanganj Municipality (1952)329 are some examples.

The DNCCI Phase (1952-59) saw the Chamber make nearly 35 representations to 
various committees or organizations.330 In this phase, most importantly, the Chamber 
offered representations in educational institutions as well as government and non- 
government bodies and committees such as the Board of Governors, Viqarunnissa Noon 
School (MM Ispahani, 1956, 1957),331 Court of the University of Dhaka (MM Ispahani, 1956, 
AA Kahlon, 1957),332 and the Government College of Commerce, Chittagong (MM Ispahani, 
1953).333 

In the NCCI Phase (1959-79), the Chamber was represented in 90 committees or 
organizations of government, semi- government and autonomous institutions.334 From this 
number, it can be easily seen how the Chamber became the biggest representative trade 
organization of the country. From this phase onwards its representational function 
became an integral part of the Chamber’s work. Along with public ones, the Chamber got 
involved in numerous bodies, councils and committees of non- government and 
autonomous institutions. Some new and noteworthy representations in this phase were in 
the Central Advisory Council for the Ministry of Commerce (YA Bawany, 1965, M Ilahi & 
Rashid Ahmed, 1969, M Ilahi, 1968),335 Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce & 

Foreign Trade (FK Ghuznavi, 1968, 1975),336 Dacca-Narayanganj Electricity Advisory 
Committee (M Ilahi, 1963, 1969),337 Import Advisory Committee of the Chief Controller of 
Imports & Exports (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),338 Management Board for Abandoned 
Properties for Dacca City and Adjoining Areas (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),339 Narayanganj 
Town Development Committee (MA Sattar, 1977),340 Bangladesh Industrial Facilities Board 
(ASF Rahman, 1979),341 and the District Committee for Organizing Cottage and Small 
Industries (Mohsen Ali, 1977, ASF Rahman, 1979).342

In 1979, the Chamber was renamed the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Dhaka (MCCI, Dhaka). The MCCI phase is divided into two parts. In the �irst part 
of this phase (1979-1999), the Chamber continued to help build up a strong economic 
base for the country and was represented in important public bodies as well as 
autonomous committees and organizations. At least 65 such representations were made343 

by the Chamber and it worked successfully to give suggestions and offer its views in these 
bodies, committees and organizations. Some selected important examples of 
representations of this phase are as follows: Advisory Committee to the Commissioners of 
Taxes (K Kamrul Hoda, 1979; KA Huque, 1985, 1990, 1997, 1999),344 Advisory Committee 
for Securities and Exchange Commission (Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),345 Bangladesh Bank’s Co-ordinations Committee (SH Kabir, 1979; Rashid-ul Hasan, 
1985; AKM Ghaffar, 1990),346 Consultative Committee for the National Board of Revenue 
(MR Siddqi, 1985; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1990; Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),347 Training & Employment of Advisory Committee of Dacca Polytechnic Institute 
(FK Ghuznavi, 1978-79),348 Institute of Business Administration, Dhaka University (M Anis 
Ud Dowla, 1982; SH Kabir, MR Siddiqi, 1978-79),349 Inter-Ministerial Committee on Labour 

(FK Ghuznavi, 1979, 1985; Laila Rahman Kabir, 1997, 1999),350 and National Consultative 
Committee on Power (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1979; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1985; SA Azim, 1990; 
Azimur Rahman, 1997).351

In the new millennium the Chamber’s representational functions have become even 
more important than in earlier years. It now has more representations in public bodies, 
advisory committees, advisory boards and advisory councils; consultative committees of 
various ministries; trade organizations; �inancial institutions; various commissions and 
enquiries; urbanization and town development bodies; ports and ICD; the health sector; 
educational and other institutions. Some selected important representations of this current 
phase have been as follows: Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles (MA Awal, 
2002, Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2008, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2008, 2013),352 Advisory 
Committee for Securities and Exchange Commission (Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2002, 2004, 
2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Nihad Kabir, 2013),353 Consultative Committee to the Ministry 
of Commerce (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2004, Latifur rahman, 2008, 
Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),354 Jute & Textile Council of the 
Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (AK Shamsuddin, 2002, Kamran T Rahman, 
2008, 2010),355 National Committee on Exports (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),356 
National Council for Industrial Development, NCID (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013) .357

As was mentioned earlier, almost all leading industrial organizations in the private 
and public sectors are at present members of the Chamber and Chamber representatives 
have been playing signi�icant roles in decision and policy-making in almost all public and 
private bodies, committees and councils of Bangladesh. In serving business responsibly in 
its 110 years history, the Metropolitan Chamber has given representations to over a 
hundred government, non-government, semi-government and autonomous committees 
and organizations. 

Representations in Public Bodies: The Chamber’s representations to public advisory 
committees, advisory boards and advisory councils have been regular features in the 
post-partition phase of the Chamber’s existence. Chamber members have been nominated 

to such bodies regularly and have worked there conscientiously. For example, its 
representations to the East Bengal Board of Industries and the East Bengal Labour 
Advisory Board continued till the middle of the 1950s. In addition, the Chamber also had 
representations in the Narayanganj Municipality; Associated Chamber of Commerce of 
Pakistan; Pakistan Tea Board and Pakistan Tea Licensing Committee. In 1953, two of the 
Chamber representatives were nominated for the Regional Employment Advisory 
Committee for East Bengal. In the same year the then President of the Chamber, Mr A Jalil, 
became a member of the Executive Committee of the Governor’s Refugee Relief Fund.358 In 
the Pakistan Tea Board, the former Chamber President Mr MM Ispahani was active for a 
couple of years as a member of the Tea Board.359 Mr DS Jamal was re-nominated as the 
Chamber’s representative on the East Bengal Railway Advisory Committee after 
completing his two years in 1955.360 In a meeting held on 13 September 1977, the 
Chamber’s representatives on the Panel of Advisers for Private Sector Industries 
constituted by the Planning Commission were chosen. Mr M Anis Ud Dowla and Mr Zeaul 
Huq were selected for two years to represent NCCI in the committee.361

Representations in Educational Institutions: Chamber members were represented in 
various educational and professional institutions of government, semi- government, or 

autonomous bodies. In 1956 and 1957, the Chamber nominated Mr MM Ispahani and Mr 
AA Kahlon to the Court of the University of Dhaka.362 In 1977, the Dean of the Faculty of 
Commerce, University of Dhaka, informed the Chamber that Mr Rashid Ahmed had 
completed his two years tenure and a replacement would be considered on expiry of the 
term.363 This is evidence of the Chamber’s continued representation in the Commerce 
Faculty of the University of Dhaka in that period. 

Representations in Consultative Committees of Ministries: Representations to 
consultative committees of various ministries constitute an important activity of the 
Chamber. Since its NCCI phase (1959-1979), the Chamber has been working with 
numerous ministerial committees. The Ministry of Commerce, Commerce and Foreign 
Trade, Commerce and Industry, Communication and Textile are where the Chamber is 
represented most actively on a regular basis. Mr M Ahad and Mr MH Adamjee represented 
it in an Advisory Council of the Ministry of Commerce in 1963.364 Mr FK Ghuznavi 
represented the Chamber in the Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce and Foreign 
Trade in 1968 and 1975.365 The Chamber was represented in the Advisory Council for 
Ministry of Commerce (Central) by Mr YA Bawany, Mr M Ilahi and Mr Rashid Ahmed in the 
1960s.366 In the MCCI phase, representations in the ministries became even more 
signi�icant. Mr Mostaque Ahmed Siddique and Mr MA Awal represented the Chamber in the 
Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles in 1997 and 1999.367 Consultative 
Committee to the Ministry of Jute & Textiles, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of 
Industries, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of Commerce, Consultative Committee 
to the Ministry of Communications are a few bodies in this phase where Mr Syed Mohsen 
Ali, Mr SH Kabir, Mr Syed Manzur Elahi, Mr Samson H Chowdhury, Mr Mahbub Jamil, Mr MA 
Sattar MP, and Mr MH Khan represented the Chamber and contributed signi�icantly to 
proceedings.368 

Representations in Trade Organizations/Associations: The Chamber became a member 
of the Associated Chamber of Commerce of India (ASSOCHAM) sometime in 1930s and 
continued to be a member till 1947. It received membership in the Associated Chamber of 
Commerce of Pakistan (ASSOCHAP) in 1960s. The Chamber sent representatives to the 
Federation of Chambers of Commerce of the British Empire in 1950,369 to the Federation of 
Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry in 1968,370 and to the Federation of 
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) in 1975.371 The MCCI, Dhaka, is 
still a member of FBCCI and the two organizations have been working together for the 
betterment of trade and commerce in Bangladesh. The Chamber’s members were 
represented in the Pakistan National Committee of International Chamber of Commerce,372 

as well as the Federation of Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan. In addition, the Chamber 
was represented in many other trade organizations and associations. In the 1950s the 

Chamber sent representatives to the Jute Brokers Association373 and the East Bengal Jute 
Dealers Association. The Chamber had representations in export and import-related 
organizations such as the National Export Council, the Export Promotion Council etc. Given 
below is a list of some organizations where the Chamber was represented.

Representations in Financial Institutions: The Chamber has also been represented in 
various �inancial institutions such as stock exchanges, banks and insurance companies. In 
its DNCC phase, Chamber representatives played active roles in the Pakistan Insurance 
Corporation (1951). In the MCCI, Dhaka phase, Mr Samson H Chowdhury (1997) and 

Mahbub Jamil (1999) were actively engaged in working with the Advisory Committee for 
the Securities and Exchange Commission.374 Mr SH Kabir (1978-79), Mr Rashid Ul Hasan 
(1985), and AKM Ghaffar (1990) represented the Chamber in Bangladesh Bank’s 
Co-ordinations Committee.375 

Representations in Commissions and Enquiries: The Chamber’s representations in 
committees of various commissions and enquiries formed by the government have also 
been important in terms of its representational functions. The earliest representations of 
the Chamber on Commissions and Enquiry Committees are Land Reforms Commission 
(1940), Economic Appraisal and Development Enquiry Committee (1952), Commodity 
Price Commission (1952) etc. Other such bodies where the Chamber has been represented 
are listed below: 

Representations in Urbanization and Town Development Bodies: The Chamber has 
nominated its members to different committees constituted for Narayanganj and Dhaka 
Improvement Trust and development bodies. They have played an important role in town 
development. One of the earliest example of representations in such bodies is to be found 
in the workings of the Narayanganj Municipality.376 

Representations in Ports and ICD: The Chamber’s participation and representation in 
committees on Ports and ICD (Internal Container Depot) formed by the government have 
also been very important in terms of its representational functions. The Chamber 
contributed actively to such bodies by nominating members for representation of its 
interests in them. Some of the earliest representations have been in bodies such as the 
Chittagong Port Authority (1959),377 Chalna Anchorage Advisory Committee (1959)378 and 
Chittagong Port Advisory Committee (1984)379. The Chamber has been regularly 
represented in these bodies since then.

Representations in Health Sector: The Chamber had contributed signi�icantly to the 
health sector of the region in general and Bangladesh in particular through its 
representatives in these bodies, councils or committees of the health sector and hospitals. 
In the NCC and DNCC phase, the Chamber nominated two members to the Managing 
Committee of the Victoria Hospital of Narayanganj in 1951.380 In 1952, the DNCC nominated 
Mr EG Stevenson and Mr CEC Guthrie to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the Victoria Hospital 
Committee.381 

Representations in Various Government and Other Committees: Representations of the 
Chamber in government and others non-government and semi-government committees 
have also been very important for it. Some examples of such representations are given 
below: 

The above list clearly indicates the contribution the Chamber has made to the eastern 
part of Bengal as a whole and to Bangladesh in particular. Representations in these sectors 
have facilitated regular dialogue with government, provided scope for advocacy, and 
allowed it to offer feedback on policies and legislation affecting business practices as well 
as to serve on statutory boards and government committees to help formulate policy 
guidelines and set standards that have contributed to the business climate and enhanced 
members’ competitiveness.

4.5 Publications
The Chamber has been publishing journals which are quite distinctive and have been 
well-appreciated at home and abroad. Circulars and bulletins issued at periodic intervals 
are supplied to members by the Chamber free of charge. Providing details of government 
and semi-governments noti�ications; reporting on the impact of legislation; judicial 
decisions in respect of business matters of general interest or signi�icance; publicizing 
trade inquiries and trade and business opportunities; providing information about new 
technologies and opportunities for technology transfer, areas of collaboration, investment 
trends, economic indicators, comparative data and analysis of such data, important events 
within the country and overseas, trade fairs and exhibition of special importance, visiting 
missions and dignitaries; reporting on important activities involving members and other 
similar information have made these publications useful and desirable.

Publications are an essential function of the Chamber and a service it offers to its 
members and the nation. Through its publications, the Chamber attempts to collect and 
disseminate information on business, including export, import, investment and tax 
regulations. The Chamber usually collects government circulars, notices, and statistical 
data from government and other bodies and disseminates information relating to trade, 
commerce and industry among members. It also prepares ‘Position Papers’ on various 
issues and circulates the Chamber’s decisions to its members, the society and the nation. As 
such, its publications have been playing a signi�icant role in the growth and development of 
trade and commerce in the land. The Chamber has various publications and they are 
published regularly. Some publications of the Chamber are Chamber News, Annual Report, 
the Summary of Taxation Rules, Quarterly Review, Tax News, Chamber Bulletin, Telephone 
Directory and the Diamond Jubilee Celebration Volume. In the millennium phase (2000 
onwards), the Chamber entered the digital world and information about it is available on 
the website of MCCI.382 

Research Cell and Preparation of Position Papers: Some major functions of the cell are: 
collecting data on trade and commerce ; maintaining a data-base and evaluating economic 
growth; compiling and analyzing monthly �igures of production in major industries, cost of 
living index, monthly �igures on import and export, and analyzing trends, policy reviews 
and evaluation; examining the budget of the country; preparing the Chamber’s budget 
proposals, and compiling and publishing periodicals. 

The Chamber usually offers its views and ideas on different issues relating to trade, 
investment and macroeconomic policies based on its research counterparts. Research and 
analytical studies are key tools in coming up with information necessary to provide policy 
and advocacy support to the government and to members. MCCI has the capacity to 
conduct qualitative and quantitative research. From time to time, the Chamber conducts 
joint studies and organizes events such as seminars and conferences with government and 
leading research organizations at home and abroad.383 Its regular publications re�lect the 
views and particular position of the Chamber on any number of issues.

For preparing position papers professionally, the research cell of the Chamber makes 
use of the best and most recent data relating to the issue at hand and presents an analysis 
of the relevant data. The analysis provided often indicates how business interests are being 
hurt by existing or proposed regulatory and tax structures and what measures should be 
adopted to relieve the business community in order to promote business development. The 
papers are the basis of the Chamber’s lobbying activities and position on issues 
disseminated through publications in the periodicals of the Chamber.

Regular Publications

Annual Report: The earliest and 
foremost publication of the 
Chamber is its Annual Report. 
This has been in regular 
publication since 1904. Due to 
political turmoil in Bengal 
(1903-08), the First and Second 
World War (1914-19, 1939-45), 
the Great Economic Depression 
(1930s), the Great Bengal 
Famine (1943), Partition of India 
(1947), Natural calamities and 
the War of Independence (1971), 
very few of these reports survive. However, Annual Reports published since 1954 are still 
available. These have become valuable records of the economic development of the region. 

All Reports contain important statistical data covering different aspects of the Country’s 
economic activities, along with other valuable information.

Chamber News is a monthly publication. It 
contains mainly information on recent national 
and international economic events, news about 
Chamber members, country pro�iles, Chamber 
matters, updates on new products, statistical 
overviews of different aspects, articles, news 
briefs on national and international business, 
trade enquiries and business proposals, 
review-related matters etc. Chamber News was 
�irst published in 1977. From 1978, this 
monthly News has been published with the help 
of advertisements provided by member-�irms. 
In the millennium phase, digital technologies 
have been adapted in the make-up and get-up 
process and Chamber News has now got an 
attractive look. This publication has earned 
both national and international reputation as one of the leading economic magazines of the 
region. This in-house magazine is distributed primarily to its members but because of its 
high quality and acceptability, it is also distributed amongst government departments, 

diplomatic missions, Bangladesh missions 
abroad, international economic agencies and 
research institutions at home and abroad. 

Quarterly Review: This is an important 
quarterly publication of the Chamber that 
focuses on the economic situation of 
Bangladesh and highlights performances in 
different macro economic sectors connected 
with trade and industry. It publishes interviews 
of leading entrepreneurs and is aimed at 
building con�idence among businessmen and 
members of the Chamber. The Quarterly Review 
has earned recognition as a quality business 
magazine. 

Bangladesh Economy: The Chamber’s Research Cell prepares a booklet named Bangladesh 
Economy for its members as well as general readers. Every aspect of the Bangladesh 
economy as well as the economic performance of the Country in a �iscal year is covered in 

it. Business growth, agriculture, industry, 
services, investment and saving, monetary 
development, export-import, balance of 
payments, remittance, foreign aid, foreign 
direct investment, foreign exchange reserves, 
the National Budget and new investments are 
some of the topics featured in Bangladesh 
Economy. 

Summary of Taxation Rules: This is a yearly 
publication of the Chamber. It is published 
after the announcement of the Government’s 
Annual Budget. Through the Summary of 
Taxation Rules, the Chamber attempts to 
explain the requirements of the laws in the 
�ield of income tax, customs and excise duties 

and other taxes mentioned in the Budget. 

Telephone Directory: Another yearly publication of the Chamber is Telephone Guide. This 
useful publication of the Chamber compiles 
telephone numbers of important government 
of�icials, diplomatic missions, �inancial 
institutions, trade bodies, stock exchange etc. 
In this Guide, telephone numbers of members 
of the Chamber Committee, Chamber 
Secretariat and Bangladesh Employers 
Federation are included. Important phone 
numbers of semi-government, 
non-government departments and leading 
autonomous organizations are also included 
in this directory. 

Major Economic Indicators of Bangladesh is 
prepared by the Economic Research Cell of 
MCCI. Population and mainly macroeconomic 

aspects, including details of GDP, growth, per capita GDP, agriculture, industry etc. of 
Bangladesh are included in the publication. The major economic indicators of Bangladesh 
are updated annually through this publication.

Occasional Publications
The Diamond Jubilee Publication was brought out in 1979 to commemorate 75 years of the 
Chamber. On that occasion, the Chamber published not only the Annual Report of 1978-79 
as its Diamond Jubilee Year, 1904-1979, but also a particular section separately titled 
Chamber’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration, 1904-1979. in 1987, the Chamber published 
“Industry in Bangladesh” jointly with the Ministry of Industries, Government of 
Bangladesh, and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).384

Contact with the Media
The Metropolitan Chamber maintains close contact with the press and electronic media in 
order to:

•  Disseminate information to the public; 

•  Create public opinion against any changes in government policy which adversely affects 
the interests of the business community;

•  Publicize the activities of the Chamber;
•  Provide instant reaction to a public policy or decision;
•  Provide publicity for any offer of training programs, workshops, seminars and for trade 

delegations; 
•  Circulate news on changes in the chamber e.g. new of�ice bearers; 

• Create public opinion against political activity that disrupts business and commerce.

Initially the Chamber would issue press releases irregularly to articulate its concerns 
on the proposed budget by the government. But from the phase of MCCI, Dhaka (1979-99), 
it started issuing press releases on a regular basis to articulate its concerns not only on the 
proposed budget but also on signi�icant events relating to politics and the economy of the 
country. To create a better socio-political environment, the Chamber urged political parties 
to lower the frequency of hartals and strikes. The Chamber, along with, other leading trade 
bodies of the country, jointly issued press releases to condemn hartals and urged exploring 
alternate means of expressing political differences.

In the Millennium phase, the Chamber continues to issue public statements and press 
releases to articulate its concerns and convey its stand-point to the public on nationally and 
internationally important issues. In this phase, the Chamber has also begun to issue joint 
statements with BGMEA, DCCI, CCCI, FICCI, BTMA, FBCCI and other important trade bodies 
in Bangladesh so that the voice raised by the businessmen is united, powerful and more 
effective than before. Some selected press releases are reproduced from the Annual Reports 
of the Chamber in the Appendices Section. See appendix 22.

4.6 Communication Development
The Chamber operated a courier service from Dhaka to Chittagong and Khulna, from the 
early 1950s. Urgent commercial mail and important documents were collected from 
member-�irms and dispatched by air through this service. The Chamber introduced its 
courier service at the beginning of its DNCC phase.385 Subsequently, the Chamber operated 
its courier service from Dhaka to other parts of the country as well.386 With the advent of 
private courier services, the Chamber discontinued its courier service in 1989. 

The Chamber also offened Telex Service to member-�irms at an earlier period. This 
service helped disseminate urgent messages, like international tenders. It was available for 
member-�irms.387 

During the DNCCI and NCCI phases, the Chamber gave great emphasis on the 
communication sector. It dealt with frequent complaints regarding communication, 
including posts and telegraph, teleprinter services, postal deliveries, communications 
between East and West Pakistan, local telephone charges, railway transport, inland water 
transport and so on.388 For inter-wing shipping communication, the Chamber worked to 
ease problems relating to coastal shipping.389 

For the Teleprinter service, endeavor was made from 1955 onwards for the 
installation of a teleprinter in the Chamber for use of members.390 The Chamber worked 
hard to increase the Trunk Calls circuits between Dacca and Khulna via Kushtia.391 

The Chamber used to assist individual members with telephone service in the 
1960s.392 At that time, the Chamber was greatly concerned about the condition of the 
Dacca-Narayanganj Road. It eventually contributed to the reconstruction of the road.393 

Because of technological developments in communication and other developments, 
the Chamber now does not need to offer these services.

4.7 Annual General Meeting (AGM)
The Chamber organizes its Annual General Meeting (AGM) every December or at another 
convenient time. 

During the pre-liberation period of Bangladesh, the Chief Minister or Governor of East 
Bengal, East Pakistan’s Governor, and sometimes the Governor-General of Pakistan, would 
grace AGMs as the chief guest, which were followed by dinner. During the NCCI phase, 
Chamber’s AGMs were graced by the Governor-General of Pakistan or the Chief Minister of 

East Bengal or the Governor of East Pakistan. In 1953, the Governor General of Pakistan 
Ghulam Muhammed was present as a Chief Guest at the AGM of the Chamber. He accepted 
the invitation to open the new Chamber Building.394 AK Fazlul Haq, Governor of East Bengal, 
addressed the Chamber as the Chief Guest in 1956.394a A large number of dignitaries were 
also invited to be present at the AGM session in this phase. Among them were Mr G David 
(Deputy High Commissioner of UK in East Pakistan) and Mr Goro Tsukamoto (Consul for 
Japan in East Pakistan) who were present in 1956.395 In this phase, Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, HS Suhrawardy, was invited as the Chief Guest but was unable to accept the 
invitation due to other preoccupations.396 

In the �irst part of its NCCI phase, governors of East Pakistan would be regularly 
present at AGMs. Mr Zakir Hossain, the Governor of East Pakistan, addressed the Chamber 
in 1959 and Mr Azam Khan, Governor of East Pakistan in 1960. Mr Abdul Monem Khan 
attended the Chamber AGM on four occasions in the 1960s.397 During this phase 
distinguished guests from Diplomatic Corps, government departments, and trade and 
industry would attend the session. In the Presidential Address the President would talk 
about the overall situation of the country, especially economic challenges that were to be 

overcome. It also covered a wide range of subjects, both national and international. The 
Governor in his address discuss issues raised by the Chamber President.398 

In independent Bangladesh, the Chamber came out of its practice of inviting a Chief 
Guest at the main session of the Annual General Meeting. Instead, the Chief Guest would 
now be invited only to its dinner or luncheon sessions. In 1972, Mr AR Siddiqi, Minister for 
Trade and Commerce, was the �irst such Chief Guest in independent Bangladesh.399 In a 
meeting held in 1974, the Chamber Committee decided that no Chief Guest would 
henceforth be invited to the AGM of the Chamber.400

            THE CHAMBER AND THE NATION

The activities of the Metropolitan Chamber are evidence of its concern not only for the 
interest and well-being of its members, but also for the social and humanitarian causes, 
bene�itting the nation over the decades. Since its inception, the Chamber has stood by the 
people of Bangladesh and has contributed to the establishment of sectors such as 
education, health and environment.

Encouraging members to take part in social and humanitarian services is one of the 
primary objectives of MCCI. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) has always been an 
important focus of the Chamber. In fact, a sub-committee, named ‘Corporate Governance 
and CSR’, has been working actively to this end from 2010. This sub-committee was formed 
to serve the nation in all possible ways and was not con�ined to trade and business-related 
activities. Over the years, the Chamber has rendered many services to the nation by 
contributing �inancially as well as helping otherwise as part of its social and humanitarian 
commitment to the nation. CSR has become an integral part of the Chamber’s mission. 

The Metropolitan Chamber has been playing a leading role primarily to help in the 
economic progress of the country. But, it is aware that such progress depends on taking 
comprehensive and sustainable initiatives elsewhere and these involve making 
contributions to the nation on social and humanitarian fronts. The Chamber has 
contributed immensely to public sectors such as, education and health and has earned a 
solid reputation thereby. It has taken some notable initiatives on environmental issues and 
these are going to be highlighted in this chapter along with the Chamber’s involvement in 
other CSR issues.

5.1 Education Sector
As a part of the benevolent work and social responsibility that it sees as integral to its 
mission, the Metropolitan Chamber has contributed signi�icantly to the education sector of 
the eastern part of Bengal and Bangladesh over the decades. However, because of the 
paucity of sources, the complete picture of Chamber’s philanthropic activities in its NCC 
phase (1904-1950) could not be fully presented. 

It can be inferred though, that the Chamber had some sort of connection to the 
establishment of Narayanganj High School (1885) and Morgan Girls School (1910) in its 
�irst phase. In fact, these two educational institutions were established with the �inancial 
help of some merchants of Narayanganj who were believed to be actively involved in the 
formation of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Narayanganj High School was an 
English medium school. It became a middle school in 1876 and �inally a high school in 1885. 
The school was located on the bank of the Sitalakhya near Netaiganj from 1885 to 1907. 
After 1907, this school received donations from NCC on many occasions and gradually 
became a reputed institution of the area. From 1922 to 1948 the reputation of this 
institution spread far and wide. 

In 1937, when Narayanganj Women’s College was established, local merchants were 
approached for �inancial assistance. Mr RP Saha, the eminent philanthropist and merchant 
of Narayanganj, made a signi�icant contribution to the college. In the 1940s, this college 
became Tolaram Women College. Madanlal Saragi, son of Tolaram Saragi, donated a sum of 
Rs 25 thousand to the College for its development. Tolaram Company was a Marwari �irm 
in Narayanganj and a prominent member of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Not 
only Mr Tolaram, but other merchants of the city associated with NCC, also extended their 
help to the college on various occasions.

5.1.1 Viqarunnisa Noon School: In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon School was established in 
Dhaka by Lady Noon, the wife of Mr Feroj Khan Noon, Governor of East Bengal. The 
Chamber had an important role to play in establishing the school, though economically the 
Chamber was going through a dif�icult time.401 The school began functioning in Bailey Road, 
initially as a preparatory school. In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon appealed to well-to-do people 
including the Chamber of Commerce for �inancial help. Mr AR Faridi, the Chamber 
President at the time, received a letter of appeal for funds of a school which was to be built 
along the lines of an English Public School to accommodate approximately 700 pupils to be 
instructed with the help of well-quali�ied staff. 

In June 1952, the Chamber received a letter from the District Magistrate of Dacca 
mentioning the donation of Rs 10,000 by the Burmah Oil Co. Ltd. towards the school. 
Meanwhile, MM Ispahani and AD Boldy agreed to organize a proper campaign to collect 
funds for the school.402 

In January and February, 1953, the Chamber circulated an appeal to its members and 
collected Rs 28,500. This sum was donated to the school fund.403 The Chamber continued its 
efforts to come up with a substantial donation. Subsequently, Lady Noon corresponded 
once more with the Chamber. Members of the Chamber and af�iliated Associations 
contributed Rs 61,750/- to Viqarun Nisa Girls School.404 In 1953, the Chamber President Mr 
RWN Ferguson was appointed as a member of the Governing Body of the School.405 Later, Mr 
MM Ispahani was also nominated to the Governing Body of the school.

5.1.2 Udayan Bidyalay: Presently known as Udayan Higher Secondary School Dhaka, this 
private higher secondary school was established in 1955 by the University of Dhaka. It is a 
co-educational institution and currently one of the most well-known schools of Dhaka. In a 
Committee meeting held on 27 November, 1973, the Chamber changed its earlier decision 
to make a monthly donation of Tk 250 to the school. Udayan School Authorities had 
requested the Chamber Committee to consider donating a lump sum so that the money 
might be utilized towards the extension of the school building which was needed to meet 
the great rush of students following liberation. The Committee decided that member-�irms 
be requested to contribute at the following rates: Ordinary Member Tk 500 and Associate 
Member Tk 125.406 

The Chamber made further donations to this school afterwards. In a meeting held on 
15 February, 1974, the Chamber Committee noted that it had made a total donation of Tk 
11,500. The Chamber President mentioned in a meeting that the authorities of the Udayan 
School had again approached him to consider giving some more �inancial assistance to help 
them complete the school building. The Committee then decided to donate Tk 10,000 more 
to Udayan School.407 In 1975, the Chamber again donated Tk 10,000 to the institution.408 

5.1.3 The Narayanganj Education Society: The Narayanganj Education Society was 
formed in 1956 under the Society Registration Act, 1860. The aim of the Society was to 
promote quality education among the people of Narayanganj regardless of caste, creed and 
religion. The �irst Executive Committee, consisting of 12 members, included Mr Hanif 
Adamjee of Adamjee Jute Mills Ltd, Mr Ahmad Dada, Mr AKI Abrehani of R Sim & Co. Ltd., 
Mr SL Husain, a banker, Mr JA Hume of Pakbay Co. Ltd., Mr GL Jain, a businessman, Dr AWF 
Rahman, a medical practitioner, Mr AKK Haque of Muslim Commercial Bank Ltd., Mr AG 
Jiwani of Bawa Jute Mills, Mr AK Chatarjee, a legal practitioner and Mr HA Ghani, a 
businessman. Most of them were members of DNCCI. When the Society appealed to the 
Chamber for donations the Chamber forwarded the appeal to its member-�irms so that they 
could contribute.409 

In 1960, the Chamber offered to nonate its Henderson Road land to the Education 
Society for the construction of a school building. However this was not possible due to legal 
complications.410 

5.1.4 Polytechnic Education in East Bengal: In 1953, the East Bengal Government 
appealed to the Chamber for a donation of Rs 7,20,000 for the development of the newly 
established Polytechnic at Tejgaon (Dacca) in East Bengal.411 The Chamber circulated this 
request to its member-�irms. In 1954, Mr A Khalilee, Secretary-Commerce, Labour 
Industries, inquired about the progress of the donation scheme412 and a sub-committee 
recommended a guideline for contributions. In the end, the Chamber managed to collect a 
good amount, which was then handed over to the Project Authority. The fund provided by 
the DNCCI was mainly used for the scholarships of Polytechnic students. In 1955, the 
Chamber received a reminder letter to provide a Stipend Fund for students of the Institute. 
The Chamber provided as many scholarships to the Polytechnic students as it could for 
three more years.413 

5.1.5 Chittagong Public School: In 1953, an appeal to the Chamber was made by Mr MM 
Ispahani to lend support to the construction and running of a public school being set up in 
Chittagong.414 Mr Ispahani, then Director of PIDC, suggested that jute press house owners 
and shippers could each contribute half an anna per bale on all pucca bales handled by 
them. The Chamber agreed in principle to help the Ispahani School but considered giving 
one anna per jute bale too high an amount.415 The Chamber, however, circulated the request 
and in the end a good sum was collected for this purpose.

5.1.6 Institute of Business Administration, University of Dhaka: University of Dhaka, 
with the help of the Ford Foundation, set up the Institute of Business Administration. Dr 
Olescanin, the �irst Adviser of this Institute, invited the Committee members of NCCI and 

they met him under the leadership of Mr YA Bawani, the then President of the Chamber. A 
two year course was started in that year with 35 students. The idea was to provide students 
with an education which would be different from traditional business education. Students 
would now be trained to hold senior positions in business and handle day to day as well 
as long-term �inancial and marketing problems. The Government provided a set up fund 

of Rs 30,000. NCCI took great interest in this project and was of the view that this would go 
a long way towards ful�illing the genuine need for trained senior executives in the province. 
The Chamber assured the Adviser, that it would do everything possible to make the 
Institute a success. After independence, MCCI continued to nominate members to IBA. MR 
Siddiqui (1979-80 and 1986-89), M Anis Ud Dowla (1982) and SH Kabir (1983-85) were 
thus nominated to its Academic Board.416 

5.1.7 Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund: The deed of the 
‘Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund’ was registered in 1979. 
Subsequently, the Fund was approved by the National Board of Revenue and it came into 
existence after the necessary formalities were complted, on 3 July, 1979.417 

5.1.8 Jamiat-Ul-Falah: The Committee considered a request for donation to the 
Jamiat-ul-Falah, a philanthropic organization entrusted with the setting up of an Islamic 
Research Centre, Welfare Complex and a mosque in Chittagong. The Committee considered 
the request and decided that Chamber members should donate generously to the Fund. The 
Chamber approached a number of selected member-�irms and arranged for a substantial 
donation to the Fund.418 

5.1.9 Eighth Pakistan Science Conference: The Chamber received an appeal from the “8th 
Pakistan Science Conference” for a donation to meet the costs of the conference, which was 
to be attended by distinguished scientists from abroad. The Committee considered that this 
was a cause worthy of support and a circular was issued to members recommending that 
they should contribute. In the Committee’s view, a donation of Rs 100 was considered 
reasonable and a recommendation to members was made accordingly.419 In 1968 and 1970, 
the Chamber contributed towards the expenses of the “All Pakistan Science Conference.”420 

The Chamber worked assiduously with schools, colleges, institutes, training 
companies, madrashas and other educational bodies (government and non-government) 
and assisted them in various ways. In January 1965, the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Pakistan (Dacca Region) asked the Chamber to contribute for the 

construction of their building.421 The Chamber agreed to do so and asked its member to 
donate a sum of Rs 100 each to this Institute. Apart from the above mentioned educational 
institutes, the Chamber extended its generous help to set up the Narayanganj HE School 
(1953), Trade Union Workers Training Institute (1955), Dacca Law College (1957), 
University Of�icers Training Corps. (UOTC) (1958), St. Joseph’s School, Dacca (1959), 
Narayanganj Senior Islamia Madrasha (1960), East Regional Laboratory Science High 
School (1968), and Narayanganj English Preparatory School (1968). Donations were made 
to St. Joseph’s School (1959) and Udayan School, Dacca (1957) for construction of their 
buildings and expansion of rooms. The Chamber also came forward to provide �inancial 
help for the East-Pakistan Educational Week and Pakistan History and Museum Conference 
(1953), and for an excursion tour undertaken by Tolaram College students to travel to West 
Pakistan in 1970.422 The Chamber also extended its help to Mr Harun-ur Rashid, a lecturer 
of the University of Chittagong for working on his PhD in Japan in 1977.423 

5.2 Health Sector
As a part of its benevolent work and social responsibility, the Metropolitan Chamber has 
always contributed handsomely to the health sector in this region. The Chamber made a 
noteworthy contribution to Victoria Hospital in Narayanganj in 1950s and Holy Family 
Hospital in Dhaka in the 1950s and 60s. 

5.2.1 Victoria Hospital: Victoria Hospital was the �irst hospital set up in Narayanganj. It 
was established in 1885 by the municipality with �inancial contributions from Harakanta 
Banerjee.424 Subsequently, it was handed over to the municipality. In 1939, the Chamber 
Committee extended its help for development of the Hospital. The Chamber received an 
appeal for donations for the maintenance and upkeep of the institution which was run on 
voluntary subscription.425 The donation made to Victoria Hospital was one of the much 
appreciated initiatives undertaken by the Chamber in the 1950s.426 

The Honorary Secretary of Victoria Hospital requested Narayanganj Chamber to 
provide �inancial help to it in 1950 and the Chamber did so. At the request of the Hospital 
Committee, member-�irms of the Chamber contributed to the Victoria Hospital’s ‘Poor 
Patient Fund’427 for a long time. To increase its assistance, the Chamber made an appeal to 

its member-�irms for voluntary subscriptions. A Women’s organization also approached 
the Chamber for donation to the female ward of Victoria Hospital.428 The Chamber referred 
its appeal to members. In a meeting held on 1 May 1951, the Chamber received a proposal  
from the Sub-Divisional Of�icer, Narayanganj to send a representative to the Hospital 
Committee so that member-�irms could continue their donations to the Hospital. The 
Chamber Committee accepted the offer and pointed out that most member-�irms were 
donating money to the Hospital on a regular basis.429 

In 1952, DNCC nominated Capt. EG Stevenson of Bangla-Assam Steamship Co. Ltd. and 
Mr CEC Guthrie of IGN & RSN Co. Ltd. to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the ‘Victoria Hospital 
Committee’.430 As per records, though Victoria Hospital was under the management of the 
Municipality, the management of this fund was under the disposal of the Hospital 
Committee. In 1956, the Chamber Committee decided that the balance of the fund would be 
donated to Holy Family Hospital on certain terms and conditions. In 1959, the SDO of 
Narayanganj again requested the Chamber to continue contributing to Victoria Hospital.

5.2.2 Dacca Ladies Club Poor Patients Fund: In response to a request from Dacca Ladies 
Club, in 1953, the Chamber contributed Rs 150 from its own fund and requested the 
Pakistan Jute Association to consider donating a similar amount for the Club’s “Poor 
Patients Fund”.431

5.2.3 Holy Family Hospital Scheme: In March 1953, the Chamber President Mr RWN 
Ferguson was approached by the sisters of Holy Family Hospital to contribute to the Holy 
Family Hospital Scheme. In response, the Chamber initiated a scheme for medical 
treatment of Chamber employees based on donations made to Holy Family Hospital.432 In 
order to implement the scheme, an Adhoc Committee was formed consisting of Mr AD 
Boldy and Mr AB Baike of the Chamber. In June 1953, the Chamber issued a circular in 
regard to donation policy and a sub-committee was assigned to draw up recommendations 
on donations and the medical scheme. Mr MM Ispahani, Mr Ferguson and Mr Boldy were 
members of the Sub Committee.433

DNCCI gave donations for the development of Holy Family Hospital in return for 
treatment facilities for Chamber staff. In 1956, the balance of the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ was 
handed over to Holy Family Hospital on condition that a certain number of beds would be 

reserved in the maternity wards for poor patients from Narayanganj who would be 
screened by the Fund managers and sent to Holy Family Hospital for free treatment 
through a Screening Committee.434 However, this idea was ultimately dropped as some 
donors balked at this system and since the government did not approve the transfer of the 
‘Poor Patient’s Fund’ to this hospital. In 1958, the Chamber Secretariat arranged for 
treatment of some of daily patients without prior appointment in the Hospital.435

In 1959, the Hospital Contact Committee of the Chamber consisted of Mrs. Conventry, 
Mr Naser-ud-Deen Khan and Mr Heald, who continued to meet once every month with the 
Holy Family Hospital authorities when matters raised by members of the scheme were 
discussed and reasons for complaints investigated. The Chamber tried to solve all problems 
through regular coordination with the Hospital administration, doctors and patients.436

In 1962, a few member-�irms complained about the services. The Chamber took note 
of the matter and discussed the issue in detail with the Hospital authority.437 In 1965, when 
Holy Family Hospital raised its fees, NCCI agreed to pay according to the revised rate. This 
arrangement with Holy Family Hospital continued till the 1960s.

5.2.4 Dacca Shishu Hospital: After liberation, the Chamber gave donations to the Shisu 
(Children) Hospital Project, Dacca in 1977. In a meeting held on 12 April 1977 with hospital 
authorities the Chamber supported the cause, nathing that Shishu Hospital was a unique 
project and that member-�irms of the Chamber would surely give it spontaneous 
support.438

5.2.5 Others: Apart from these medical schemes, the Chamber extended its support to 
many other health care programs and medical institutions. In the 1950s, for example, the 
Chamber made donations to the “Women’s Small Pox Prevention Committee”. The Chamber  
donated to the program for prevention of Blindness in East Bengal; it also donated to the 
Public Health Day observance events in 1958 and the Malaria Eradication Program. Upon a 
request of Dr Mohammed Ibrahim for construction of the Diabetic Clinic at Segunbagicha, 
NCCI and its member-�irms regularly contributed to the Diabetic Association of Pakistan 
from 1963 to 1965.439 In 1966, the Chamber gave donations to the fund set up for Disabled 
Air Force Personnel, injured during the 1965 war.

Apart from the Chamber making donations to health-related projects, member-�irms 
donated to the Health sector on their own. For instance, Mr MM Ispahani of the Ispahani 
Group established the Ispahani Eye Hospital at Dhaka while Mr RP Saha of Kumudini 
Welfare Trust of Bengal established the biggest private sector hospital in the country in the 
1960s, namely Kumudini Hospital at Mirzapur, Tangail.

5.3 Environment Sector
Presently, the Chamber has been making a signi�icant contribution to the environmental 
sector of Bangladesh. MCCI promoted ‘Environmental Management Program’ with the 
World Bank in 2000; it has taken a part in the campaign launched by the Daily Star for ‘clean 
rivers’ in 2009; and most importantly, it has introduced an Award on the Environment in 
2009.

5.3.1 Environmental Management Program: In response to a proposal from the World 
Bank’s Dhaka of�ice, the Chamber Committee agreed to join its Environmental Management 
Programme for the industrial sector. Under this program, 20 member-organizations of the 
Chamber were selected, whose employees were given training on Environmental 
Management Systems by World Bank experts.440

5.3.2 Discussion on ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’: The chamber is 
concerned about the impact of climate change and is aware that it is a critical issue for 
many countries, including Bangladesh. It thus organized a discussion meeting on 25 August 
2010 entitled ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’ where some members took part 
and exchanged views on the issue. Dr Aynun Nishat, Vice-Chancellor of BRAC University, 
and an eminent environmentalist, apprised members of the latest developments on the 
issue.441

5.3.3 Environmental Initiatives to Prevent Water Pollution: The Chamber associated 
itself with the campaign launched by Daily Star for clean rivers (Buriganga, Sitalakhya, and 
Turag) as part of its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). The committee noted that 
nearly 7500 industrial units have been polluting the three rivers around Dhaka city by 

discharging toxic waste, mainly, textile dyes, printing and washing chemicals and ef�luent 
waste of tanneries. The Committee felt, that MCCI’s association with the campaign would 
make the business community more sensitive to the issue of environmental degradation 
and induce business enterprises to introduce ef�luent treatment measures. Accordingly, a 
delegation from the Chamber called on the editor of the Daily Star on June 06, 2009, to 
articulate the chamber’s desire to support the campaign to mitigate the consequences of 
polluted river water.442 The editor and publisher of Daily Star Mr Mahfuz Anam expressed 
gratitude for MCCI’s support in favour of the campaign launched by Daily Star for clear 
rivers. The committee also recognized the need for sending invitations to other leading 
trade bodies to join with MCCI in expressing the business community’s solidarity with the 
campaign for clean rivers.443

As part its drive to support the Daily Star’s Clean Rivers Campaign, the Chamber 
organized a meeting with the heads of some major trade bodies and associations at the 
Chamber Building on 15 July 2009 to discuss the issue of environment pollution, 
particularly the pollution of the three rivers encircling Dhaka City and the role and 
responsibilities of the business community in this matter. As a follow up to the solidarity 
expressed for the clean rivers campaign, the Committee decided to invite Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, MP, Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Environment for the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee of the Ministry of Forest and Environment.444

5.3.4 Introducing Award on Environment: The Chamber continued its support towards 
environment protection and the clean river campaign initiated by the Daily Star in 2009. 
The Chamber Committee decided to grant three awards; two to deserving journalists in the 
print and electronic media for outstanding investigative reporting on the clear river 
campaign and one to an enterprise for having taken a commendable program on setting up 
an effective ef�luent treatment plant (ETP). A 5-member committee was set up for selecting 
deserving candidates.445 The award comprised a cash grant of Tk 1 lac;  on annual 
subscription to international magazines, reports and publications on environmental issues 
for a value of up to Tk 50 thousands to deserving journalists and conductors of TV 
programs, and a certi�icate with a crest to the deserving enterprise. The �irst Award 
Selection Committee was headed by Dr Akbar Ali Khan, former Adviser to the Caretaker 

Government. After a vigorous selection process, it selected Mr Pinaki Roy of the Daily Star 
as the best investigative journalist, Mr SM Babu of ATN Bangla as the best investigative 
conductor of TV program on environmental pollution, and Echotex Limited as the best 
enterprise for exemplary initiative undertaken for ef�luent treatment in 2009.446 The Award 
Selection Committee invited nominations of newspaper reports, TV programs, TV feature 
�ilms and commendable initiatives for different treatment and control of ef�luent discharge 
through newspaper advertisements and by issuing letters to TV channels, press clubs, 
editors of newspapers, trade bodies and associations and entrepreneurs. The �irst award 
giving ceremony was held on 2 June, 2010. As per the announcement made by MCCI, Mr 
Pinaki Roy and Mr SM Babu received Taka one lac each, annual subscriptions of 
international magazines, reports and publications up to Taka �ifty thousand, and an MCCI 
plaque. Echotex Limited also received an MCCI plaque as a special award.447

5.3.5 Roundtable on Environment and River Pollution: The Chamber organised a 
roundtable discussion among members of the business community, civil society, media, and 
policy makers at the Chamber’s Conference Hall on 26 July, 2009. Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, Hon’ble Member of the Parliament and Chairman of the Environment 
Sub-Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Environment and Forests, 
was present in the session as the Chief Guest. Other members of Parliament, presidents and 
chairmen of leading trade bodies, the editor of the Daily Star, members of the business 
community, media professionals and past presidents of the Chamber were present and 
took part in the discussion that focused on the respective roles and responsibilities of the 
business community and the government in mitigating environmental challenges. The 
Chamber expressed its commitment to spontaneously support any national program on 
environmental issues, particularly for saving rivers based on the historic 11-point directive 
of the High Court issued on 25 June, 2009. The role of the media, particularly, that of Daily 
Star, was praised, for developing public awareness on the environment. The Honourable 
members of Parliament present commended the role of the Chamber, and thanked it for 
organizing such an event.448
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Bengal Chamber of Commerce (BCC) situated in Kolkata. In addition to the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce, the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce also sent representatives to 
government bodies through their nominations to boards, committees and councils. 

In the second phase (1950-52), the Chamber continued to have representation in 
government and non-government bodies, advisory committees and councils. The Chamber 
representation to Employers Association (MM Ispahani, 1951),325 East Bengal Board of 
Industries (JWE Berry, 1952),326 Foreign Trade Development Council (A Jalil, 1951),327 Jute 
Brokers Association (1951),328 and Narayanganj Municipality (1952)329 are some examples.

The DNCCI Phase (1952-59) saw the Chamber make nearly 35 representations to 
various committees or organizations.330 In this phase, most importantly, the Chamber 
offered representations in educational institutions as well as government and non- 
government bodies and committees such as the Board of Governors, Viqarunnissa Noon 
School (MM Ispahani, 1956, 1957),331 Court of the University of Dhaka (MM Ispahani, 1956, 
AA Kahlon, 1957),332 and the Government College of Commerce, Chittagong (MM Ispahani, 
1953).333 

In the NCCI Phase (1959-79), the Chamber was represented in 90 committees or 
organizations of government, semi- government and autonomous institutions.334 From this 
number, it can be easily seen how the Chamber became the biggest representative trade 
organization of the country. From this phase onwards its representational function 
became an integral part of the Chamber’s work. Along with public ones, the Chamber got 
involved in numerous bodies, councils and committees of non- government and 
autonomous institutions. Some new and noteworthy representations in this phase were in 
the Central Advisory Council for the Ministry of Commerce (YA Bawany, 1965, M Ilahi & 
Rashid Ahmed, 1969, M Ilahi, 1968),335 Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce & 

Foreign Trade (FK Ghuznavi, 1968, 1975),336 Dacca-Narayanganj Electricity Advisory 
Committee (M Ilahi, 1963, 1969),337 Import Advisory Committee of the Chief Controller of 
Imports & Exports (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),338 Management Board for Abandoned 
Properties for Dacca City and Adjoining Areas (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),339 Narayanganj 
Town Development Committee (MA Sattar, 1977),340 Bangladesh Industrial Facilities Board 
(ASF Rahman, 1979),341 and the District Committee for Organizing Cottage and Small 
Industries (Mohsen Ali, 1977, ASF Rahman, 1979).342

In 1979, the Chamber was renamed the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Dhaka (MCCI, Dhaka). The MCCI phase is divided into two parts. In the �irst part 
of this phase (1979-1999), the Chamber continued to help build up a strong economic 
base for the country and was represented in important public bodies as well as 
autonomous committees and organizations. At least 65 such representations were made343 

by the Chamber and it worked successfully to give suggestions and offer its views in these 
bodies, committees and organizations. Some selected important examples of 
representations of this phase are as follows: Advisory Committee to the Commissioners of 
Taxes (K Kamrul Hoda, 1979; KA Huque, 1985, 1990, 1997, 1999),344 Advisory Committee 
for Securities and Exchange Commission (Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),345 Bangladesh Bank’s Co-ordinations Committee (SH Kabir, 1979; Rashid-ul Hasan, 
1985; AKM Ghaffar, 1990),346 Consultative Committee for the National Board of Revenue 
(MR Siddqi, 1985; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1990; Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),347 Training & Employment of Advisory Committee of Dacca Polytechnic Institute 
(FK Ghuznavi, 1978-79),348 Institute of Business Administration, Dhaka University (M Anis 
Ud Dowla, 1982; SH Kabir, MR Siddiqi, 1978-79),349 Inter-Ministerial Committee on Labour 

(FK Ghuznavi, 1979, 1985; Laila Rahman Kabir, 1997, 1999),350 and National Consultative 
Committee on Power (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1979; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1985; SA Azim, 1990; 
Azimur Rahman, 1997).351

In the new millennium the Chamber’s representational functions have become even 
more important than in earlier years. It now has more representations in public bodies, 
advisory committees, advisory boards and advisory councils; consultative committees of 
various ministries; trade organizations; �inancial institutions; various commissions and 
enquiries; urbanization and town development bodies; ports and ICD; the health sector; 
educational and other institutions. Some selected important representations of this current 
phase have been as follows: Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles (MA Awal, 
2002, Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2008, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2008, 2013),352 Advisory 
Committee for Securities and Exchange Commission (Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2002, 2004, 
2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Nihad Kabir, 2013),353 Consultative Committee to the Ministry 
of Commerce (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2004, Latifur rahman, 2008, 
Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),354 Jute & Textile Council of the 
Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (AK Shamsuddin, 2002, Kamran T Rahman, 
2008, 2010),355 National Committee on Exports (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),356 
National Council for Industrial Development, NCID (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013) .357

As was mentioned earlier, almost all leading industrial organizations in the private 
and public sectors are at present members of the Chamber and Chamber representatives 
have been playing signi�icant roles in decision and policy-making in almost all public and 
private bodies, committees and councils of Bangladesh. In serving business responsibly in 
its 110 years history, the Metropolitan Chamber has given representations to over a 
hundred government, non-government, semi-government and autonomous committees 
and organizations. 

Representations in Public Bodies: The Chamber’s representations to public advisory 
committees, advisory boards and advisory councils have been regular features in the 
post-partition phase of the Chamber’s existence. Chamber members have been nominated 

to such bodies regularly and have worked there conscientiously. For example, its 
representations to the East Bengal Board of Industries and the East Bengal Labour 
Advisory Board continued till the middle of the 1950s. In addition, the Chamber also had 
representations in the Narayanganj Municipality; Associated Chamber of Commerce of 
Pakistan; Pakistan Tea Board and Pakistan Tea Licensing Committee. In 1953, two of the 
Chamber representatives were nominated for the Regional Employment Advisory 
Committee for East Bengal. In the same year the then President of the Chamber, Mr A Jalil, 
became a member of the Executive Committee of the Governor’s Refugee Relief Fund.358 In 
the Pakistan Tea Board, the former Chamber President Mr MM Ispahani was active for a 
couple of years as a member of the Tea Board.359 Mr DS Jamal was re-nominated as the 
Chamber’s representative on the East Bengal Railway Advisory Committee after 
completing his two years in 1955.360 In a meeting held on 13 September 1977, the 
Chamber’s representatives on the Panel of Advisers for Private Sector Industries 
constituted by the Planning Commission were chosen. Mr M Anis Ud Dowla and Mr Zeaul 
Huq were selected for two years to represent NCCI in the committee.361

Representations in Educational Institutions: Chamber members were represented in 
various educational and professional institutions of government, semi- government, or 

autonomous bodies. In 1956 and 1957, the Chamber nominated Mr MM Ispahani and Mr 
AA Kahlon to the Court of the University of Dhaka.362 In 1977, the Dean of the Faculty of 
Commerce, University of Dhaka, informed the Chamber that Mr Rashid Ahmed had 
completed his two years tenure and a replacement would be considered on expiry of the 
term.363 This is evidence of the Chamber’s continued representation in the Commerce 
Faculty of the University of Dhaka in that period. 

Representations in Consultative Committees of Ministries: Representations to 
consultative committees of various ministries constitute an important activity of the 
Chamber. Since its NCCI phase (1959-1979), the Chamber has been working with 
numerous ministerial committees. The Ministry of Commerce, Commerce and Foreign 
Trade, Commerce and Industry, Communication and Textile are where the Chamber is 
represented most actively on a regular basis. Mr M Ahad and Mr MH Adamjee represented 
it in an Advisory Council of the Ministry of Commerce in 1963.364 Mr FK Ghuznavi 
represented the Chamber in the Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce and Foreign 
Trade in 1968 and 1975.365 The Chamber was represented in the Advisory Council for 
Ministry of Commerce (Central) by Mr YA Bawany, Mr M Ilahi and Mr Rashid Ahmed in the 
1960s.366 In the MCCI phase, representations in the ministries became even more 
signi�icant. Mr Mostaque Ahmed Siddique and Mr MA Awal represented the Chamber in the 
Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles in 1997 and 1999.367 Consultative 
Committee to the Ministry of Jute & Textiles, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of 
Industries, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of Commerce, Consultative Committee 
to the Ministry of Communications are a few bodies in this phase where Mr Syed Mohsen 
Ali, Mr SH Kabir, Mr Syed Manzur Elahi, Mr Samson H Chowdhury, Mr Mahbub Jamil, Mr MA 
Sattar MP, and Mr MH Khan represented the Chamber and contributed signi�icantly to 
proceedings.368 

Representations in Trade Organizations/Associations: The Chamber became a member 
of the Associated Chamber of Commerce of India (ASSOCHAM) sometime in 1930s and 
continued to be a member till 1947. It received membership in the Associated Chamber of 
Commerce of Pakistan (ASSOCHAP) in 1960s. The Chamber sent representatives to the 
Federation of Chambers of Commerce of the British Empire in 1950,369 to the Federation of 
Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry in 1968,370 and to the Federation of 
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) in 1975.371 The MCCI, Dhaka, is 
still a member of FBCCI and the two organizations have been working together for the 
betterment of trade and commerce in Bangladesh. The Chamber’s members were 
represented in the Pakistan National Committee of International Chamber of Commerce,372 

as well as the Federation of Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan. In addition, the Chamber 
was represented in many other trade organizations and associations. In the 1950s the 

Chamber sent representatives to the Jute Brokers Association373 and the East Bengal Jute 
Dealers Association. The Chamber had representations in export and import-related 
organizations such as the National Export Council, the Export Promotion Council etc. Given 
below is a list of some organizations where the Chamber was represented.

Representations in Financial Institutions: The Chamber has also been represented in 
various �inancial institutions such as stock exchanges, banks and insurance companies. In 
its DNCC phase, Chamber representatives played active roles in the Pakistan Insurance 
Corporation (1951). In the MCCI, Dhaka phase, Mr Samson H Chowdhury (1997) and 

Mahbub Jamil (1999) were actively engaged in working with the Advisory Committee for 
the Securities and Exchange Commission.374 Mr SH Kabir (1978-79), Mr Rashid Ul Hasan 
(1985), and AKM Ghaffar (1990) represented the Chamber in Bangladesh Bank’s 
Co-ordinations Committee.375 

Representations in Commissions and Enquiries: The Chamber’s representations in 
committees of various commissions and enquiries formed by the government have also 
been important in terms of its representational functions. The earliest representations of 
the Chamber on Commissions and Enquiry Committees are Land Reforms Commission 
(1940), Economic Appraisal and Development Enquiry Committee (1952), Commodity 
Price Commission (1952) etc. Other such bodies where the Chamber has been represented 
are listed below: 

Representations in Urbanization and Town Development Bodies: The Chamber has 
nominated its members to different committees constituted for Narayanganj and Dhaka 
Improvement Trust and development bodies. They have played an important role in town 
development. One of the earliest example of representations in such bodies is to be found 
in the workings of the Narayanganj Municipality.376 

Representations in Ports and ICD: The Chamber’s participation and representation in 
committees on Ports and ICD (Internal Container Depot) formed by the government have 
also been very important in terms of its representational functions. The Chamber 
contributed actively to such bodies by nominating members for representation of its 
interests in them. Some of the earliest representations have been in bodies such as the 
Chittagong Port Authority (1959),377 Chalna Anchorage Advisory Committee (1959)378 and 
Chittagong Port Advisory Committee (1984)379. The Chamber has been regularly 
represented in these bodies since then.

Representations in Health Sector: The Chamber had contributed signi�icantly to the 
health sector of the region in general and Bangladesh in particular through its 
representatives in these bodies, councils or committees of the health sector and hospitals. 
In the NCC and DNCC phase, the Chamber nominated two members to the Managing 
Committee of the Victoria Hospital of Narayanganj in 1951.380 In 1952, the DNCC nominated 
Mr EG Stevenson and Mr CEC Guthrie to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the Victoria Hospital 
Committee.381 

Representations in Various Government and Other Committees: Representations of the 
Chamber in government and others non-government and semi-government committees 
have also been very important for it. Some examples of such representations are given 
below: 

The above list clearly indicates the contribution the Chamber has made to the eastern 
part of Bengal as a whole and to Bangladesh in particular. Representations in these sectors 
have facilitated regular dialogue with government, provided scope for advocacy, and 
allowed it to offer feedback on policies and legislation affecting business practices as well 
as to serve on statutory boards and government committees to help formulate policy 
guidelines and set standards that have contributed to the business climate and enhanced 
members’ competitiveness.

4.5 Publications
The Chamber has been publishing journals which are quite distinctive and have been 
well-appreciated at home and abroad. Circulars and bulletins issued at periodic intervals 
are supplied to members by the Chamber free of charge. Providing details of government 
and semi-governments noti�ications; reporting on the impact of legislation; judicial 
decisions in respect of business matters of general interest or signi�icance; publicizing 
trade inquiries and trade and business opportunities; providing information about new 
technologies and opportunities for technology transfer, areas of collaboration, investment 
trends, economic indicators, comparative data and analysis of such data, important events 
within the country and overseas, trade fairs and exhibition of special importance, visiting 
missions and dignitaries; reporting on important activities involving members and other 
similar information have made these publications useful and desirable.

Publications are an essential function of the Chamber and a service it offers to its 
members and the nation. Through its publications, the Chamber attempts to collect and 
disseminate information on business, including export, import, investment and tax 
regulations. The Chamber usually collects government circulars, notices, and statistical 
data from government and other bodies and disseminates information relating to trade, 
commerce and industry among members. It also prepares ‘Position Papers’ on various 
issues and circulates the Chamber’s decisions to its members, the society and the nation. As 
such, its publications have been playing a signi�icant role in the growth and development of 
trade and commerce in the land. The Chamber has various publications and they are 
published regularly. Some publications of the Chamber are Chamber News, Annual Report, 
the Summary of Taxation Rules, Quarterly Review, Tax News, Chamber Bulletin, Telephone 
Directory and the Diamond Jubilee Celebration Volume. In the millennium phase (2000 
onwards), the Chamber entered the digital world and information about it is available on 
the website of MCCI.382 

Research Cell and Preparation of Position Papers: Some major functions of the cell are: 
collecting data on trade and commerce ; maintaining a data-base and evaluating economic 
growth; compiling and analyzing monthly �igures of production in major industries, cost of 
living index, monthly �igures on import and export, and analyzing trends, policy reviews 
and evaluation; examining the budget of the country; preparing the Chamber’s budget 
proposals, and compiling and publishing periodicals. 

The Chamber usually offers its views and ideas on different issues relating to trade, 
investment and macroeconomic policies based on its research counterparts. Research and 
analytical studies are key tools in coming up with information necessary to provide policy 
and advocacy support to the government and to members. MCCI has the capacity to 
conduct qualitative and quantitative research. From time to time, the Chamber conducts 
joint studies and organizes events such as seminars and conferences with government and 
leading research organizations at home and abroad.383 Its regular publications re�lect the 
views and particular position of the Chamber on any number of issues.

For preparing position papers professionally, the research cell of the Chamber makes 
use of the best and most recent data relating to the issue at hand and presents an analysis 
of the relevant data. The analysis provided often indicates how business interests are being 
hurt by existing or proposed regulatory and tax structures and what measures should be 
adopted to relieve the business community in order to promote business development. The 
papers are the basis of the Chamber’s lobbying activities and position on issues 
disseminated through publications in the periodicals of the Chamber.

Regular Publications

Annual Report: The earliest and 
foremost publication of the 
Chamber is its Annual Report. 
This has been in regular 
publication since 1904. Due to 
political turmoil in Bengal 
(1903-08), the First and Second 
World War (1914-19, 1939-45), 
the Great Economic Depression 
(1930s), the Great Bengal 
Famine (1943), Partition of India 
(1947), Natural calamities and 
the War of Independence (1971), 
very few of these reports survive. However, Annual Reports published since 1954 are still 
available. These have become valuable records of the economic development of the region. 

All Reports contain important statistical data covering different aspects of the Country’s 
economic activities, along with other valuable information.

Chamber News is a monthly publication. It 
contains mainly information on recent national 
and international economic events, news about 
Chamber members, country pro�iles, Chamber 
matters, updates on new products, statistical 
overviews of different aspects, articles, news 
briefs on national and international business, 
trade enquiries and business proposals, 
review-related matters etc. Chamber News was 
�irst published in 1977. From 1978, this 
monthly News has been published with the help 
of advertisements provided by member-�irms. 
In the millennium phase, digital technologies 
have been adapted in the make-up and get-up 
process and Chamber News has now got an 
attractive look. This publication has earned 
both national and international reputation as one of the leading economic magazines of the 
region. This in-house magazine is distributed primarily to its members but because of its 
high quality and acceptability, it is also distributed amongst government departments, 

diplomatic missions, Bangladesh missions 
abroad, international economic agencies and 
research institutions at home and abroad. 

Quarterly Review: This is an important 
quarterly publication of the Chamber that 
focuses on the economic situation of 
Bangladesh and highlights performances in 
different macro economic sectors connected 
with trade and industry. It publishes interviews 
of leading entrepreneurs and is aimed at 
building con�idence among businessmen and 
members of the Chamber. The Quarterly Review 
has earned recognition as a quality business 
magazine. 

Bangladesh Economy: The Chamber’s Research Cell prepares a booklet named Bangladesh 
Economy for its members as well as general readers. Every aspect of the Bangladesh 
economy as well as the economic performance of the Country in a �iscal year is covered in 

it. Business growth, agriculture, industry, 
services, investment and saving, monetary 
development, export-import, balance of 
payments, remittance, foreign aid, foreign 
direct investment, foreign exchange reserves, 
the National Budget and new investments are 
some of the topics featured in Bangladesh 
Economy. 

Summary of Taxation Rules: This is a yearly 
publication of the Chamber. It is published 
after the announcement of the Government’s 
Annual Budget. Through the Summary of 
Taxation Rules, the Chamber attempts to 
explain the requirements of the laws in the 
�ield of income tax, customs and excise duties 

and other taxes mentioned in the Budget. 

Telephone Directory: Another yearly publication of the Chamber is Telephone Guide. This 
useful publication of the Chamber compiles 
telephone numbers of important government 
of�icials, diplomatic missions, �inancial 
institutions, trade bodies, stock exchange etc. 
In this Guide, telephone numbers of members 
of the Chamber Committee, Chamber 
Secretariat and Bangladesh Employers 
Federation are included. Important phone 
numbers of semi-government, 
non-government departments and leading 
autonomous organizations are also included 
in this directory. 

Major Economic Indicators of Bangladesh is 
prepared by the Economic Research Cell of 
MCCI. Population and mainly macroeconomic 

aspects, including details of GDP, growth, per capita GDP, agriculture, industry etc. of 
Bangladesh are included in the publication. The major economic indicators of Bangladesh 
are updated annually through this publication.

Occasional Publications
The Diamond Jubilee Publication was brought out in 1979 to commemorate 75 years of the 
Chamber. On that occasion, the Chamber published not only the Annual Report of 1978-79 
as its Diamond Jubilee Year, 1904-1979, but also a particular section separately titled 
Chamber’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration, 1904-1979. in 1987, the Chamber published 
“Industry in Bangladesh” jointly with the Ministry of Industries, Government of 
Bangladesh, and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).384

Contact with the Media
The Metropolitan Chamber maintains close contact with the press and electronic media in 
order to:

•  Disseminate information to the public; 

•  Create public opinion against any changes in government policy which adversely affects 
the interests of the business community;

•  Publicize the activities of the Chamber;
•  Provide instant reaction to a public policy or decision;
•  Provide publicity for any offer of training programs, workshops, seminars and for trade 

delegations; 
•  Circulate news on changes in the chamber e.g. new of�ice bearers; 

• Create public opinion against political activity that disrupts business and commerce.

Initially the Chamber would issue press releases irregularly to articulate its concerns 
on the proposed budget by the government. But from the phase of MCCI, Dhaka (1979-99), 
it started issuing press releases on a regular basis to articulate its concerns not only on the 
proposed budget but also on signi�icant events relating to politics and the economy of the 
country. To create a better socio-political environment, the Chamber urged political parties 
to lower the frequency of hartals and strikes. The Chamber, along with, other leading trade 
bodies of the country, jointly issued press releases to condemn hartals and urged exploring 
alternate means of expressing political differences.

In the Millennium phase, the Chamber continues to issue public statements and press 
releases to articulate its concerns and convey its stand-point to the public on nationally and 
internationally important issues. In this phase, the Chamber has also begun to issue joint 
statements with BGMEA, DCCI, CCCI, FICCI, BTMA, FBCCI and other important trade bodies 
in Bangladesh so that the voice raised by the businessmen is united, powerful and more 
effective than before. Some selected press releases are reproduced from the Annual Reports 
of the Chamber in the Appendices Section. See appendix 22.

4.6 Communication Development
The Chamber operated a courier service from Dhaka to Chittagong and Khulna, from the 
early 1950s. Urgent commercial mail and important documents were collected from 
member-�irms and dispatched by air through this service. The Chamber introduced its 
courier service at the beginning of its DNCC phase.385 Subsequently, the Chamber operated 
its courier service from Dhaka to other parts of the country as well.386 With the advent of 
private courier services, the Chamber discontinued its courier service in 1989. 

The Chamber also offened Telex Service to member-�irms at an earlier period. This 
service helped disseminate urgent messages, like international tenders. It was available for 
member-�irms.387 

During the DNCCI and NCCI phases, the Chamber gave great emphasis on the 
communication sector. It dealt with frequent complaints regarding communication, 
including posts and telegraph, teleprinter services, postal deliveries, communications 
between East and West Pakistan, local telephone charges, railway transport, inland water 
transport and so on.388 For inter-wing shipping communication, the Chamber worked to 
ease problems relating to coastal shipping.389 

For the Teleprinter service, endeavor was made from 1955 onwards for the 
installation of a teleprinter in the Chamber for use of members.390 The Chamber worked 
hard to increase the Trunk Calls circuits between Dacca and Khulna via Kushtia.391 

The Chamber used to assist individual members with telephone service in the 
1960s.392 At that time, the Chamber was greatly concerned about the condition of the 
Dacca-Narayanganj Road. It eventually contributed to the reconstruction of the road.393 

Because of technological developments in communication and other developments, 
the Chamber now does not need to offer these services.

4.7 Annual General Meeting (AGM)
The Chamber organizes its Annual General Meeting (AGM) every December or at another 
convenient time. 

During the pre-liberation period of Bangladesh, the Chief Minister or Governor of East 
Bengal, East Pakistan’s Governor, and sometimes the Governor-General of Pakistan, would 
grace AGMs as the chief guest, which were followed by dinner. During the NCCI phase, 
Chamber’s AGMs were graced by the Governor-General of Pakistan or the Chief Minister of 

East Bengal or the Governor of East Pakistan. In 1953, the Governor General of Pakistan 
Ghulam Muhammed was present as a Chief Guest at the AGM of the Chamber. He accepted 
the invitation to open the new Chamber Building.394 AK Fazlul Haq, Governor of East Bengal, 
addressed the Chamber as the Chief Guest in 1956.394a A large number of dignitaries were 
also invited to be present at the AGM session in this phase. Among them were Mr G David 
(Deputy High Commissioner of UK in East Pakistan) and Mr Goro Tsukamoto (Consul for 
Japan in East Pakistan) who were present in 1956.395 In this phase, Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, HS Suhrawardy, was invited as the Chief Guest but was unable to accept the 
invitation due to other preoccupations.396 

In the �irst part of its NCCI phase, governors of East Pakistan would be regularly 
present at AGMs. Mr Zakir Hossain, the Governor of East Pakistan, addressed the Chamber 
in 1959 and Mr Azam Khan, Governor of East Pakistan in 1960. Mr Abdul Monem Khan 
attended the Chamber AGM on four occasions in the 1960s.397 During this phase 
distinguished guests from Diplomatic Corps, government departments, and trade and 
industry would attend the session. In the Presidential Address the President would talk 
about the overall situation of the country, especially economic challenges that were to be 

overcome. It also covered a wide range of subjects, both national and international. The 
Governor in his address discuss issues raised by the Chamber President.398 

In independent Bangladesh, the Chamber came out of its practice of inviting a Chief 
Guest at the main session of the Annual General Meeting. Instead, the Chief Guest would 
now be invited only to its dinner or luncheon sessions. In 1972, Mr AR Siddiqi, Minister for 
Trade and Commerce, was the �irst such Chief Guest in independent Bangladesh.399 In a 
meeting held in 1974, the Chamber Committee decided that no Chief Guest would 
henceforth be invited to the AGM of the Chamber.400

            THE CHAMBER AND THE NATION

The activities of the Metropolitan Chamber are evidence of its concern not only for the 
interest and well-being of its members, but also for the social and humanitarian causes, 
bene�itting the nation over the decades. Since its inception, the Chamber has stood by the 
people of Bangladesh and has contributed to the establishment of sectors such as 
education, health and environment.

Encouraging members to take part in social and humanitarian services is one of the 
primary objectives of MCCI. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) has always been an 
important focus of the Chamber. In fact, a sub-committee, named ‘Corporate Governance 
and CSR’, has been working actively to this end from 2010. This sub-committee was formed 
to serve the nation in all possible ways and was not con�ined to trade and business-related 
activities. Over the years, the Chamber has rendered many services to the nation by 
contributing �inancially as well as helping otherwise as part of its social and humanitarian 
commitment to the nation. CSR has become an integral part of the Chamber’s mission. 

The Metropolitan Chamber has been playing a leading role primarily to help in the 
economic progress of the country. But, it is aware that such progress depends on taking 
comprehensive and sustainable initiatives elsewhere and these involve making 
contributions to the nation on social and humanitarian fronts. The Chamber has 
contributed immensely to public sectors such as, education and health and has earned a 
solid reputation thereby. It has taken some notable initiatives on environmental issues and 
these are going to be highlighted in this chapter along with the Chamber’s involvement in 
other CSR issues.

5.1 Education Sector
As a part of the benevolent work and social responsibility that it sees as integral to its 
mission, the Metropolitan Chamber has contributed signi�icantly to the education sector of 
the eastern part of Bengal and Bangladesh over the decades. However, because of the 
paucity of sources, the complete picture of Chamber’s philanthropic activities in its NCC 
phase (1904-1950) could not be fully presented. 

It can be inferred though, that the Chamber had some sort of connection to the 
establishment of Narayanganj High School (1885) and Morgan Girls School (1910) in its 
�irst phase. In fact, these two educational institutions were established with the �inancial 
help of some merchants of Narayanganj who were believed to be actively involved in the 
formation of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Narayanganj High School was an 
English medium school. It became a middle school in 1876 and �inally a high school in 1885. 
The school was located on the bank of the Sitalakhya near Netaiganj from 1885 to 1907. 
After 1907, this school received donations from NCC on many occasions and gradually 
became a reputed institution of the area. From 1922 to 1948 the reputation of this 
institution spread far and wide. 

In 1937, when Narayanganj Women’s College was established, local merchants were 
approached for �inancial assistance. Mr RP Saha, the eminent philanthropist and merchant 
of Narayanganj, made a signi�icant contribution to the college. In the 1940s, this college 
became Tolaram Women College. Madanlal Saragi, son of Tolaram Saragi, donated a sum of 
Rs 25 thousand to the College for its development. Tolaram Company was a Marwari �irm 
in Narayanganj and a prominent member of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Not 
only Mr Tolaram, but other merchants of the city associated with NCC, also extended their 
help to the college on various occasions.

5.1.1 Viqarunnisa Noon School: In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon School was established in 
Dhaka by Lady Noon, the wife of Mr Feroj Khan Noon, Governor of East Bengal. The 
Chamber had an important role to play in establishing the school, though economically the 
Chamber was going through a dif�icult time.401 The school began functioning in Bailey Road, 
initially as a preparatory school. In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon appealed to well-to-do people 
including the Chamber of Commerce for �inancial help. Mr AR Faridi, the Chamber 
President at the time, received a letter of appeal for funds of a school which was to be built 
along the lines of an English Public School to accommodate approximately 700 pupils to be 
instructed with the help of well-quali�ied staff. 

In June 1952, the Chamber received a letter from the District Magistrate of Dacca 
mentioning the donation of Rs 10,000 by the Burmah Oil Co. Ltd. towards the school. 
Meanwhile, MM Ispahani and AD Boldy agreed to organize a proper campaign to collect 
funds for the school.402 

In January and February, 1953, the Chamber circulated an appeal to its members and 
collected Rs 28,500. This sum was donated to the school fund.403 The Chamber continued its 
efforts to come up with a substantial donation. Subsequently, Lady Noon corresponded 
once more with the Chamber. Members of the Chamber and af�iliated Associations 
contributed Rs 61,750/- to Viqarun Nisa Girls School.404 In 1953, the Chamber President Mr 
RWN Ferguson was appointed as a member of the Governing Body of the School.405 Later, Mr 
MM Ispahani was also nominated to the Governing Body of the school.

5.1.2 Udayan Bidyalay: Presently known as Udayan Higher Secondary School Dhaka, this 
private higher secondary school was established in 1955 by the University of Dhaka. It is a 
co-educational institution and currently one of the most well-known schools of Dhaka. In a 
Committee meeting held on 27 November, 1973, the Chamber changed its earlier decision 
to make a monthly donation of Tk 250 to the school. Udayan School Authorities had 
requested the Chamber Committee to consider donating a lump sum so that the money 
might be utilized towards the extension of the school building which was needed to meet 
the great rush of students following liberation. The Committee decided that member-�irms 
be requested to contribute at the following rates: Ordinary Member Tk 500 and Associate 
Member Tk 125.406 

The Chamber made further donations to this school afterwards. In a meeting held on 
15 February, 1974, the Chamber Committee noted that it had made a total donation of Tk 
11,500. The Chamber President mentioned in a meeting that the authorities of the Udayan 
School had again approached him to consider giving some more �inancial assistance to help 
them complete the school building. The Committee then decided to donate Tk 10,000 more 
to Udayan School.407 In 1975, the Chamber again donated Tk 10,000 to the institution.408 

5.1.3 The Narayanganj Education Society: The Narayanganj Education Society was 
formed in 1956 under the Society Registration Act, 1860. The aim of the Society was to 
promote quality education among the people of Narayanganj regardless of caste, creed and 
religion. The �irst Executive Committee, consisting of 12 members, included Mr Hanif 
Adamjee of Adamjee Jute Mills Ltd, Mr Ahmad Dada, Mr AKI Abrehani of R Sim & Co. Ltd., 
Mr SL Husain, a banker, Mr JA Hume of Pakbay Co. Ltd., Mr GL Jain, a businessman, Dr AWF 
Rahman, a medical practitioner, Mr AKK Haque of Muslim Commercial Bank Ltd., Mr AG 
Jiwani of Bawa Jute Mills, Mr AK Chatarjee, a legal practitioner and Mr HA Ghani, a 
businessman. Most of them were members of DNCCI. When the Society appealed to the 
Chamber for donations the Chamber forwarded the appeal to its member-�irms so that they 
could contribute.409 

In 1960, the Chamber offered to nonate its Henderson Road land to the Education 
Society for the construction of a school building. However this was not possible due to legal 
complications.410 

5.1.4 Polytechnic Education in East Bengal: In 1953, the East Bengal Government 
appealed to the Chamber for a donation of Rs 7,20,000 for the development of the newly 
established Polytechnic at Tejgaon (Dacca) in East Bengal.411 The Chamber circulated this 
request to its member-�irms. In 1954, Mr A Khalilee, Secretary-Commerce, Labour 
Industries, inquired about the progress of the donation scheme412 and a sub-committee 
recommended a guideline for contributions. In the end, the Chamber managed to collect a 
good amount, which was then handed over to the Project Authority. The fund provided by 
the DNCCI was mainly used for the scholarships of Polytechnic students. In 1955, the 
Chamber received a reminder letter to provide a Stipend Fund for students of the Institute. 
The Chamber provided as many scholarships to the Polytechnic students as it could for 
three more years.413 

5.1.5 Chittagong Public School: In 1953, an appeal to the Chamber was made by Mr MM 
Ispahani to lend support to the construction and running of a public school being set up in 
Chittagong.414 Mr Ispahani, then Director of PIDC, suggested that jute press house owners 
and shippers could each contribute half an anna per bale on all pucca bales handled by 
them. The Chamber agreed in principle to help the Ispahani School but considered giving 
one anna per jute bale too high an amount.415 The Chamber, however, circulated the request 
and in the end a good sum was collected for this purpose.

5.1.6 Institute of Business Administration, University of Dhaka: University of Dhaka, 
with the help of the Ford Foundation, set up the Institute of Business Administration. Dr 
Olescanin, the �irst Adviser of this Institute, invited the Committee members of NCCI and 

they met him under the leadership of Mr YA Bawani, the then President of the Chamber. A 
two year course was started in that year with 35 students. The idea was to provide students 
with an education which would be different from traditional business education. Students 
would now be trained to hold senior positions in business and handle day to day as well 
as long-term �inancial and marketing problems. The Government provided a set up fund 

of Rs 30,000. NCCI took great interest in this project and was of the view that this would go 
a long way towards ful�illing the genuine need for trained senior executives in the province. 
The Chamber assured the Adviser, that it would do everything possible to make the 
Institute a success. After independence, MCCI continued to nominate members to IBA. MR 
Siddiqui (1979-80 and 1986-89), M Anis Ud Dowla (1982) and SH Kabir (1983-85) were 
thus nominated to its Academic Board.416 

5.1.7 Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund: The deed of the 
‘Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund’ was registered in 1979. 
Subsequently, the Fund was approved by the National Board of Revenue and it came into 
existence after the necessary formalities were complted, on 3 July, 1979.417 

5.1.8 Jamiat-Ul-Falah: The Committee considered a request for donation to the 
Jamiat-ul-Falah, a philanthropic organization entrusted with the setting up of an Islamic 
Research Centre, Welfare Complex and a mosque in Chittagong. The Committee considered 
the request and decided that Chamber members should donate generously to the Fund. The 
Chamber approached a number of selected member-�irms and arranged for a substantial 
donation to the Fund.418 

5.1.9 Eighth Pakistan Science Conference: The Chamber received an appeal from the “8th 
Pakistan Science Conference” for a donation to meet the costs of the conference, which was 
to be attended by distinguished scientists from abroad. The Committee considered that this 
was a cause worthy of support and a circular was issued to members recommending that 
they should contribute. In the Committee’s view, a donation of Rs 100 was considered 
reasonable and a recommendation to members was made accordingly.419 In 1968 and 1970, 
the Chamber contributed towards the expenses of the “All Pakistan Science Conference.”420 

The Chamber worked assiduously with schools, colleges, institutes, training 
companies, madrashas and other educational bodies (government and non-government) 
and assisted them in various ways. In January 1965, the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Pakistan (Dacca Region) asked the Chamber to contribute for the 

construction of their building.421 The Chamber agreed to do so and asked its member to 
donate a sum of Rs 100 each to this Institute. Apart from the above mentioned educational 
institutes, the Chamber extended its generous help to set up the Narayanganj HE School 
(1953), Trade Union Workers Training Institute (1955), Dacca Law College (1957), 
University Of�icers Training Corps. (UOTC) (1958), St. Joseph’s School, Dacca (1959), 
Narayanganj Senior Islamia Madrasha (1960), East Regional Laboratory Science High 
School (1968), and Narayanganj English Preparatory School (1968). Donations were made 
to St. Joseph’s School (1959) and Udayan School, Dacca (1957) for construction of their 
buildings and expansion of rooms. The Chamber also came forward to provide �inancial 
help for the East-Pakistan Educational Week and Pakistan History and Museum Conference 
(1953), and for an excursion tour undertaken by Tolaram College students to travel to West 
Pakistan in 1970.422 The Chamber also extended its help to Mr Harun-ur Rashid, a lecturer 
of the University of Chittagong for working on his PhD in Japan in 1977.423 

5.2 Health Sector
As a part of its benevolent work and social responsibility, the Metropolitan Chamber has 
always contributed handsomely to the health sector in this region. The Chamber made a 
noteworthy contribution to Victoria Hospital in Narayanganj in 1950s and Holy Family 
Hospital in Dhaka in the 1950s and 60s. 

5.2.1 Victoria Hospital: Victoria Hospital was the �irst hospital set up in Narayanganj. It 
was established in 1885 by the municipality with �inancial contributions from Harakanta 
Banerjee.424 Subsequently, it was handed over to the municipality. In 1939, the Chamber 
Committee extended its help for development of the Hospital. The Chamber received an 
appeal for donations for the maintenance and upkeep of the institution which was run on 
voluntary subscription.425 The donation made to Victoria Hospital was one of the much 
appreciated initiatives undertaken by the Chamber in the 1950s.426 

The Honorary Secretary of Victoria Hospital requested Narayanganj Chamber to 
provide �inancial help to it in 1950 and the Chamber did so. At the request of the Hospital 
Committee, member-�irms of the Chamber contributed to the Victoria Hospital’s ‘Poor 
Patient Fund’427 for a long time. To increase its assistance, the Chamber made an appeal to 

its member-�irms for voluntary subscriptions. A Women’s organization also approached 
the Chamber for donation to the female ward of Victoria Hospital.428 The Chamber referred 
its appeal to members. In a meeting held on 1 May 1951, the Chamber received a proposal  
from the Sub-Divisional Of�icer, Narayanganj to send a representative to the Hospital 
Committee so that member-�irms could continue their donations to the Hospital. The 
Chamber Committee accepted the offer and pointed out that most member-�irms were 
donating money to the Hospital on a regular basis.429 

In 1952, DNCC nominated Capt. EG Stevenson of Bangla-Assam Steamship Co. Ltd. and 
Mr CEC Guthrie of IGN & RSN Co. Ltd. to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the ‘Victoria Hospital 
Committee’.430 As per records, though Victoria Hospital was under the management of the 
Municipality, the management of this fund was under the disposal of the Hospital 
Committee. In 1956, the Chamber Committee decided that the balance of the fund would be 
donated to Holy Family Hospital on certain terms and conditions. In 1959, the SDO of 
Narayanganj again requested the Chamber to continue contributing to Victoria Hospital.

5.2.2 Dacca Ladies Club Poor Patients Fund: In response to a request from Dacca Ladies 
Club, in 1953, the Chamber contributed Rs 150 from its own fund and requested the 
Pakistan Jute Association to consider donating a similar amount for the Club’s “Poor 
Patients Fund”.431

5.2.3 Holy Family Hospital Scheme: In March 1953, the Chamber President Mr RWN 
Ferguson was approached by the sisters of Holy Family Hospital to contribute to the Holy 
Family Hospital Scheme. In response, the Chamber initiated a scheme for medical 
treatment of Chamber employees based on donations made to Holy Family Hospital.432 In 
order to implement the scheme, an Adhoc Committee was formed consisting of Mr AD 
Boldy and Mr AB Baike of the Chamber. In June 1953, the Chamber issued a circular in 
regard to donation policy and a sub-committee was assigned to draw up recommendations 
on donations and the medical scheme. Mr MM Ispahani, Mr Ferguson and Mr Boldy were 
members of the Sub Committee.433

DNCCI gave donations for the development of Holy Family Hospital in return for 
treatment facilities for Chamber staff. In 1956, the balance of the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ was 
handed over to Holy Family Hospital on condition that a certain number of beds would be 

reserved in the maternity wards for poor patients from Narayanganj who would be 
screened by the Fund managers and sent to Holy Family Hospital for free treatment 
through a Screening Committee.434 However, this idea was ultimately dropped as some 
donors balked at this system and since the government did not approve the transfer of the 
‘Poor Patient’s Fund’ to this hospital. In 1958, the Chamber Secretariat arranged for 
treatment of some of daily patients without prior appointment in the Hospital.435

In 1959, the Hospital Contact Committee of the Chamber consisted of Mrs. Conventry, 
Mr Naser-ud-Deen Khan and Mr Heald, who continued to meet once every month with the 
Holy Family Hospital authorities when matters raised by members of the scheme were 
discussed and reasons for complaints investigated. The Chamber tried to solve all problems 
through regular coordination with the Hospital administration, doctors and patients.436

In 1962, a few member-�irms complained about the services. The Chamber took note 
of the matter and discussed the issue in detail with the Hospital authority.437 In 1965, when 
Holy Family Hospital raised its fees, NCCI agreed to pay according to the revised rate. This 
arrangement with Holy Family Hospital continued till the 1960s.

5.2.4 Dacca Shishu Hospital: After liberation, the Chamber gave donations to the Shisu 
(Children) Hospital Project, Dacca in 1977. In a meeting held on 12 April 1977 with hospital 
authorities the Chamber supported the cause, nathing that Shishu Hospital was a unique 
project and that member-�irms of the Chamber would surely give it spontaneous 
support.438

5.2.5 Others: Apart from these medical schemes, the Chamber extended its support to 
many other health care programs and medical institutions. In the 1950s, for example, the 
Chamber made donations to the “Women’s Small Pox Prevention Committee”. The Chamber  
donated to the program for prevention of Blindness in East Bengal; it also donated to the 
Public Health Day observance events in 1958 and the Malaria Eradication Program. Upon a 
request of Dr Mohammed Ibrahim for construction of the Diabetic Clinic at Segunbagicha, 
NCCI and its member-�irms regularly contributed to the Diabetic Association of Pakistan 
from 1963 to 1965.439 In 1966, the Chamber gave donations to the fund set up for Disabled 
Air Force Personnel, injured during the 1965 war.

Apart from the Chamber making donations to health-related projects, member-�irms 
donated to the Health sector on their own. For instance, Mr MM Ispahani of the Ispahani 
Group established the Ispahani Eye Hospital at Dhaka while Mr RP Saha of Kumudini 
Welfare Trust of Bengal established the biggest private sector hospital in the country in the 
1960s, namely Kumudini Hospital at Mirzapur, Tangail.

5.3 Environment Sector
Presently, the Chamber has been making a signi�icant contribution to the environmental 
sector of Bangladesh. MCCI promoted ‘Environmental Management Program’ with the 
World Bank in 2000; it has taken a part in the campaign launched by the Daily Star for ‘clean 
rivers’ in 2009; and most importantly, it has introduced an Award on the Environment in 
2009.

5.3.1 Environmental Management Program: In response to a proposal from the World 
Bank’s Dhaka of�ice, the Chamber Committee agreed to join its Environmental Management 
Programme for the industrial sector. Under this program, 20 member-organizations of the 
Chamber were selected, whose employees were given training on Environmental 
Management Systems by World Bank experts.440

5.3.2 Discussion on ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’: The chamber is 
concerned about the impact of climate change and is aware that it is a critical issue for 
many countries, including Bangladesh. It thus organized a discussion meeting on 25 August 
2010 entitled ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’ where some members took part 
and exchanged views on the issue. Dr Aynun Nishat, Vice-Chancellor of BRAC University, 
and an eminent environmentalist, apprised members of the latest developments on the 
issue.441

5.3.3 Environmental Initiatives to Prevent Water Pollution: The Chamber associated 
itself with the campaign launched by Daily Star for clean rivers (Buriganga, Sitalakhya, and 
Turag) as part of its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). The committee noted that 
nearly 7500 industrial units have been polluting the three rivers around Dhaka city by 

discharging toxic waste, mainly, textile dyes, printing and washing chemicals and ef�luent 
waste of tanneries. The Committee felt, that MCCI’s association with the campaign would 
make the business community more sensitive to the issue of environmental degradation 
and induce business enterprises to introduce ef�luent treatment measures. Accordingly, a 
delegation from the Chamber called on the editor of the Daily Star on June 06, 2009, to 
articulate the chamber’s desire to support the campaign to mitigate the consequences of 
polluted river water.442 The editor and publisher of Daily Star Mr Mahfuz Anam expressed 
gratitude for MCCI’s support in favour of the campaign launched by Daily Star for clear 
rivers. The committee also recognized the need for sending invitations to other leading 
trade bodies to join with MCCI in expressing the business community’s solidarity with the 
campaign for clean rivers.443

As part its drive to support the Daily Star’s Clean Rivers Campaign, the Chamber 
organized a meeting with the heads of some major trade bodies and associations at the 
Chamber Building on 15 July 2009 to discuss the issue of environment pollution, 
particularly the pollution of the three rivers encircling Dhaka City and the role and 
responsibilities of the business community in this matter. As a follow up to the solidarity 
expressed for the clean rivers campaign, the Committee decided to invite Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, MP, Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Environment for the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee of the Ministry of Forest and Environment.444

5.3.4 Introducing Award on Environment: The Chamber continued its support towards 
environment protection and the clean river campaign initiated by the Daily Star in 2009. 
The Chamber Committee decided to grant three awards; two to deserving journalists in the 
print and electronic media for outstanding investigative reporting on the clear river 
campaign and one to an enterprise for having taken a commendable program on setting up 
an effective ef�luent treatment plant (ETP). A 5-member committee was set up for selecting 
deserving candidates.445 The award comprised a cash grant of Tk 1 lac;  on annual 
subscription to international magazines, reports and publications on environmental issues 
for a value of up to Tk 50 thousands to deserving journalists and conductors of TV 
programs, and a certi�icate with a crest to the deserving enterprise. The �irst Award 
Selection Committee was headed by Dr Akbar Ali Khan, former Adviser to the Caretaker 

Government. After a vigorous selection process, it selected Mr Pinaki Roy of the Daily Star 
as the best investigative journalist, Mr SM Babu of ATN Bangla as the best investigative 
conductor of TV program on environmental pollution, and Echotex Limited as the best 
enterprise for exemplary initiative undertaken for ef�luent treatment in 2009.446 The Award 
Selection Committee invited nominations of newspaper reports, TV programs, TV feature 
�ilms and commendable initiatives for different treatment and control of ef�luent discharge 
through newspaper advertisements and by issuing letters to TV channels, press clubs, 
editors of newspapers, trade bodies and associations and entrepreneurs. The �irst award 
giving ceremony was held on 2 June, 2010. As per the announcement made by MCCI, Mr 
Pinaki Roy and Mr SM Babu received Taka one lac each, annual subscriptions of 
international magazines, reports and publications up to Taka �ifty thousand, and an MCCI 
plaque. Echotex Limited also received an MCCI plaque as a special award.447

5.3.5 Roundtable on Environment and River Pollution: The Chamber organised a 
roundtable discussion among members of the business community, civil society, media, and 
policy makers at the Chamber’s Conference Hall on 26 July, 2009. Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, Hon’ble Member of the Parliament and Chairman of the Environment 
Sub-Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Environment and Forests, 
was present in the session as the Chief Guest. Other members of Parliament, presidents and 
chairmen of leading trade bodies, the editor of the Daily Star, members of the business 
community, media professionals and past presidents of the Chamber were present and 
took part in the discussion that focused on the respective roles and responsibilities of the 
business community and the government in mitigating environmental challenges. The 
Chamber expressed its commitment to spontaneously support any national program on 
environmental issues, particularly for saving rivers based on the historic 11-point directive 
of the High Court issued on 25 June, 2009. The role of the media, particularly, that of Daily 
Star, was praised, for developing public awareness on the environment. The Honourable 
members of Parliament present commended the role of the Chamber, and thanked it for 
organizing such an event.448
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Bengal Chamber of Commerce (BCC) situated in Kolkata. In addition to the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce, the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce also sent representatives to 
government bodies through their nominations to boards, committees and councils. 

In the second phase (1950-52), the Chamber continued to have representation in 
government and non-government bodies, advisory committees and councils. The Chamber 
representation to Employers Association (MM Ispahani, 1951),325 East Bengal Board of 
Industries (JWE Berry, 1952),326 Foreign Trade Development Council (A Jalil, 1951),327 Jute 
Brokers Association (1951),328 and Narayanganj Municipality (1952)329 are some examples.

The DNCCI Phase (1952-59) saw the Chamber make nearly 35 representations to 
various committees or organizations.330 In this phase, most importantly, the Chamber 
offered representations in educational institutions as well as government and non- 
government bodies and committees such as the Board of Governors, Viqarunnissa Noon 
School (MM Ispahani, 1956, 1957),331 Court of the University of Dhaka (MM Ispahani, 1956, 
AA Kahlon, 1957),332 and the Government College of Commerce, Chittagong (MM Ispahani, 
1953).333 

In the NCCI Phase (1959-79), the Chamber was represented in 90 committees or 
organizations of government, semi- government and autonomous institutions.334 From this 
number, it can be easily seen how the Chamber became the biggest representative trade 
organization of the country. From this phase onwards its representational function 
became an integral part of the Chamber’s work. Along with public ones, the Chamber got 
involved in numerous bodies, councils and committees of non- government and 
autonomous institutions. Some new and noteworthy representations in this phase were in 
the Central Advisory Council for the Ministry of Commerce (YA Bawany, 1965, M Ilahi & 
Rashid Ahmed, 1969, M Ilahi, 1968),335 Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce & 

Foreign Trade (FK Ghuznavi, 1968, 1975),336 Dacca-Narayanganj Electricity Advisory 
Committee (M Ilahi, 1963, 1969),337 Import Advisory Committee of the Chief Controller of 
Imports & Exports (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),338 Management Board for Abandoned 
Properties for Dacca City and Adjoining Areas (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),339 Narayanganj 
Town Development Committee (MA Sattar, 1977),340 Bangladesh Industrial Facilities Board 
(ASF Rahman, 1979),341 and the District Committee for Organizing Cottage and Small 
Industries (Mohsen Ali, 1977, ASF Rahman, 1979).342

In 1979, the Chamber was renamed the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Dhaka (MCCI, Dhaka). The MCCI phase is divided into two parts. In the �irst part 
of this phase (1979-1999), the Chamber continued to help build up a strong economic 
base for the country and was represented in important public bodies as well as 
autonomous committees and organizations. At least 65 such representations were made343 

by the Chamber and it worked successfully to give suggestions and offer its views in these 
bodies, committees and organizations. Some selected important examples of 
representations of this phase are as follows: Advisory Committee to the Commissioners of 
Taxes (K Kamrul Hoda, 1979; KA Huque, 1985, 1990, 1997, 1999),344 Advisory Committee 
for Securities and Exchange Commission (Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),345 Bangladesh Bank’s Co-ordinations Committee (SH Kabir, 1979; Rashid-ul Hasan, 
1985; AKM Ghaffar, 1990),346 Consultative Committee for the National Board of Revenue 
(MR Siddqi, 1985; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1990; Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),347 Training & Employment of Advisory Committee of Dacca Polytechnic Institute 
(FK Ghuznavi, 1978-79),348 Institute of Business Administration, Dhaka University (M Anis 
Ud Dowla, 1982; SH Kabir, MR Siddiqi, 1978-79),349 Inter-Ministerial Committee on Labour 

(FK Ghuznavi, 1979, 1985; Laila Rahman Kabir, 1997, 1999),350 and National Consultative 
Committee on Power (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1979; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1985; SA Azim, 1990; 
Azimur Rahman, 1997).351

In the new millennium the Chamber’s representational functions have become even 
more important than in earlier years. It now has more representations in public bodies, 
advisory committees, advisory boards and advisory councils; consultative committees of 
various ministries; trade organizations; �inancial institutions; various commissions and 
enquiries; urbanization and town development bodies; ports and ICD; the health sector; 
educational and other institutions. Some selected important representations of this current 
phase have been as follows: Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles (MA Awal, 
2002, Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2008, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2008, 2013),352 Advisory 
Committee for Securities and Exchange Commission (Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2002, 2004, 
2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Nihad Kabir, 2013),353 Consultative Committee to the Ministry 
of Commerce (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2004, Latifur rahman, 2008, 
Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),354 Jute & Textile Council of the 
Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (AK Shamsuddin, 2002, Kamran T Rahman, 
2008, 2010),355 National Committee on Exports (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),356 
National Council for Industrial Development, NCID (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013) .357

As was mentioned earlier, almost all leading industrial organizations in the private 
and public sectors are at present members of the Chamber and Chamber representatives 
have been playing signi�icant roles in decision and policy-making in almost all public and 
private bodies, committees and councils of Bangladesh. In serving business responsibly in 
its 110 years history, the Metropolitan Chamber has given representations to over a 
hundred government, non-government, semi-government and autonomous committees 
and organizations. 

Representations in Public Bodies: The Chamber’s representations to public advisory 
committees, advisory boards and advisory councils have been regular features in the 
post-partition phase of the Chamber’s existence. Chamber members have been nominated 

to such bodies regularly and have worked there conscientiously. For example, its 
representations to the East Bengal Board of Industries and the East Bengal Labour 
Advisory Board continued till the middle of the 1950s. In addition, the Chamber also had 
representations in the Narayanganj Municipality; Associated Chamber of Commerce of 
Pakistan; Pakistan Tea Board and Pakistan Tea Licensing Committee. In 1953, two of the 
Chamber representatives were nominated for the Regional Employment Advisory 
Committee for East Bengal. In the same year the then President of the Chamber, Mr A Jalil, 
became a member of the Executive Committee of the Governor’s Refugee Relief Fund.358 In 
the Pakistan Tea Board, the former Chamber President Mr MM Ispahani was active for a 
couple of years as a member of the Tea Board.359 Mr DS Jamal was re-nominated as the 
Chamber’s representative on the East Bengal Railway Advisory Committee after 
completing his two years in 1955.360 In a meeting held on 13 September 1977, the 
Chamber’s representatives on the Panel of Advisers for Private Sector Industries 
constituted by the Planning Commission were chosen. Mr M Anis Ud Dowla and Mr Zeaul 
Huq were selected for two years to represent NCCI in the committee.361

Representations in Educational Institutions: Chamber members were represented in 
various educational and professional institutions of government, semi- government, or 

autonomous bodies. In 1956 and 1957, the Chamber nominated Mr MM Ispahani and Mr 
AA Kahlon to the Court of the University of Dhaka.362 In 1977, the Dean of the Faculty of 
Commerce, University of Dhaka, informed the Chamber that Mr Rashid Ahmed had 
completed his two years tenure and a replacement would be considered on expiry of the 
term.363 This is evidence of the Chamber’s continued representation in the Commerce 
Faculty of the University of Dhaka in that period. 

Representations in Consultative Committees of Ministries: Representations to 
consultative committees of various ministries constitute an important activity of the 
Chamber. Since its NCCI phase (1959-1979), the Chamber has been working with 
numerous ministerial committees. The Ministry of Commerce, Commerce and Foreign 
Trade, Commerce and Industry, Communication and Textile are where the Chamber is 
represented most actively on a regular basis. Mr M Ahad and Mr MH Adamjee represented 
it in an Advisory Council of the Ministry of Commerce in 1963.364 Mr FK Ghuznavi 
represented the Chamber in the Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce and Foreign 
Trade in 1968 and 1975.365 The Chamber was represented in the Advisory Council for 
Ministry of Commerce (Central) by Mr YA Bawany, Mr M Ilahi and Mr Rashid Ahmed in the 
1960s.366 In the MCCI phase, representations in the ministries became even more 
signi�icant. Mr Mostaque Ahmed Siddique and Mr MA Awal represented the Chamber in the 
Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles in 1997 and 1999.367 Consultative 
Committee to the Ministry of Jute & Textiles, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of 
Industries, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of Commerce, Consultative Committee 
to the Ministry of Communications are a few bodies in this phase where Mr Syed Mohsen 
Ali, Mr SH Kabir, Mr Syed Manzur Elahi, Mr Samson H Chowdhury, Mr Mahbub Jamil, Mr MA 
Sattar MP, and Mr MH Khan represented the Chamber and contributed signi�icantly to 
proceedings.368 

Representations in Trade Organizations/Associations: The Chamber became a member 
of the Associated Chamber of Commerce of India (ASSOCHAM) sometime in 1930s and 
continued to be a member till 1947. It received membership in the Associated Chamber of 
Commerce of Pakistan (ASSOCHAP) in 1960s. The Chamber sent representatives to the 
Federation of Chambers of Commerce of the British Empire in 1950,369 to the Federation of 
Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry in 1968,370 and to the Federation of 
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) in 1975.371 The MCCI, Dhaka, is 
still a member of FBCCI and the two organizations have been working together for the 
betterment of trade and commerce in Bangladesh. The Chamber’s members were 
represented in the Pakistan National Committee of International Chamber of Commerce,372 

as well as the Federation of Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan. In addition, the Chamber 
was represented in many other trade organizations and associations. In the 1950s the 

Chamber sent representatives to the Jute Brokers Association373 and the East Bengal Jute 
Dealers Association. The Chamber had representations in export and import-related 
organizations such as the National Export Council, the Export Promotion Council etc. Given 
below is a list of some organizations where the Chamber was represented.

Representations in Financial Institutions: The Chamber has also been represented in 
various �inancial institutions such as stock exchanges, banks and insurance companies. In 
its DNCC phase, Chamber representatives played active roles in the Pakistan Insurance 
Corporation (1951). In the MCCI, Dhaka phase, Mr Samson H Chowdhury (1997) and 

Mahbub Jamil (1999) were actively engaged in working with the Advisory Committee for 
the Securities and Exchange Commission.374 Mr SH Kabir (1978-79), Mr Rashid Ul Hasan 
(1985), and AKM Ghaffar (1990) represented the Chamber in Bangladesh Bank’s 
Co-ordinations Committee.375 

Representations in Commissions and Enquiries: The Chamber’s representations in 
committees of various commissions and enquiries formed by the government have also 
been important in terms of its representational functions. The earliest representations of 
the Chamber on Commissions and Enquiry Committees are Land Reforms Commission 
(1940), Economic Appraisal and Development Enquiry Committee (1952), Commodity 
Price Commission (1952) etc. Other such bodies where the Chamber has been represented 
are listed below: 

Representations in Urbanization and Town Development Bodies: The Chamber has 
nominated its members to different committees constituted for Narayanganj and Dhaka 
Improvement Trust and development bodies. They have played an important role in town 
development. One of the earliest example of representations in such bodies is to be found 
in the workings of the Narayanganj Municipality.376 

Representations in Ports and ICD: The Chamber’s participation and representation in 
committees on Ports and ICD (Internal Container Depot) formed by the government have 
also been very important in terms of its representational functions. The Chamber 
contributed actively to such bodies by nominating members for representation of its 
interests in them. Some of the earliest representations have been in bodies such as the 
Chittagong Port Authority (1959),377 Chalna Anchorage Advisory Committee (1959)378 and 
Chittagong Port Advisory Committee (1984)379. The Chamber has been regularly 
represented in these bodies since then.

Representations in Health Sector: The Chamber had contributed signi�icantly to the 
health sector of the region in general and Bangladesh in particular through its 
representatives in these bodies, councils or committees of the health sector and hospitals. 
In the NCC and DNCC phase, the Chamber nominated two members to the Managing 
Committee of the Victoria Hospital of Narayanganj in 1951.380 In 1952, the DNCC nominated 
Mr EG Stevenson and Mr CEC Guthrie to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the Victoria Hospital 
Committee.381 

Representations in Various Government and Other Committees: Representations of the 
Chamber in government and others non-government and semi-government committees 
have also been very important for it. Some examples of such representations are given 
below: 

The above list clearly indicates the contribution the Chamber has made to the eastern 
part of Bengal as a whole and to Bangladesh in particular. Representations in these sectors 
have facilitated regular dialogue with government, provided scope for advocacy, and 
allowed it to offer feedback on policies and legislation affecting business practices as well 
as to serve on statutory boards and government committees to help formulate policy 
guidelines and set standards that have contributed to the business climate and enhanced 
members’ competitiveness.

4.5 Publications
The Chamber has been publishing journals which are quite distinctive and have been 
well-appreciated at home and abroad. Circulars and bulletins issued at periodic intervals 
are supplied to members by the Chamber free of charge. Providing details of government 
and semi-governments noti�ications; reporting on the impact of legislation; judicial 
decisions in respect of business matters of general interest or signi�icance; publicizing 
trade inquiries and trade and business opportunities; providing information about new 
technologies and opportunities for technology transfer, areas of collaboration, investment 
trends, economic indicators, comparative data and analysis of such data, important events 
within the country and overseas, trade fairs and exhibition of special importance, visiting 
missions and dignitaries; reporting on important activities involving members and other 
similar information have made these publications useful and desirable.

Publications are an essential function of the Chamber and a service it offers to its 
members and the nation. Through its publications, the Chamber attempts to collect and 
disseminate information on business, including export, import, investment and tax 
regulations. The Chamber usually collects government circulars, notices, and statistical 
data from government and other bodies and disseminates information relating to trade, 
commerce and industry among members. It also prepares ‘Position Papers’ on various 
issues and circulates the Chamber’s decisions to its members, the society and the nation. As 
such, its publications have been playing a signi�icant role in the growth and development of 
trade and commerce in the land. The Chamber has various publications and they are 
published regularly. Some publications of the Chamber are Chamber News, Annual Report, 
the Summary of Taxation Rules, Quarterly Review, Tax News, Chamber Bulletin, Telephone 
Directory and the Diamond Jubilee Celebration Volume. In the millennium phase (2000 
onwards), the Chamber entered the digital world and information about it is available on 
the website of MCCI.382 

Research Cell and Preparation of Position Papers: Some major functions of the cell are: 
collecting data on trade and commerce ; maintaining a data-base and evaluating economic 
growth; compiling and analyzing monthly �igures of production in major industries, cost of 
living index, monthly �igures on import and export, and analyzing trends, policy reviews 
and evaluation; examining the budget of the country; preparing the Chamber’s budget 
proposals, and compiling and publishing periodicals. 

The Chamber usually offers its views and ideas on different issues relating to trade, 
investment and macroeconomic policies based on its research counterparts. Research and 
analytical studies are key tools in coming up with information necessary to provide policy 
and advocacy support to the government and to members. MCCI has the capacity to 
conduct qualitative and quantitative research. From time to time, the Chamber conducts 
joint studies and organizes events such as seminars and conferences with government and 
leading research organizations at home and abroad.383 Its regular publications re�lect the 
views and particular position of the Chamber on any number of issues.

For preparing position papers professionally, the research cell of the Chamber makes 
use of the best and most recent data relating to the issue at hand and presents an analysis 
of the relevant data. The analysis provided often indicates how business interests are being 
hurt by existing or proposed regulatory and tax structures and what measures should be 
adopted to relieve the business community in order to promote business development. The 
papers are the basis of the Chamber’s lobbying activities and position on issues 
disseminated through publications in the periodicals of the Chamber.

Regular Publications

Annual Report: The earliest and 
foremost publication of the 
Chamber is its Annual Report. 
This has been in regular 
publication since 1904. Due to 
political turmoil in Bengal 
(1903-08), the First and Second 
World War (1914-19, 1939-45), 
the Great Economic Depression 
(1930s), the Great Bengal 
Famine (1943), Partition of India 
(1947), Natural calamities and 
the War of Independence (1971), 
very few of these reports survive. However, Annual Reports published since 1954 are still 
available. These have become valuable records of the economic development of the region. 

All Reports contain important statistical data covering different aspects of the Country’s 
economic activities, along with other valuable information.

Chamber News is a monthly publication. It 
contains mainly information on recent national 
and international economic events, news about 
Chamber members, country pro�iles, Chamber 
matters, updates on new products, statistical 
overviews of different aspects, articles, news 
briefs on national and international business, 
trade enquiries and business proposals, 
review-related matters etc. Chamber News was 
�irst published in 1977. From 1978, this 
monthly News has been published with the help 
of advertisements provided by member-�irms. 
In the millennium phase, digital technologies 
have been adapted in the make-up and get-up 
process and Chamber News has now got an 
attractive look. This publication has earned 
both national and international reputation as one of the leading economic magazines of the 
region. This in-house magazine is distributed primarily to its members but because of its 
high quality and acceptability, it is also distributed amongst government departments, 

diplomatic missions, Bangladesh missions 
abroad, international economic agencies and 
research institutions at home and abroad. 

Quarterly Review: This is an important 
quarterly publication of the Chamber that 
focuses on the economic situation of 
Bangladesh and highlights performances in 
different macro economic sectors connected 
with trade and industry. It publishes interviews 
of leading entrepreneurs and is aimed at 
building con�idence among businessmen and 
members of the Chamber. The Quarterly Review 
has earned recognition as a quality business 
magazine. 

Bangladesh Economy: The Chamber’s Research Cell prepares a booklet named Bangladesh 
Economy for its members as well as general readers. Every aspect of the Bangladesh 
economy as well as the economic performance of the Country in a �iscal year is covered in 

it. Business growth, agriculture, industry, 
services, investment and saving, monetary 
development, export-import, balance of 
payments, remittance, foreign aid, foreign 
direct investment, foreign exchange reserves, 
the National Budget and new investments are 
some of the topics featured in Bangladesh 
Economy. 

Summary of Taxation Rules: This is a yearly 
publication of the Chamber. It is published 
after the announcement of the Government’s 
Annual Budget. Through the Summary of 
Taxation Rules, the Chamber attempts to 
explain the requirements of the laws in the 
�ield of income tax, customs and excise duties 

and other taxes mentioned in the Budget. 

Telephone Directory: Another yearly publication of the Chamber is Telephone Guide. This 
useful publication of the Chamber compiles 
telephone numbers of important government 
of�icials, diplomatic missions, �inancial 
institutions, trade bodies, stock exchange etc. 
In this Guide, telephone numbers of members 
of the Chamber Committee, Chamber 
Secretariat and Bangladesh Employers 
Federation are included. Important phone 
numbers of semi-government, 
non-government departments and leading 
autonomous organizations are also included 
in this directory. 

Major Economic Indicators of Bangladesh is 
prepared by the Economic Research Cell of 
MCCI. Population and mainly macroeconomic 

aspects, including details of GDP, growth, per capita GDP, agriculture, industry etc. of 
Bangladesh are included in the publication. The major economic indicators of Bangladesh 
are updated annually through this publication.

Occasional Publications
The Diamond Jubilee Publication was brought out in 1979 to commemorate 75 years of the 
Chamber. On that occasion, the Chamber published not only the Annual Report of 1978-79 
as its Diamond Jubilee Year, 1904-1979, but also a particular section separately titled 
Chamber’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration, 1904-1979. in 1987, the Chamber published 
“Industry in Bangladesh” jointly with the Ministry of Industries, Government of 
Bangladesh, and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).384

Contact with the Media
The Metropolitan Chamber maintains close contact with the press and electronic media in 
order to:

•  Disseminate information to the public; 

•  Create public opinion against any changes in government policy which adversely affects 
the interests of the business community;

•  Publicize the activities of the Chamber;
•  Provide instant reaction to a public policy or decision;
•  Provide publicity for any offer of training programs, workshops, seminars and for trade 

delegations; 
•  Circulate news on changes in the chamber e.g. new of�ice bearers; 

• Create public opinion against political activity that disrupts business and commerce.

Initially the Chamber would issue press releases irregularly to articulate its concerns 
on the proposed budget by the government. But from the phase of MCCI, Dhaka (1979-99), 
it started issuing press releases on a regular basis to articulate its concerns not only on the 
proposed budget but also on signi�icant events relating to politics and the economy of the 
country. To create a better socio-political environment, the Chamber urged political parties 
to lower the frequency of hartals and strikes. The Chamber, along with, other leading trade 
bodies of the country, jointly issued press releases to condemn hartals and urged exploring 
alternate means of expressing political differences.

In the Millennium phase, the Chamber continues to issue public statements and press 
releases to articulate its concerns and convey its stand-point to the public on nationally and 
internationally important issues. In this phase, the Chamber has also begun to issue joint 
statements with BGMEA, DCCI, CCCI, FICCI, BTMA, FBCCI and other important trade bodies 
in Bangladesh so that the voice raised by the businessmen is united, powerful and more 
effective than before. Some selected press releases are reproduced from the Annual Reports 
of the Chamber in the Appendices Section. See appendix 22.

4.6 Communication Development
The Chamber operated a courier service from Dhaka to Chittagong and Khulna, from the 
early 1950s. Urgent commercial mail and important documents were collected from 
member-�irms and dispatched by air through this service. The Chamber introduced its 
courier service at the beginning of its DNCC phase.385 Subsequently, the Chamber operated 
its courier service from Dhaka to other parts of the country as well.386 With the advent of 
private courier services, the Chamber discontinued its courier service in 1989. 

The Chamber also offened Telex Service to member-�irms at an earlier period. This 
service helped disseminate urgent messages, like international tenders. It was available for 
member-�irms.387 

During the DNCCI and NCCI phases, the Chamber gave great emphasis on the 
communication sector. It dealt with frequent complaints regarding communication, 
including posts and telegraph, teleprinter services, postal deliveries, communications 
between East and West Pakistan, local telephone charges, railway transport, inland water 
transport and so on.388 For inter-wing shipping communication, the Chamber worked to 
ease problems relating to coastal shipping.389 

For the Teleprinter service, endeavor was made from 1955 onwards for the 
installation of a teleprinter in the Chamber for use of members.390 The Chamber worked 
hard to increase the Trunk Calls circuits between Dacca and Khulna via Kushtia.391 

The Chamber used to assist individual members with telephone service in the 
1960s.392 At that time, the Chamber was greatly concerned about the condition of the 
Dacca-Narayanganj Road. It eventually contributed to the reconstruction of the road.393 

Because of technological developments in communication and other developments, 
the Chamber now does not need to offer these services.

4.7 Annual General Meeting (AGM)
The Chamber organizes its Annual General Meeting (AGM) every December or at another 
convenient time. 

During the pre-liberation period of Bangladesh, the Chief Minister or Governor of East 
Bengal, East Pakistan’s Governor, and sometimes the Governor-General of Pakistan, would 
grace AGMs as the chief guest, which were followed by dinner. During the NCCI phase, 
Chamber’s AGMs were graced by the Governor-General of Pakistan or the Chief Minister of 

East Bengal or the Governor of East Pakistan. In 1953, the Governor General of Pakistan 
Ghulam Muhammed was present as a Chief Guest at the AGM of the Chamber. He accepted 
the invitation to open the new Chamber Building.394 AK Fazlul Haq, Governor of East Bengal, 
addressed the Chamber as the Chief Guest in 1956.394a A large number of dignitaries were 
also invited to be present at the AGM session in this phase. Among them were Mr G David 
(Deputy High Commissioner of UK in East Pakistan) and Mr Goro Tsukamoto (Consul for 
Japan in East Pakistan) who were present in 1956.395 In this phase, Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, HS Suhrawardy, was invited as the Chief Guest but was unable to accept the 
invitation due to other preoccupations.396 

In the �irst part of its NCCI phase, governors of East Pakistan would be regularly 
present at AGMs. Mr Zakir Hossain, the Governor of East Pakistan, addressed the Chamber 
in 1959 and Mr Azam Khan, Governor of East Pakistan in 1960. Mr Abdul Monem Khan 
attended the Chamber AGM on four occasions in the 1960s.397 During this phase 
distinguished guests from Diplomatic Corps, government departments, and trade and 
industry would attend the session. In the Presidential Address the President would talk 
about the overall situation of the country, especially economic challenges that were to be 

overcome. It also covered a wide range of subjects, both national and international. The 
Governor in his address discuss issues raised by the Chamber President.398 

In independent Bangladesh, the Chamber came out of its practice of inviting a Chief 
Guest at the main session of the Annual General Meeting. Instead, the Chief Guest would 
now be invited only to its dinner or luncheon sessions. In 1972, Mr AR Siddiqi, Minister for 
Trade and Commerce, was the �irst such Chief Guest in independent Bangladesh.399 In a 
meeting held in 1974, the Chamber Committee decided that no Chief Guest would 
henceforth be invited to the AGM of the Chamber.400

            THE CHAMBER AND THE NATION

The activities of the Metropolitan Chamber are evidence of its concern not only for the 
interest and well-being of its members, but also for the social and humanitarian causes, 
bene�itting the nation over the decades. Since its inception, the Chamber has stood by the 
people of Bangladesh and has contributed to the establishment of sectors such as 
education, health and environment.

Encouraging members to take part in social and humanitarian services is one of the 
primary objectives of MCCI. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) has always been an 
important focus of the Chamber. In fact, a sub-committee, named ‘Corporate Governance 
and CSR’, has been working actively to this end from 2010. This sub-committee was formed 
to serve the nation in all possible ways and was not con�ined to trade and business-related 
activities. Over the years, the Chamber has rendered many services to the nation by 
contributing �inancially as well as helping otherwise as part of its social and humanitarian 
commitment to the nation. CSR has become an integral part of the Chamber’s mission. 

The Metropolitan Chamber has been playing a leading role primarily to help in the 
economic progress of the country. But, it is aware that such progress depends on taking 
comprehensive and sustainable initiatives elsewhere and these involve making 
contributions to the nation on social and humanitarian fronts. The Chamber has 
contributed immensely to public sectors such as, education and health and has earned a 
solid reputation thereby. It has taken some notable initiatives on environmental issues and 
these are going to be highlighted in this chapter along with the Chamber’s involvement in 
other CSR issues.

5.1 Education Sector
As a part of the benevolent work and social responsibility that it sees as integral to its 
mission, the Metropolitan Chamber has contributed signi�icantly to the education sector of 
the eastern part of Bengal and Bangladesh over the decades. However, because of the 
paucity of sources, the complete picture of Chamber’s philanthropic activities in its NCC 
phase (1904-1950) could not be fully presented. 

It can be inferred though, that the Chamber had some sort of connection to the 
establishment of Narayanganj High School (1885) and Morgan Girls School (1910) in its 
�irst phase. In fact, these two educational institutions were established with the �inancial 
help of some merchants of Narayanganj who were believed to be actively involved in the 
formation of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Narayanganj High School was an 
English medium school. It became a middle school in 1876 and �inally a high school in 1885. 
The school was located on the bank of the Sitalakhya near Netaiganj from 1885 to 1907. 
After 1907, this school received donations from NCC on many occasions and gradually 
became a reputed institution of the area. From 1922 to 1948 the reputation of this 
institution spread far and wide. 

In 1937, when Narayanganj Women’s College was established, local merchants were 
approached for �inancial assistance. Mr RP Saha, the eminent philanthropist and merchant 
of Narayanganj, made a signi�icant contribution to the college. In the 1940s, this college 
became Tolaram Women College. Madanlal Saragi, son of Tolaram Saragi, donated a sum of 
Rs 25 thousand to the College for its development. Tolaram Company was a Marwari �irm 
in Narayanganj and a prominent member of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Not 
only Mr Tolaram, but other merchants of the city associated with NCC, also extended their 
help to the college on various occasions.

5.1.1 Viqarunnisa Noon School: In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon School was established in 
Dhaka by Lady Noon, the wife of Mr Feroj Khan Noon, Governor of East Bengal. The 
Chamber had an important role to play in establishing the school, though economically the 
Chamber was going through a dif�icult time.401 The school began functioning in Bailey Road, 
initially as a preparatory school. In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon appealed to well-to-do people 
including the Chamber of Commerce for �inancial help. Mr AR Faridi, the Chamber 
President at the time, received a letter of appeal for funds of a school which was to be built 
along the lines of an English Public School to accommodate approximately 700 pupils to be 
instructed with the help of well-quali�ied staff. 

In June 1952, the Chamber received a letter from the District Magistrate of Dacca 
mentioning the donation of Rs 10,000 by the Burmah Oil Co. Ltd. towards the school. 
Meanwhile, MM Ispahani and AD Boldy agreed to organize a proper campaign to collect 
funds for the school.402 

In January and February, 1953, the Chamber circulated an appeal to its members and 
collected Rs 28,500. This sum was donated to the school fund.403 The Chamber continued its 
efforts to come up with a substantial donation. Subsequently, Lady Noon corresponded 
once more with the Chamber. Members of the Chamber and af�iliated Associations 
contributed Rs 61,750/- to Viqarun Nisa Girls School.404 In 1953, the Chamber President Mr 
RWN Ferguson was appointed as a member of the Governing Body of the School.405 Later, Mr 
MM Ispahani was also nominated to the Governing Body of the school.

5.1.2 Udayan Bidyalay: Presently known as Udayan Higher Secondary School Dhaka, this 
private higher secondary school was established in 1955 by the University of Dhaka. It is a 
co-educational institution and currently one of the most well-known schools of Dhaka. In a 
Committee meeting held on 27 November, 1973, the Chamber changed its earlier decision 
to make a monthly donation of Tk 250 to the school. Udayan School Authorities had 
requested the Chamber Committee to consider donating a lump sum so that the money 
might be utilized towards the extension of the school building which was needed to meet 
the great rush of students following liberation. The Committee decided that member-�irms 
be requested to contribute at the following rates: Ordinary Member Tk 500 and Associate 
Member Tk 125.406 

The Chamber made further donations to this school afterwards. In a meeting held on 
15 February, 1974, the Chamber Committee noted that it had made a total donation of Tk 
11,500. The Chamber President mentioned in a meeting that the authorities of the Udayan 
School had again approached him to consider giving some more �inancial assistance to help 
them complete the school building. The Committee then decided to donate Tk 10,000 more 
to Udayan School.407 In 1975, the Chamber again donated Tk 10,000 to the institution.408 

5.1.3 The Narayanganj Education Society: The Narayanganj Education Society was 
formed in 1956 under the Society Registration Act, 1860. The aim of the Society was to 
promote quality education among the people of Narayanganj regardless of caste, creed and 
religion. The �irst Executive Committee, consisting of 12 members, included Mr Hanif 
Adamjee of Adamjee Jute Mills Ltd, Mr Ahmad Dada, Mr AKI Abrehani of R Sim & Co. Ltd., 
Mr SL Husain, a banker, Mr JA Hume of Pakbay Co. Ltd., Mr GL Jain, a businessman, Dr AWF 
Rahman, a medical practitioner, Mr AKK Haque of Muslim Commercial Bank Ltd., Mr AG 
Jiwani of Bawa Jute Mills, Mr AK Chatarjee, a legal practitioner and Mr HA Ghani, a 
businessman. Most of them were members of DNCCI. When the Society appealed to the 
Chamber for donations the Chamber forwarded the appeal to its member-�irms so that they 
could contribute.409 

In 1960, the Chamber offered to nonate its Henderson Road land to the Education 
Society for the construction of a school building. However this was not possible due to legal 
complications.410 

5.1.4 Polytechnic Education in East Bengal: In 1953, the East Bengal Government 
appealed to the Chamber for a donation of Rs 7,20,000 for the development of the newly 
established Polytechnic at Tejgaon (Dacca) in East Bengal.411 The Chamber circulated this 
request to its member-�irms. In 1954, Mr A Khalilee, Secretary-Commerce, Labour 
Industries, inquired about the progress of the donation scheme412 and a sub-committee 
recommended a guideline for contributions. In the end, the Chamber managed to collect a 
good amount, which was then handed over to the Project Authority. The fund provided by 
the DNCCI was mainly used for the scholarships of Polytechnic students. In 1955, the 
Chamber received a reminder letter to provide a Stipend Fund for students of the Institute. 
The Chamber provided as many scholarships to the Polytechnic students as it could for 
three more years.413 

5.1.5 Chittagong Public School: In 1953, an appeal to the Chamber was made by Mr MM 
Ispahani to lend support to the construction and running of a public school being set up in 
Chittagong.414 Mr Ispahani, then Director of PIDC, suggested that jute press house owners 
and shippers could each contribute half an anna per bale on all pucca bales handled by 
them. The Chamber agreed in principle to help the Ispahani School but considered giving 
one anna per jute bale too high an amount.415 The Chamber, however, circulated the request 
and in the end a good sum was collected for this purpose.

5.1.6 Institute of Business Administration, University of Dhaka: University of Dhaka, 
with the help of the Ford Foundation, set up the Institute of Business Administration. Dr 
Olescanin, the �irst Adviser of this Institute, invited the Committee members of NCCI and 

they met him under the leadership of Mr YA Bawani, the then President of the Chamber. A 
two year course was started in that year with 35 students. The idea was to provide students 
with an education which would be different from traditional business education. Students 
would now be trained to hold senior positions in business and handle day to day as well 
as long-term �inancial and marketing problems. The Government provided a set up fund 

of Rs 30,000. NCCI took great interest in this project and was of the view that this would go 
a long way towards ful�illing the genuine need for trained senior executives in the province. 
The Chamber assured the Adviser, that it would do everything possible to make the 
Institute a success. After independence, MCCI continued to nominate members to IBA. MR 
Siddiqui (1979-80 and 1986-89), M Anis Ud Dowla (1982) and SH Kabir (1983-85) were 
thus nominated to its Academic Board.416 

5.1.7 Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund: The deed of the 
‘Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund’ was registered in 1979. 
Subsequently, the Fund was approved by the National Board of Revenue and it came into 
existence after the necessary formalities were complted, on 3 July, 1979.417 

5.1.8 Jamiat-Ul-Falah: The Committee considered a request for donation to the 
Jamiat-ul-Falah, a philanthropic organization entrusted with the setting up of an Islamic 
Research Centre, Welfare Complex and a mosque in Chittagong. The Committee considered 
the request and decided that Chamber members should donate generously to the Fund. The 
Chamber approached a number of selected member-�irms and arranged for a substantial 
donation to the Fund.418 

5.1.9 Eighth Pakistan Science Conference: The Chamber received an appeal from the “8th 
Pakistan Science Conference” for a donation to meet the costs of the conference, which was 
to be attended by distinguished scientists from abroad. The Committee considered that this 
was a cause worthy of support and a circular was issued to members recommending that 
they should contribute. In the Committee’s view, a donation of Rs 100 was considered 
reasonable and a recommendation to members was made accordingly.419 In 1968 and 1970, 
the Chamber contributed towards the expenses of the “All Pakistan Science Conference.”420 

The Chamber worked assiduously with schools, colleges, institutes, training 
companies, madrashas and other educational bodies (government and non-government) 
and assisted them in various ways. In January 1965, the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Pakistan (Dacca Region) asked the Chamber to contribute for the 

construction of their building.421 The Chamber agreed to do so and asked its member to 
donate a sum of Rs 100 each to this Institute. Apart from the above mentioned educational 
institutes, the Chamber extended its generous help to set up the Narayanganj HE School 
(1953), Trade Union Workers Training Institute (1955), Dacca Law College (1957), 
University Of�icers Training Corps. (UOTC) (1958), St. Joseph’s School, Dacca (1959), 
Narayanganj Senior Islamia Madrasha (1960), East Regional Laboratory Science High 
School (1968), and Narayanganj English Preparatory School (1968). Donations were made 
to St. Joseph’s School (1959) and Udayan School, Dacca (1957) for construction of their 
buildings and expansion of rooms. The Chamber also came forward to provide �inancial 
help for the East-Pakistan Educational Week and Pakistan History and Museum Conference 
(1953), and for an excursion tour undertaken by Tolaram College students to travel to West 
Pakistan in 1970.422 The Chamber also extended its help to Mr Harun-ur Rashid, a lecturer 
of the University of Chittagong for working on his PhD in Japan in 1977.423 

5.2 Health Sector
As a part of its benevolent work and social responsibility, the Metropolitan Chamber has 
always contributed handsomely to the health sector in this region. The Chamber made a 
noteworthy contribution to Victoria Hospital in Narayanganj in 1950s and Holy Family 
Hospital in Dhaka in the 1950s and 60s. 

5.2.1 Victoria Hospital: Victoria Hospital was the �irst hospital set up in Narayanganj. It 
was established in 1885 by the municipality with �inancial contributions from Harakanta 
Banerjee.424 Subsequently, it was handed over to the municipality. In 1939, the Chamber 
Committee extended its help for development of the Hospital. The Chamber received an 
appeal for donations for the maintenance and upkeep of the institution which was run on 
voluntary subscription.425 The donation made to Victoria Hospital was one of the much 
appreciated initiatives undertaken by the Chamber in the 1950s.426 

The Honorary Secretary of Victoria Hospital requested Narayanganj Chamber to 
provide �inancial help to it in 1950 and the Chamber did so. At the request of the Hospital 
Committee, member-�irms of the Chamber contributed to the Victoria Hospital’s ‘Poor 
Patient Fund’427 for a long time. To increase its assistance, the Chamber made an appeal to 

its member-�irms for voluntary subscriptions. A Women’s organization also approached 
the Chamber for donation to the female ward of Victoria Hospital.428 The Chamber referred 
its appeal to members. In a meeting held on 1 May 1951, the Chamber received a proposal  
from the Sub-Divisional Of�icer, Narayanganj to send a representative to the Hospital 
Committee so that member-�irms could continue their donations to the Hospital. The 
Chamber Committee accepted the offer and pointed out that most member-�irms were 
donating money to the Hospital on a regular basis.429 

In 1952, DNCC nominated Capt. EG Stevenson of Bangla-Assam Steamship Co. Ltd. and 
Mr CEC Guthrie of IGN & RSN Co. Ltd. to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the ‘Victoria Hospital 
Committee’.430 As per records, though Victoria Hospital was under the management of the 
Municipality, the management of this fund was under the disposal of the Hospital 
Committee. In 1956, the Chamber Committee decided that the balance of the fund would be 
donated to Holy Family Hospital on certain terms and conditions. In 1959, the SDO of 
Narayanganj again requested the Chamber to continue contributing to Victoria Hospital.

5.2.2 Dacca Ladies Club Poor Patients Fund: In response to a request from Dacca Ladies 
Club, in 1953, the Chamber contributed Rs 150 from its own fund and requested the 
Pakistan Jute Association to consider donating a similar amount for the Club’s “Poor 
Patients Fund”.431

5.2.3 Holy Family Hospital Scheme: In March 1953, the Chamber President Mr RWN 
Ferguson was approached by the sisters of Holy Family Hospital to contribute to the Holy 
Family Hospital Scheme. In response, the Chamber initiated a scheme for medical 
treatment of Chamber employees based on donations made to Holy Family Hospital.432 In 
order to implement the scheme, an Adhoc Committee was formed consisting of Mr AD 
Boldy and Mr AB Baike of the Chamber. In June 1953, the Chamber issued a circular in 
regard to donation policy and a sub-committee was assigned to draw up recommendations 
on donations and the medical scheme. Mr MM Ispahani, Mr Ferguson and Mr Boldy were 
members of the Sub Committee.433

DNCCI gave donations for the development of Holy Family Hospital in return for 
treatment facilities for Chamber staff. In 1956, the balance of the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ was 
handed over to Holy Family Hospital on condition that a certain number of beds would be 

reserved in the maternity wards for poor patients from Narayanganj who would be 
screened by the Fund managers and sent to Holy Family Hospital for free treatment 
through a Screening Committee.434 However, this idea was ultimately dropped as some 
donors balked at this system and since the government did not approve the transfer of the 
‘Poor Patient’s Fund’ to this hospital. In 1958, the Chamber Secretariat arranged for 
treatment of some of daily patients without prior appointment in the Hospital.435

In 1959, the Hospital Contact Committee of the Chamber consisted of Mrs. Conventry, 
Mr Naser-ud-Deen Khan and Mr Heald, who continued to meet once every month with the 
Holy Family Hospital authorities when matters raised by members of the scheme were 
discussed and reasons for complaints investigated. The Chamber tried to solve all problems 
through regular coordination with the Hospital administration, doctors and patients.436

In 1962, a few member-�irms complained about the services. The Chamber took note 
of the matter and discussed the issue in detail with the Hospital authority.437 In 1965, when 
Holy Family Hospital raised its fees, NCCI agreed to pay according to the revised rate. This 
arrangement with Holy Family Hospital continued till the 1960s.

5.2.4 Dacca Shishu Hospital: After liberation, the Chamber gave donations to the Shisu 
(Children) Hospital Project, Dacca in 1977. In a meeting held on 12 April 1977 with hospital 
authorities the Chamber supported the cause, nathing that Shishu Hospital was a unique 
project and that member-�irms of the Chamber would surely give it spontaneous 
support.438

5.2.5 Others: Apart from these medical schemes, the Chamber extended its support to 
many other health care programs and medical institutions. In the 1950s, for example, the 
Chamber made donations to the “Women’s Small Pox Prevention Committee”. The Chamber  
donated to the program for prevention of Blindness in East Bengal; it also donated to the 
Public Health Day observance events in 1958 and the Malaria Eradication Program. Upon a 
request of Dr Mohammed Ibrahim for construction of the Diabetic Clinic at Segunbagicha, 
NCCI and its member-�irms regularly contributed to the Diabetic Association of Pakistan 
from 1963 to 1965.439 In 1966, the Chamber gave donations to the fund set up for Disabled 
Air Force Personnel, injured during the 1965 war.

Apart from the Chamber making donations to health-related projects, member-�irms 
donated to the Health sector on their own. For instance, Mr MM Ispahani of the Ispahani 
Group established the Ispahani Eye Hospital at Dhaka while Mr RP Saha of Kumudini 
Welfare Trust of Bengal established the biggest private sector hospital in the country in the 
1960s, namely Kumudini Hospital at Mirzapur, Tangail.

5.3 Environment Sector
Presently, the Chamber has been making a signi�icant contribution to the environmental 
sector of Bangladesh. MCCI promoted ‘Environmental Management Program’ with the 
World Bank in 2000; it has taken a part in the campaign launched by the Daily Star for ‘clean 
rivers’ in 2009; and most importantly, it has introduced an Award on the Environment in 
2009.

5.3.1 Environmental Management Program: In response to a proposal from the World 
Bank’s Dhaka of�ice, the Chamber Committee agreed to join its Environmental Management 
Programme for the industrial sector. Under this program, 20 member-organizations of the 
Chamber were selected, whose employees were given training on Environmental 
Management Systems by World Bank experts.440

5.3.2 Discussion on ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’: The chamber is 
concerned about the impact of climate change and is aware that it is a critical issue for 
many countries, including Bangladesh. It thus organized a discussion meeting on 25 August 
2010 entitled ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’ where some members took part 
and exchanged views on the issue. Dr Aynun Nishat, Vice-Chancellor of BRAC University, 
and an eminent environmentalist, apprised members of the latest developments on the 
issue.441

5.3.3 Environmental Initiatives to Prevent Water Pollution: The Chamber associated 
itself with the campaign launched by Daily Star for clean rivers (Buriganga, Sitalakhya, and 
Turag) as part of its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). The committee noted that 
nearly 7500 industrial units have been polluting the three rivers around Dhaka city by 

discharging toxic waste, mainly, textile dyes, printing and washing chemicals and ef�luent 
waste of tanneries. The Committee felt, that MCCI’s association with the campaign would 
make the business community more sensitive to the issue of environmental degradation 
and induce business enterprises to introduce ef�luent treatment measures. Accordingly, a 
delegation from the Chamber called on the editor of the Daily Star on June 06, 2009, to 
articulate the chamber’s desire to support the campaign to mitigate the consequences of 
polluted river water.442 The editor and publisher of Daily Star Mr Mahfuz Anam expressed 
gratitude for MCCI’s support in favour of the campaign launched by Daily Star for clear 
rivers. The committee also recognized the need for sending invitations to other leading 
trade bodies to join with MCCI in expressing the business community’s solidarity with the 
campaign for clean rivers.443

As part its drive to support the Daily Star’s Clean Rivers Campaign, the Chamber 
organized a meeting with the heads of some major trade bodies and associations at the 
Chamber Building on 15 July 2009 to discuss the issue of environment pollution, 
particularly the pollution of the three rivers encircling Dhaka City and the role and 
responsibilities of the business community in this matter. As a follow up to the solidarity 
expressed for the clean rivers campaign, the Committee decided to invite Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, MP, Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Environment for the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee of the Ministry of Forest and Environment.444

5.3.4 Introducing Award on Environment: The Chamber continued its support towards 
environment protection and the clean river campaign initiated by the Daily Star in 2009. 
The Chamber Committee decided to grant three awards; two to deserving journalists in the 
print and electronic media for outstanding investigative reporting on the clear river 
campaign and one to an enterprise for having taken a commendable program on setting up 
an effective ef�luent treatment plant (ETP). A 5-member committee was set up for selecting 
deserving candidates.445 The award comprised a cash grant of Tk 1 lac;  on annual 
subscription to international magazines, reports and publications on environmental issues 
for a value of up to Tk 50 thousands to deserving journalists and conductors of TV 
programs, and a certi�icate with a crest to the deserving enterprise. The �irst Award 
Selection Committee was headed by Dr Akbar Ali Khan, former Adviser to the Caretaker 

Government. After a vigorous selection process, it selected Mr Pinaki Roy of the Daily Star 
as the best investigative journalist, Mr SM Babu of ATN Bangla as the best investigative 
conductor of TV program on environmental pollution, and Echotex Limited as the best 
enterprise for exemplary initiative undertaken for ef�luent treatment in 2009.446 The Award 
Selection Committee invited nominations of newspaper reports, TV programs, TV feature 
�ilms and commendable initiatives for different treatment and control of ef�luent discharge 
through newspaper advertisements and by issuing letters to TV channels, press clubs, 
editors of newspapers, trade bodies and associations and entrepreneurs. The �irst award 
giving ceremony was held on 2 June, 2010. As per the announcement made by MCCI, Mr 
Pinaki Roy and Mr SM Babu received Taka one lac each, annual subscriptions of 
international magazines, reports and publications up to Taka �ifty thousand, and an MCCI 
plaque. Echotex Limited also received an MCCI plaque as a special award.447

5.3.5 Roundtable on Environment and River Pollution: The Chamber organised a 
roundtable discussion among members of the business community, civil society, media, and 
policy makers at the Chamber’s Conference Hall on 26 July, 2009. Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, Hon’ble Member of the Parliament and Chairman of the Environment 
Sub-Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Environment and Forests, 
was present in the session as the Chief Guest. Other members of Parliament, presidents and 
chairmen of leading trade bodies, the editor of the Daily Star, members of the business 
community, media professionals and past presidents of the Chamber were present and 
took part in the discussion that focused on the respective roles and responsibilities of the 
business community and the government in mitigating environmental challenges. The 
Chamber expressed its commitment to spontaneously support any national program on 
environmental issues, particularly for saving rivers based on the historic 11-point directive 
of the High Court issued on 25 June, 2009. The role of the media, particularly, that of Daily 
Star, was praised, for developing public awareness on the environment. The Honourable 
members of Parliament present commended the role of the Chamber, and thanked it for 
organizing such an event.448

428 Annual Report of the DNCC, 1951, p. 64.
429 Minutes of the DNCC, 1951, 1 May, p. 70.
430 Minutes of the DNCC, 1952, 25 April, p. 115.
431 Minutes of the DNCCI, 1953, 1 October, p. 231.
432 Minutes of the DNCCI, 1953, 7 December, p. 244.
433 Minutes of the DNCCI, 1953, 12 May, p. 206; Minutes of the DNCCI, 1953, 27 October, p. 237.
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Bengal Chamber of Commerce (BCC) situated in Kolkata. In addition to the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce, the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce also sent representatives to 
government bodies through their nominations to boards, committees and councils. 

In the second phase (1950-52), the Chamber continued to have representation in 
government and non-government bodies, advisory committees and councils. The Chamber 
representation to Employers Association (MM Ispahani, 1951),325 East Bengal Board of 
Industries (JWE Berry, 1952),326 Foreign Trade Development Council (A Jalil, 1951),327 Jute 
Brokers Association (1951),328 and Narayanganj Municipality (1952)329 are some examples.

The DNCCI Phase (1952-59) saw the Chamber make nearly 35 representations to 
various committees or organizations.330 In this phase, most importantly, the Chamber 
offered representations in educational institutions as well as government and non- 
government bodies and committees such as the Board of Governors, Viqarunnissa Noon 
School (MM Ispahani, 1956, 1957),331 Court of the University of Dhaka (MM Ispahani, 1956, 
AA Kahlon, 1957),332 and the Government College of Commerce, Chittagong (MM Ispahani, 
1953).333 

In the NCCI Phase (1959-79), the Chamber was represented in 90 committees or 
organizations of government, semi- government and autonomous institutions.334 From this 
number, it can be easily seen how the Chamber became the biggest representative trade 
organization of the country. From this phase onwards its representational function 
became an integral part of the Chamber’s work. Along with public ones, the Chamber got 
involved in numerous bodies, councils and committees of non- government and 
autonomous institutions. Some new and noteworthy representations in this phase were in 
the Central Advisory Council for the Ministry of Commerce (YA Bawany, 1965, M Ilahi & 
Rashid Ahmed, 1969, M Ilahi, 1968),335 Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce & 

Foreign Trade (FK Ghuznavi, 1968, 1975),336 Dacca-Narayanganj Electricity Advisory 
Committee (M Ilahi, 1963, 1969),337 Import Advisory Committee of the Chief Controller of 
Imports & Exports (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),338 Management Board for Abandoned 
Properties for Dacca City and Adjoining Areas (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),339 Narayanganj 
Town Development Committee (MA Sattar, 1977),340 Bangladesh Industrial Facilities Board 
(ASF Rahman, 1979),341 and the District Committee for Organizing Cottage and Small 
Industries (Mohsen Ali, 1977, ASF Rahman, 1979).342

In 1979, the Chamber was renamed the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Dhaka (MCCI, Dhaka). The MCCI phase is divided into two parts. In the �irst part 
of this phase (1979-1999), the Chamber continued to help build up a strong economic 
base for the country and was represented in important public bodies as well as 
autonomous committees and organizations. At least 65 such representations were made343 

by the Chamber and it worked successfully to give suggestions and offer its views in these 
bodies, committees and organizations. Some selected important examples of 
representations of this phase are as follows: Advisory Committee to the Commissioners of 
Taxes (K Kamrul Hoda, 1979; KA Huque, 1985, 1990, 1997, 1999),344 Advisory Committee 
for Securities and Exchange Commission (Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),345 Bangladesh Bank’s Co-ordinations Committee (SH Kabir, 1979; Rashid-ul Hasan, 
1985; AKM Ghaffar, 1990),346 Consultative Committee for the National Board of Revenue 
(MR Siddqi, 1985; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1990; Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),347 Training & Employment of Advisory Committee of Dacca Polytechnic Institute 
(FK Ghuznavi, 1978-79),348 Institute of Business Administration, Dhaka University (M Anis 
Ud Dowla, 1982; SH Kabir, MR Siddiqi, 1978-79),349 Inter-Ministerial Committee on Labour 

(FK Ghuznavi, 1979, 1985; Laila Rahman Kabir, 1997, 1999),350 and National Consultative 
Committee on Power (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1979; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1985; SA Azim, 1990; 
Azimur Rahman, 1997).351

In the new millennium the Chamber’s representational functions have become even 
more important than in earlier years. It now has more representations in public bodies, 
advisory committees, advisory boards and advisory councils; consultative committees of 
various ministries; trade organizations; �inancial institutions; various commissions and 
enquiries; urbanization and town development bodies; ports and ICD; the health sector; 
educational and other institutions. Some selected important representations of this current 
phase have been as follows: Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles (MA Awal, 
2002, Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2008, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2008, 2013),352 Advisory 
Committee for Securities and Exchange Commission (Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2002, 2004, 
2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Nihad Kabir, 2013),353 Consultative Committee to the Ministry 
of Commerce (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2004, Latifur rahman, 2008, 
Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),354 Jute & Textile Council of the 
Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (AK Shamsuddin, 2002, Kamran T Rahman, 
2008, 2010),355 National Committee on Exports (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),356 
National Council for Industrial Development, NCID (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013) .357

As was mentioned earlier, almost all leading industrial organizations in the private 
and public sectors are at present members of the Chamber and Chamber representatives 
have been playing signi�icant roles in decision and policy-making in almost all public and 
private bodies, committees and councils of Bangladesh. In serving business responsibly in 
its 110 years history, the Metropolitan Chamber has given representations to over a 
hundred government, non-government, semi-government and autonomous committees 
and organizations. 

Representations in Public Bodies: The Chamber’s representations to public advisory 
committees, advisory boards and advisory councils have been regular features in the 
post-partition phase of the Chamber’s existence. Chamber members have been nominated 

to such bodies regularly and have worked there conscientiously. For example, its 
representations to the East Bengal Board of Industries and the East Bengal Labour 
Advisory Board continued till the middle of the 1950s. In addition, the Chamber also had 
representations in the Narayanganj Municipality; Associated Chamber of Commerce of 
Pakistan; Pakistan Tea Board and Pakistan Tea Licensing Committee. In 1953, two of the 
Chamber representatives were nominated for the Regional Employment Advisory 
Committee for East Bengal. In the same year the then President of the Chamber, Mr A Jalil, 
became a member of the Executive Committee of the Governor’s Refugee Relief Fund.358 In 
the Pakistan Tea Board, the former Chamber President Mr MM Ispahani was active for a 
couple of years as a member of the Tea Board.359 Mr DS Jamal was re-nominated as the 
Chamber’s representative on the East Bengal Railway Advisory Committee after 
completing his two years in 1955.360 In a meeting held on 13 September 1977, the 
Chamber’s representatives on the Panel of Advisers for Private Sector Industries 
constituted by the Planning Commission were chosen. Mr M Anis Ud Dowla and Mr Zeaul 
Huq were selected for two years to represent NCCI in the committee.361

Representations in Educational Institutions: Chamber members were represented in 
various educational and professional institutions of government, semi- government, or 

autonomous bodies. In 1956 and 1957, the Chamber nominated Mr MM Ispahani and Mr 
AA Kahlon to the Court of the University of Dhaka.362 In 1977, the Dean of the Faculty of 
Commerce, University of Dhaka, informed the Chamber that Mr Rashid Ahmed had 
completed his two years tenure and a replacement would be considered on expiry of the 
term.363 This is evidence of the Chamber’s continued representation in the Commerce 
Faculty of the University of Dhaka in that period. 

Representations in Consultative Committees of Ministries: Representations to 
consultative committees of various ministries constitute an important activity of the 
Chamber. Since its NCCI phase (1959-1979), the Chamber has been working with 
numerous ministerial committees. The Ministry of Commerce, Commerce and Foreign 
Trade, Commerce and Industry, Communication and Textile are where the Chamber is 
represented most actively on a regular basis. Mr M Ahad and Mr MH Adamjee represented 
it in an Advisory Council of the Ministry of Commerce in 1963.364 Mr FK Ghuznavi 
represented the Chamber in the Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce and Foreign 
Trade in 1968 and 1975.365 The Chamber was represented in the Advisory Council for 
Ministry of Commerce (Central) by Mr YA Bawany, Mr M Ilahi and Mr Rashid Ahmed in the 
1960s.366 In the MCCI phase, representations in the ministries became even more 
signi�icant. Mr Mostaque Ahmed Siddique and Mr MA Awal represented the Chamber in the 
Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles in 1997 and 1999.367 Consultative 
Committee to the Ministry of Jute & Textiles, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of 
Industries, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of Commerce, Consultative Committee 
to the Ministry of Communications are a few bodies in this phase where Mr Syed Mohsen 
Ali, Mr SH Kabir, Mr Syed Manzur Elahi, Mr Samson H Chowdhury, Mr Mahbub Jamil, Mr MA 
Sattar MP, and Mr MH Khan represented the Chamber and contributed signi�icantly to 
proceedings.368 

Representations in Trade Organizations/Associations: The Chamber became a member 
of the Associated Chamber of Commerce of India (ASSOCHAM) sometime in 1930s and 
continued to be a member till 1947. It received membership in the Associated Chamber of 
Commerce of Pakistan (ASSOCHAP) in 1960s. The Chamber sent representatives to the 
Federation of Chambers of Commerce of the British Empire in 1950,369 to the Federation of 
Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry in 1968,370 and to the Federation of 
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) in 1975.371 The MCCI, Dhaka, is 
still a member of FBCCI and the two organizations have been working together for the 
betterment of trade and commerce in Bangladesh. The Chamber’s members were 
represented in the Pakistan National Committee of International Chamber of Commerce,372 

as well as the Federation of Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan. In addition, the Chamber 
was represented in many other trade organizations and associations. In the 1950s the 

Chamber sent representatives to the Jute Brokers Association373 and the East Bengal Jute 
Dealers Association. The Chamber had representations in export and import-related 
organizations such as the National Export Council, the Export Promotion Council etc. Given 
below is a list of some organizations where the Chamber was represented.

Representations in Financial Institutions: The Chamber has also been represented in 
various �inancial institutions such as stock exchanges, banks and insurance companies. In 
its DNCC phase, Chamber representatives played active roles in the Pakistan Insurance 
Corporation (1951). In the MCCI, Dhaka phase, Mr Samson H Chowdhury (1997) and 

Mahbub Jamil (1999) were actively engaged in working with the Advisory Committee for 
the Securities and Exchange Commission.374 Mr SH Kabir (1978-79), Mr Rashid Ul Hasan 
(1985), and AKM Ghaffar (1990) represented the Chamber in Bangladesh Bank’s 
Co-ordinations Committee.375 

Representations in Commissions and Enquiries: The Chamber’s representations in 
committees of various commissions and enquiries formed by the government have also 
been important in terms of its representational functions. The earliest representations of 
the Chamber on Commissions and Enquiry Committees are Land Reforms Commission 
(1940), Economic Appraisal and Development Enquiry Committee (1952), Commodity 
Price Commission (1952) etc. Other such bodies where the Chamber has been represented 
are listed below: 

Representations in Urbanization and Town Development Bodies: The Chamber has 
nominated its members to different committees constituted for Narayanganj and Dhaka 
Improvement Trust and development bodies. They have played an important role in town 
development. One of the earliest example of representations in such bodies is to be found 
in the workings of the Narayanganj Municipality.376 

Representations in Ports and ICD: The Chamber’s participation and representation in 
committees on Ports and ICD (Internal Container Depot) formed by the government have 
also been very important in terms of its representational functions. The Chamber 
contributed actively to such bodies by nominating members for representation of its 
interests in them. Some of the earliest representations have been in bodies such as the 
Chittagong Port Authority (1959),377 Chalna Anchorage Advisory Committee (1959)378 and 
Chittagong Port Advisory Committee (1984)379. The Chamber has been regularly 
represented in these bodies since then.

Representations in Health Sector: The Chamber had contributed signi�icantly to the 
health sector of the region in general and Bangladesh in particular through its 
representatives in these bodies, councils or committees of the health sector and hospitals. 
In the NCC and DNCC phase, the Chamber nominated two members to the Managing 
Committee of the Victoria Hospital of Narayanganj in 1951.380 In 1952, the DNCC nominated 
Mr EG Stevenson and Mr CEC Guthrie to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the Victoria Hospital 
Committee.381 

Representations in Various Government and Other Committees: Representations of the 
Chamber in government and others non-government and semi-government committees 
have also been very important for it. Some examples of such representations are given 
below: 

The above list clearly indicates the contribution the Chamber has made to the eastern 
part of Bengal as a whole and to Bangladesh in particular. Representations in these sectors 
have facilitated regular dialogue with government, provided scope for advocacy, and 
allowed it to offer feedback on policies and legislation affecting business practices as well 
as to serve on statutory boards and government committees to help formulate policy 
guidelines and set standards that have contributed to the business climate and enhanced 
members’ competitiveness.

4.5 Publications
The Chamber has been publishing journals which are quite distinctive and have been 
well-appreciated at home and abroad. Circulars and bulletins issued at periodic intervals 
are supplied to members by the Chamber free of charge. Providing details of government 
and semi-governments noti�ications; reporting on the impact of legislation; judicial 
decisions in respect of business matters of general interest or signi�icance; publicizing 
trade inquiries and trade and business opportunities; providing information about new 
technologies and opportunities for technology transfer, areas of collaboration, investment 
trends, economic indicators, comparative data and analysis of such data, important events 
within the country and overseas, trade fairs and exhibition of special importance, visiting 
missions and dignitaries; reporting on important activities involving members and other 
similar information have made these publications useful and desirable.

Publications are an essential function of the Chamber and a service it offers to its 
members and the nation. Through its publications, the Chamber attempts to collect and 
disseminate information on business, including export, import, investment and tax 
regulations. The Chamber usually collects government circulars, notices, and statistical 
data from government and other bodies and disseminates information relating to trade, 
commerce and industry among members. It also prepares ‘Position Papers’ on various 
issues and circulates the Chamber’s decisions to its members, the society and the nation. As 
such, its publications have been playing a signi�icant role in the growth and development of 
trade and commerce in the land. The Chamber has various publications and they are 
published regularly. Some publications of the Chamber are Chamber News, Annual Report, 
the Summary of Taxation Rules, Quarterly Review, Tax News, Chamber Bulletin, Telephone 
Directory and the Diamond Jubilee Celebration Volume. In the millennium phase (2000 
onwards), the Chamber entered the digital world and information about it is available on 
the website of MCCI.382 

Research Cell and Preparation of Position Papers: Some major functions of the cell are: 
collecting data on trade and commerce ; maintaining a data-base and evaluating economic 
growth; compiling and analyzing monthly �igures of production in major industries, cost of 
living index, monthly �igures on import and export, and analyzing trends, policy reviews 
and evaluation; examining the budget of the country; preparing the Chamber’s budget 
proposals, and compiling and publishing periodicals. 

The Chamber usually offers its views and ideas on different issues relating to trade, 
investment and macroeconomic policies based on its research counterparts. Research and 
analytical studies are key tools in coming up with information necessary to provide policy 
and advocacy support to the government and to members. MCCI has the capacity to 
conduct qualitative and quantitative research. From time to time, the Chamber conducts 
joint studies and organizes events such as seminars and conferences with government and 
leading research organizations at home and abroad.383 Its regular publications re�lect the 
views and particular position of the Chamber on any number of issues.

For preparing position papers professionally, the research cell of the Chamber makes 
use of the best and most recent data relating to the issue at hand and presents an analysis 
of the relevant data. The analysis provided often indicates how business interests are being 
hurt by existing or proposed regulatory and tax structures and what measures should be 
adopted to relieve the business community in order to promote business development. The 
papers are the basis of the Chamber’s lobbying activities and position on issues 
disseminated through publications in the periodicals of the Chamber.

Regular Publications

Annual Report: The earliest and 
foremost publication of the 
Chamber is its Annual Report. 
This has been in regular 
publication since 1904. Due to 
political turmoil in Bengal 
(1903-08), the First and Second 
World War (1914-19, 1939-45), 
the Great Economic Depression 
(1930s), the Great Bengal 
Famine (1943), Partition of India 
(1947), Natural calamities and 
the War of Independence (1971), 
very few of these reports survive. However, Annual Reports published since 1954 are still 
available. These have become valuable records of the economic development of the region. 

All Reports contain important statistical data covering different aspects of the Country’s 
economic activities, along with other valuable information.

Chamber News is a monthly publication. It 
contains mainly information on recent national 
and international economic events, news about 
Chamber members, country pro�iles, Chamber 
matters, updates on new products, statistical 
overviews of different aspects, articles, news 
briefs on national and international business, 
trade enquiries and business proposals, 
review-related matters etc. Chamber News was 
�irst published in 1977. From 1978, this 
monthly News has been published with the help 
of advertisements provided by member-�irms. 
In the millennium phase, digital technologies 
have been adapted in the make-up and get-up 
process and Chamber News has now got an 
attractive look. This publication has earned 
both national and international reputation as one of the leading economic magazines of the 
region. This in-house magazine is distributed primarily to its members but because of its 
high quality and acceptability, it is also distributed amongst government departments, 

diplomatic missions, Bangladesh missions 
abroad, international economic agencies and 
research institutions at home and abroad. 

Quarterly Review: This is an important 
quarterly publication of the Chamber that 
focuses on the economic situation of 
Bangladesh and highlights performances in 
different macro economic sectors connected 
with trade and industry. It publishes interviews 
of leading entrepreneurs and is aimed at 
building con�idence among businessmen and 
members of the Chamber. The Quarterly Review 
has earned recognition as a quality business 
magazine. 

Bangladesh Economy: The Chamber’s Research Cell prepares a booklet named Bangladesh 
Economy for its members as well as general readers. Every aspect of the Bangladesh 
economy as well as the economic performance of the Country in a �iscal year is covered in 

it. Business growth, agriculture, industry, 
services, investment and saving, monetary 
development, export-import, balance of 
payments, remittance, foreign aid, foreign 
direct investment, foreign exchange reserves, 
the National Budget and new investments are 
some of the topics featured in Bangladesh 
Economy. 

Summary of Taxation Rules: This is a yearly 
publication of the Chamber. It is published 
after the announcement of the Government’s 
Annual Budget. Through the Summary of 
Taxation Rules, the Chamber attempts to 
explain the requirements of the laws in the 
�ield of income tax, customs and excise duties 

and other taxes mentioned in the Budget. 

Telephone Directory: Another yearly publication of the Chamber is Telephone Guide. This 
useful publication of the Chamber compiles 
telephone numbers of important government 
of�icials, diplomatic missions, �inancial 
institutions, trade bodies, stock exchange etc. 
In this Guide, telephone numbers of members 
of the Chamber Committee, Chamber 
Secretariat and Bangladesh Employers 
Federation are included. Important phone 
numbers of semi-government, 
non-government departments and leading 
autonomous organizations are also included 
in this directory. 

Major Economic Indicators of Bangladesh is 
prepared by the Economic Research Cell of 
MCCI. Population and mainly macroeconomic 

aspects, including details of GDP, growth, per capita GDP, agriculture, industry etc. of 
Bangladesh are included in the publication. The major economic indicators of Bangladesh 
are updated annually through this publication.

Occasional Publications
The Diamond Jubilee Publication was brought out in 1979 to commemorate 75 years of the 
Chamber. On that occasion, the Chamber published not only the Annual Report of 1978-79 
as its Diamond Jubilee Year, 1904-1979, but also a particular section separately titled 
Chamber’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration, 1904-1979. in 1987, the Chamber published 
“Industry in Bangladesh” jointly with the Ministry of Industries, Government of 
Bangladesh, and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).384

Contact with the Media
The Metropolitan Chamber maintains close contact with the press and electronic media in 
order to:

•  Disseminate information to the public; 

•  Create public opinion against any changes in government policy which adversely affects 
the interests of the business community;

•  Publicize the activities of the Chamber;
•  Provide instant reaction to a public policy or decision;
•  Provide publicity for any offer of training programs, workshops, seminars and for trade 

delegations; 
•  Circulate news on changes in the chamber e.g. new of�ice bearers; 

• Create public opinion against political activity that disrupts business and commerce.

Initially the Chamber would issue press releases irregularly to articulate its concerns 
on the proposed budget by the government. But from the phase of MCCI, Dhaka (1979-99), 
it started issuing press releases on a regular basis to articulate its concerns not only on the 
proposed budget but also on signi�icant events relating to politics and the economy of the 
country. To create a better socio-political environment, the Chamber urged political parties 
to lower the frequency of hartals and strikes. The Chamber, along with, other leading trade 
bodies of the country, jointly issued press releases to condemn hartals and urged exploring 
alternate means of expressing political differences.

In the Millennium phase, the Chamber continues to issue public statements and press 
releases to articulate its concerns and convey its stand-point to the public on nationally and 
internationally important issues. In this phase, the Chamber has also begun to issue joint 
statements with BGMEA, DCCI, CCCI, FICCI, BTMA, FBCCI and other important trade bodies 
in Bangladesh so that the voice raised by the businessmen is united, powerful and more 
effective than before. Some selected press releases are reproduced from the Annual Reports 
of the Chamber in the Appendices Section. See appendix 22.

4.6 Communication Development
The Chamber operated a courier service from Dhaka to Chittagong and Khulna, from the 
early 1950s. Urgent commercial mail and important documents were collected from 
member-�irms and dispatched by air through this service. The Chamber introduced its 
courier service at the beginning of its DNCC phase.385 Subsequently, the Chamber operated 
its courier service from Dhaka to other parts of the country as well.386 With the advent of 
private courier services, the Chamber discontinued its courier service in 1989. 

The Chamber also offened Telex Service to member-�irms at an earlier period. This 
service helped disseminate urgent messages, like international tenders. It was available for 
member-�irms.387 

During the DNCCI and NCCI phases, the Chamber gave great emphasis on the 
communication sector. It dealt with frequent complaints regarding communication, 
including posts and telegraph, teleprinter services, postal deliveries, communications 
between East and West Pakistan, local telephone charges, railway transport, inland water 
transport and so on.388 For inter-wing shipping communication, the Chamber worked to 
ease problems relating to coastal shipping.389 

For the Teleprinter service, endeavor was made from 1955 onwards for the 
installation of a teleprinter in the Chamber for use of members.390 The Chamber worked 
hard to increase the Trunk Calls circuits between Dacca and Khulna via Kushtia.391 

The Chamber used to assist individual members with telephone service in the 
1960s.392 At that time, the Chamber was greatly concerned about the condition of the 
Dacca-Narayanganj Road. It eventually contributed to the reconstruction of the road.393 

Because of technological developments in communication and other developments, 
the Chamber now does not need to offer these services.

4.7 Annual General Meeting (AGM)
The Chamber organizes its Annual General Meeting (AGM) every December or at another 
convenient time. 

During the pre-liberation period of Bangladesh, the Chief Minister or Governor of East 
Bengal, East Pakistan’s Governor, and sometimes the Governor-General of Pakistan, would 
grace AGMs as the chief guest, which were followed by dinner. During the NCCI phase, 
Chamber’s AGMs were graced by the Governor-General of Pakistan or the Chief Minister of 

East Bengal or the Governor of East Pakistan. In 1953, the Governor General of Pakistan 
Ghulam Muhammed was present as a Chief Guest at the AGM of the Chamber. He accepted 
the invitation to open the new Chamber Building.394 AK Fazlul Haq, Governor of East Bengal, 
addressed the Chamber as the Chief Guest in 1956.394a A large number of dignitaries were 
also invited to be present at the AGM session in this phase. Among them were Mr G David 
(Deputy High Commissioner of UK in East Pakistan) and Mr Goro Tsukamoto (Consul for 
Japan in East Pakistan) who were present in 1956.395 In this phase, Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, HS Suhrawardy, was invited as the Chief Guest but was unable to accept the 
invitation due to other preoccupations.396 

In the �irst part of its NCCI phase, governors of East Pakistan would be regularly 
present at AGMs. Mr Zakir Hossain, the Governor of East Pakistan, addressed the Chamber 
in 1959 and Mr Azam Khan, Governor of East Pakistan in 1960. Mr Abdul Monem Khan 
attended the Chamber AGM on four occasions in the 1960s.397 During this phase 
distinguished guests from Diplomatic Corps, government departments, and trade and 
industry would attend the session. In the Presidential Address the President would talk 
about the overall situation of the country, especially economic challenges that were to be 

overcome. It also covered a wide range of subjects, both national and international. The 
Governor in his address discuss issues raised by the Chamber President.398 

In independent Bangladesh, the Chamber came out of its practice of inviting a Chief 
Guest at the main session of the Annual General Meeting. Instead, the Chief Guest would 
now be invited only to its dinner or luncheon sessions. In 1972, Mr AR Siddiqi, Minister for 
Trade and Commerce, was the �irst such Chief Guest in independent Bangladesh.399 In a 
meeting held in 1974, the Chamber Committee decided that no Chief Guest would 
henceforth be invited to the AGM of the Chamber.400

            THE CHAMBER AND THE NATION

The activities of the Metropolitan Chamber are evidence of its concern not only for the 
interest and well-being of its members, but also for the social and humanitarian causes, 
bene�itting the nation over the decades. Since its inception, the Chamber has stood by the 
people of Bangladesh and has contributed to the establishment of sectors such as 
education, health and environment.

Encouraging members to take part in social and humanitarian services is one of the 
primary objectives of MCCI. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) has always been an 
important focus of the Chamber. In fact, a sub-committee, named ‘Corporate Governance 
and CSR’, has been working actively to this end from 2010. This sub-committee was formed 
to serve the nation in all possible ways and was not con�ined to trade and business-related 
activities. Over the years, the Chamber has rendered many services to the nation by 
contributing �inancially as well as helping otherwise as part of its social and humanitarian 
commitment to the nation. CSR has become an integral part of the Chamber’s mission. 

The Metropolitan Chamber has been playing a leading role primarily to help in the 
economic progress of the country. But, it is aware that such progress depends on taking 
comprehensive and sustainable initiatives elsewhere and these involve making 
contributions to the nation on social and humanitarian fronts. The Chamber has 
contributed immensely to public sectors such as, education and health and has earned a 
solid reputation thereby. It has taken some notable initiatives on environmental issues and 
these are going to be highlighted in this chapter along with the Chamber’s involvement in 
other CSR issues.

5.1 Education Sector
As a part of the benevolent work and social responsibility that it sees as integral to its 
mission, the Metropolitan Chamber has contributed signi�icantly to the education sector of 
the eastern part of Bengal and Bangladesh over the decades. However, because of the 
paucity of sources, the complete picture of Chamber’s philanthropic activities in its NCC 
phase (1904-1950) could not be fully presented. 

It can be inferred though, that the Chamber had some sort of connection to the 
establishment of Narayanganj High School (1885) and Morgan Girls School (1910) in its 
�irst phase. In fact, these two educational institutions were established with the �inancial 
help of some merchants of Narayanganj who were believed to be actively involved in the 
formation of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Narayanganj High School was an 
English medium school. It became a middle school in 1876 and �inally a high school in 1885. 
The school was located on the bank of the Sitalakhya near Netaiganj from 1885 to 1907. 
After 1907, this school received donations from NCC on many occasions and gradually 
became a reputed institution of the area. From 1922 to 1948 the reputation of this 
institution spread far and wide. 

In 1937, when Narayanganj Women’s College was established, local merchants were 
approached for �inancial assistance. Mr RP Saha, the eminent philanthropist and merchant 
of Narayanganj, made a signi�icant contribution to the college. In the 1940s, this college 
became Tolaram Women College. Madanlal Saragi, son of Tolaram Saragi, donated a sum of 
Rs 25 thousand to the College for its development. Tolaram Company was a Marwari �irm 
in Narayanganj and a prominent member of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Not 
only Mr Tolaram, but other merchants of the city associated with NCC, also extended their 
help to the college on various occasions.

5.1.1 Viqarunnisa Noon School: In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon School was established in 
Dhaka by Lady Noon, the wife of Mr Feroj Khan Noon, Governor of East Bengal. The 
Chamber had an important role to play in establishing the school, though economically the 
Chamber was going through a dif�icult time.401 The school began functioning in Bailey Road, 
initially as a preparatory school. In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon appealed to well-to-do people 
including the Chamber of Commerce for �inancial help. Mr AR Faridi, the Chamber 
President at the time, received a letter of appeal for funds of a school which was to be built 
along the lines of an English Public School to accommodate approximately 700 pupils to be 
instructed with the help of well-quali�ied staff. 

In June 1952, the Chamber received a letter from the District Magistrate of Dacca 
mentioning the donation of Rs 10,000 by the Burmah Oil Co. Ltd. towards the school. 
Meanwhile, MM Ispahani and AD Boldy agreed to organize a proper campaign to collect 
funds for the school.402 

In January and February, 1953, the Chamber circulated an appeal to its members and 
collected Rs 28,500. This sum was donated to the school fund.403 The Chamber continued its 
efforts to come up with a substantial donation. Subsequently, Lady Noon corresponded 
once more with the Chamber. Members of the Chamber and af�iliated Associations 
contributed Rs 61,750/- to Viqarun Nisa Girls School.404 In 1953, the Chamber President Mr 
RWN Ferguson was appointed as a member of the Governing Body of the School.405 Later, Mr 
MM Ispahani was also nominated to the Governing Body of the school.

5.1.2 Udayan Bidyalay: Presently known as Udayan Higher Secondary School Dhaka, this 
private higher secondary school was established in 1955 by the University of Dhaka. It is a 
co-educational institution and currently one of the most well-known schools of Dhaka. In a 
Committee meeting held on 27 November, 1973, the Chamber changed its earlier decision 
to make a monthly donation of Tk 250 to the school. Udayan School Authorities had 
requested the Chamber Committee to consider donating a lump sum so that the money 
might be utilized towards the extension of the school building which was needed to meet 
the great rush of students following liberation. The Committee decided that member-�irms 
be requested to contribute at the following rates: Ordinary Member Tk 500 and Associate 
Member Tk 125.406 

The Chamber made further donations to this school afterwards. In a meeting held on 
15 February, 1974, the Chamber Committee noted that it had made a total donation of Tk 
11,500. The Chamber President mentioned in a meeting that the authorities of the Udayan 
School had again approached him to consider giving some more �inancial assistance to help 
them complete the school building. The Committee then decided to donate Tk 10,000 more 
to Udayan School.407 In 1975, the Chamber again donated Tk 10,000 to the institution.408 

5.1.3 The Narayanganj Education Society: The Narayanganj Education Society was 
formed in 1956 under the Society Registration Act, 1860. The aim of the Society was to 
promote quality education among the people of Narayanganj regardless of caste, creed and 
religion. The �irst Executive Committee, consisting of 12 members, included Mr Hanif 
Adamjee of Adamjee Jute Mills Ltd, Mr Ahmad Dada, Mr AKI Abrehani of R Sim & Co. Ltd., 
Mr SL Husain, a banker, Mr JA Hume of Pakbay Co. Ltd., Mr GL Jain, a businessman, Dr AWF 
Rahman, a medical practitioner, Mr AKK Haque of Muslim Commercial Bank Ltd., Mr AG 
Jiwani of Bawa Jute Mills, Mr AK Chatarjee, a legal practitioner and Mr HA Ghani, a 
businessman. Most of them were members of DNCCI. When the Society appealed to the 
Chamber for donations the Chamber forwarded the appeal to its member-�irms so that they 
could contribute.409 

In 1960, the Chamber offered to nonate its Henderson Road land to the Education 
Society for the construction of a school building. However this was not possible due to legal 
complications.410 

5.1.4 Polytechnic Education in East Bengal: In 1953, the East Bengal Government 
appealed to the Chamber for a donation of Rs 7,20,000 for the development of the newly 
established Polytechnic at Tejgaon (Dacca) in East Bengal.411 The Chamber circulated this 
request to its member-�irms. In 1954, Mr A Khalilee, Secretary-Commerce, Labour 
Industries, inquired about the progress of the donation scheme412 and a sub-committee 
recommended a guideline for contributions. In the end, the Chamber managed to collect a 
good amount, which was then handed over to the Project Authority. The fund provided by 
the DNCCI was mainly used for the scholarships of Polytechnic students. In 1955, the 
Chamber received a reminder letter to provide a Stipend Fund for students of the Institute. 
The Chamber provided as many scholarships to the Polytechnic students as it could for 
three more years.413 

5.1.5 Chittagong Public School: In 1953, an appeal to the Chamber was made by Mr MM 
Ispahani to lend support to the construction and running of a public school being set up in 
Chittagong.414 Mr Ispahani, then Director of PIDC, suggested that jute press house owners 
and shippers could each contribute half an anna per bale on all pucca bales handled by 
them. The Chamber agreed in principle to help the Ispahani School but considered giving 
one anna per jute bale too high an amount.415 The Chamber, however, circulated the request 
and in the end a good sum was collected for this purpose.

5.1.6 Institute of Business Administration, University of Dhaka: University of Dhaka, 
with the help of the Ford Foundation, set up the Institute of Business Administration. Dr 
Olescanin, the �irst Adviser of this Institute, invited the Committee members of NCCI and 

they met him under the leadership of Mr YA Bawani, the then President of the Chamber. A 
two year course was started in that year with 35 students. The idea was to provide students 
with an education which would be different from traditional business education. Students 
would now be trained to hold senior positions in business and handle day to day as well 
as long-term �inancial and marketing problems. The Government provided a set up fund 

of Rs 30,000. NCCI took great interest in this project and was of the view that this would go 
a long way towards ful�illing the genuine need for trained senior executives in the province. 
The Chamber assured the Adviser, that it would do everything possible to make the 
Institute a success. After independence, MCCI continued to nominate members to IBA. MR 
Siddiqui (1979-80 and 1986-89), M Anis Ud Dowla (1982) and SH Kabir (1983-85) were 
thus nominated to its Academic Board.416 

5.1.7 Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund: The deed of the 
‘Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund’ was registered in 1979. 
Subsequently, the Fund was approved by the National Board of Revenue and it came into 
existence after the necessary formalities were complted, on 3 July, 1979.417 

5.1.8 Jamiat-Ul-Falah: The Committee considered a request for donation to the 
Jamiat-ul-Falah, a philanthropic organization entrusted with the setting up of an Islamic 
Research Centre, Welfare Complex and a mosque in Chittagong. The Committee considered 
the request and decided that Chamber members should donate generously to the Fund. The 
Chamber approached a number of selected member-�irms and arranged for a substantial 
donation to the Fund.418 

5.1.9 Eighth Pakistan Science Conference: The Chamber received an appeal from the “8th 
Pakistan Science Conference” for a donation to meet the costs of the conference, which was 
to be attended by distinguished scientists from abroad. The Committee considered that this 
was a cause worthy of support and a circular was issued to members recommending that 
they should contribute. In the Committee’s view, a donation of Rs 100 was considered 
reasonable and a recommendation to members was made accordingly.419 In 1968 and 1970, 
the Chamber contributed towards the expenses of the “All Pakistan Science Conference.”420 

The Chamber worked assiduously with schools, colleges, institutes, training 
companies, madrashas and other educational bodies (government and non-government) 
and assisted them in various ways. In January 1965, the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Pakistan (Dacca Region) asked the Chamber to contribute for the 

construction of their building.421 The Chamber agreed to do so and asked its member to 
donate a sum of Rs 100 each to this Institute. Apart from the above mentioned educational 
institutes, the Chamber extended its generous help to set up the Narayanganj HE School 
(1953), Trade Union Workers Training Institute (1955), Dacca Law College (1957), 
University Of�icers Training Corps. (UOTC) (1958), St. Joseph’s School, Dacca (1959), 
Narayanganj Senior Islamia Madrasha (1960), East Regional Laboratory Science High 
School (1968), and Narayanganj English Preparatory School (1968). Donations were made 
to St. Joseph’s School (1959) and Udayan School, Dacca (1957) for construction of their 
buildings and expansion of rooms. The Chamber also came forward to provide �inancial 
help for the East-Pakistan Educational Week and Pakistan History and Museum Conference 
(1953), and for an excursion tour undertaken by Tolaram College students to travel to West 
Pakistan in 1970.422 The Chamber also extended its help to Mr Harun-ur Rashid, a lecturer 
of the University of Chittagong for working on his PhD in Japan in 1977.423 

5.2 Health Sector
As a part of its benevolent work and social responsibility, the Metropolitan Chamber has 
always contributed handsomely to the health sector in this region. The Chamber made a 
noteworthy contribution to Victoria Hospital in Narayanganj in 1950s and Holy Family 
Hospital in Dhaka in the 1950s and 60s. 

5.2.1 Victoria Hospital: Victoria Hospital was the �irst hospital set up in Narayanganj. It 
was established in 1885 by the municipality with �inancial contributions from Harakanta 
Banerjee.424 Subsequently, it was handed over to the municipality. In 1939, the Chamber 
Committee extended its help for development of the Hospital. The Chamber received an 
appeal for donations for the maintenance and upkeep of the institution which was run on 
voluntary subscription.425 The donation made to Victoria Hospital was one of the much 
appreciated initiatives undertaken by the Chamber in the 1950s.426 

The Honorary Secretary of Victoria Hospital requested Narayanganj Chamber to 
provide �inancial help to it in 1950 and the Chamber did so. At the request of the Hospital 
Committee, member-�irms of the Chamber contributed to the Victoria Hospital’s ‘Poor 
Patient Fund’427 for a long time. To increase its assistance, the Chamber made an appeal to 

its member-�irms for voluntary subscriptions. A Women’s organization also approached 
the Chamber for donation to the female ward of Victoria Hospital.428 The Chamber referred 
its appeal to members. In a meeting held on 1 May 1951, the Chamber received a proposal  
from the Sub-Divisional Of�icer, Narayanganj to send a representative to the Hospital 
Committee so that member-�irms could continue their donations to the Hospital. The 
Chamber Committee accepted the offer and pointed out that most member-�irms were 
donating money to the Hospital on a regular basis.429 

In 1952, DNCC nominated Capt. EG Stevenson of Bangla-Assam Steamship Co. Ltd. and 
Mr CEC Guthrie of IGN & RSN Co. Ltd. to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the ‘Victoria Hospital 
Committee’.430 As per records, though Victoria Hospital was under the management of the 
Municipality, the management of this fund was under the disposal of the Hospital 
Committee. In 1956, the Chamber Committee decided that the balance of the fund would be 
donated to Holy Family Hospital on certain terms and conditions. In 1959, the SDO of 
Narayanganj again requested the Chamber to continue contributing to Victoria Hospital.

5.2.2 Dacca Ladies Club Poor Patients Fund: In response to a request from Dacca Ladies 
Club, in 1953, the Chamber contributed Rs 150 from its own fund and requested the 
Pakistan Jute Association to consider donating a similar amount for the Club’s “Poor 
Patients Fund”.431

5.2.3 Holy Family Hospital Scheme: In March 1953, the Chamber President Mr RWN 
Ferguson was approached by the sisters of Holy Family Hospital to contribute to the Holy 
Family Hospital Scheme. In response, the Chamber initiated a scheme for medical 
treatment of Chamber employees based on donations made to Holy Family Hospital.432 In 
order to implement the scheme, an Adhoc Committee was formed consisting of Mr AD 
Boldy and Mr AB Baike of the Chamber. In June 1953, the Chamber issued a circular in 
regard to donation policy and a sub-committee was assigned to draw up recommendations 
on donations and the medical scheme. Mr MM Ispahani, Mr Ferguson and Mr Boldy were 
members of the Sub Committee.433

DNCCI gave donations for the development of Holy Family Hospital in return for 
treatment facilities for Chamber staff. In 1956, the balance of the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ was 
handed over to Holy Family Hospital on condition that a certain number of beds would be 

reserved in the maternity wards for poor patients from Narayanganj who would be 
screened by the Fund managers and sent to Holy Family Hospital for free treatment 
through a Screening Committee.434 However, this idea was ultimately dropped as some 
donors balked at this system and since the government did not approve the transfer of the 
‘Poor Patient’s Fund’ to this hospital. In 1958, the Chamber Secretariat arranged for 
treatment of some of daily patients without prior appointment in the Hospital.435

In 1959, the Hospital Contact Committee of the Chamber consisted of Mrs. Conventry, 
Mr Naser-ud-Deen Khan and Mr Heald, who continued to meet once every month with the 
Holy Family Hospital authorities when matters raised by members of the scheme were 
discussed and reasons for complaints investigated. The Chamber tried to solve all problems 
through regular coordination with the Hospital administration, doctors and patients.436

In 1962, a few member-�irms complained about the services. The Chamber took note 
of the matter and discussed the issue in detail with the Hospital authority.437 In 1965, when 
Holy Family Hospital raised its fees, NCCI agreed to pay according to the revised rate. This 
arrangement with Holy Family Hospital continued till the 1960s.

5.2.4 Dacca Shishu Hospital: After liberation, the Chamber gave donations to the Shisu 
(Children) Hospital Project, Dacca in 1977. In a meeting held on 12 April 1977 with hospital 
authorities the Chamber supported the cause, nathing that Shishu Hospital was a unique 
project and that member-�irms of the Chamber would surely give it spontaneous 
support.438

5.2.5 Others: Apart from these medical schemes, the Chamber extended its support to 
many other health care programs and medical institutions. In the 1950s, for example, the 
Chamber made donations to the “Women’s Small Pox Prevention Committee”. The Chamber  
donated to the program for prevention of Blindness in East Bengal; it also donated to the 
Public Health Day observance events in 1958 and the Malaria Eradication Program. Upon a 
request of Dr Mohammed Ibrahim for construction of the Diabetic Clinic at Segunbagicha, 
NCCI and its member-�irms regularly contributed to the Diabetic Association of Pakistan 
from 1963 to 1965.439 In 1966, the Chamber gave donations to the fund set up for Disabled 
Air Force Personnel, injured during the 1965 war.

Apart from the Chamber making donations to health-related projects, member-�irms 
donated to the Health sector on their own. For instance, Mr MM Ispahani of the Ispahani 
Group established the Ispahani Eye Hospital at Dhaka while Mr RP Saha of Kumudini 
Welfare Trust of Bengal established the biggest private sector hospital in the country in the 
1960s, namely Kumudini Hospital at Mirzapur, Tangail.

5.3 Environment Sector
Presently, the Chamber has been making a signi�icant contribution to the environmental 
sector of Bangladesh. MCCI promoted ‘Environmental Management Program’ with the 
World Bank in 2000; it has taken a part in the campaign launched by the Daily Star for ‘clean 
rivers’ in 2009; and most importantly, it has introduced an Award on the Environment in 
2009.

5.3.1 Environmental Management Program: In response to a proposal from the World 
Bank’s Dhaka of�ice, the Chamber Committee agreed to join its Environmental Management 
Programme for the industrial sector. Under this program, 20 member-organizations of the 
Chamber were selected, whose employees were given training on Environmental 
Management Systems by World Bank experts.440

5.3.2 Discussion on ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’: The chamber is 
concerned about the impact of climate change and is aware that it is a critical issue for 
many countries, including Bangladesh. It thus organized a discussion meeting on 25 August 
2010 entitled ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’ where some members took part 
and exchanged views on the issue. Dr Aynun Nishat, Vice-Chancellor of BRAC University, 
and an eminent environmentalist, apprised members of the latest developments on the 
issue.441

5.3.3 Environmental Initiatives to Prevent Water Pollution: The Chamber associated 
itself with the campaign launched by Daily Star for clean rivers (Buriganga, Sitalakhya, and 
Turag) as part of its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). The committee noted that 
nearly 7500 industrial units have been polluting the three rivers around Dhaka city by 

discharging toxic waste, mainly, textile dyes, printing and washing chemicals and ef�luent 
waste of tanneries. The Committee felt, that MCCI’s association with the campaign would 
make the business community more sensitive to the issue of environmental degradation 
and induce business enterprises to introduce ef�luent treatment measures. Accordingly, a 
delegation from the Chamber called on the editor of the Daily Star on June 06, 2009, to 
articulate the chamber’s desire to support the campaign to mitigate the consequences of 
polluted river water.442 The editor and publisher of Daily Star Mr Mahfuz Anam expressed 
gratitude for MCCI’s support in favour of the campaign launched by Daily Star for clear 
rivers. The committee also recognized the need for sending invitations to other leading 
trade bodies to join with MCCI in expressing the business community’s solidarity with the 
campaign for clean rivers.443

As part its drive to support the Daily Star’s Clean Rivers Campaign, the Chamber 
organized a meeting with the heads of some major trade bodies and associations at the 
Chamber Building on 15 July 2009 to discuss the issue of environment pollution, 
particularly the pollution of the three rivers encircling Dhaka City and the role and 
responsibilities of the business community in this matter. As a follow up to the solidarity 
expressed for the clean rivers campaign, the Committee decided to invite Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, MP, Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Environment for the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee of the Ministry of Forest and Environment.444

5.3.4 Introducing Award on Environment: The Chamber continued its support towards 
environment protection and the clean river campaign initiated by the Daily Star in 2009. 
The Chamber Committee decided to grant three awards; two to deserving journalists in the 
print and electronic media for outstanding investigative reporting on the clear river 
campaign and one to an enterprise for having taken a commendable program on setting up 
an effective ef�luent treatment plant (ETP). A 5-member committee was set up for selecting 
deserving candidates.445 The award comprised a cash grant of Tk 1 lac;  on annual 
subscription to international magazines, reports and publications on environmental issues 
for a value of up to Tk 50 thousands to deserving journalists and conductors of TV 
programs, and a certi�icate with a crest to the deserving enterprise. The �irst Award 
Selection Committee was headed by Dr Akbar Ali Khan, former Adviser to the Caretaker 

Government. After a vigorous selection process, it selected Mr Pinaki Roy of the Daily Star 
as the best investigative journalist, Mr SM Babu of ATN Bangla as the best investigative 
conductor of TV program on environmental pollution, and Echotex Limited as the best 
enterprise for exemplary initiative undertaken for ef�luent treatment in 2009.446 The Award 
Selection Committee invited nominations of newspaper reports, TV programs, TV feature 
�ilms and commendable initiatives for different treatment and control of ef�luent discharge 
through newspaper advertisements and by issuing letters to TV channels, press clubs, 
editors of newspapers, trade bodies and associations and entrepreneurs. The �irst award 
giving ceremony was held on 2 June, 2010. As per the announcement made by MCCI, Mr 
Pinaki Roy and Mr SM Babu received Taka one lac each, annual subscriptions of 
international magazines, reports and publications up to Taka �ifty thousand, and an MCCI 
plaque. Echotex Limited also received an MCCI plaque as a special award.447

5.3.5 Roundtable on Environment and River Pollution: The Chamber organised a 
roundtable discussion among members of the business community, civil society, media, and 
policy makers at the Chamber’s Conference Hall on 26 July, 2009. Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, Hon’ble Member of the Parliament and Chairman of the Environment 
Sub-Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Environment and Forests, 
was present in the session as the Chief Guest. Other members of Parliament, presidents and 
chairmen of leading trade bodies, the editor of the Daily Star, members of the business 
community, media professionals and past presidents of the Chamber were present and 
took part in the discussion that focused on the respective roles and responsibilities of the 
business community and the government in mitigating environmental challenges. The 
Chamber expressed its commitment to spontaneously support any national program on 
environmental issues, particularly for saving rivers based on the historic 11-point directive 
of the High Court issued on 25 June, 2009. The role of the media, particularly, that of Daily 
Star, was praised, for developing public awareness on the environment. The Honourable 
members of Parliament present commended the role of the Chamber, and thanked it for 
organizing such an event.448

Holy Family Red Crescent Hospital, Dhaka
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Bengal Chamber of Commerce (BCC) situated in Kolkata. In addition to the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce, the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce also sent representatives to 
government bodies through their nominations to boards, committees and councils. 

In the second phase (1950-52), the Chamber continued to have representation in 
government and non-government bodies, advisory committees and councils. The Chamber 
representation to Employers Association (MM Ispahani, 1951),325 East Bengal Board of 
Industries (JWE Berry, 1952),326 Foreign Trade Development Council (A Jalil, 1951),327 Jute 
Brokers Association (1951),328 and Narayanganj Municipality (1952)329 are some examples.

The DNCCI Phase (1952-59) saw the Chamber make nearly 35 representations to 
various committees or organizations.330 In this phase, most importantly, the Chamber 
offered representations in educational institutions as well as government and non- 
government bodies and committees such as the Board of Governors, Viqarunnissa Noon 
School (MM Ispahani, 1956, 1957),331 Court of the University of Dhaka (MM Ispahani, 1956, 
AA Kahlon, 1957),332 and the Government College of Commerce, Chittagong (MM Ispahani, 
1953).333 

In the NCCI Phase (1959-79), the Chamber was represented in 90 committees or 
organizations of government, semi- government and autonomous institutions.334 From this 
number, it can be easily seen how the Chamber became the biggest representative trade 
organization of the country. From this phase onwards its representational function 
became an integral part of the Chamber’s work. Along with public ones, the Chamber got 
involved in numerous bodies, councils and committees of non- government and 
autonomous institutions. Some new and noteworthy representations in this phase were in 
the Central Advisory Council for the Ministry of Commerce (YA Bawany, 1965, M Ilahi & 
Rashid Ahmed, 1969, M Ilahi, 1968),335 Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce & 

Foreign Trade (FK Ghuznavi, 1968, 1975),336 Dacca-Narayanganj Electricity Advisory 
Committee (M Ilahi, 1963, 1969),337 Import Advisory Committee of the Chief Controller of 
Imports & Exports (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),338 Management Board for Abandoned 
Properties for Dacca City and Adjoining Areas (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),339 Narayanganj 
Town Development Committee (MA Sattar, 1977),340 Bangladesh Industrial Facilities Board 
(ASF Rahman, 1979),341 and the District Committee for Organizing Cottage and Small 
Industries (Mohsen Ali, 1977, ASF Rahman, 1979).342

In 1979, the Chamber was renamed the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Dhaka (MCCI, Dhaka). The MCCI phase is divided into two parts. In the �irst part 
of this phase (1979-1999), the Chamber continued to help build up a strong economic 
base for the country and was represented in important public bodies as well as 
autonomous committees and organizations. At least 65 such representations were made343 

by the Chamber and it worked successfully to give suggestions and offer its views in these 
bodies, committees and organizations. Some selected important examples of 
representations of this phase are as follows: Advisory Committee to the Commissioners of 
Taxes (K Kamrul Hoda, 1979; KA Huque, 1985, 1990, 1997, 1999),344 Advisory Committee 
for Securities and Exchange Commission (Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),345 Bangladesh Bank’s Co-ordinations Committee (SH Kabir, 1979; Rashid-ul Hasan, 
1985; AKM Ghaffar, 1990),346 Consultative Committee for the National Board of Revenue 
(MR Siddqi, 1985; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1990; Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),347 Training & Employment of Advisory Committee of Dacca Polytechnic Institute 
(FK Ghuznavi, 1978-79),348 Institute of Business Administration, Dhaka University (M Anis 
Ud Dowla, 1982; SH Kabir, MR Siddiqi, 1978-79),349 Inter-Ministerial Committee on Labour 

(FK Ghuznavi, 1979, 1985; Laila Rahman Kabir, 1997, 1999),350 and National Consultative 
Committee on Power (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1979; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1985; SA Azim, 1990; 
Azimur Rahman, 1997).351

In the new millennium the Chamber’s representational functions have become even 
more important than in earlier years. It now has more representations in public bodies, 
advisory committees, advisory boards and advisory councils; consultative committees of 
various ministries; trade organizations; �inancial institutions; various commissions and 
enquiries; urbanization and town development bodies; ports and ICD; the health sector; 
educational and other institutions. Some selected important representations of this current 
phase have been as follows: Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles (MA Awal, 
2002, Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2008, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2008, 2013),352 Advisory 
Committee for Securities and Exchange Commission (Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2002, 2004, 
2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Nihad Kabir, 2013),353 Consultative Committee to the Ministry 
of Commerce (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2004, Latifur rahman, 2008, 
Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),354 Jute & Textile Council of the 
Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (AK Shamsuddin, 2002, Kamran T Rahman, 
2008, 2010),355 National Committee on Exports (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),356 
National Council for Industrial Development, NCID (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013) .357

As was mentioned earlier, almost all leading industrial organizations in the private 
and public sectors are at present members of the Chamber and Chamber representatives 
have been playing signi�icant roles in decision and policy-making in almost all public and 
private bodies, committees and councils of Bangladesh. In serving business responsibly in 
its 110 years history, the Metropolitan Chamber has given representations to over a 
hundred government, non-government, semi-government and autonomous committees 
and organizations. 

Representations in Public Bodies: The Chamber’s representations to public advisory 
committees, advisory boards and advisory councils have been regular features in the 
post-partition phase of the Chamber’s existence. Chamber members have been nominated 

to such bodies regularly and have worked there conscientiously. For example, its 
representations to the East Bengal Board of Industries and the East Bengal Labour 
Advisory Board continued till the middle of the 1950s. In addition, the Chamber also had 
representations in the Narayanganj Municipality; Associated Chamber of Commerce of 
Pakistan; Pakistan Tea Board and Pakistan Tea Licensing Committee. In 1953, two of the 
Chamber representatives were nominated for the Regional Employment Advisory 
Committee for East Bengal. In the same year the then President of the Chamber, Mr A Jalil, 
became a member of the Executive Committee of the Governor’s Refugee Relief Fund.358 In 
the Pakistan Tea Board, the former Chamber President Mr MM Ispahani was active for a 
couple of years as a member of the Tea Board.359 Mr DS Jamal was re-nominated as the 
Chamber’s representative on the East Bengal Railway Advisory Committee after 
completing his two years in 1955.360 In a meeting held on 13 September 1977, the 
Chamber’s representatives on the Panel of Advisers for Private Sector Industries 
constituted by the Planning Commission were chosen. Mr M Anis Ud Dowla and Mr Zeaul 
Huq were selected for two years to represent NCCI in the committee.361

Representations in Educational Institutions: Chamber members were represented in 
various educational and professional institutions of government, semi- government, or 

autonomous bodies. In 1956 and 1957, the Chamber nominated Mr MM Ispahani and Mr 
AA Kahlon to the Court of the University of Dhaka.362 In 1977, the Dean of the Faculty of 
Commerce, University of Dhaka, informed the Chamber that Mr Rashid Ahmed had 
completed his two years tenure and a replacement would be considered on expiry of the 
term.363 This is evidence of the Chamber’s continued representation in the Commerce 
Faculty of the University of Dhaka in that period. 

Representations in Consultative Committees of Ministries: Representations to 
consultative committees of various ministries constitute an important activity of the 
Chamber. Since its NCCI phase (1959-1979), the Chamber has been working with 
numerous ministerial committees. The Ministry of Commerce, Commerce and Foreign 
Trade, Commerce and Industry, Communication and Textile are where the Chamber is 
represented most actively on a regular basis. Mr M Ahad and Mr MH Adamjee represented 
it in an Advisory Council of the Ministry of Commerce in 1963.364 Mr FK Ghuznavi 
represented the Chamber in the Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce and Foreign 
Trade in 1968 and 1975.365 The Chamber was represented in the Advisory Council for 
Ministry of Commerce (Central) by Mr YA Bawany, Mr M Ilahi and Mr Rashid Ahmed in the 
1960s.366 In the MCCI phase, representations in the ministries became even more 
signi�icant. Mr Mostaque Ahmed Siddique and Mr MA Awal represented the Chamber in the 
Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles in 1997 and 1999.367 Consultative 
Committee to the Ministry of Jute & Textiles, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of 
Industries, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of Commerce, Consultative Committee 
to the Ministry of Communications are a few bodies in this phase where Mr Syed Mohsen 
Ali, Mr SH Kabir, Mr Syed Manzur Elahi, Mr Samson H Chowdhury, Mr Mahbub Jamil, Mr MA 
Sattar MP, and Mr MH Khan represented the Chamber and contributed signi�icantly to 
proceedings.368 

Representations in Trade Organizations/Associations: The Chamber became a member 
of the Associated Chamber of Commerce of India (ASSOCHAM) sometime in 1930s and 
continued to be a member till 1947. It received membership in the Associated Chamber of 
Commerce of Pakistan (ASSOCHAP) in 1960s. The Chamber sent representatives to the 
Federation of Chambers of Commerce of the British Empire in 1950,369 to the Federation of 
Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry in 1968,370 and to the Federation of 
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) in 1975.371 The MCCI, Dhaka, is 
still a member of FBCCI and the two organizations have been working together for the 
betterment of trade and commerce in Bangladesh. The Chamber’s members were 
represented in the Pakistan National Committee of International Chamber of Commerce,372 

as well as the Federation of Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan. In addition, the Chamber 
was represented in many other trade organizations and associations. In the 1950s the 

Chamber sent representatives to the Jute Brokers Association373 and the East Bengal Jute 
Dealers Association. The Chamber had representations in export and import-related 
organizations such as the National Export Council, the Export Promotion Council etc. Given 
below is a list of some organizations where the Chamber was represented.

Representations in Financial Institutions: The Chamber has also been represented in 
various �inancial institutions such as stock exchanges, banks and insurance companies. In 
its DNCC phase, Chamber representatives played active roles in the Pakistan Insurance 
Corporation (1951). In the MCCI, Dhaka phase, Mr Samson H Chowdhury (1997) and 

Mahbub Jamil (1999) were actively engaged in working with the Advisory Committee for 
the Securities and Exchange Commission.374 Mr SH Kabir (1978-79), Mr Rashid Ul Hasan 
(1985), and AKM Ghaffar (1990) represented the Chamber in Bangladesh Bank’s 
Co-ordinations Committee.375 

Representations in Commissions and Enquiries: The Chamber’s representations in 
committees of various commissions and enquiries formed by the government have also 
been important in terms of its representational functions. The earliest representations of 
the Chamber on Commissions and Enquiry Committees are Land Reforms Commission 
(1940), Economic Appraisal and Development Enquiry Committee (1952), Commodity 
Price Commission (1952) etc. Other such bodies where the Chamber has been represented 
are listed below: 

Representations in Urbanization and Town Development Bodies: The Chamber has 
nominated its members to different committees constituted for Narayanganj and Dhaka 
Improvement Trust and development bodies. They have played an important role in town 
development. One of the earliest example of representations in such bodies is to be found 
in the workings of the Narayanganj Municipality.376 

Representations in Ports and ICD: The Chamber’s participation and representation in 
committees on Ports and ICD (Internal Container Depot) formed by the government have 
also been very important in terms of its representational functions. The Chamber 
contributed actively to such bodies by nominating members for representation of its 
interests in them. Some of the earliest representations have been in bodies such as the 
Chittagong Port Authority (1959),377 Chalna Anchorage Advisory Committee (1959)378 and 
Chittagong Port Advisory Committee (1984)379. The Chamber has been regularly 
represented in these bodies since then.

Representations in Health Sector: The Chamber had contributed signi�icantly to the 
health sector of the region in general and Bangladesh in particular through its 
representatives in these bodies, councils or committees of the health sector and hospitals. 
In the NCC and DNCC phase, the Chamber nominated two members to the Managing 
Committee of the Victoria Hospital of Narayanganj in 1951.380 In 1952, the DNCC nominated 
Mr EG Stevenson and Mr CEC Guthrie to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the Victoria Hospital 
Committee.381 

Representations in Various Government and Other Committees: Representations of the 
Chamber in government and others non-government and semi-government committees 
have also been very important for it. Some examples of such representations are given 
below: 

The above list clearly indicates the contribution the Chamber has made to the eastern 
part of Bengal as a whole and to Bangladesh in particular. Representations in these sectors 
have facilitated regular dialogue with government, provided scope for advocacy, and 
allowed it to offer feedback on policies and legislation affecting business practices as well 
as to serve on statutory boards and government committees to help formulate policy 
guidelines and set standards that have contributed to the business climate and enhanced 
members’ competitiveness.

4.5 Publications
The Chamber has been publishing journals which are quite distinctive and have been 
well-appreciated at home and abroad. Circulars and bulletins issued at periodic intervals 
are supplied to members by the Chamber free of charge. Providing details of government 
and semi-governments noti�ications; reporting on the impact of legislation; judicial 
decisions in respect of business matters of general interest or signi�icance; publicizing 
trade inquiries and trade and business opportunities; providing information about new 
technologies and opportunities for technology transfer, areas of collaboration, investment 
trends, economic indicators, comparative data and analysis of such data, important events 
within the country and overseas, trade fairs and exhibition of special importance, visiting 
missions and dignitaries; reporting on important activities involving members and other 
similar information have made these publications useful and desirable.

Publications are an essential function of the Chamber and a service it offers to its 
members and the nation. Through its publications, the Chamber attempts to collect and 
disseminate information on business, including export, import, investment and tax 
regulations. The Chamber usually collects government circulars, notices, and statistical 
data from government and other bodies and disseminates information relating to trade, 
commerce and industry among members. It also prepares ‘Position Papers’ on various 
issues and circulates the Chamber’s decisions to its members, the society and the nation. As 
such, its publications have been playing a signi�icant role in the growth and development of 
trade and commerce in the land. The Chamber has various publications and they are 
published regularly. Some publications of the Chamber are Chamber News, Annual Report, 
the Summary of Taxation Rules, Quarterly Review, Tax News, Chamber Bulletin, Telephone 
Directory and the Diamond Jubilee Celebration Volume. In the millennium phase (2000 
onwards), the Chamber entered the digital world and information about it is available on 
the website of MCCI.382 

Research Cell and Preparation of Position Papers: Some major functions of the cell are: 
collecting data on trade and commerce ; maintaining a data-base and evaluating economic 
growth; compiling and analyzing monthly �igures of production in major industries, cost of 
living index, monthly �igures on import and export, and analyzing trends, policy reviews 
and evaluation; examining the budget of the country; preparing the Chamber’s budget 
proposals, and compiling and publishing periodicals. 

The Chamber usually offers its views and ideas on different issues relating to trade, 
investment and macroeconomic policies based on its research counterparts. Research and 
analytical studies are key tools in coming up with information necessary to provide policy 
and advocacy support to the government and to members. MCCI has the capacity to 
conduct qualitative and quantitative research. From time to time, the Chamber conducts 
joint studies and organizes events such as seminars and conferences with government and 
leading research organizations at home and abroad.383 Its regular publications re�lect the 
views and particular position of the Chamber on any number of issues.

For preparing position papers professionally, the research cell of the Chamber makes 
use of the best and most recent data relating to the issue at hand and presents an analysis 
of the relevant data. The analysis provided often indicates how business interests are being 
hurt by existing or proposed regulatory and tax structures and what measures should be 
adopted to relieve the business community in order to promote business development. The 
papers are the basis of the Chamber’s lobbying activities and position on issues 
disseminated through publications in the periodicals of the Chamber.

Regular Publications

Annual Report: The earliest and 
foremost publication of the 
Chamber is its Annual Report. 
This has been in regular 
publication since 1904. Due to 
political turmoil in Bengal 
(1903-08), the First and Second 
World War (1914-19, 1939-45), 
the Great Economic Depression 
(1930s), the Great Bengal 
Famine (1943), Partition of India 
(1947), Natural calamities and 
the War of Independence (1971), 
very few of these reports survive. However, Annual Reports published since 1954 are still 
available. These have become valuable records of the economic development of the region. 

All Reports contain important statistical data covering different aspects of the Country’s 
economic activities, along with other valuable information.

Chamber News is a monthly publication. It 
contains mainly information on recent national 
and international economic events, news about 
Chamber members, country pro�iles, Chamber 
matters, updates on new products, statistical 
overviews of different aspects, articles, news 
briefs on national and international business, 
trade enquiries and business proposals, 
review-related matters etc. Chamber News was 
�irst published in 1977. From 1978, this 
monthly News has been published with the help 
of advertisements provided by member-�irms. 
In the millennium phase, digital technologies 
have been adapted in the make-up and get-up 
process and Chamber News has now got an 
attractive look. This publication has earned 
both national and international reputation as one of the leading economic magazines of the 
region. This in-house magazine is distributed primarily to its members but because of its 
high quality and acceptability, it is also distributed amongst government departments, 

diplomatic missions, Bangladesh missions 
abroad, international economic agencies and 
research institutions at home and abroad. 

Quarterly Review: This is an important 
quarterly publication of the Chamber that 
focuses on the economic situation of 
Bangladesh and highlights performances in 
different macro economic sectors connected 
with trade and industry. It publishes interviews 
of leading entrepreneurs and is aimed at 
building con�idence among businessmen and 
members of the Chamber. The Quarterly Review 
has earned recognition as a quality business 
magazine. 

Bangladesh Economy: The Chamber’s Research Cell prepares a booklet named Bangladesh 
Economy for its members as well as general readers. Every aspect of the Bangladesh 
economy as well as the economic performance of the Country in a �iscal year is covered in 

it. Business growth, agriculture, industry, 
services, investment and saving, monetary 
development, export-import, balance of 
payments, remittance, foreign aid, foreign 
direct investment, foreign exchange reserves, 
the National Budget and new investments are 
some of the topics featured in Bangladesh 
Economy. 

Summary of Taxation Rules: This is a yearly 
publication of the Chamber. It is published 
after the announcement of the Government’s 
Annual Budget. Through the Summary of 
Taxation Rules, the Chamber attempts to 
explain the requirements of the laws in the 
�ield of income tax, customs and excise duties 

and other taxes mentioned in the Budget. 

Telephone Directory: Another yearly publication of the Chamber is Telephone Guide. This 
useful publication of the Chamber compiles 
telephone numbers of important government 
of�icials, diplomatic missions, �inancial 
institutions, trade bodies, stock exchange etc. 
In this Guide, telephone numbers of members 
of the Chamber Committee, Chamber 
Secretariat and Bangladesh Employers 
Federation are included. Important phone 
numbers of semi-government, 
non-government departments and leading 
autonomous organizations are also included 
in this directory. 

Major Economic Indicators of Bangladesh is 
prepared by the Economic Research Cell of 
MCCI. Population and mainly macroeconomic 

aspects, including details of GDP, growth, per capita GDP, agriculture, industry etc. of 
Bangladesh are included in the publication. The major economic indicators of Bangladesh 
are updated annually through this publication.

Occasional Publications
The Diamond Jubilee Publication was brought out in 1979 to commemorate 75 years of the 
Chamber. On that occasion, the Chamber published not only the Annual Report of 1978-79 
as its Diamond Jubilee Year, 1904-1979, but also a particular section separately titled 
Chamber’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration, 1904-1979. in 1987, the Chamber published 
“Industry in Bangladesh” jointly with the Ministry of Industries, Government of 
Bangladesh, and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).384

Contact with the Media
The Metropolitan Chamber maintains close contact with the press and electronic media in 
order to:

•  Disseminate information to the public; 

•  Create public opinion against any changes in government policy which adversely affects 
the interests of the business community;

•  Publicize the activities of the Chamber;
•  Provide instant reaction to a public policy or decision;
•  Provide publicity for any offer of training programs, workshops, seminars and for trade 

delegations; 
•  Circulate news on changes in the chamber e.g. new of�ice bearers; 

• Create public opinion against political activity that disrupts business and commerce.

Initially the Chamber would issue press releases irregularly to articulate its concerns 
on the proposed budget by the government. But from the phase of MCCI, Dhaka (1979-99), 
it started issuing press releases on a regular basis to articulate its concerns not only on the 
proposed budget but also on signi�icant events relating to politics and the economy of the 
country. To create a better socio-political environment, the Chamber urged political parties 
to lower the frequency of hartals and strikes. The Chamber, along with, other leading trade 
bodies of the country, jointly issued press releases to condemn hartals and urged exploring 
alternate means of expressing political differences.

In the Millennium phase, the Chamber continues to issue public statements and press 
releases to articulate its concerns and convey its stand-point to the public on nationally and 
internationally important issues. In this phase, the Chamber has also begun to issue joint 
statements with BGMEA, DCCI, CCCI, FICCI, BTMA, FBCCI and other important trade bodies 
in Bangladesh so that the voice raised by the businessmen is united, powerful and more 
effective than before. Some selected press releases are reproduced from the Annual Reports 
of the Chamber in the Appendices Section. See appendix 22.

4.6 Communication Development
The Chamber operated a courier service from Dhaka to Chittagong and Khulna, from the 
early 1950s. Urgent commercial mail and important documents were collected from 
member-�irms and dispatched by air through this service. The Chamber introduced its 
courier service at the beginning of its DNCC phase.385 Subsequently, the Chamber operated 
its courier service from Dhaka to other parts of the country as well.386 With the advent of 
private courier services, the Chamber discontinued its courier service in 1989. 

The Chamber also offened Telex Service to member-�irms at an earlier period. This 
service helped disseminate urgent messages, like international tenders. It was available for 
member-�irms.387 

During the DNCCI and NCCI phases, the Chamber gave great emphasis on the 
communication sector. It dealt with frequent complaints regarding communication, 
including posts and telegraph, teleprinter services, postal deliveries, communications 
between East and West Pakistan, local telephone charges, railway transport, inland water 
transport and so on.388 For inter-wing shipping communication, the Chamber worked to 
ease problems relating to coastal shipping.389 

For the Teleprinter service, endeavor was made from 1955 onwards for the 
installation of a teleprinter in the Chamber for use of members.390 The Chamber worked 
hard to increase the Trunk Calls circuits between Dacca and Khulna via Kushtia.391 

The Chamber used to assist individual members with telephone service in the 
1960s.392 At that time, the Chamber was greatly concerned about the condition of the 
Dacca-Narayanganj Road. It eventually contributed to the reconstruction of the road.393 

Because of technological developments in communication and other developments, 
the Chamber now does not need to offer these services.

4.7 Annual General Meeting (AGM)
The Chamber organizes its Annual General Meeting (AGM) every December or at another 
convenient time. 

During the pre-liberation period of Bangladesh, the Chief Minister or Governor of East 
Bengal, East Pakistan’s Governor, and sometimes the Governor-General of Pakistan, would 
grace AGMs as the chief guest, which were followed by dinner. During the NCCI phase, 
Chamber’s AGMs were graced by the Governor-General of Pakistan or the Chief Minister of 

East Bengal or the Governor of East Pakistan. In 1953, the Governor General of Pakistan 
Ghulam Muhammed was present as a Chief Guest at the AGM of the Chamber. He accepted 
the invitation to open the new Chamber Building.394 AK Fazlul Haq, Governor of East Bengal, 
addressed the Chamber as the Chief Guest in 1956.394a A large number of dignitaries were 
also invited to be present at the AGM session in this phase. Among them were Mr G David 
(Deputy High Commissioner of UK in East Pakistan) and Mr Goro Tsukamoto (Consul for 
Japan in East Pakistan) who were present in 1956.395 In this phase, Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, HS Suhrawardy, was invited as the Chief Guest but was unable to accept the 
invitation due to other preoccupations.396 

In the �irst part of its NCCI phase, governors of East Pakistan would be regularly 
present at AGMs. Mr Zakir Hossain, the Governor of East Pakistan, addressed the Chamber 
in 1959 and Mr Azam Khan, Governor of East Pakistan in 1960. Mr Abdul Monem Khan 
attended the Chamber AGM on four occasions in the 1960s.397 During this phase 
distinguished guests from Diplomatic Corps, government departments, and trade and 
industry would attend the session. In the Presidential Address the President would talk 
about the overall situation of the country, especially economic challenges that were to be 

overcome. It also covered a wide range of subjects, both national and international. The 
Governor in his address discuss issues raised by the Chamber President.398 

In independent Bangladesh, the Chamber came out of its practice of inviting a Chief 
Guest at the main session of the Annual General Meeting. Instead, the Chief Guest would 
now be invited only to its dinner or luncheon sessions. In 1972, Mr AR Siddiqi, Minister for 
Trade and Commerce, was the �irst such Chief Guest in independent Bangladesh.399 In a 
meeting held in 1974, the Chamber Committee decided that no Chief Guest would 
henceforth be invited to the AGM of the Chamber.400

            THE CHAMBER AND THE NATION

The activities of the Metropolitan Chamber are evidence of its concern not only for the 
interest and well-being of its members, but also for the social and humanitarian causes, 
bene�itting the nation over the decades. Since its inception, the Chamber has stood by the 
people of Bangladesh and has contributed to the establishment of sectors such as 
education, health and environment.

Encouraging members to take part in social and humanitarian services is one of the 
primary objectives of MCCI. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) has always been an 
important focus of the Chamber. In fact, a sub-committee, named ‘Corporate Governance 
and CSR’, has been working actively to this end from 2010. This sub-committee was formed 
to serve the nation in all possible ways and was not con�ined to trade and business-related 
activities. Over the years, the Chamber has rendered many services to the nation by 
contributing �inancially as well as helping otherwise as part of its social and humanitarian 
commitment to the nation. CSR has become an integral part of the Chamber’s mission. 

The Metropolitan Chamber has been playing a leading role primarily to help in the 
economic progress of the country. But, it is aware that such progress depends on taking 
comprehensive and sustainable initiatives elsewhere and these involve making 
contributions to the nation on social and humanitarian fronts. The Chamber has 
contributed immensely to public sectors such as, education and health and has earned a 
solid reputation thereby. It has taken some notable initiatives on environmental issues and 
these are going to be highlighted in this chapter along with the Chamber’s involvement in 
other CSR issues.

5.1 Education Sector
As a part of the benevolent work and social responsibility that it sees as integral to its 
mission, the Metropolitan Chamber has contributed signi�icantly to the education sector of 
the eastern part of Bengal and Bangladesh over the decades. However, because of the 
paucity of sources, the complete picture of Chamber’s philanthropic activities in its NCC 
phase (1904-1950) could not be fully presented. 

It can be inferred though, that the Chamber had some sort of connection to the 
establishment of Narayanganj High School (1885) and Morgan Girls School (1910) in its 
�irst phase. In fact, these two educational institutions were established with the �inancial 
help of some merchants of Narayanganj who were believed to be actively involved in the 
formation of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Narayanganj High School was an 
English medium school. It became a middle school in 1876 and �inally a high school in 1885. 
The school was located on the bank of the Sitalakhya near Netaiganj from 1885 to 1907. 
After 1907, this school received donations from NCC on many occasions and gradually 
became a reputed institution of the area. From 1922 to 1948 the reputation of this 
institution spread far and wide. 

In 1937, when Narayanganj Women’s College was established, local merchants were 
approached for �inancial assistance. Mr RP Saha, the eminent philanthropist and merchant 
of Narayanganj, made a signi�icant contribution to the college. In the 1940s, this college 
became Tolaram Women College. Madanlal Saragi, son of Tolaram Saragi, donated a sum of 
Rs 25 thousand to the College for its development. Tolaram Company was a Marwari �irm 
in Narayanganj and a prominent member of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Not 
only Mr Tolaram, but other merchants of the city associated with NCC, also extended their 
help to the college on various occasions.

5.1.1 Viqarunnisa Noon School: In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon School was established in 
Dhaka by Lady Noon, the wife of Mr Feroj Khan Noon, Governor of East Bengal. The 
Chamber had an important role to play in establishing the school, though economically the 
Chamber was going through a dif�icult time.401 The school began functioning in Bailey Road, 
initially as a preparatory school. In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon appealed to well-to-do people 
including the Chamber of Commerce for �inancial help. Mr AR Faridi, the Chamber 
President at the time, received a letter of appeal for funds of a school which was to be built 
along the lines of an English Public School to accommodate approximately 700 pupils to be 
instructed with the help of well-quali�ied staff. 

In June 1952, the Chamber received a letter from the District Magistrate of Dacca 
mentioning the donation of Rs 10,000 by the Burmah Oil Co. Ltd. towards the school. 
Meanwhile, MM Ispahani and AD Boldy agreed to organize a proper campaign to collect 
funds for the school.402 

In January and February, 1953, the Chamber circulated an appeal to its members and 
collected Rs 28,500. This sum was donated to the school fund.403 The Chamber continued its 
efforts to come up with a substantial donation. Subsequently, Lady Noon corresponded 
once more with the Chamber. Members of the Chamber and af�iliated Associations 
contributed Rs 61,750/- to Viqarun Nisa Girls School.404 In 1953, the Chamber President Mr 
RWN Ferguson was appointed as a member of the Governing Body of the School.405 Later, Mr 
MM Ispahani was also nominated to the Governing Body of the school.

5.1.2 Udayan Bidyalay: Presently known as Udayan Higher Secondary School Dhaka, this 
private higher secondary school was established in 1955 by the University of Dhaka. It is a 
co-educational institution and currently one of the most well-known schools of Dhaka. In a 
Committee meeting held on 27 November, 1973, the Chamber changed its earlier decision 
to make a monthly donation of Tk 250 to the school. Udayan School Authorities had 
requested the Chamber Committee to consider donating a lump sum so that the money 
might be utilized towards the extension of the school building which was needed to meet 
the great rush of students following liberation. The Committee decided that member-�irms 
be requested to contribute at the following rates: Ordinary Member Tk 500 and Associate 
Member Tk 125.406 

The Chamber made further donations to this school afterwards. In a meeting held on 
15 February, 1974, the Chamber Committee noted that it had made a total donation of Tk 
11,500. The Chamber President mentioned in a meeting that the authorities of the Udayan 
School had again approached him to consider giving some more �inancial assistance to help 
them complete the school building. The Committee then decided to donate Tk 10,000 more 
to Udayan School.407 In 1975, the Chamber again donated Tk 10,000 to the institution.408 

5.1.3 The Narayanganj Education Society: The Narayanganj Education Society was 
formed in 1956 under the Society Registration Act, 1860. The aim of the Society was to 
promote quality education among the people of Narayanganj regardless of caste, creed and 
religion. The �irst Executive Committee, consisting of 12 members, included Mr Hanif 
Adamjee of Adamjee Jute Mills Ltd, Mr Ahmad Dada, Mr AKI Abrehani of R Sim & Co. Ltd., 
Mr SL Husain, a banker, Mr JA Hume of Pakbay Co. Ltd., Mr GL Jain, a businessman, Dr AWF 
Rahman, a medical practitioner, Mr AKK Haque of Muslim Commercial Bank Ltd., Mr AG 
Jiwani of Bawa Jute Mills, Mr AK Chatarjee, a legal practitioner and Mr HA Ghani, a 
businessman. Most of them were members of DNCCI. When the Society appealed to the 
Chamber for donations the Chamber forwarded the appeal to its member-�irms so that they 
could contribute.409 

In 1960, the Chamber offered to nonate its Henderson Road land to the Education 
Society for the construction of a school building. However this was not possible due to legal 
complications.410 

5.1.4 Polytechnic Education in East Bengal: In 1953, the East Bengal Government 
appealed to the Chamber for a donation of Rs 7,20,000 for the development of the newly 
established Polytechnic at Tejgaon (Dacca) in East Bengal.411 The Chamber circulated this 
request to its member-�irms. In 1954, Mr A Khalilee, Secretary-Commerce, Labour 
Industries, inquired about the progress of the donation scheme412 and a sub-committee 
recommended a guideline for contributions. In the end, the Chamber managed to collect a 
good amount, which was then handed over to the Project Authority. The fund provided by 
the DNCCI was mainly used for the scholarships of Polytechnic students. In 1955, the 
Chamber received a reminder letter to provide a Stipend Fund for students of the Institute. 
The Chamber provided as many scholarships to the Polytechnic students as it could for 
three more years.413 

5.1.5 Chittagong Public School: In 1953, an appeal to the Chamber was made by Mr MM 
Ispahani to lend support to the construction and running of a public school being set up in 
Chittagong.414 Mr Ispahani, then Director of PIDC, suggested that jute press house owners 
and shippers could each contribute half an anna per bale on all pucca bales handled by 
them. The Chamber agreed in principle to help the Ispahani School but considered giving 
one anna per jute bale too high an amount.415 The Chamber, however, circulated the request 
and in the end a good sum was collected for this purpose.

5.1.6 Institute of Business Administration, University of Dhaka: University of Dhaka, 
with the help of the Ford Foundation, set up the Institute of Business Administration. Dr 
Olescanin, the �irst Adviser of this Institute, invited the Committee members of NCCI and 

they met him under the leadership of Mr YA Bawani, the then President of the Chamber. A 
two year course was started in that year with 35 students. The idea was to provide students 
with an education which would be different from traditional business education. Students 
would now be trained to hold senior positions in business and handle day to day as well 
as long-term �inancial and marketing problems. The Government provided a set up fund 

of Rs 30,000. NCCI took great interest in this project and was of the view that this would go 
a long way towards ful�illing the genuine need for trained senior executives in the province. 
The Chamber assured the Adviser, that it would do everything possible to make the 
Institute a success. After independence, MCCI continued to nominate members to IBA. MR 
Siddiqui (1979-80 and 1986-89), M Anis Ud Dowla (1982) and SH Kabir (1983-85) were 
thus nominated to its Academic Board.416 

5.1.7 Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund: The deed of the 
‘Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund’ was registered in 1979. 
Subsequently, the Fund was approved by the National Board of Revenue and it came into 
existence after the necessary formalities were complted, on 3 July, 1979.417 

5.1.8 Jamiat-Ul-Falah: The Committee considered a request for donation to the 
Jamiat-ul-Falah, a philanthropic organization entrusted with the setting up of an Islamic 
Research Centre, Welfare Complex and a mosque in Chittagong. The Committee considered 
the request and decided that Chamber members should donate generously to the Fund. The 
Chamber approached a number of selected member-�irms and arranged for a substantial 
donation to the Fund.418 

5.1.9 Eighth Pakistan Science Conference: The Chamber received an appeal from the “8th 
Pakistan Science Conference” for a donation to meet the costs of the conference, which was 
to be attended by distinguished scientists from abroad. The Committee considered that this 
was a cause worthy of support and a circular was issued to members recommending that 
they should contribute. In the Committee’s view, a donation of Rs 100 was considered 
reasonable and a recommendation to members was made accordingly.419 In 1968 and 1970, 
the Chamber contributed towards the expenses of the “All Pakistan Science Conference.”420 

The Chamber worked assiduously with schools, colleges, institutes, training 
companies, madrashas and other educational bodies (government and non-government) 
and assisted them in various ways. In January 1965, the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Pakistan (Dacca Region) asked the Chamber to contribute for the 

construction of their building.421 The Chamber agreed to do so and asked its member to 
donate a sum of Rs 100 each to this Institute. Apart from the above mentioned educational 
institutes, the Chamber extended its generous help to set up the Narayanganj HE School 
(1953), Trade Union Workers Training Institute (1955), Dacca Law College (1957), 
University Of�icers Training Corps. (UOTC) (1958), St. Joseph’s School, Dacca (1959), 
Narayanganj Senior Islamia Madrasha (1960), East Regional Laboratory Science High 
School (1968), and Narayanganj English Preparatory School (1968). Donations were made 
to St. Joseph’s School (1959) and Udayan School, Dacca (1957) for construction of their 
buildings and expansion of rooms. The Chamber also came forward to provide �inancial 
help for the East-Pakistan Educational Week and Pakistan History and Museum Conference 
(1953), and for an excursion tour undertaken by Tolaram College students to travel to West 
Pakistan in 1970.422 The Chamber also extended its help to Mr Harun-ur Rashid, a lecturer 
of the University of Chittagong for working on his PhD in Japan in 1977.423 

5.2 Health Sector
As a part of its benevolent work and social responsibility, the Metropolitan Chamber has 
always contributed handsomely to the health sector in this region. The Chamber made a 
noteworthy contribution to Victoria Hospital in Narayanganj in 1950s and Holy Family 
Hospital in Dhaka in the 1950s and 60s. 

5.2.1 Victoria Hospital: Victoria Hospital was the �irst hospital set up in Narayanganj. It 
was established in 1885 by the municipality with �inancial contributions from Harakanta 
Banerjee.424 Subsequently, it was handed over to the municipality. In 1939, the Chamber 
Committee extended its help for development of the Hospital. The Chamber received an 
appeal for donations for the maintenance and upkeep of the institution which was run on 
voluntary subscription.425 The donation made to Victoria Hospital was one of the much 
appreciated initiatives undertaken by the Chamber in the 1950s.426 

The Honorary Secretary of Victoria Hospital requested Narayanganj Chamber to 
provide �inancial help to it in 1950 and the Chamber did so. At the request of the Hospital 
Committee, member-�irms of the Chamber contributed to the Victoria Hospital’s ‘Poor 
Patient Fund’427 for a long time. To increase its assistance, the Chamber made an appeal to 

its member-�irms for voluntary subscriptions. A Women’s organization also approached 
the Chamber for donation to the female ward of Victoria Hospital.428 The Chamber referred 
its appeal to members. In a meeting held on 1 May 1951, the Chamber received a proposal  
from the Sub-Divisional Of�icer, Narayanganj to send a representative to the Hospital 
Committee so that member-�irms could continue their donations to the Hospital. The 
Chamber Committee accepted the offer and pointed out that most member-�irms were 
donating money to the Hospital on a regular basis.429 

In 1952, DNCC nominated Capt. EG Stevenson of Bangla-Assam Steamship Co. Ltd. and 
Mr CEC Guthrie of IGN & RSN Co. Ltd. to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the ‘Victoria Hospital 
Committee’.430 As per records, though Victoria Hospital was under the management of the 
Municipality, the management of this fund was under the disposal of the Hospital 
Committee. In 1956, the Chamber Committee decided that the balance of the fund would be 
donated to Holy Family Hospital on certain terms and conditions. In 1959, the SDO of 
Narayanganj again requested the Chamber to continue contributing to Victoria Hospital.

5.2.2 Dacca Ladies Club Poor Patients Fund: In response to a request from Dacca Ladies 
Club, in 1953, the Chamber contributed Rs 150 from its own fund and requested the 
Pakistan Jute Association to consider donating a similar amount for the Club’s “Poor 
Patients Fund”.431

5.2.3 Holy Family Hospital Scheme: In March 1953, the Chamber President Mr RWN 
Ferguson was approached by the sisters of Holy Family Hospital to contribute to the Holy 
Family Hospital Scheme. In response, the Chamber initiated a scheme for medical 
treatment of Chamber employees based on donations made to Holy Family Hospital.432 In 
order to implement the scheme, an Adhoc Committee was formed consisting of Mr AD 
Boldy and Mr AB Baike of the Chamber. In June 1953, the Chamber issued a circular in 
regard to donation policy and a sub-committee was assigned to draw up recommendations 
on donations and the medical scheme. Mr MM Ispahani, Mr Ferguson and Mr Boldy were 
members of the Sub Committee.433

DNCCI gave donations for the development of Holy Family Hospital in return for 
treatment facilities for Chamber staff. In 1956, the balance of the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ was 
handed over to Holy Family Hospital on condition that a certain number of beds would be 

reserved in the maternity wards for poor patients from Narayanganj who would be 
screened by the Fund managers and sent to Holy Family Hospital for free treatment 
through a Screening Committee.434 However, this idea was ultimately dropped as some 
donors balked at this system and since the government did not approve the transfer of the 
‘Poor Patient’s Fund’ to this hospital. In 1958, the Chamber Secretariat arranged for 
treatment of some of daily patients without prior appointment in the Hospital.435

In 1959, the Hospital Contact Committee of the Chamber consisted of Mrs. Conventry, 
Mr Naser-ud-Deen Khan and Mr Heald, who continued to meet once every month with the 
Holy Family Hospital authorities when matters raised by members of the scheme were 
discussed and reasons for complaints investigated. The Chamber tried to solve all problems 
through regular coordination with the Hospital administration, doctors and patients.436

In 1962, a few member-�irms complained about the services. The Chamber took note 
of the matter and discussed the issue in detail with the Hospital authority.437 In 1965, when 
Holy Family Hospital raised its fees, NCCI agreed to pay according to the revised rate. This 
arrangement with Holy Family Hospital continued till the 1960s.

5.2.4 Dacca Shishu Hospital: After liberation, the Chamber gave donations to the Shisu 
(Children) Hospital Project, Dacca in 1977. In a meeting held on 12 April 1977 with hospital 
authorities the Chamber supported the cause, nathing that Shishu Hospital was a unique 
project and that member-�irms of the Chamber would surely give it spontaneous 
support.438

5.2.5 Others: Apart from these medical schemes, the Chamber extended its support to 
many other health care programs and medical institutions. In the 1950s, for example, the 
Chamber made donations to the “Women’s Small Pox Prevention Committee”. The Chamber  
donated to the program for prevention of Blindness in East Bengal; it also donated to the 
Public Health Day observance events in 1958 and the Malaria Eradication Program. Upon a 
request of Dr Mohammed Ibrahim for construction of the Diabetic Clinic at Segunbagicha, 
NCCI and its member-�irms regularly contributed to the Diabetic Association of Pakistan 
from 1963 to 1965.439 In 1966, the Chamber gave donations to the fund set up for Disabled 
Air Force Personnel, injured during the 1965 war.

Apart from the Chamber making donations to health-related projects, member-�irms 
donated to the Health sector on their own. For instance, Mr MM Ispahani of the Ispahani 
Group established the Ispahani Eye Hospital at Dhaka while Mr RP Saha of Kumudini 
Welfare Trust of Bengal established the biggest private sector hospital in the country in the 
1960s, namely Kumudini Hospital at Mirzapur, Tangail.

5.3 Environment Sector
Presently, the Chamber has been making a signi�icant contribution to the environmental 
sector of Bangladesh. MCCI promoted ‘Environmental Management Program’ with the 
World Bank in 2000; it has taken a part in the campaign launched by the Daily Star for ‘clean 
rivers’ in 2009; and most importantly, it has introduced an Award on the Environment in 
2009.

5.3.1 Environmental Management Program: In response to a proposal from the World 
Bank’s Dhaka of�ice, the Chamber Committee agreed to join its Environmental Management 
Programme for the industrial sector. Under this program, 20 member-organizations of the 
Chamber were selected, whose employees were given training on Environmental 
Management Systems by World Bank experts.440

5.3.2 Discussion on ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’: The chamber is 
concerned about the impact of climate change and is aware that it is a critical issue for 
many countries, including Bangladesh. It thus organized a discussion meeting on 25 August 
2010 entitled ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’ where some members took part 
and exchanged views on the issue. Dr Aynun Nishat, Vice-Chancellor of BRAC University, 
and an eminent environmentalist, apprised members of the latest developments on the 
issue.441

5.3.3 Environmental Initiatives to Prevent Water Pollution: The Chamber associated 
itself with the campaign launched by Daily Star for clean rivers (Buriganga, Sitalakhya, and 
Turag) as part of its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). The committee noted that 
nearly 7500 industrial units have been polluting the three rivers around Dhaka city by 

discharging toxic waste, mainly, textile dyes, printing and washing chemicals and ef�luent 
waste of tanneries. The Committee felt, that MCCI’s association with the campaign would 
make the business community more sensitive to the issue of environmental degradation 
and induce business enterprises to introduce ef�luent treatment measures. Accordingly, a 
delegation from the Chamber called on the editor of the Daily Star on June 06, 2009, to 
articulate the chamber’s desire to support the campaign to mitigate the consequences of 
polluted river water.442 The editor and publisher of Daily Star Mr Mahfuz Anam expressed 
gratitude for MCCI’s support in favour of the campaign launched by Daily Star for clear 
rivers. The committee also recognized the need for sending invitations to other leading 
trade bodies to join with MCCI in expressing the business community’s solidarity with the 
campaign for clean rivers.443

As part its drive to support the Daily Star’s Clean Rivers Campaign, the Chamber 
organized a meeting with the heads of some major trade bodies and associations at the 
Chamber Building on 15 July 2009 to discuss the issue of environment pollution, 
particularly the pollution of the three rivers encircling Dhaka City and the role and 
responsibilities of the business community in this matter. As a follow up to the solidarity 
expressed for the clean rivers campaign, the Committee decided to invite Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, MP, Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Environment for the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee of the Ministry of Forest and Environment.444

5.3.4 Introducing Award on Environment: The Chamber continued its support towards 
environment protection and the clean river campaign initiated by the Daily Star in 2009. 
The Chamber Committee decided to grant three awards; two to deserving journalists in the 
print and electronic media for outstanding investigative reporting on the clear river 
campaign and one to an enterprise for having taken a commendable program on setting up 
an effective ef�luent treatment plant (ETP). A 5-member committee was set up for selecting 
deserving candidates.445 The award comprised a cash grant of Tk 1 lac;  on annual 
subscription to international magazines, reports and publications on environmental issues 
for a value of up to Tk 50 thousands to deserving journalists and conductors of TV 
programs, and a certi�icate with a crest to the deserving enterprise. The �irst Award 
Selection Committee was headed by Dr Akbar Ali Khan, former Adviser to the Caretaker 

Government. After a vigorous selection process, it selected Mr Pinaki Roy of the Daily Star 
as the best investigative journalist, Mr SM Babu of ATN Bangla as the best investigative 
conductor of TV program on environmental pollution, and Echotex Limited as the best 
enterprise for exemplary initiative undertaken for ef�luent treatment in 2009.446 The Award 
Selection Committee invited nominations of newspaper reports, TV programs, TV feature 
�ilms and commendable initiatives for different treatment and control of ef�luent discharge 
through newspaper advertisements and by issuing letters to TV channels, press clubs, 
editors of newspapers, trade bodies and associations and entrepreneurs. The �irst award 
giving ceremony was held on 2 June, 2010. As per the announcement made by MCCI, Mr 
Pinaki Roy and Mr SM Babu received Taka one lac each, annual subscriptions of 
international magazines, reports and publications up to Taka �ifty thousand, and an MCCI 
plaque. Echotex Limited also received an MCCI plaque as a special award.447

5.3.5 Roundtable on Environment and River Pollution: The Chamber organised a 
roundtable discussion among members of the business community, civil society, media, and 
policy makers at the Chamber’s Conference Hall on 26 July, 2009. Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, Hon’ble Member of the Parliament and Chairman of the Environment 
Sub-Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Environment and Forests, 
was present in the session as the Chief Guest. Other members of Parliament, presidents and 
chairmen of leading trade bodies, the editor of the Daily Star, members of the business 
community, media professionals and past presidents of the Chamber were present and 
took part in the discussion that focused on the respective roles and responsibilities of the 
business community and the government in mitigating environmental challenges. The 
Chamber expressed its commitment to spontaneously support any national program on 
environmental issues, particularly for saving rivers based on the historic 11-point directive 
of the High Court issued on 25 June, 2009. The role of the media, particularly, that of Daily 
Star, was praised, for developing public awareness on the environment. The Honourable 
members of Parliament present commended the role of the Chamber, and thanked it for 
organizing such an event.448

438 Minutes of the NCCI, 1977, 12 April, p. 1395.
439 Annual Report of the NCCI, 1965, p. 30; Annual Report of the NCCI, 1968, p. 10.
440 Annual Report of the MCCI: Dhaka, 2000, p. 25.
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Bengal Chamber of Commerce (BCC) situated in Kolkata. In addition to the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce, the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce also sent representatives to 
government bodies through their nominations to boards, committees and councils. 

In the second phase (1950-52), the Chamber continued to have representation in 
government and non-government bodies, advisory committees and councils. The Chamber 
representation to Employers Association (MM Ispahani, 1951),325 East Bengal Board of 
Industries (JWE Berry, 1952),326 Foreign Trade Development Council (A Jalil, 1951),327 Jute 
Brokers Association (1951),328 and Narayanganj Municipality (1952)329 are some examples.

The DNCCI Phase (1952-59) saw the Chamber make nearly 35 representations to 
various committees or organizations.330 In this phase, most importantly, the Chamber 
offered representations in educational institutions as well as government and non- 
government bodies and committees such as the Board of Governors, Viqarunnissa Noon 
School (MM Ispahani, 1956, 1957),331 Court of the University of Dhaka (MM Ispahani, 1956, 
AA Kahlon, 1957),332 and the Government College of Commerce, Chittagong (MM Ispahani, 
1953).333 

In the NCCI Phase (1959-79), the Chamber was represented in 90 committees or 
organizations of government, semi- government and autonomous institutions.334 From this 
number, it can be easily seen how the Chamber became the biggest representative trade 
organization of the country. From this phase onwards its representational function 
became an integral part of the Chamber’s work. Along with public ones, the Chamber got 
involved in numerous bodies, councils and committees of non- government and 
autonomous institutions. Some new and noteworthy representations in this phase were in 
the Central Advisory Council for the Ministry of Commerce (YA Bawany, 1965, M Ilahi & 
Rashid Ahmed, 1969, M Ilahi, 1968),335 Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce & 

Foreign Trade (FK Ghuznavi, 1968, 1975),336 Dacca-Narayanganj Electricity Advisory 
Committee (M Ilahi, 1963, 1969),337 Import Advisory Committee of the Chief Controller of 
Imports & Exports (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),338 Management Board for Abandoned 
Properties for Dacca City and Adjoining Areas (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),339 Narayanganj 
Town Development Committee (MA Sattar, 1977),340 Bangladesh Industrial Facilities Board 
(ASF Rahman, 1979),341 and the District Committee for Organizing Cottage and Small 
Industries (Mohsen Ali, 1977, ASF Rahman, 1979).342

In 1979, the Chamber was renamed the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Dhaka (MCCI, Dhaka). The MCCI phase is divided into two parts. In the �irst part 
of this phase (1979-1999), the Chamber continued to help build up a strong economic 
base for the country and was represented in important public bodies as well as 
autonomous committees and organizations. At least 65 such representations were made343 

by the Chamber and it worked successfully to give suggestions and offer its views in these 
bodies, committees and organizations. Some selected important examples of 
representations of this phase are as follows: Advisory Committee to the Commissioners of 
Taxes (K Kamrul Hoda, 1979; KA Huque, 1985, 1990, 1997, 1999),344 Advisory Committee 
for Securities and Exchange Commission (Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),345 Bangladesh Bank’s Co-ordinations Committee (SH Kabir, 1979; Rashid-ul Hasan, 
1985; AKM Ghaffar, 1990),346 Consultative Committee for the National Board of Revenue 
(MR Siddqi, 1985; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1990; Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),347 Training & Employment of Advisory Committee of Dacca Polytechnic Institute 
(FK Ghuznavi, 1978-79),348 Institute of Business Administration, Dhaka University (M Anis 
Ud Dowla, 1982; SH Kabir, MR Siddiqi, 1978-79),349 Inter-Ministerial Committee on Labour 

(FK Ghuznavi, 1979, 1985; Laila Rahman Kabir, 1997, 1999),350 and National Consultative 
Committee on Power (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1979; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1985; SA Azim, 1990; 
Azimur Rahman, 1997).351

In the new millennium the Chamber’s representational functions have become even 
more important than in earlier years. It now has more representations in public bodies, 
advisory committees, advisory boards and advisory councils; consultative committees of 
various ministries; trade organizations; �inancial institutions; various commissions and 
enquiries; urbanization and town development bodies; ports and ICD; the health sector; 
educational and other institutions. Some selected important representations of this current 
phase have been as follows: Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles (MA Awal, 
2002, Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2008, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2008, 2013),352 Advisory 
Committee for Securities and Exchange Commission (Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2002, 2004, 
2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Nihad Kabir, 2013),353 Consultative Committee to the Ministry 
of Commerce (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2004, Latifur rahman, 2008, 
Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),354 Jute & Textile Council of the 
Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (AK Shamsuddin, 2002, Kamran T Rahman, 
2008, 2010),355 National Committee on Exports (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),356 
National Council for Industrial Development, NCID (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013) .357

As was mentioned earlier, almost all leading industrial organizations in the private 
and public sectors are at present members of the Chamber and Chamber representatives 
have been playing signi�icant roles in decision and policy-making in almost all public and 
private bodies, committees and councils of Bangladesh. In serving business responsibly in 
its 110 years history, the Metropolitan Chamber has given representations to over a 
hundred government, non-government, semi-government and autonomous committees 
and organizations. 

Representations in Public Bodies: The Chamber’s representations to public advisory 
committees, advisory boards and advisory councils have been regular features in the 
post-partition phase of the Chamber’s existence. Chamber members have been nominated 

to such bodies regularly and have worked there conscientiously. For example, its 
representations to the East Bengal Board of Industries and the East Bengal Labour 
Advisory Board continued till the middle of the 1950s. In addition, the Chamber also had 
representations in the Narayanganj Municipality; Associated Chamber of Commerce of 
Pakistan; Pakistan Tea Board and Pakistan Tea Licensing Committee. In 1953, two of the 
Chamber representatives were nominated for the Regional Employment Advisory 
Committee for East Bengal. In the same year the then President of the Chamber, Mr A Jalil, 
became a member of the Executive Committee of the Governor’s Refugee Relief Fund.358 In 
the Pakistan Tea Board, the former Chamber President Mr MM Ispahani was active for a 
couple of years as a member of the Tea Board.359 Mr DS Jamal was re-nominated as the 
Chamber’s representative on the East Bengal Railway Advisory Committee after 
completing his two years in 1955.360 In a meeting held on 13 September 1977, the 
Chamber’s representatives on the Panel of Advisers for Private Sector Industries 
constituted by the Planning Commission were chosen. Mr M Anis Ud Dowla and Mr Zeaul 
Huq were selected for two years to represent NCCI in the committee.361

Representations in Educational Institutions: Chamber members were represented in 
various educational and professional institutions of government, semi- government, or 

autonomous bodies. In 1956 and 1957, the Chamber nominated Mr MM Ispahani and Mr 
AA Kahlon to the Court of the University of Dhaka.362 In 1977, the Dean of the Faculty of 
Commerce, University of Dhaka, informed the Chamber that Mr Rashid Ahmed had 
completed his two years tenure and a replacement would be considered on expiry of the 
term.363 This is evidence of the Chamber’s continued representation in the Commerce 
Faculty of the University of Dhaka in that period. 

Representations in Consultative Committees of Ministries: Representations to 
consultative committees of various ministries constitute an important activity of the 
Chamber. Since its NCCI phase (1959-1979), the Chamber has been working with 
numerous ministerial committees. The Ministry of Commerce, Commerce and Foreign 
Trade, Commerce and Industry, Communication and Textile are where the Chamber is 
represented most actively on a regular basis. Mr M Ahad and Mr MH Adamjee represented 
it in an Advisory Council of the Ministry of Commerce in 1963.364 Mr FK Ghuznavi 
represented the Chamber in the Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce and Foreign 
Trade in 1968 and 1975.365 The Chamber was represented in the Advisory Council for 
Ministry of Commerce (Central) by Mr YA Bawany, Mr M Ilahi and Mr Rashid Ahmed in the 
1960s.366 In the MCCI phase, representations in the ministries became even more 
signi�icant. Mr Mostaque Ahmed Siddique and Mr MA Awal represented the Chamber in the 
Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles in 1997 and 1999.367 Consultative 
Committee to the Ministry of Jute & Textiles, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of 
Industries, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of Commerce, Consultative Committee 
to the Ministry of Communications are a few bodies in this phase where Mr Syed Mohsen 
Ali, Mr SH Kabir, Mr Syed Manzur Elahi, Mr Samson H Chowdhury, Mr Mahbub Jamil, Mr MA 
Sattar MP, and Mr MH Khan represented the Chamber and contributed signi�icantly to 
proceedings.368 

Representations in Trade Organizations/Associations: The Chamber became a member 
of the Associated Chamber of Commerce of India (ASSOCHAM) sometime in 1930s and 
continued to be a member till 1947. It received membership in the Associated Chamber of 
Commerce of Pakistan (ASSOCHAP) in 1960s. The Chamber sent representatives to the 
Federation of Chambers of Commerce of the British Empire in 1950,369 to the Federation of 
Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry in 1968,370 and to the Federation of 
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) in 1975.371 The MCCI, Dhaka, is 
still a member of FBCCI and the two organizations have been working together for the 
betterment of trade and commerce in Bangladesh. The Chamber’s members were 
represented in the Pakistan National Committee of International Chamber of Commerce,372 

as well as the Federation of Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan. In addition, the Chamber 
was represented in many other trade organizations and associations. In the 1950s the 

Chamber sent representatives to the Jute Brokers Association373 and the East Bengal Jute 
Dealers Association. The Chamber had representations in export and import-related 
organizations such as the National Export Council, the Export Promotion Council etc. Given 
below is a list of some organizations where the Chamber was represented.

Representations in Financial Institutions: The Chamber has also been represented in 
various �inancial institutions such as stock exchanges, banks and insurance companies. In 
its DNCC phase, Chamber representatives played active roles in the Pakistan Insurance 
Corporation (1951). In the MCCI, Dhaka phase, Mr Samson H Chowdhury (1997) and 

Mahbub Jamil (1999) were actively engaged in working with the Advisory Committee for 
the Securities and Exchange Commission.374 Mr SH Kabir (1978-79), Mr Rashid Ul Hasan 
(1985), and AKM Ghaffar (1990) represented the Chamber in Bangladesh Bank’s 
Co-ordinations Committee.375 

Representations in Commissions and Enquiries: The Chamber’s representations in 
committees of various commissions and enquiries formed by the government have also 
been important in terms of its representational functions. The earliest representations of 
the Chamber on Commissions and Enquiry Committees are Land Reforms Commission 
(1940), Economic Appraisal and Development Enquiry Committee (1952), Commodity 
Price Commission (1952) etc. Other such bodies where the Chamber has been represented 
are listed below: 

Representations in Urbanization and Town Development Bodies: The Chamber has 
nominated its members to different committees constituted for Narayanganj and Dhaka 
Improvement Trust and development bodies. They have played an important role in town 
development. One of the earliest example of representations in such bodies is to be found 
in the workings of the Narayanganj Municipality.376 

Representations in Ports and ICD: The Chamber’s participation and representation in 
committees on Ports and ICD (Internal Container Depot) formed by the government have 
also been very important in terms of its representational functions. The Chamber 
contributed actively to such bodies by nominating members for representation of its 
interests in them. Some of the earliest representations have been in bodies such as the 
Chittagong Port Authority (1959),377 Chalna Anchorage Advisory Committee (1959)378 and 
Chittagong Port Advisory Committee (1984)379. The Chamber has been regularly 
represented in these bodies since then.

Representations in Health Sector: The Chamber had contributed signi�icantly to the 
health sector of the region in general and Bangladesh in particular through its 
representatives in these bodies, councils or committees of the health sector and hospitals. 
In the NCC and DNCC phase, the Chamber nominated two members to the Managing 
Committee of the Victoria Hospital of Narayanganj in 1951.380 In 1952, the DNCC nominated 
Mr EG Stevenson and Mr CEC Guthrie to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the Victoria Hospital 
Committee.381 

Representations in Various Government and Other Committees: Representations of the 
Chamber in government and others non-government and semi-government committees 
have also been very important for it. Some examples of such representations are given 
below: 

The above list clearly indicates the contribution the Chamber has made to the eastern 
part of Bengal as a whole and to Bangladesh in particular. Representations in these sectors 
have facilitated regular dialogue with government, provided scope for advocacy, and 
allowed it to offer feedback on policies and legislation affecting business practices as well 
as to serve on statutory boards and government committees to help formulate policy 
guidelines and set standards that have contributed to the business climate and enhanced 
members’ competitiveness.

4.5 Publications
The Chamber has been publishing journals which are quite distinctive and have been 
well-appreciated at home and abroad. Circulars and bulletins issued at periodic intervals 
are supplied to members by the Chamber free of charge. Providing details of government 
and semi-governments noti�ications; reporting on the impact of legislation; judicial 
decisions in respect of business matters of general interest or signi�icance; publicizing 
trade inquiries and trade and business opportunities; providing information about new 
technologies and opportunities for technology transfer, areas of collaboration, investment 
trends, economic indicators, comparative data and analysis of such data, important events 
within the country and overseas, trade fairs and exhibition of special importance, visiting 
missions and dignitaries; reporting on important activities involving members and other 
similar information have made these publications useful and desirable.

Publications are an essential function of the Chamber and a service it offers to its 
members and the nation. Through its publications, the Chamber attempts to collect and 
disseminate information on business, including export, import, investment and tax 
regulations. The Chamber usually collects government circulars, notices, and statistical 
data from government and other bodies and disseminates information relating to trade, 
commerce and industry among members. It also prepares ‘Position Papers’ on various 
issues and circulates the Chamber’s decisions to its members, the society and the nation. As 
such, its publications have been playing a signi�icant role in the growth and development of 
trade and commerce in the land. The Chamber has various publications and they are 
published regularly. Some publications of the Chamber are Chamber News, Annual Report, 
the Summary of Taxation Rules, Quarterly Review, Tax News, Chamber Bulletin, Telephone 
Directory and the Diamond Jubilee Celebration Volume. In the millennium phase (2000 
onwards), the Chamber entered the digital world and information about it is available on 
the website of MCCI.382 

Research Cell and Preparation of Position Papers: Some major functions of the cell are: 
collecting data on trade and commerce ; maintaining a data-base and evaluating economic 
growth; compiling and analyzing monthly �igures of production in major industries, cost of 
living index, monthly �igures on import and export, and analyzing trends, policy reviews 
and evaluation; examining the budget of the country; preparing the Chamber’s budget 
proposals, and compiling and publishing periodicals. 

The Chamber usually offers its views and ideas on different issues relating to trade, 
investment and macroeconomic policies based on its research counterparts. Research and 
analytical studies are key tools in coming up with information necessary to provide policy 
and advocacy support to the government and to members. MCCI has the capacity to 
conduct qualitative and quantitative research. From time to time, the Chamber conducts 
joint studies and organizes events such as seminars and conferences with government and 
leading research organizations at home and abroad.383 Its regular publications re�lect the 
views and particular position of the Chamber on any number of issues.

For preparing position papers professionally, the research cell of the Chamber makes 
use of the best and most recent data relating to the issue at hand and presents an analysis 
of the relevant data. The analysis provided often indicates how business interests are being 
hurt by existing or proposed regulatory and tax structures and what measures should be 
adopted to relieve the business community in order to promote business development. The 
papers are the basis of the Chamber’s lobbying activities and position on issues 
disseminated through publications in the periodicals of the Chamber.

Regular Publications

Annual Report: The earliest and 
foremost publication of the 
Chamber is its Annual Report. 
This has been in regular 
publication since 1904. Due to 
political turmoil in Bengal 
(1903-08), the First and Second 
World War (1914-19, 1939-45), 
the Great Economic Depression 
(1930s), the Great Bengal 
Famine (1943), Partition of India 
(1947), Natural calamities and 
the War of Independence (1971), 
very few of these reports survive. However, Annual Reports published since 1954 are still 
available. These have become valuable records of the economic development of the region. 

All Reports contain important statistical data covering different aspects of the Country’s 
economic activities, along with other valuable information.

Chamber News is a monthly publication. It 
contains mainly information on recent national 
and international economic events, news about 
Chamber members, country pro�iles, Chamber 
matters, updates on new products, statistical 
overviews of different aspects, articles, news 
briefs on national and international business, 
trade enquiries and business proposals, 
review-related matters etc. Chamber News was 
�irst published in 1977. From 1978, this 
monthly News has been published with the help 
of advertisements provided by member-�irms. 
In the millennium phase, digital technologies 
have been adapted in the make-up and get-up 
process and Chamber News has now got an 
attractive look. This publication has earned 
both national and international reputation as one of the leading economic magazines of the 
region. This in-house magazine is distributed primarily to its members but because of its 
high quality and acceptability, it is also distributed amongst government departments, 

diplomatic missions, Bangladesh missions 
abroad, international economic agencies and 
research institutions at home and abroad. 

Quarterly Review: This is an important 
quarterly publication of the Chamber that 
focuses on the economic situation of 
Bangladesh and highlights performances in 
different macro economic sectors connected 
with trade and industry. It publishes interviews 
of leading entrepreneurs and is aimed at 
building con�idence among businessmen and 
members of the Chamber. The Quarterly Review 
has earned recognition as a quality business 
magazine. 

Bangladesh Economy: The Chamber’s Research Cell prepares a booklet named Bangladesh 
Economy for its members as well as general readers. Every aspect of the Bangladesh 
economy as well as the economic performance of the Country in a �iscal year is covered in 

it. Business growth, agriculture, industry, 
services, investment and saving, monetary 
development, export-import, balance of 
payments, remittance, foreign aid, foreign 
direct investment, foreign exchange reserves, 
the National Budget and new investments are 
some of the topics featured in Bangladesh 
Economy. 

Summary of Taxation Rules: This is a yearly 
publication of the Chamber. It is published 
after the announcement of the Government’s 
Annual Budget. Through the Summary of 
Taxation Rules, the Chamber attempts to 
explain the requirements of the laws in the 
�ield of income tax, customs and excise duties 

and other taxes mentioned in the Budget. 

Telephone Directory: Another yearly publication of the Chamber is Telephone Guide. This 
useful publication of the Chamber compiles 
telephone numbers of important government 
of�icials, diplomatic missions, �inancial 
institutions, trade bodies, stock exchange etc. 
In this Guide, telephone numbers of members 
of the Chamber Committee, Chamber 
Secretariat and Bangladesh Employers 
Federation are included. Important phone 
numbers of semi-government, 
non-government departments and leading 
autonomous organizations are also included 
in this directory. 

Major Economic Indicators of Bangladesh is 
prepared by the Economic Research Cell of 
MCCI. Population and mainly macroeconomic 

aspects, including details of GDP, growth, per capita GDP, agriculture, industry etc. of 
Bangladesh are included in the publication. The major economic indicators of Bangladesh 
are updated annually through this publication.

Occasional Publications
The Diamond Jubilee Publication was brought out in 1979 to commemorate 75 years of the 
Chamber. On that occasion, the Chamber published not only the Annual Report of 1978-79 
as its Diamond Jubilee Year, 1904-1979, but also a particular section separately titled 
Chamber’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration, 1904-1979. in 1987, the Chamber published 
“Industry in Bangladesh” jointly with the Ministry of Industries, Government of 
Bangladesh, and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).384

Contact with the Media
The Metropolitan Chamber maintains close contact with the press and electronic media in 
order to:

•  Disseminate information to the public; 

•  Create public opinion against any changes in government policy which adversely affects 
the interests of the business community;

•  Publicize the activities of the Chamber;
•  Provide instant reaction to a public policy or decision;
•  Provide publicity for any offer of training programs, workshops, seminars and for trade 

delegations; 
•  Circulate news on changes in the chamber e.g. new of�ice bearers; 

• Create public opinion against political activity that disrupts business and commerce.

Initially the Chamber would issue press releases irregularly to articulate its concerns 
on the proposed budget by the government. But from the phase of MCCI, Dhaka (1979-99), 
it started issuing press releases on a regular basis to articulate its concerns not only on the 
proposed budget but also on signi�icant events relating to politics and the economy of the 
country. To create a better socio-political environment, the Chamber urged political parties 
to lower the frequency of hartals and strikes. The Chamber, along with, other leading trade 
bodies of the country, jointly issued press releases to condemn hartals and urged exploring 
alternate means of expressing political differences.

In the Millennium phase, the Chamber continues to issue public statements and press 
releases to articulate its concerns and convey its stand-point to the public on nationally and 
internationally important issues. In this phase, the Chamber has also begun to issue joint 
statements with BGMEA, DCCI, CCCI, FICCI, BTMA, FBCCI and other important trade bodies 
in Bangladesh so that the voice raised by the businessmen is united, powerful and more 
effective than before. Some selected press releases are reproduced from the Annual Reports 
of the Chamber in the Appendices Section. See appendix 22.

4.6 Communication Development
The Chamber operated a courier service from Dhaka to Chittagong and Khulna, from the 
early 1950s. Urgent commercial mail and important documents were collected from 
member-�irms and dispatched by air through this service. The Chamber introduced its 
courier service at the beginning of its DNCC phase.385 Subsequently, the Chamber operated 
its courier service from Dhaka to other parts of the country as well.386 With the advent of 
private courier services, the Chamber discontinued its courier service in 1989. 

The Chamber also offened Telex Service to member-�irms at an earlier period. This 
service helped disseminate urgent messages, like international tenders. It was available for 
member-�irms.387 

During the DNCCI and NCCI phases, the Chamber gave great emphasis on the 
communication sector. It dealt with frequent complaints regarding communication, 
including posts and telegraph, teleprinter services, postal deliveries, communications 
between East and West Pakistan, local telephone charges, railway transport, inland water 
transport and so on.388 For inter-wing shipping communication, the Chamber worked to 
ease problems relating to coastal shipping.389 

For the Teleprinter service, endeavor was made from 1955 onwards for the 
installation of a teleprinter in the Chamber for use of members.390 The Chamber worked 
hard to increase the Trunk Calls circuits between Dacca and Khulna via Kushtia.391 

The Chamber used to assist individual members with telephone service in the 
1960s.392 At that time, the Chamber was greatly concerned about the condition of the 
Dacca-Narayanganj Road. It eventually contributed to the reconstruction of the road.393 

Because of technological developments in communication and other developments, 
the Chamber now does not need to offer these services.

4.7 Annual General Meeting (AGM)
The Chamber organizes its Annual General Meeting (AGM) every December or at another 
convenient time. 

During the pre-liberation period of Bangladesh, the Chief Minister or Governor of East 
Bengal, East Pakistan’s Governor, and sometimes the Governor-General of Pakistan, would 
grace AGMs as the chief guest, which were followed by dinner. During the NCCI phase, 
Chamber’s AGMs were graced by the Governor-General of Pakistan or the Chief Minister of 

East Bengal or the Governor of East Pakistan. In 1953, the Governor General of Pakistan 
Ghulam Muhammed was present as a Chief Guest at the AGM of the Chamber. He accepted 
the invitation to open the new Chamber Building.394 AK Fazlul Haq, Governor of East Bengal, 
addressed the Chamber as the Chief Guest in 1956.394a A large number of dignitaries were 
also invited to be present at the AGM session in this phase. Among them were Mr G David 
(Deputy High Commissioner of UK in East Pakistan) and Mr Goro Tsukamoto (Consul for 
Japan in East Pakistan) who were present in 1956.395 In this phase, Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, HS Suhrawardy, was invited as the Chief Guest but was unable to accept the 
invitation due to other preoccupations.396 

In the �irst part of its NCCI phase, governors of East Pakistan would be regularly 
present at AGMs. Mr Zakir Hossain, the Governor of East Pakistan, addressed the Chamber 
in 1959 and Mr Azam Khan, Governor of East Pakistan in 1960. Mr Abdul Monem Khan 
attended the Chamber AGM on four occasions in the 1960s.397 During this phase 
distinguished guests from Diplomatic Corps, government departments, and trade and 
industry would attend the session. In the Presidential Address the President would talk 
about the overall situation of the country, especially economic challenges that were to be 

overcome. It also covered a wide range of subjects, both national and international. The 
Governor in his address discuss issues raised by the Chamber President.398 

In independent Bangladesh, the Chamber came out of its practice of inviting a Chief 
Guest at the main session of the Annual General Meeting. Instead, the Chief Guest would 
now be invited only to its dinner or luncheon sessions. In 1972, Mr AR Siddiqi, Minister for 
Trade and Commerce, was the �irst such Chief Guest in independent Bangladesh.399 In a 
meeting held in 1974, the Chamber Committee decided that no Chief Guest would 
henceforth be invited to the AGM of the Chamber.400

            THE CHAMBER AND THE NATION

The activities of the Metropolitan Chamber are evidence of its concern not only for the 
interest and well-being of its members, but also for the social and humanitarian causes, 
bene�itting the nation over the decades. Since its inception, the Chamber has stood by the 
people of Bangladesh and has contributed to the establishment of sectors such as 
education, health and environment.

Encouraging members to take part in social and humanitarian services is one of the 
primary objectives of MCCI. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) has always been an 
important focus of the Chamber. In fact, a sub-committee, named ‘Corporate Governance 
and CSR’, has been working actively to this end from 2010. This sub-committee was formed 
to serve the nation in all possible ways and was not con�ined to trade and business-related 
activities. Over the years, the Chamber has rendered many services to the nation by 
contributing �inancially as well as helping otherwise as part of its social and humanitarian 
commitment to the nation. CSR has become an integral part of the Chamber’s mission. 

The Metropolitan Chamber has been playing a leading role primarily to help in the 
economic progress of the country. But, it is aware that such progress depends on taking 
comprehensive and sustainable initiatives elsewhere and these involve making 
contributions to the nation on social and humanitarian fronts. The Chamber has 
contributed immensely to public sectors such as, education and health and has earned a 
solid reputation thereby. It has taken some notable initiatives on environmental issues and 
these are going to be highlighted in this chapter along with the Chamber’s involvement in 
other CSR issues.

5.1 Education Sector
As a part of the benevolent work and social responsibility that it sees as integral to its 
mission, the Metropolitan Chamber has contributed signi�icantly to the education sector of 
the eastern part of Bengal and Bangladesh over the decades. However, because of the 
paucity of sources, the complete picture of Chamber’s philanthropic activities in its NCC 
phase (1904-1950) could not be fully presented. 

It can be inferred though, that the Chamber had some sort of connection to the 
establishment of Narayanganj High School (1885) and Morgan Girls School (1910) in its 
�irst phase. In fact, these two educational institutions were established with the �inancial 
help of some merchants of Narayanganj who were believed to be actively involved in the 
formation of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Narayanganj High School was an 
English medium school. It became a middle school in 1876 and �inally a high school in 1885. 
The school was located on the bank of the Sitalakhya near Netaiganj from 1885 to 1907. 
After 1907, this school received donations from NCC on many occasions and gradually 
became a reputed institution of the area. From 1922 to 1948 the reputation of this 
institution spread far and wide. 

In 1937, when Narayanganj Women’s College was established, local merchants were 
approached for �inancial assistance. Mr RP Saha, the eminent philanthropist and merchant 
of Narayanganj, made a signi�icant contribution to the college. In the 1940s, this college 
became Tolaram Women College. Madanlal Saragi, son of Tolaram Saragi, donated a sum of 
Rs 25 thousand to the College for its development. Tolaram Company was a Marwari �irm 
in Narayanganj and a prominent member of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Not 
only Mr Tolaram, but other merchants of the city associated with NCC, also extended their 
help to the college on various occasions.

5.1.1 Viqarunnisa Noon School: In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon School was established in 
Dhaka by Lady Noon, the wife of Mr Feroj Khan Noon, Governor of East Bengal. The 
Chamber had an important role to play in establishing the school, though economically the 
Chamber was going through a dif�icult time.401 The school began functioning in Bailey Road, 
initially as a preparatory school. In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon appealed to well-to-do people 
including the Chamber of Commerce for �inancial help. Mr AR Faridi, the Chamber 
President at the time, received a letter of appeal for funds of a school which was to be built 
along the lines of an English Public School to accommodate approximately 700 pupils to be 
instructed with the help of well-quali�ied staff. 

In June 1952, the Chamber received a letter from the District Magistrate of Dacca 
mentioning the donation of Rs 10,000 by the Burmah Oil Co. Ltd. towards the school. 
Meanwhile, MM Ispahani and AD Boldy agreed to organize a proper campaign to collect 
funds for the school.402 

In January and February, 1953, the Chamber circulated an appeal to its members and 
collected Rs 28,500. This sum was donated to the school fund.403 The Chamber continued its 
efforts to come up with a substantial donation. Subsequently, Lady Noon corresponded 
once more with the Chamber. Members of the Chamber and af�iliated Associations 
contributed Rs 61,750/- to Viqarun Nisa Girls School.404 In 1953, the Chamber President Mr 
RWN Ferguson was appointed as a member of the Governing Body of the School.405 Later, Mr 
MM Ispahani was also nominated to the Governing Body of the school.

5.1.2 Udayan Bidyalay: Presently known as Udayan Higher Secondary School Dhaka, this 
private higher secondary school was established in 1955 by the University of Dhaka. It is a 
co-educational institution and currently one of the most well-known schools of Dhaka. In a 
Committee meeting held on 27 November, 1973, the Chamber changed its earlier decision 
to make a monthly donation of Tk 250 to the school. Udayan School Authorities had 
requested the Chamber Committee to consider donating a lump sum so that the money 
might be utilized towards the extension of the school building which was needed to meet 
the great rush of students following liberation. The Committee decided that member-�irms 
be requested to contribute at the following rates: Ordinary Member Tk 500 and Associate 
Member Tk 125.406 

The Chamber made further donations to this school afterwards. In a meeting held on 
15 February, 1974, the Chamber Committee noted that it had made a total donation of Tk 
11,500. The Chamber President mentioned in a meeting that the authorities of the Udayan 
School had again approached him to consider giving some more �inancial assistance to help 
them complete the school building. The Committee then decided to donate Tk 10,000 more 
to Udayan School.407 In 1975, the Chamber again donated Tk 10,000 to the institution.408 

5.1.3 The Narayanganj Education Society: The Narayanganj Education Society was 
formed in 1956 under the Society Registration Act, 1860. The aim of the Society was to 
promote quality education among the people of Narayanganj regardless of caste, creed and 
religion. The �irst Executive Committee, consisting of 12 members, included Mr Hanif 
Adamjee of Adamjee Jute Mills Ltd, Mr Ahmad Dada, Mr AKI Abrehani of R Sim & Co. Ltd., 
Mr SL Husain, a banker, Mr JA Hume of Pakbay Co. Ltd., Mr GL Jain, a businessman, Dr AWF 
Rahman, a medical practitioner, Mr AKK Haque of Muslim Commercial Bank Ltd., Mr AG 
Jiwani of Bawa Jute Mills, Mr AK Chatarjee, a legal practitioner and Mr HA Ghani, a 
businessman. Most of them were members of DNCCI. When the Society appealed to the 
Chamber for donations the Chamber forwarded the appeal to its member-�irms so that they 
could contribute.409 

In 1960, the Chamber offered to nonate its Henderson Road land to the Education 
Society for the construction of a school building. However this was not possible due to legal 
complications.410 

5.1.4 Polytechnic Education in East Bengal: In 1953, the East Bengal Government 
appealed to the Chamber for a donation of Rs 7,20,000 for the development of the newly 
established Polytechnic at Tejgaon (Dacca) in East Bengal.411 The Chamber circulated this 
request to its member-�irms. In 1954, Mr A Khalilee, Secretary-Commerce, Labour 
Industries, inquired about the progress of the donation scheme412 and a sub-committee 
recommended a guideline for contributions. In the end, the Chamber managed to collect a 
good amount, which was then handed over to the Project Authority. The fund provided by 
the DNCCI was mainly used for the scholarships of Polytechnic students. In 1955, the 
Chamber received a reminder letter to provide a Stipend Fund for students of the Institute. 
The Chamber provided as many scholarships to the Polytechnic students as it could for 
three more years.413 

5.1.5 Chittagong Public School: In 1953, an appeal to the Chamber was made by Mr MM 
Ispahani to lend support to the construction and running of a public school being set up in 
Chittagong.414 Mr Ispahani, then Director of PIDC, suggested that jute press house owners 
and shippers could each contribute half an anna per bale on all pucca bales handled by 
them. The Chamber agreed in principle to help the Ispahani School but considered giving 
one anna per jute bale too high an amount.415 The Chamber, however, circulated the request 
and in the end a good sum was collected for this purpose.

5.1.6 Institute of Business Administration, University of Dhaka: University of Dhaka, 
with the help of the Ford Foundation, set up the Institute of Business Administration. Dr 
Olescanin, the �irst Adviser of this Institute, invited the Committee members of NCCI and 

they met him under the leadership of Mr YA Bawani, the then President of the Chamber. A 
two year course was started in that year with 35 students. The idea was to provide students 
with an education which would be different from traditional business education. Students 
would now be trained to hold senior positions in business and handle day to day as well 
as long-term �inancial and marketing problems. The Government provided a set up fund 

of Rs 30,000. NCCI took great interest in this project and was of the view that this would go 
a long way towards ful�illing the genuine need for trained senior executives in the province. 
The Chamber assured the Adviser, that it would do everything possible to make the 
Institute a success. After independence, MCCI continued to nominate members to IBA. MR 
Siddiqui (1979-80 and 1986-89), M Anis Ud Dowla (1982) and SH Kabir (1983-85) were 
thus nominated to its Academic Board.416 

5.1.7 Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund: The deed of the 
‘Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund’ was registered in 1979. 
Subsequently, the Fund was approved by the National Board of Revenue and it came into 
existence after the necessary formalities were complted, on 3 July, 1979.417 

5.1.8 Jamiat-Ul-Falah: The Committee considered a request for donation to the 
Jamiat-ul-Falah, a philanthropic organization entrusted with the setting up of an Islamic 
Research Centre, Welfare Complex and a mosque in Chittagong. The Committee considered 
the request and decided that Chamber members should donate generously to the Fund. The 
Chamber approached a number of selected member-�irms and arranged for a substantial 
donation to the Fund.418 

5.1.9 Eighth Pakistan Science Conference: The Chamber received an appeal from the “8th 
Pakistan Science Conference” for a donation to meet the costs of the conference, which was 
to be attended by distinguished scientists from abroad. The Committee considered that this 
was a cause worthy of support and a circular was issued to members recommending that 
they should contribute. In the Committee’s view, a donation of Rs 100 was considered 
reasonable and a recommendation to members was made accordingly.419 In 1968 and 1970, 
the Chamber contributed towards the expenses of the “All Pakistan Science Conference.”420 

The Chamber worked assiduously with schools, colleges, institutes, training 
companies, madrashas and other educational bodies (government and non-government) 
and assisted them in various ways. In January 1965, the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Pakistan (Dacca Region) asked the Chamber to contribute for the 

construction of their building.421 The Chamber agreed to do so and asked its member to 
donate a sum of Rs 100 each to this Institute. Apart from the above mentioned educational 
institutes, the Chamber extended its generous help to set up the Narayanganj HE School 
(1953), Trade Union Workers Training Institute (1955), Dacca Law College (1957), 
University Of�icers Training Corps. (UOTC) (1958), St. Joseph’s School, Dacca (1959), 
Narayanganj Senior Islamia Madrasha (1960), East Regional Laboratory Science High 
School (1968), and Narayanganj English Preparatory School (1968). Donations were made 
to St. Joseph’s School (1959) and Udayan School, Dacca (1957) for construction of their 
buildings and expansion of rooms. The Chamber also came forward to provide �inancial 
help for the East-Pakistan Educational Week and Pakistan History and Museum Conference 
(1953), and for an excursion tour undertaken by Tolaram College students to travel to West 
Pakistan in 1970.422 The Chamber also extended its help to Mr Harun-ur Rashid, a lecturer 
of the University of Chittagong for working on his PhD in Japan in 1977.423 

5.2 Health Sector
As a part of its benevolent work and social responsibility, the Metropolitan Chamber has 
always contributed handsomely to the health sector in this region. The Chamber made a 
noteworthy contribution to Victoria Hospital in Narayanganj in 1950s and Holy Family 
Hospital in Dhaka in the 1950s and 60s. 

5.2.1 Victoria Hospital: Victoria Hospital was the �irst hospital set up in Narayanganj. It 
was established in 1885 by the municipality with �inancial contributions from Harakanta 
Banerjee.424 Subsequently, it was handed over to the municipality. In 1939, the Chamber 
Committee extended its help for development of the Hospital. The Chamber received an 
appeal for donations for the maintenance and upkeep of the institution which was run on 
voluntary subscription.425 The donation made to Victoria Hospital was one of the much 
appreciated initiatives undertaken by the Chamber in the 1950s.426 

The Honorary Secretary of Victoria Hospital requested Narayanganj Chamber to 
provide �inancial help to it in 1950 and the Chamber did so. At the request of the Hospital 
Committee, member-�irms of the Chamber contributed to the Victoria Hospital’s ‘Poor 
Patient Fund’427 for a long time. To increase its assistance, the Chamber made an appeal to 

its member-�irms for voluntary subscriptions. A Women’s organization also approached 
the Chamber for donation to the female ward of Victoria Hospital.428 The Chamber referred 
its appeal to members. In a meeting held on 1 May 1951, the Chamber received a proposal  
from the Sub-Divisional Of�icer, Narayanganj to send a representative to the Hospital 
Committee so that member-�irms could continue their donations to the Hospital. The 
Chamber Committee accepted the offer and pointed out that most member-�irms were 
donating money to the Hospital on a regular basis.429 

In 1952, DNCC nominated Capt. EG Stevenson of Bangla-Assam Steamship Co. Ltd. and 
Mr CEC Guthrie of IGN & RSN Co. Ltd. to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the ‘Victoria Hospital 
Committee’.430 As per records, though Victoria Hospital was under the management of the 
Municipality, the management of this fund was under the disposal of the Hospital 
Committee. In 1956, the Chamber Committee decided that the balance of the fund would be 
donated to Holy Family Hospital on certain terms and conditions. In 1959, the SDO of 
Narayanganj again requested the Chamber to continue contributing to Victoria Hospital.

5.2.2 Dacca Ladies Club Poor Patients Fund: In response to a request from Dacca Ladies 
Club, in 1953, the Chamber contributed Rs 150 from its own fund and requested the 
Pakistan Jute Association to consider donating a similar amount for the Club’s “Poor 
Patients Fund”.431

5.2.3 Holy Family Hospital Scheme: In March 1953, the Chamber President Mr RWN 
Ferguson was approached by the sisters of Holy Family Hospital to contribute to the Holy 
Family Hospital Scheme. In response, the Chamber initiated a scheme for medical 
treatment of Chamber employees based on donations made to Holy Family Hospital.432 In 
order to implement the scheme, an Adhoc Committee was formed consisting of Mr AD 
Boldy and Mr AB Baike of the Chamber. In June 1953, the Chamber issued a circular in 
regard to donation policy and a sub-committee was assigned to draw up recommendations 
on donations and the medical scheme. Mr MM Ispahani, Mr Ferguson and Mr Boldy were 
members of the Sub Committee.433

DNCCI gave donations for the development of Holy Family Hospital in return for 
treatment facilities for Chamber staff. In 1956, the balance of the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ was 
handed over to Holy Family Hospital on condition that a certain number of beds would be 

reserved in the maternity wards for poor patients from Narayanganj who would be 
screened by the Fund managers and sent to Holy Family Hospital for free treatment 
through a Screening Committee.434 However, this idea was ultimately dropped as some 
donors balked at this system and since the government did not approve the transfer of the 
‘Poor Patient’s Fund’ to this hospital. In 1958, the Chamber Secretariat arranged for 
treatment of some of daily patients without prior appointment in the Hospital.435

In 1959, the Hospital Contact Committee of the Chamber consisted of Mrs. Conventry, 
Mr Naser-ud-Deen Khan and Mr Heald, who continued to meet once every month with the 
Holy Family Hospital authorities when matters raised by members of the scheme were 
discussed and reasons for complaints investigated. The Chamber tried to solve all problems 
through regular coordination with the Hospital administration, doctors and patients.436

In 1962, a few member-�irms complained about the services. The Chamber took note 
of the matter and discussed the issue in detail with the Hospital authority.437 In 1965, when 
Holy Family Hospital raised its fees, NCCI agreed to pay according to the revised rate. This 
arrangement with Holy Family Hospital continued till the 1960s.

5.2.4 Dacca Shishu Hospital: After liberation, the Chamber gave donations to the Shisu 
(Children) Hospital Project, Dacca in 1977. In a meeting held on 12 April 1977 with hospital 
authorities the Chamber supported the cause, nathing that Shishu Hospital was a unique 
project and that member-�irms of the Chamber would surely give it spontaneous 
support.438

5.2.5 Others: Apart from these medical schemes, the Chamber extended its support to 
many other health care programs and medical institutions. In the 1950s, for example, the 
Chamber made donations to the “Women’s Small Pox Prevention Committee”. The Chamber  
donated to the program for prevention of Blindness in East Bengal; it also donated to the 
Public Health Day observance events in 1958 and the Malaria Eradication Program. Upon a 
request of Dr Mohammed Ibrahim for construction of the Diabetic Clinic at Segunbagicha, 
NCCI and its member-�irms regularly contributed to the Diabetic Association of Pakistan 
from 1963 to 1965.439 In 1966, the Chamber gave donations to the fund set up for Disabled 
Air Force Personnel, injured during the 1965 war.

Apart from the Chamber making donations to health-related projects, member-�irms 
donated to the Health sector on their own. For instance, Mr MM Ispahani of the Ispahani 
Group established the Ispahani Eye Hospital at Dhaka while Mr RP Saha of Kumudini 
Welfare Trust of Bengal established the biggest private sector hospital in the country in the 
1960s, namely Kumudini Hospital at Mirzapur, Tangail.

5.3 Environment Sector
Presently, the Chamber has been making a signi�icant contribution to the environmental 
sector of Bangladesh. MCCI promoted ‘Environmental Management Program’ with the 
World Bank in 2000; it has taken a part in the campaign launched by the Daily Star for ‘clean 
rivers’ in 2009; and most importantly, it has introduced an Award on the Environment in 
2009.

5.3.1 Environmental Management Program: In response to a proposal from the World 
Bank’s Dhaka of�ice, the Chamber Committee agreed to join its Environmental Management 
Programme for the industrial sector. Under this program, 20 member-organizations of the 
Chamber were selected, whose employees were given training on Environmental 
Management Systems by World Bank experts.440

5.3.2 Discussion on ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’: The chamber is 
concerned about the impact of climate change and is aware that it is a critical issue for 
many countries, including Bangladesh. It thus organized a discussion meeting on 25 August 
2010 entitled ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’ where some members took part 
and exchanged views on the issue. Dr Aynun Nishat, Vice-Chancellor of BRAC University, 
and an eminent environmentalist, apprised members of the latest developments on the 
issue.441

5.3.3 Environmental Initiatives to Prevent Water Pollution: The Chamber associated 
itself with the campaign launched by Daily Star for clean rivers (Buriganga, Sitalakhya, and 
Turag) as part of its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). The committee noted that 
nearly 7500 industrial units have been polluting the three rivers around Dhaka city by 

discharging toxic waste, mainly, textile dyes, printing and washing chemicals and ef�luent 
waste of tanneries. The Committee felt, that MCCI’s association with the campaign would 
make the business community more sensitive to the issue of environmental degradation 
and induce business enterprises to introduce ef�luent treatment measures. Accordingly, a 
delegation from the Chamber called on the editor of the Daily Star on June 06, 2009, to 
articulate the chamber’s desire to support the campaign to mitigate the consequences of 
polluted river water.442 The editor and publisher of Daily Star Mr Mahfuz Anam expressed 
gratitude for MCCI’s support in favour of the campaign launched by Daily Star for clear 
rivers. The committee also recognized the need for sending invitations to other leading 
trade bodies to join with MCCI in expressing the business community’s solidarity with the 
campaign for clean rivers.443

As part its drive to support the Daily Star’s Clean Rivers Campaign, the Chamber 
organized a meeting with the heads of some major trade bodies and associations at the 
Chamber Building on 15 July 2009 to discuss the issue of environment pollution, 
particularly the pollution of the three rivers encircling Dhaka City and the role and 
responsibilities of the business community in this matter. As a follow up to the solidarity 
expressed for the clean rivers campaign, the Committee decided to invite Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, MP, Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Environment for the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee of the Ministry of Forest and Environment.444

5.3.4 Introducing Award on Environment: The Chamber continued its support towards 
environment protection and the clean river campaign initiated by the Daily Star in 2009. 
The Chamber Committee decided to grant three awards; two to deserving journalists in the 
print and electronic media for outstanding investigative reporting on the clear river 
campaign and one to an enterprise for having taken a commendable program on setting up 
an effective ef�luent treatment plant (ETP). A 5-member committee was set up for selecting 
deserving candidates.445 The award comprised a cash grant of Tk 1 lac;  on annual 
subscription to international magazines, reports and publications on environmental issues 
for a value of up to Tk 50 thousands to deserving journalists and conductors of TV 
programs, and a certi�icate with a crest to the deserving enterprise. The �irst Award 
Selection Committee was headed by Dr Akbar Ali Khan, former Adviser to the Caretaker 

Government. After a vigorous selection process, it selected Mr Pinaki Roy of the Daily Star 
as the best investigative journalist, Mr SM Babu of ATN Bangla as the best investigative 
conductor of TV program on environmental pollution, and Echotex Limited as the best 
enterprise for exemplary initiative undertaken for ef�luent treatment in 2009.446 The Award 
Selection Committee invited nominations of newspaper reports, TV programs, TV feature 
�ilms and commendable initiatives for different treatment and control of ef�luent discharge 
through newspaper advertisements and by issuing letters to TV channels, press clubs, 
editors of newspapers, trade bodies and associations and entrepreneurs. The �irst award 
giving ceremony was held on 2 June, 2010. As per the announcement made by MCCI, Mr 
Pinaki Roy and Mr SM Babu received Taka one lac each, annual subscriptions of 
international magazines, reports and publications up to Taka �ifty thousand, and an MCCI 
plaque. Echotex Limited also received an MCCI plaque as a special award.447

5.3.5 Roundtable on Environment and River Pollution: The Chamber organised a 
roundtable discussion among members of the business community, civil society, media, and 
policy makers at the Chamber’s Conference Hall on 26 July, 2009. Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, Hon’ble Member of the Parliament and Chairman of the Environment 
Sub-Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Environment and Forests, 
was present in the session as the Chief Guest. Other members of Parliament, presidents and 
chairmen of leading trade bodies, the editor of the Daily Star, members of the business 
community, media professionals and past presidents of the Chamber were present and 
took part in the discussion that focused on the respective roles and responsibilities of the 
business community and the government in mitigating environmental challenges. The 
Chamber expressed its commitment to spontaneously support any national program on 
environmental issues, particularly for saving rivers based on the historic 11-point directive 
of the High Court issued on 25 June, 2009. The role of the media, particularly, that of Daily 
Star, was praised, for developing public awareness on the environment. The Honourable 
members of Parliament present commended the role of the Chamber, and thanked it for 
organizing such an event.448

441 Annual Report of the MCCI: Dhaka, 2009-10, p. 6.
442 Annual Report of the MCCI: Dhaka, 2009, p. 41.
443 Annual Report of the MCCI: Dhaka, 2009, p. 39.

The Chamber President, Mr Abdul Ha�iz Choudhury, FCA, presenting a crest to
Mr Mahfuz Anam, expressing MCCI’s solidarity with the ‘Clean River’ Campaign
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Bengal Chamber of Commerce (BCC) situated in Kolkata. In addition to the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce, the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce also sent representatives to 
government bodies through their nominations to boards, committees and councils. 

In the second phase (1950-52), the Chamber continued to have representation in 
government and non-government bodies, advisory committees and councils. The Chamber 
representation to Employers Association (MM Ispahani, 1951),325 East Bengal Board of 
Industries (JWE Berry, 1952),326 Foreign Trade Development Council (A Jalil, 1951),327 Jute 
Brokers Association (1951),328 and Narayanganj Municipality (1952)329 are some examples.

The DNCCI Phase (1952-59) saw the Chamber make nearly 35 representations to 
various committees or organizations.330 In this phase, most importantly, the Chamber 
offered representations in educational institutions as well as government and non- 
government bodies and committees such as the Board of Governors, Viqarunnissa Noon 
School (MM Ispahani, 1956, 1957),331 Court of the University of Dhaka (MM Ispahani, 1956, 
AA Kahlon, 1957),332 and the Government College of Commerce, Chittagong (MM Ispahani, 
1953).333 

In the NCCI Phase (1959-79), the Chamber was represented in 90 committees or 
organizations of government, semi- government and autonomous institutions.334 From this 
number, it can be easily seen how the Chamber became the biggest representative trade 
organization of the country. From this phase onwards its representational function 
became an integral part of the Chamber’s work. Along with public ones, the Chamber got 
involved in numerous bodies, councils and committees of non- government and 
autonomous institutions. Some new and noteworthy representations in this phase were in 
the Central Advisory Council for the Ministry of Commerce (YA Bawany, 1965, M Ilahi & 
Rashid Ahmed, 1969, M Ilahi, 1968),335 Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce & 

Foreign Trade (FK Ghuznavi, 1968, 1975),336 Dacca-Narayanganj Electricity Advisory 
Committee (M Ilahi, 1963, 1969),337 Import Advisory Committee of the Chief Controller of 
Imports & Exports (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),338 Management Board for Abandoned 
Properties for Dacca City and Adjoining Areas (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),339 Narayanganj 
Town Development Committee (MA Sattar, 1977),340 Bangladesh Industrial Facilities Board 
(ASF Rahman, 1979),341 and the District Committee for Organizing Cottage and Small 
Industries (Mohsen Ali, 1977, ASF Rahman, 1979).342

In 1979, the Chamber was renamed the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Dhaka (MCCI, Dhaka). The MCCI phase is divided into two parts. In the �irst part 
of this phase (1979-1999), the Chamber continued to help build up a strong economic 
base for the country and was represented in important public bodies as well as 
autonomous committees and organizations. At least 65 such representations were made343 

by the Chamber and it worked successfully to give suggestions and offer its views in these 
bodies, committees and organizations. Some selected important examples of 
representations of this phase are as follows: Advisory Committee to the Commissioners of 
Taxes (K Kamrul Hoda, 1979; KA Huque, 1985, 1990, 1997, 1999),344 Advisory Committee 
for Securities and Exchange Commission (Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),345 Bangladesh Bank’s Co-ordinations Committee (SH Kabir, 1979; Rashid-ul Hasan, 
1985; AKM Ghaffar, 1990),346 Consultative Committee for the National Board of Revenue 
(MR Siddqi, 1985; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1990; Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),347 Training & Employment of Advisory Committee of Dacca Polytechnic Institute 
(FK Ghuznavi, 1978-79),348 Institute of Business Administration, Dhaka University (M Anis 
Ud Dowla, 1982; SH Kabir, MR Siddiqi, 1978-79),349 Inter-Ministerial Committee on Labour 

(FK Ghuznavi, 1979, 1985; Laila Rahman Kabir, 1997, 1999),350 and National Consultative 
Committee on Power (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1979; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1985; SA Azim, 1990; 
Azimur Rahman, 1997).351

In the new millennium the Chamber’s representational functions have become even 
more important than in earlier years. It now has more representations in public bodies, 
advisory committees, advisory boards and advisory councils; consultative committees of 
various ministries; trade organizations; �inancial institutions; various commissions and 
enquiries; urbanization and town development bodies; ports and ICD; the health sector; 
educational and other institutions. Some selected important representations of this current 
phase have been as follows: Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles (MA Awal, 
2002, Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2008, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2008, 2013),352 Advisory 
Committee for Securities and Exchange Commission (Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2002, 2004, 
2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Nihad Kabir, 2013),353 Consultative Committee to the Ministry 
of Commerce (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2004, Latifur rahman, 2008, 
Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),354 Jute & Textile Council of the 
Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (AK Shamsuddin, 2002, Kamran T Rahman, 
2008, 2010),355 National Committee on Exports (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),356 
National Council for Industrial Development, NCID (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013) .357

As was mentioned earlier, almost all leading industrial organizations in the private 
and public sectors are at present members of the Chamber and Chamber representatives 
have been playing signi�icant roles in decision and policy-making in almost all public and 
private bodies, committees and councils of Bangladesh. In serving business responsibly in 
its 110 years history, the Metropolitan Chamber has given representations to over a 
hundred government, non-government, semi-government and autonomous committees 
and organizations. 

Representations in Public Bodies: The Chamber’s representations to public advisory 
committees, advisory boards and advisory councils have been regular features in the 
post-partition phase of the Chamber’s existence. Chamber members have been nominated 

to such bodies regularly and have worked there conscientiously. For example, its 
representations to the East Bengal Board of Industries and the East Bengal Labour 
Advisory Board continued till the middle of the 1950s. In addition, the Chamber also had 
representations in the Narayanganj Municipality; Associated Chamber of Commerce of 
Pakistan; Pakistan Tea Board and Pakistan Tea Licensing Committee. In 1953, two of the 
Chamber representatives were nominated for the Regional Employment Advisory 
Committee for East Bengal. In the same year the then President of the Chamber, Mr A Jalil, 
became a member of the Executive Committee of the Governor’s Refugee Relief Fund.358 In 
the Pakistan Tea Board, the former Chamber President Mr MM Ispahani was active for a 
couple of years as a member of the Tea Board.359 Mr DS Jamal was re-nominated as the 
Chamber’s representative on the East Bengal Railway Advisory Committee after 
completing his two years in 1955.360 In a meeting held on 13 September 1977, the 
Chamber’s representatives on the Panel of Advisers for Private Sector Industries 
constituted by the Planning Commission were chosen. Mr M Anis Ud Dowla and Mr Zeaul 
Huq were selected for two years to represent NCCI in the committee.361

Representations in Educational Institutions: Chamber members were represented in 
various educational and professional institutions of government, semi- government, or 

autonomous bodies. In 1956 and 1957, the Chamber nominated Mr MM Ispahani and Mr 
AA Kahlon to the Court of the University of Dhaka.362 In 1977, the Dean of the Faculty of 
Commerce, University of Dhaka, informed the Chamber that Mr Rashid Ahmed had 
completed his two years tenure and a replacement would be considered on expiry of the 
term.363 This is evidence of the Chamber’s continued representation in the Commerce 
Faculty of the University of Dhaka in that period. 

Representations in Consultative Committees of Ministries: Representations to 
consultative committees of various ministries constitute an important activity of the 
Chamber. Since its NCCI phase (1959-1979), the Chamber has been working with 
numerous ministerial committees. The Ministry of Commerce, Commerce and Foreign 
Trade, Commerce and Industry, Communication and Textile are where the Chamber is 
represented most actively on a regular basis. Mr M Ahad and Mr MH Adamjee represented 
it in an Advisory Council of the Ministry of Commerce in 1963.364 Mr FK Ghuznavi 
represented the Chamber in the Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce and Foreign 
Trade in 1968 and 1975.365 The Chamber was represented in the Advisory Council for 
Ministry of Commerce (Central) by Mr YA Bawany, Mr M Ilahi and Mr Rashid Ahmed in the 
1960s.366 In the MCCI phase, representations in the ministries became even more 
signi�icant. Mr Mostaque Ahmed Siddique and Mr MA Awal represented the Chamber in the 
Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles in 1997 and 1999.367 Consultative 
Committee to the Ministry of Jute & Textiles, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of 
Industries, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of Commerce, Consultative Committee 
to the Ministry of Communications are a few bodies in this phase where Mr Syed Mohsen 
Ali, Mr SH Kabir, Mr Syed Manzur Elahi, Mr Samson H Chowdhury, Mr Mahbub Jamil, Mr MA 
Sattar MP, and Mr MH Khan represented the Chamber and contributed signi�icantly to 
proceedings.368 

Representations in Trade Organizations/Associations: The Chamber became a member 
of the Associated Chamber of Commerce of India (ASSOCHAM) sometime in 1930s and 
continued to be a member till 1947. It received membership in the Associated Chamber of 
Commerce of Pakistan (ASSOCHAP) in 1960s. The Chamber sent representatives to the 
Federation of Chambers of Commerce of the British Empire in 1950,369 to the Federation of 
Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry in 1968,370 and to the Federation of 
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) in 1975.371 The MCCI, Dhaka, is 
still a member of FBCCI and the two organizations have been working together for the 
betterment of trade and commerce in Bangladesh. The Chamber’s members were 
represented in the Pakistan National Committee of International Chamber of Commerce,372 

as well as the Federation of Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan. In addition, the Chamber 
was represented in many other trade organizations and associations. In the 1950s the 

Chamber sent representatives to the Jute Brokers Association373 and the East Bengal Jute 
Dealers Association. The Chamber had representations in export and import-related 
organizations such as the National Export Council, the Export Promotion Council etc. Given 
below is a list of some organizations where the Chamber was represented.

Representations in Financial Institutions: The Chamber has also been represented in 
various �inancial institutions such as stock exchanges, banks and insurance companies. In 
its DNCC phase, Chamber representatives played active roles in the Pakistan Insurance 
Corporation (1951). In the MCCI, Dhaka phase, Mr Samson H Chowdhury (1997) and 

Mahbub Jamil (1999) were actively engaged in working with the Advisory Committee for 
the Securities and Exchange Commission.374 Mr SH Kabir (1978-79), Mr Rashid Ul Hasan 
(1985), and AKM Ghaffar (1990) represented the Chamber in Bangladesh Bank’s 
Co-ordinations Committee.375 

Representations in Commissions and Enquiries: The Chamber’s representations in 
committees of various commissions and enquiries formed by the government have also 
been important in terms of its representational functions. The earliest representations of 
the Chamber on Commissions and Enquiry Committees are Land Reforms Commission 
(1940), Economic Appraisal and Development Enquiry Committee (1952), Commodity 
Price Commission (1952) etc. Other such bodies where the Chamber has been represented 
are listed below: 

Representations in Urbanization and Town Development Bodies: The Chamber has 
nominated its members to different committees constituted for Narayanganj and Dhaka 
Improvement Trust and development bodies. They have played an important role in town 
development. One of the earliest example of representations in such bodies is to be found 
in the workings of the Narayanganj Municipality.376 

Representations in Ports and ICD: The Chamber’s participation and representation in 
committees on Ports and ICD (Internal Container Depot) formed by the government have 
also been very important in terms of its representational functions. The Chamber 
contributed actively to such bodies by nominating members for representation of its 
interests in them. Some of the earliest representations have been in bodies such as the 
Chittagong Port Authority (1959),377 Chalna Anchorage Advisory Committee (1959)378 and 
Chittagong Port Advisory Committee (1984)379. The Chamber has been regularly 
represented in these bodies since then.

Representations in Health Sector: The Chamber had contributed signi�icantly to the 
health sector of the region in general and Bangladesh in particular through its 
representatives in these bodies, councils or committees of the health sector and hospitals. 
In the NCC and DNCC phase, the Chamber nominated two members to the Managing 
Committee of the Victoria Hospital of Narayanganj in 1951.380 In 1952, the DNCC nominated 
Mr EG Stevenson and Mr CEC Guthrie to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the Victoria Hospital 
Committee.381 

Representations in Various Government and Other Committees: Representations of the 
Chamber in government and others non-government and semi-government committees 
have also been very important for it. Some examples of such representations are given 
below: 

The above list clearly indicates the contribution the Chamber has made to the eastern 
part of Bengal as a whole and to Bangladesh in particular. Representations in these sectors 
have facilitated regular dialogue with government, provided scope for advocacy, and 
allowed it to offer feedback on policies and legislation affecting business practices as well 
as to serve on statutory boards and government committees to help formulate policy 
guidelines and set standards that have contributed to the business climate and enhanced 
members’ competitiveness.

4.5 Publications
The Chamber has been publishing journals which are quite distinctive and have been 
well-appreciated at home and abroad. Circulars and bulletins issued at periodic intervals 
are supplied to members by the Chamber free of charge. Providing details of government 
and semi-governments noti�ications; reporting on the impact of legislation; judicial 
decisions in respect of business matters of general interest or signi�icance; publicizing 
trade inquiries and trade and business opportunities; providing information about new 
technologies and opportunities for technology transfer, areas of collaboration, investment 
trends, economic indicators, comparative data and analysis of such data, important events 
within the country and overseas, trade fairs and exhibition of special importance, visiting 
missions and dignitaries; reporting on important activities involving members and other 
similar information have made these publications useful and desirable.

Publications are an essential function of the Chamber and a service it offers to its 
members and the nation. Through its publications, the Chamber attempts to collect and 
disseminate information on business, including export, import, investment and tax 
regulations. The Chamber usually collects government circulars, notices, and statistical 
data from government and other bodies and disseminates information relating to trade, 
commerce and industry among members. It also prepares ‘Position Papers’ on various 
issues and circulates the Chamber’s decisions to its members, the society and the nation. As 
such, its publications have been playing a signi�icant role in the growth and development of 
trade and commerce in the land. The Chamber has various publications and they are 
published regularly. Some publications of the Chamber are Chamber News, Annual Report, 
the Summary of Taxation Rules, Quarterly Review, Tax News, Chamber Bulletin, Telephone 
Directory and the Diamond Jubilee Celebration Volume. In the millennium phase (2000 
onwards), the Chamber entered the digital world and information about it is available on 
the website of MCCI.382 

Research Cell and Preparation of Position Papers: Some major functions of the cell are: 
collecting data on trade and commerce ; maintaining a data-base and evaluating economic 
growth; compiling and analyzing monthly �igures of production in major industries, cost of 
living index, monthly �igures on import and export, and analyzing trends, policy reviews 
and evaluation; examining the budget of the country; preparing the Chamber’s budget 
proposals, and compiling and publishing periodicals. 

The Chamber usually offers its views and ideas on different issues relating to trade, 
investment and macroeconomic policies based on its research counterparts. Research and 
analytical studies are key tools in coming up with information necessary to provide policy 
and advocacy support to the government and to members. MCCI has the capacity to 
conduct qualitative and quantitative research. From time to time, the Chamber conducts 
joint studies and organizes events such as seminars and conferences with government and 
leading research organizations at home and abroad.383 Its regular publications re�lect the 
views and particular position of the Chamber on any number of issues.

For preparing position papers professionally, the research cell of the Chamber makes 
use of the best and most recent data relating to the issue at hand and presents an analysis 
of the relevant data. The analysis provided often indicates how business interests are being 
hurt by existing or proposed regulatory and tax structures and what measures should be 
adopted to relieve the business community in order to promote business development. The 
papers are the basis of the Chamber’s lobbying activities and position on issues 
disseminated through publications in the periodicals of the Chamber.

Regular Publications

Annual Report: The earliest and 
foremost publication of the 
Chamber is its Annual Report. 
This has been in regular 
publication since 1904. Due to 
political turmoil in Bengal 
(1903-08), the First and Second 
World War (1914-19, 1939-45), 
the Great Economic Depression 
(1930s), the Great Bengal 
Famine (1943), Partition of India 
(1947), Natural calamities and 
the War of Independence (1971), 
very few of these reports survive. However, Annual Reports published since 1954 are still 
available. These have become valuable records of the economic development of the region. 

All Reports contain important statistical data covering different aspects of the Country’s 
economic activities, along with other valuable information.

Chamber News is a monthly publication. It 
contains mainly information on recent national 
and international economic events, news about 
Chamber members, country pro�iles, Chamber 
matters, updates on new products, statistical 
overviews of different aspects, articles, news 
briefs on national and international business, 
trade enquiries and business proposals, 
review-related matters etc. Chamber News was 
�irst published in 1977. From 1978, this 
monthly News has been published with the help 
of advertisements provided by member-�irms. 
In the millennium phase, digital technologies 
have been adapted in the make-up and get-up 
process and Chamber News has now got an 
attractive look. This publication has earned 
both national and international reputation as one of the leading economic magazines of the 
region. This in-house magazine is distributed primarily to its members but because of its 
high quality and acceptability, it is also distributed amongst government departments, 

diplomatic missions, Bangladesh missions 
abroad, international economic agencies and 
research institutions at home and abroad. 

Quarterly Review: This is an important 
quarterly publication of the Chamber that 
focuses on the economic situation of 
Bangladesh and highlights performances in 
different macro economic sectors connected 
with trade and industry. It publishes interviews 
of leading entrepreneurs and is aimed at 
building con�idence among businessmen and 
members of the Chamber. The Quarterly Review 
has earned recognition as a quality business 
magazine. 

Bangladesh Economy: The Chamber’s Research Cell prepares a booklet named Bangladesh 
Economy for its members as well as general readers. Every aspect of the Bangladesh 
economy as well as the economic performance of the Country in a �iscal year is covered in 

it. Business growth, agriculture, industry, 
services, investment and saving, monetary 
development, export-import, balance of 
payments, remittance, foreign aid, foreign 
direct investment, foreign exchange reserves, 
the National Budget and new investments are 
some of the topics featured in Bangladesh 
Economy. 

Summary of Taxation Rules: This is a yearly 
publication of the Chamber. It is published 
after the announcement of the Government’s 
Annual Budget. Through the Summary of 
Taxation Rules, the Chamber attempts to 
explain the requirements of the laws in the 
�ield of income tax, customs and excise duties 

and other taxes mentioned in the Budget. 

Telephone Directory: Another yearly publication of the Chamber is Telephone Guide. This 
useful publication of the Chamber compiles 
telephone numbers of important government 
of�icials, diplomatic missions, �inancial 
institutions, trade bodies, stock exchange etc. 
In this Guide, telephone numbers of members 
of the Chamber Committee, Chamber 
Secretariat and Bangladesh Employers 
Federation are included. Important phone 
numbers of semi-government, 
non-government departments and leading 
autonomous organizations are also included 
in this directory. 

Major Economic Indicators of Bangladesh is 
prepared by the Economic Research Cell of 
MCCI. Population and mainly macroeconomic 

aspects, including details of GDP, growth, per capita GDP, agriculture, industry etc. of 
Bangladesh are included in the publication. The major economic indicators of Bangladesh 
are updated annually through this publication.

Occasional Publications
The Diamond Jubilee Publication was brought out in 1979 to commemorate 75 years of the 
Chamber. On that occasion, the Chamber published not only the Annual Report of 1978-79 
as its Diamond Jubilee Year, 1904-1979, but also a particular section separately titled 
Chamber’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration, 1904-1979. in 1987, the Chamber published 
“Industry in Bangladesh” jointly with the Ministry of Industries, Government of 
Bangladesh, and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).384

Contact with the Media
The Metropolitan Chamber maintains close contact with the press and electronic media in 
order to:

•  Disseminate information to the public; 

•  Create public opinion against any changes in government policy which adversely affects 
the interests of the business community;

•  Publicize the activities of the Chamber;
•  Provide instant reaction to a public policy or decision;
•  Provide publicity for any offer of training programs, workshops, seminars and for trade 

delegations; 
•  Circulate news on changes in the chamber e.g. new of�ice bearers; 

• Create public opinion against political activity that disrupts business and commerce.

Initially the Chamber would issue press releases irregularly to articulate its concerns 
on the proposed budget by the government. But from the phase of MCCI, Dhaka (1979-99), 
it started issuing press releases on a regular basis to articulate its concerns not only on the 
proposed budget but also on signi�icant events relating to politics and the economy of the 
country. To create a better socio-political environment, the Chamber urged political parties 
to lower the frequency of hartals and strikes. The Chamber, along with, other leading trade 
bodies of the country, jointly issued press releases to condemn hartals and urged exploring 
alternate means of expressing political differences.

In the Millennium phase, the Chamber continues to issue public statements and press 
releases to articulate its concerns and convey its stand-point to the public on nationally and 
internationally important issues. In this phase, the Chamber has also begun to issue joint 
statements with BGMEA, DCCI, CCCI, FICCI, BTMA, FBCCI and other important trade bodies 
in Bangladesh so that the voice raised by the businessmen is united, powerful and more 
effective than before. Some selected press releases are reproduced from the Annual Reports 
of the Chamber in the Appendices Section. See appendix 22.

4.6 Communication Development
The Chamber operated a courier service from Dhaka to Chittagong and Khulna, from the 
early 1950s. Urgent commercial mail and important documents were collected from 
member-�irms and dispatched by air through this service. The Chamber introduced its 
courier service at the beginning of its DNCC phase.385 Subsequently, the Chamber operated 
its courier service from Dhaka to other parts of the country as well.386 With the advent of 
private courier services, the Chamber discontinued its courier service in 1989. 

The Chamber also offened Telex Service to member-�irms at an earlier period. This 
service helped disseminate urgent messages, like international tenders. It was available for 
member-�irms.387 

During the DNCCI and NCCI phases, the Chamber gave great emphasis on the 
communication sector. It dealt with frequent complaints regarding communication, 
including posts and telegraph, teleprinter services, postal deliveries, communications 
between East and West Pakistan, local telephone charges, railway transport, inland water 
transport and so on.388 For inter-wing shipping communication, the Chamber worked to 
ease problems relating to coastal shipping.389 

For the Teleprinter service, endeavor was made from 1955 onwards for the 
installation of a teleprinter in the Chamber for use of members.390 The Chamber worked 
hard to increase the Trunk Calls circuits between Dacca and Khulna via Kushtia.391 

The Chamber used to assist individual members with telephone service in the 
1960s.392 At that time, the Chamber was greatly concerned about the condition of the 
Dacca-Narayanganj Road. It eventually contributed to the reconstruction of the road.393 

Because of technological developments in communication and other developments, 
the Chamber now does not need to offer these services.

4.7 Annual General Meeting (AGM)
The Chamber organizes its Annual General Meeting (AGM) every December or at another 
convenient time. 

During the pre-liberation period of Bangladesh, the Chief Minister or Governor of East 
Bengal, East Pakistan’s Governor, and sometimes the Governor-General of Pakistan, would 
grace AGMs as the chief guest, which were followed by dinner. During the NCCI phase, 
Chamber’s AGMs were graced by the Governor-General of Pakistan or the Chief Minister of 

East Bengal or the Governor of East Pakistan. In 1953, the Governor General of Pakistan 
Ghulam Muhammed was present as a Chief Guest at the AGM of the Chamber. He accepted 
the invitation to open the new Chamber Building.394 AK Fazlul Haq, Governor of East Bengal, 
addressed the Chamber as the Chief Guest in 1956.394a A large number of dignitaries were 
also invited to be present at the AGM session in this phase. Among them were Mr G David 
(Deputy High Commissioner of UK in East Pakistan) and Mr Goro Tsukamoto (Consul for 
Japan in East Pakistan) who were present in 1956.395 In this phase, Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, HS Suhrawardy, was invited as the Chief Guest but was unable to accept the 
invitation due to other preoccupations.396 

In the �irst part of its NCCI phase, governors of East Pakistan would be regularly 
present at AGMs. Mr Zakir Hossain, the Governor of East Pakistan, addressed the Chamber 
in 1959 and Mr Azam Khan, Governor of East Pakistan in 1960. Mr Abdul Monem Khan 
attended the Chamber AGM on four occasions in the 1960s.397 During this phase 
distinguished guests from Diplomatic Corps, government departments, and trade and 
industry would attend the session. In the Presidential Address the President would talk 
about the overall situation of the country, especially economic challenges that were to be 

overcome. It also covered a wide range of subjects, both national and international. The 
Governor in his address discuss issues raised by the Chamber President.398 

In independent Bangladesh, the Chamber came out of its practice of inviting a Chief 
Guest at the main session of the Annual General Meeting. Instead, the Chief Guest would 
now be invited only to its dinner or luncheon sessions. In 1972, Mr AR Siddiqi, Minister for 
Trade and Commerce, was the �irst such Chief Guest in independent Bangladesh.399 In a 
meeting held in 1974, the Chamber Committee decided that no Chief Guest would 
henceforth be invited to the AGM of the Chamber.400

            THE CHAMBER AND THE NATION

The activities of the Metropolitan Chamber are evidence of its concern not only for the 
interest and well-being of its members, but also for the social and humanitarian causes, 
bene�itting the nation over the decades. Since its inception, the Chamber has stood by the 
people of Bangladesh and has contributed to the establishment of sectors such as 
education, health and environment.

Encouraging members to take part in social and humanitarian services is one of the 
primary objectives of MCCI. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) has always been an 
important focus of the Chamber. In fact, a sub-committee, named ‘Corporate Governance 
and CSR’, has been working actively to this end from 2010. This sub-committee was formed 
to serve the nation in all possible ways and was not con�ined to trade and business-related 
activities. Over the years, the Chamber has rendered many services to the nation by 
contributing �inancially as well as helping otherwise as part of its social and humanitarian 
commitment to the nation. CSR has become an integral part of the Chamber’s mission. 

The Metropolitan Chamber has been playing a leading role primarily to help in the 
economic progress of the country. But, it is aware that such progress depends on taking 
comprehensive and sustainable initiatives elsewhere and these involve making 
contributions to the nation on social and humanitarian fronts. The Chamber has 
contributed immensely to public sectors such as, education and health and has earned a 
solid reputation thereby. It has taken some notable initiatives on environmental issues and 
these are going to be highlighted in this chapter along with the Chamber’s involvement in 
other CSR issues.

5.1 Education Sector
As a part of the benevolent work and social responsibility that it sees as integral to its 
mission, the Metropolitan Chamber has contributed signi�icantly to the education sector of 
the eastern part of Bengal and Bangladesh over the decades. However, because of the 
paucity of sources, the complete picture of Chamber’s philanthropic activities in its NCC 
phase (1904-1950) could not be fully presented. 

It can be inferred though, that the Chamber had some sort of connection to the 
establishment of Narayanganj High School (1885) and Morgan Girls School (1910) in its 
�irst phase. In fact, these two educational institutions were established with the �inancial 
help of some merchants of Narayanganj who were believed to be actively involved in the 
formation of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Narayanganj High School was an 
English medium school. It became a middle school in 1876 and �inally a high school in 1885. 
The school was located on the bank of the Sitalakhya near Netaiganj from 1885 to 1907. 
After 1907, this school received donations from NCC on many occasions and gradually 
became a reputed institution of the area. From 1922 to 1948 the reputation of this 
institution spread far and wide. 

In 1937, when Narayanganj Women’s College was established, local merchants were 
approached for �inancial assistance. Mr RP Saha, the eminent philanthropist and merchant 
of Narayanganj, made a signi�icant contribution to the college. In the 1940s, this college 
became Tolaram Women College. Madanlal Saragi, son of Tolaram Saragi, donated a sum of 
Rs 25 thousand to the College for its development. Tolaram Company was a Marwari �irm 
in Narayanganj and a prominent member of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Not 
only Mr Tolaram, but other merchants of the city associated with NCC, also extended their 
help to the college on various occasions.

5.1.1 Viqarunnisa Noon School: In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon School was established in 
Dhaka by Lady Noon, the wife of Mr Feroj Khan Noon, Governor of East Bengal. The 
Chamber had an important role to play in establishing the school, though economically the 
Chamber was going through a dif�icult time.401 The school began functioning in Bailey Road, 
initially as a preparatory school. In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon appealed to well-to-do people 
including the Chamber of Commerce for �inancial help. Mr AR Faridi, the Chamber 
President at the time, received a letter of appeal for funds of a school which was to be built 
along the lines of an English Public School to accommodate approximately 700 pupils to be 
instructed with the help of well-quali�ied staff. 

In June 1952, the Chamber received a letter from the District Magistrate of Dacca 
mentioning the donation of Rs 10,000 by the Burmah Oil Co. Ltd. towards the school. 
Meanwhile, MM Ispahani and AD Boldy agreed to organize a proper campaign to collect 
funds for the school.402 

In January and February, 1953, the Chamber circulated an appeal to its members and 
collected Rs 28,500. This sum was donated to the school fund.403 The Chamber continued its 
efforts to come up with a substantial donation. Subsequently, Lady Noon corresponded 
once more with the Chamber. Members of the Chamber and af�iliated Associations 
contributed Rs 61,750/- to Viqarun Nisa Girls School.404 In 1953, the Chamber President Mr 
RWN Ferguson was appointed as a member of the Governing Body of the School.405 Later, Mr 
MM Ispahani was also nominated to the Governing Body of the school.

5.1.2 Udayan Bidyalay: Presently known as Udayan Higher Secondary School Dhaka, this 
private higher secondary school was established in 1955 by the University of Dhaka. It is a 
co-educational institution and currently one of the most well-known schools of Dhaka. In a 
Committee meeting held on 27 November, 1973, the Chamber changed its earlier decision 
to make a monthly donation of Tk 250 to the school. Udayan School Authorities had 
requested the Chamber Committee to consider donating a lump sum so that the money 
might be utilized towards the extension of the school building which was needed to meet 
the great rush of students following liberation. The Committee decided that member-�irms 
be requested to contribute at the following rates: Ordinary Member Tk 500 and Associate 
Member Tk 125.406 

The Chamber made further donations to this school afterwards. In a meeting held on 
15 February, 1974, the Chamber Committee noted that it had made a total donation of Tk 
11,500. The Chamber President mentioned in a meeting that the authorities of the Udayan 
School had again approached him to consider giving some more �inancial assistance to help 
them complete the school building. The Committee then decided to donate Tk 10,000 more 
to Udayan School.407 In 1975, the Chamber again donated Tk 10,000 to the institution.408 

5.1.3 The Narayanganj Education Society: The Narayanganj Education Society was 
formed in 1956 under the Society Registration Act, 1860. The aim of the Society was to 
promote quality education among the people of Narayanganj regardless of caste, creed and 
religion. The �irst Executive Committee, consisting of 12 members, included Mr Hanif 
Adamjee of Adamjee Jute Mills Ltd, Mr Ahmad Dada, Mr AKI Abrehani of R Sim & Co. Ltd., 
Mr SL Husain, a banker, Mr JA Hume of Pakbay Co. Ltd., Mr GL Jain, a businessman, Dr AWF 
Rahman, a medical practitioner, Mr AKK Haque of Muslim Commercial Bank Ltd., Mr AG 
Jiwani of Bawa Jute Mills, Mr AK Chatarjee, a legal practitioner and Mr HA Ghani, a 
businessman. Most of them were members of DNCCI. When the Society appealed to the 
Chamber for donations the Chamber forwarded the appeal to its member-�irms so that they 
could contribute.409 

In 1960, the Chamber offered to nonate its Henderson Road land to the Education 
Society for the construction of a school building. However this was not possible due to legal 
complications.410 

5.1.4 Polytechnic Education in East Bengal: In 1953, the East Bengal Government 
appealed to the Chamber for a donation of Rs 7,20,000 for the development of the newly 
established Polytechnic at Tejgaon (Dacca) in East Bengal.411 The Chamber circulated this 
request to its member-�irms. In 1954, Mr A Khalilee, Secretary-Commerce, Labour 
Industries, inquired about the progress of the donation scheme412 and a sub-committee 
recommended a guideline for contributions. In the end, the Chamber managed to collect a 
good amount, which was then handed over to the Project Authority. The fund provided by 
the DNCCI was mainly used for the scholarships of Polytechnic students. In 1955, the 
Chamber received a reminder letter to provide a Stipend Fund for students of the Institute. 
The Chamber provided as many scholarships to the Polytechnic students as it could for 
three more years.413 

5.1.5 Chittagong Public School: In 1953, an appeal to the Chamber was made by Mr MM 
Ispahani to lend support to the construction and running of a public school being set up in 
Chittagong.414 Mr Ispahani, then Director of PIDC, suggested that jute press house owners 
and shippers could each contribute half an anna per bale on all pucca bales handled by 
them. The Chamber agreed in principle to help the Ispahani School but considered giving 
one anna per jute bale too high an amount.415 The Chamber, however, circulated the request 
and in the end a good sum was collected for this purpose.

5.1.6 Institute of Business Administration, University of Dhaka: University of Dhaka, 
with the help of the Ford Foundation, set up the Institute of Business Administration. Dr 
Olescanin, the �irst Adviser of this Institute, invited the Committee members of NCCI and 

they met him under the leadership of Mr YA Bawani, the then President of the Chamber. A 
two year course was started in that year with 35 students. The idea was to provide students 
with an education which would be different from traditional business education. Students 
would now be trained to hold senior positions in business and handle day to day as well 
as long-term �inancial and marketing problems. The Government provided a set up fund 

of Rs 30,000. NCCI took great interest in this project and was of the view that this would go 
a long way towards ful�illing the genuine need for trained senior executives in the province. 
The Chamber assured the Adviser, that it would do everything possible to make the 
Institute a success. After independence, MCCI continued to nominate members to IBA. MR 
Siddiqui (1979-80 and 1986-89), M Anis Ud Dowla (1982) and SH Kabir (1983-85) were 
thus nominated to its Academic Board.416 

5.1.7 Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund: The deed of the 
‘Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund’ was registered in 1979. 
Subsequently, the Fund was approved by the National Board of Revenue and it came into 
existence after the necessary formalities were complted, on 3 July, 1979.417 

5.1.8 Jamiat-Ul-Falah: The Committee considered a request for donation to the 
Jamiat-ul-Falah, a philanthropic organization entrusted with the setting up of an Islamic 
Research Centre, Welfare Complex and a mosque in Chittagong. The Committee considered 
the request and decided that Chamber members should donate generously to the Fund. The 
Chamber approached a number of selected member-�irms and arranged for a substantial 
donation to the Fund.418 

5.1.9 Eighth Pakistan Science Conference: The Chamber received an appeal from the “8th 
Pakistan Science Conference” for a donation to meet the costs of the conference, which was 
to be attended by distinguished scientists from abroad. The Committee considered that this 
was a cause worthy of support and a circular was issued to members recommending that 
they should contribute. In the Committee’s view, a donation of Rs 100 was considered 
reasonable and a recommendation to members was made accordingly.419 In 1968 and 1970, 
the Chamber contributed towards the expenses of the “All Pakistan Science Conference.”420 

The Chamber worked assiduously with schools, colleges, institutes, training 
companies, madrashas and other educational bodies (government and non-government) 
and assisted them in various ways. In January 1965, the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Pakistan (Dacca Region) asked the Chamber to contribute for the 

construction of their building.421 The Chamber agreed to do so and asked its member to 
donate a sum of Rs 100 each to this Institute. Apart from the above mentioned educational 
institutes, the Chamber extended its generous help to set up the Narayanganj HE School 
(1953), Trade Union Workers Training Institute (1955), Dacca Law College (1957), 
University Of�icers Training Corps. (UOTC) (1958), St. Joseph’s School, Dacca (1959), 
Narayanganj Senior Islamia Madrasha (1960), East Regional Laboratory Science High 
School (1968), and Narayanganj English Preparatory School (1968). Donations were made 
to St. Joseph’s School (1959) and Udayan School, Dacca (1957) for construction of their 
buildings and expansion of rooms. The Chamber also came forward to provide �inancial 
help for the East-Pakistan Educational Week and Pakistan History and Museum Conference 
(1953), and for an excursion tour undertaken by Tolaram College students to travel to West 
Pakistan in 1970.422 The Chamber also extended its help to Mr Harun-ur Rashid, a lecturer 
of the University of Chittagong for working on his PhD in Japan in 1977.423 

5.2 Health Sector
As a part of its benevolent work and social responsibility, the Metropolitan Chamber has 
always contributed handsomely to the health sector in this region. The Chamber made a 
noteworthy contribution to Victoria Hospital in Narayanganj in 1950s and Holy Family 
Hospital in Dhaka in the 1950s and 60s. 

5.2.1 Victoria Hospital: Victoria Hospital was the �irst hospital set up in Narayanganj. It 
was established in 1885 by the municipality with �inancial contributions from Harakanta 
Banerjee.424 Subsequently, it was handed over to the municipality. In 1939, the Chamber 
Committee extended its help for development of the Hospital. The Chamber received an 
appeal for donations for the maintenance and upkeep of the institution which was run on 
voluntary subscription.425 The donation made to Victoria Hospital was one of the much 
appreciated initiatives undertaken by the Chamber in the 1950s.426 

The Honorary Secretary of Victoria Hospital requested Narayanganj Chamber to 
provide �inancial help to it in 1950 and the Chamber did so. At the request of the Hospital 
Committee, member-�irms of the Chamber contributed to the Victoria Hospital’s ‘Poor 
Patient Fund’427 for a long time. To increase its assistance, the Chamber made an appeal to 

its member-�irms for voluntary subscriptions. A Women’s organization also approached 
the Chamber for donation to the female ward of Victoria Hospital.428 The Chamber referred 
its appeal to members. In a meeting held on 1 May 1951, the Chamber received a proposal  
from the Sub-Divisional Of�icer, Narayanganj to send a representative to the Hospital 
Committee so that member-�irms could continue their donations to the Hospital. The 
Chamber Committee accepted the offer and pointed out that most member-�irms were 
donating money to the Hospital on a regular basis.429 

In 1952, DNCC nominated Capt. EG Stevenson of Bangla-Assam Steamship Co. Ltd. and 
Mr CEC Guthrie of IGN & RSN Co. Ltd. to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the ‘Victoria Hospital 
Committee’.430 As per records, though Victoria Hospital was under the management of the 
Municipality, the management of this fund was under the disposal of the Hospital 
Committee. In 1956, the Chamber Committee decided that the balance of the fund would be 
donated to Holy Family Hospital on certain terms and conditions. In 1959, the SDO of 
Narayanganj again requested the Chamber to continue contributing to Victoria Hospital.

5.2.2 Dacca Ladies Club Poor Patients Fund: In response to a request from Dacca Ladies 
Club, in 1953, the Chamber contributed Rs 150 from its own fund and requested the 
Pakistan Jute Association to consider donating a similar amount for the Club’s “Poor 
Patients Fund”.431

5.2.3 Holy Family Hospital Scheme: In March 1953, the Chamber President Mr RWN 
Ferguson was approached by the sisters of Holy Family Hospital to contribute to the Holy 
Family Hospital Scheme. In response, the Chamber initiated a scheme for medical 
treatment of Chamber employees based on donations made to Holy Family Hospital.432 In 
order to implement the scheme, an Adhoc Committee was formed consisting of Mr AD 
Boldy and Mr AB Baike of the Chamber. In June 1953, the Chamber issued a circular in 
regard to donation policy and a sub-committee was assigned to draw up recommendations 
on donations and the medical scheme. Mr MM Ispahani, Mr Ferguson and Mr Boldy were 
members of the Sub Committee.433

DNCCI gave donations for the development of Holy Family Hospital in return for 
treatment facilities for Chamber staff. In 1956, the balance of the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ was 
handed over to Holy Family Hospital on condition that a certain number of beds would be 

reserved in the maternity wards for poor patients from Narayanganj who would be 
screened by the Fund managers and sent to Holy Family Hospital for free treatment 
through a Screening Committee.434 However, this idea was ultimately dropped as some 
donors balked at this system and since the government did not approve the transfer of the 
‘Poor Patient’s Fund’ to this hospital. In 1958, the Chamber Secretariat arranged for 
treatment of some of daily patients without prior appointment in the Hospital.435

In 1959, the Hospital Contact Committee of the Chamber consisted of Mrs. Conventry, 
Mr Naser-ud-Deen Khan and Mr Heald, who continued to meet once every month with the 
Holy Family Hospital authorities when matters raised by members of the scheme were 
discussed and reasons for complaints investigated. The Chamber tried to solve all problems 
through regular coordination with the Hospital administration, doctors and patients.436

In 1962, a few member-�irms complained about the services. The Chamber took note 
of the matter and discussed the issue in detail with the Hospital authority.437 In 1965, when 
Holy Family Hospital raised its fees, NCCI agreed to pay according to the revised rate. This 
arrangement with Holy Family Hospital continued till the 1960s.

5.2.4 Dacca Shishu Hospital: After liberation, the Chamber gave donations to the Shisu 
(Children) Hospital Project, Dacca in 1977. In a meeting held on 12 April 1977 with hospital 
authorities the Chamber supported the cause, nathing that Shishu Hospital was a unique 
project and that member-�irms of the Chamber would surely give it spontaneous 
support.438

5.2.5 Others: Apart from these medical schemes, the Chamber extended its support to 
many other health care programs and medical institutions. In the 1950s, for example, the 
Chamber made donations to the “Women’s Small Pox Prevention Committee”. The Chamber  
donated to the program for prevention of Blindness in East Bengal; it also donated to the 
Public Health Day observance events in 1958 and the Malaria Eradication Program. Upon a 
request of Dr Mohammed Ibrahim for construction of the Diabetic Clinic at Segunbagicha, 
NCCI and its member-�irms regularly contributed to the Diabetic Association of Pakistan 
from 1963 to 1965.439 In 1966, the Chamber gave donations to the fund set up for Disabled 
Air Force Personnel, injured during the 1965 war.

Apart from the Chamber making donations to health-related projects, member-�irms 
donated to the Health sector on their own. For instance, Mr MM Ispahani of the Ispahani 
Group established the Ispahani Eye Hospital at Dhaka while Mr RP Saha of Kumudini 
Welfare Trust of Bengal established the biggest private sector hospital in the country in the 
1960s, namely Kumudini Hospital at Mirzapur, Tangail.

5.3 Environment Sector
Presently, the Chamber has been making a signi�icant contribution to the environmental 
sector of Bangladesh. MCCI promoted ‘Environmental Management Program’ with the 
World Bank in 2000; it has taken a part in the campaign launched by the Daily Star for ‘clean 
rivers’ in 2009; and most importantly, it has introduced an Award on the Environment in 
2009.

5.3.1 Environmental Management Program: In response to a proposal from the World 
Bank’s Dhaka of�ice, the Chamber Committee agreed to join its Environmental Management 
Programme for the industrial sector. Under this program, 20 member-organizations of the 
Chamber were selected, whose employees were given training on Environmental 
Management Systems by World Bank experts.440

5.3.2 Discussion on ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’: The chamber is 
concerned about the impact of climate change and is aware that it is a critical issue for 
many countries, including Bangladesh. It thus organized a discussion meeting on 25 August 
2010 entitled ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’ where some members took part 
and exchanged views on the issue. Dr Aynun Nishat, Vice-Chancellor of BRAC University, 
and an eminent environmentalist, apprised members of the latest developments on the 
issue.441

5.3.3 Environmental Initiatives to Prevent Water Pollution: The Chamber associated 
itself with the campaign launched by Daily Star for clean rivers (Buriganga, Sitalakhya, and 
Turag) as part of its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). The committee noted that 
nearly 7500 industrial units have been polluting the three rivers around Dhaka city by 

discharging toxic waste, mainly, textile dyes, printing and washing chemicals and ef�luent 
waste of tanneries. The Committee felt, that MCCI’s association with the campaign would 
make the business community more sensitive to the issue of environmental degradation 
and induce business enterprises to introduce ef�luent treatment measures. Accordingly, a 
delegation from the Chamber called on the editor of the Daily Star on June 06, 2009, to 
articulate the chamber’s desire to support the campaign to mitigate the consequences of 
polluted river water.442 The editor and publisher of Daily Star Mr Mahfuz Anam expressed 
gratitude for MCCI’s support in favour of the campaign launched by Daily Star for clear 
rivers. The committee also recognized the need for sending invitations to other leading 
trade bodies to join with MCCI in expressing the business community’s solidarity with the 
campaign for clean rivers.443

As part its drive to support the Daily Star’s Clean Rivers Campaign, the Chamber 
organized a meeting with the heads of some major trade bodies and associations at the 
Chamber Building on 15 July 2009 to discuss the issue of environment pollution, 
particularly the pollution of the three rivers encircling Dhaka City and the role and 
responsibilities of the business community in this matter. As a follow up to the solidarity 
expressed for the clean rivers campaign, the Committee decided to invite Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, MP, Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Environment for the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee of the Ministry of Forest and Environment.444

5.3.4 Introducing Award on Environment: The Chamber continued its support towards 
environment protection and the clean river campaign initiated by the Daily Star in 2009. 
The Chamber Committee decided to grant three awards; two to deserving journalists in the 
print and electronic media for outstanding investigative reporting on the clear river 
campaign and one to an enterprise for having taken a commendable program on setting up 
an effective ef�luent treatment plant (ETP). A 5-member committee was set up for selecting 
deserving candidates.445 The award comprised a cash grant of Tk 1 lac;  on annual 
subscription to international magazines, reports and publications on environmental issues 
for a value of up to Tk 50 thousands to deserving journalists and conductors of TV 
programs, and a certi�icate with a crest to the deserving enterprise. The �irst Award 
Selection Committee was headed by Dr Akbar Ali Khan, former Adviser to the Caretaker 

Government. After a vigorous selection process, it selected Mr Pinaki Roy of the Daily Star 
as the best investigative journalist, Mr SM Babu of ATN Bangla as the best investigative 
conductor of TV program on environmental pollution, and Echotex Limited as the best 
enterprise for exemplary initiative undertaken for ef�luent treatment in 2009.446 The Award 
Selection Committee invited nominations of newspaper reports, TV programs, TV feature 
�ilms and commendable initiatives for different treatment and control of ef�luent discharge 
through newspaper advertisements and by issuing letters to TV channels, press clubs, 
editors of newspapers, trade bodies and associations and entrepreneurs. The �irst award 
giving ceremony was held on 2 June, 2010. As per the announcement made by MCCI, Mr 
Pinaki Roy and Mr SM Babu received Taka one lac each, annual subscriptions of 
international magazines, reports and publications up to Taka �ifty thousand, and an MCCI 
plaque. Echotex Limited also received an MCCI plaque as a special award.447

5.3.5 Roundtable on Environment and River Pollution: The Chamber organised a 
roundtable discussion among members of the business community, civil society, media, and 
policy makers at the Chamber’s Conference Hall on 26 July, 2009. Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, Hon’ble Member of the Parliament and Chairman of the Environment 
Sub-Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Environment and Forests, 
was present in the session as the Chief Guest. Other members of Parliament, presidents and 
chairmen of leading trade bodies, the editor of the Daily Star, members of the business 
community, media professionals and past presidents of the Chamber were present and 
took part in the discussion that focused on the respective roles and responsibilities of the 
business community and the government in mitigating environmental challenges. The 
Chamber expressed its commitment to spontaneously support any national program on 
environmental issues, particularly for saving rivers based on the historic 11-point directive 
of the High Court issued on 25 June, 2009. The role of the media, particularly, that of Daily 
Star, was praised, for developing public awareness on the environment. The Honourable 
members of Parliament present commended the role of the Chamber, and thanked it for 
organizing such an event.448

444 Annual Report of the MCCI: Dhaka, 2009, p. 41.
445 Annual Report of the MCCI: Dhaka, 2009-10, p. 23.

MCCI’s Award Giving Ceremony, June 2, 2010



MCCI : A Journey 153

Bengal Chamber of Commerce (BCC) situated in Kolkata. In addition to the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce, the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce also sent representatives to 
government bodies through their nominations to boards, committees and councils. 

In the second phase (1950-52), the Chamber continued to have representation in 
government and non-government bodies, advisory committees and councils. The Chamber 
representation to Employers Association (MM Ispahani, 1951),325 East Bengal Board of 
Industries (JWE Berry, 1952),326 Foreign Trade Development Council (A Jalil, 1951),327 Jute 
Brokers Association (1951),328 and Narayanganj Municipality (1952)329 are some examples.

The DNCCI Phase (1952-59) saw the Chamber make nearly 35 representations to 
various committees or organizations.330 In this phase, most importantly, the Chamber 
offered representations in educational institutions as well as government and non- 
government bodies and committees such as the Board of Governors, Viqarunnissa Noon 
School (MM Ispahani, 1956, 1957),331 Court of the University of Dhaka (MM Ispahani, 1956, 
AA Kahlon, 1957),332 and the Government College of Commerce, Chittagong (MM Ispahani, 
1953).333 

In the NCCI Phase (1959-79), the Chamber was represented in 90 committees or 
organizations of government, semi- government and autonomous institutions.334 From this 
number, it can be easily seen how the Chamber became the biggest representative trade 
organization of the country. From this phase onwards its representational function 
became an integral part of the Chamber’s work. Along with public ones, the Chamber got 
involved in numerous bodies, councils and committees of non- government and 
autonomous institutions. Some new and noteworthy representations in this phase were in 
the Central Advisory Council for the Ministry of Commerce (YA Bawany, 1965, M Ilahi & 
Rashid Ahmed, 1969, M Ilahi, 1968),335 Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce & 

Foreign Trade (FK Ghuznavi, 1968, 1975),336 Dacca-Narayanganj Electricity Advisory 
Committee (M Ilahi, 1963, 1969),337 Import Advisory Committee of the Chief Controller of 
Imports & Exports (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),338 Management Board for Abandoned 
Properties for Dacca City and Adjoining Areas (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1975),339 Narayanganj 
Town Development Committee (MA Sattar, 1977),340 Bangladesh Industrial Facilities Board 
(ASF Rahman, 1979),341 and the District Committee for Organizing Cottage and Small 
Industries (Mohsen Ali, 1977, ASF Rahman, 1979).342

In 1979, the Chamber was renamed the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Dhaka (MCCI, Dhaka). The MCCI phase is divided into two parts. In the �irst part 
of this phase (1979-1999), the Chamber continued to help build up a strong economic 
base for the country and was represented in important public bodies as well as 
autonomous committees and organizations. At least 65 such representations were made343 

by the Chamber and it worked successfully to give suggestions and offer its views in these 
bodies, committees and organizations. Some selected important examples of 
representations of this phase are as follows: Advisory Committee to the Commissioners of 
Taxes (K Kamrul Hoda, 1979; KA Huque, 1985, 1990, 1997, 1999),344 Advisory Committee 
for Securities and Exchange Commission (Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),345 Bangladesh Bank’s Co-ordinations Committee (SH Kabir, 1979; Rashid-ul Hasan, 
1985; AKM Ghaffar, 1990),346 Consultative Committee for the National Board of Revenue 
(MR Siddqi, 1985; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1990; Samson H Chowdhury, 1997; Mahbub Jamil, 
1999),347 Training & Employment of Advisory Committee of Dacca Polytechnic Institute 
(FK Ghuznavi, 1978-79),348 Institute of Business Administration, Dhaka University (M Anis 
Ud Dowla, 1982; SH Kabir, MR Siddiqi, 1978-79),349 Inter-Ministerial Committee on Labour 

(FK Ghuznavi, 1979, 1985; Laila Rahman Kabir, 1997, 1999),350 and National Consultative 
Committee on Power (M Anis Ud Dowla, 1979; Syed Manzur Elahi, 1985; SA Azim, 1990; 
Azimur Rahman, 1997).351

In the new millennium the Chamber’s representational functions have become even 
more important than in earlier years. It now has more representations in public bodies, 
advisory committees, advisory boards and advisory councils; consultative committees of 
various ministries; trade organizations; �inancial institutions; various commissions and 
enquiries; urbanization and town development bodies; ports and ICD; the health sector; 
educational and other institutions. Some selected important representations of this current 
phase have been as follows: Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles (MA Awal, 
2002, Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2008, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2008, 2013),352 Advisory 
Committee for Securities and Exchange Commission (Abdul Ha�iz Chowdhury, 2002, 2004, 
2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Nihad Kabir, 2013),353 Consultative Committee to the Ministry 
of Commerce (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin Ahmed, 2004, Latifur rahman, 2008, 
Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),354 Jute & Textile Council of the 
Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (AK Shamsuddin, 2002, Kamran T Rahman, 
2008, 2010),355 National Committee on Exports (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013),356 
National Council for Industrial Development, NCID (Tapan Chowdhury, 2002, Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, 2004, Latifur Rahman, 2008, Anis Ud Dowla, 2010, Rokia Afzal Rahman, 2013) .357

As was mentioned earlier, almost all leading industrial organizations in the private 
and public sectors are at present members of the Chamber and Chamber representatives 
have been playing signi�icant roles in decision and policy-making in almost all public and 
private bodies, committees and councils of Bangladesh. In serving business responsibly in 
its 110 years history, the Metropolitan Chamber has given representations to over a 
hundred government, non-government, semi-government and autonomous committees 
and organizations. 

Representations in Public Bodies: The Chamber’s representations to public advisory 
committees, advisory boards and advisory councils have been regular features in the 
post-partition phase of the Chamber’s existence. Chamber members have been nominated 

to such bodies regularly and have worked there conscientiously. For example, its 
representations to the East Bengal Board of Industries and the East Bengal Labour 
Advisory Board continued till the middle of the 1950s. In addition, the Chamber also had 
representations in the Narayanganj Municipality; Associated Chamber of Commerce of 
Pakistan; Pakistan Tea Board and Pakistan Tea Licensing Committee. In 1953, two of the 
Chamber representatives were nominated for the Regional Employment Advisory 
Committee for East Bengal. In the same year the then President of the Chamber, Mr A Jalil, 
became a member of the Executive Committee of the Governor’s Refugee Relief Fund.358 In 
the Pakistan Tea Board, the former Chamber President Mr MM Ispahani was active for a 
couple of years as a member of the Tea Board.359 Mr DS Jamal was re-nominated as the 
Chamber’s representative on the East Bengal Railway Advisory Committee after 
completing his two years in 1955.360 In a meeting held on 13 September 1977, the 
Chamber’s representatives on the Panel of Advisers for Private Sector Industries 
constituted by the Planning Commission were chosen. Mr M Anis Ud Dowla and Mr Zeaul 
Huq were selected for two years to represent NCCI in the committee.361

Representations in Educational Institutions: Chamber members were represented in 
various educational and professional institutions of government, semi- government, or 

autonomous bodies. In 1956 and 1957, the Chamber nominated Mr MM Ispahani and Mr 
AA Kahlon to the Court of the University of Dhaka.362 In 1977, the Dean of the Faculty of 
Commerce, University of Dhaka, informed the Chamber that Mr Rashid Ahmed had 
completed his two years tenure and a replacement would be considered on expiry of the 
term.363 This is evidence of the Chamber’s continued representation in the Commerce 
Faculty of the University of Dhaka in that period. 

Representations in Consultative Committees of Ministries: Representations to 
consultative committees of various ministries constitute an important activity of the 
Chamber. Since its NCCI phase (1959-1979), the Chamber has been working with 
numerous ministerial committees. The Ministry of Commerce, Commerce and Foreign 
Trade, Commerce and Industry, Communication and Textile are where the Chamber is 
represented most actively on a regular basis. Mr M Ahad and Mr MH Adamjee represented 
it in an Advisory Council of the Ministry of Commerce in 1963.364 Mr FK Ghuznavi 
represented the Chamber in the Advisory Council for Ministry of Commerce and Foreign 
Trade in 1968 and 1975.365 The Chamber was represented in the Advisory Council for 
Ministry of Commerce (Central) by Mr YA Bawany, Mr M Ilahi and Mr Rashid Ahmed in the 
1960s.366 In the MCCI phase, representations in the ministries became even more 
signi�icant. Mr Mostaque Ahmed Siddique and Mr MA Awal represented the Chamber in the 
Advisory Committee for the Ministry of Textiles in 1997 and 1999.367 Consultative 
Committee to the Ministry of Jute & Textiles, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of 
Industries, Consultative Committee to the Ministry of Commerce, Consultative Committee 
to the Ministry of Communications are a few bodies in this phase where Mr Syed Mohsen 
Ali, Mr SH Kabir, Mr Syed Manzur Elahi, Mr Samson H Chowdhury, Mr Mahbub Jamil, Mr MA 
Sattar MP, and Mr MH Khan represented the Chamber and contributed signi�icantly to 
proceedings.368 

Representations in Trade Organizations/Associations: The Chamber became a member 
of the Associated Chamber of Commerce of India (ASSOCHAM) sometime in 1930s and 
continued to be a member till 1947. It received membership in the Associated Chamber of 
Commerce of Pakistan (ASSOCHAP) in 1960s. The Chamber sent representatives to the 
Federation of Chambers of Commerce of the British Empire in 1950,369 to the Federation of 
Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry in 1968,370 and to the Federation of 
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) in 1975.371 The MCCI, Dhaka, is 
still a member of FBCCI and the two organizations have been working together for the 
betterment of trade and commerce in Bangladesh. The Chamber’s members were 
represented in the Pakistan National Committee of International Chamber of Commerce,372 

as well as the Federation of Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan. In addition, the Chamber 
was represented in many other trade organizations and associations. In the 1950s the 

Chamber sent representatives to the Jute Brokers Association373 and the East Bengal Jute 
Dealers Association. The Chamber had representations in export and import-related 
organizations such as the National Export Council, the Export Promotion Council etc. Given 
below is a list of some organizations where the Chamber was represented.

Representations in Financial Institutions: The Chamber has also been represented in 
various �inancial institutions such as stock exchanges, banks and insurance companies. In 
its DNCC phase, Chamber representatives played active roles in the Pakistan Insurance 
Corporation (1951). In the MCCI, Dhaka phase, Mr Samson H Chowdhury (1997) and 

Mahbub Jamil (1999) were actively engaged in working with the Advisory Committee for 
the Securities and Exchange Commission.374 Mr SH Kabir (1978-79), Mr Rashid Ul Hasan 
(1985), and AKM Ghaffar (1990) represented the Chamber in Bangladesh Bank’s 
Co-ordinations Committee.375 

Representations in Commissions and Enquiries: The Chamber’s representations in 
committees of various commissions and enquiries formed by the government have also 
been important in terms of its representational functions. The earliest representations of 
the Chamber on Commissions and Enquiry Committees are Land Reforms Commission 
(1940), Economic Appraisal and Development Enquiry Committee (1952), Commodity 
Price Commission (1952) etc. Other such bodies where the Chamber has been represented 
are listed below: 

Representations in Urbanization and Town Development Bodies: The Chamber has 
nominated its members to different committees constituted for Narayanganj and Dhaka 
Improvement Trust and development bodies. They have played an important role in town 
development. One of the earliest example of representations in such bodies is to be found 
in the workings of the Narayanganj Municipality.376 

Representations in Ports and ICD: The Chamber’s participation and representation in 
committees on Ports and ICD (Internal Container Depot) formed by the government have 
also been very important in terms of its representational functions. The Chamber 
contributed actively to such bodies by nominating members for representation of its 
interests in them. Some of the earliest representations have been in bodies such as the 
Chittagong Port Authority (1959),377 Chalna Anchorage Advisory Committee (1959)378 and 
Chittagong Port Advisory Committee (1984)379. The Chamber has been regularly 
represented in these bodies since then.

Representations in Health Sector: The Chamber had contributed signi�icantly to the 
health sector of the region in general and Bangladesh in particular through its 
representatives in these bodies, councils or committees of the health sector and hospitals. 
In the NCC and DNCC phase, the Chamber nominated two members to the Managing 
Committee of the Victoria Hospital of Narayanganj in 1951.380 In 1952, the DNCC nominated 
Mr EG Stevenson and Mr CEC Guthrie to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the Victoria Hospital 
Committee.381 

Representations in Various Government and Other Committees: Representations of the 
Chamber in government and others non-government and semi-government committees 
have also been very important for it. Some examples of such representations are given 
below: 

The above list clearly indicates the contribution the Chamber has made to the eastern 
part of Bengal as a whole and to Bangladesh in particular. Representations in these sectors 
have facilitated regular dialogue with government, provided scope for advocacy, and 
allowed it to offer feedback on policies and legislation affecting business practices as well 
as to serve on statutory boards and government committees to help formulate policy 
guidelines and set standards that have contributed to the business climate and enhanced 
members’ competitiveness.

4.5 Publications
The Chamber has been publishing journals which are quite distinctive and have been 
well-appreciated at home and abroad. Circulars and bulletins issued at periodic intervals 
are supplied to members by the Chamber free of charge. Providing details of government 
and semi-governments noti�ications; reporting on the impact of legislation; judicial 
decisions in respect of business matters of general interest or signi�icance; publicizing 
trade inquiries and trade and business opportunities; providing information about new 
technologies and opportunities for technology transfer, areas of collaboration, investment 
trends, economic indicators, comparative data and analysis of such data, important events 
within the country and overseas, trade fairs and exhibition of special importance, visiting 
missions and dignitaries; reporting on important activities involving members and other 
similar information have made these publications useful and desirable.

Publications are an essential function of the Chamber and a service it offers to its 
members and the nation. Through its publications, the Chamber attempts to collect and 
disseminate information on business, including export, import, investment and tax 
regulations. The Chamber usually collects government circulars, notices, and statistical 
data from government and other bodies and disseminates information relating to trade, 
commerce and industry among members. It also prepares ‘Position Papers’ on various 
issues and circulates the Chamber’s decisions to its members, the society and the nation. As 
such, its publications have been playing a signi�icant role in the growth and development of 
trade and commerce in the land. The Chamber has various publications and they are 
published regularly. Some publications of the Chamber are Chamber News, Annual Report, 
the Summary of Taxation Rules, Quarterly Review, Tax News, Chamber Bulletin, Telephone 
Directory and the Diamond Jubilee Celebration Volume. In the millennium phase (2000 
onwards), the Chamber entered the digital world and information about it is available on 
the website of MCCI.382 

Research Cell and Preparation of Position Papers: Some major functions of the cell are: 
collecting data on trade and commerce ; maintaining a data-base and evaluating economic 
growth; compiling and analyzing monthly �igures of production in major industries, cost of 
living index, monthly �igures on import and export, and analyzing trends, policy reviews 
and evaluation; examining the budget of the country; preparing the Chamber’s budget 
proposals, and compiling and publishing periodicals. 

The Chamber usually offers its views and ideas on different issues relating to trade, 
investment and macroeconomic policies based on its research counterparts. Research and 
analytical studies are key tools in coming up with information necessary to provide policy 
and advocacy support to the government and to members. MCCI has the capacity to 
conduct qualitative and quantitative research. From time to time, the Chamber conducts 
joint studies and organizes events such as seminars and conferences with government and 
leading research organizations at home and abroad.383 Its regular publications re�lect the 
views and particular position of the Chamber on any number of issues.

For preparing position papers professionally, the research cell of the Chamber makes 
use of the best and most recent data relating to the issue at hand and presents an analysis 
of the relevant data. The analysis provided often indicates how business interests are being 
hurt by existing or proposed regulatory and tax structures and what measures should be 
adopted to relieve the business community in order to promote business development. The 
papers are the basis of the Chamber’s lobbying activities and position on issues 
disseminated through publications in the periodicals of the Chamber.

Regular Publications

Annual Report: The earliest and 
foremost publication of the 
Chamber is its Annual Report. 
This has been in regular 
publication since 1904. Due to 
political turmoil in Bengal 
(1903-08), the First and Second 
World War (1914-19, 1939-45), 
the Great Economic Depression 
(1930s), the Great Bengal 
Famine (1943), Partition of India 
(1947), Natural calamities and 
the War of Independence (1971), 
very few of these reports survive. However, Annual Reports published since 1954 are still 
available. These have become valuable records of the economic development of the region. 

All Reports contain important statistical data covering different aspects of the Country’s 
economic activities, along with other valuable information.

Chamber News is a monthly publication. It 
contains mainly information on recent national 
and international economic events, news about 
Chamber members, country pro�iles, Chamber 
matters, updates on new products, statistical 
overviews of different aspects, articles, news 
briefs on national and international business, 
trade enquiries and business proposals, 
review-related matters etc. Chamber News was 
�irst published in 1977. From 1978, this 
monthly News has been published with the help 
of advertisements provided by member-�irms. 
In the millennium phase, digital technologies 
have been adapted in the make-up and get-up 
process and Chamber News has now got an 
attractive look. This publication has earned 
both national and international reputation as one of the leading economic magazines of the 
region. This in-house magazine is distributed primarily to its members but because of its 
high quality and acceptability, it is also distributed amongst government departments, 

diplomatic missions, Bangladesh missions 
abroad, international economic agencies and 
research institutions at home and abroad. 

Quarterly Review: This is an important 
quarterly publication of the Chamber that 
focuses on the economic situation of 
Bangladesh and highlights performances in 
different macro economic sectors connected 
with trade and industry. It publishes interviews 
of leading entrepreneurs and is aimed at 
building con�idence among businessmen and 
members of the Chamber. The Quarterly Review 
has earned recognition as a quality business 
magazine. 

Bangladesh Economy: The Chamber’s Research Cell prepares a booklet named Bangladesh 
Economy for its members as well as general readers. Every aspect of the Bangladesh 
economy as well as the economic performance of the Country in a �iscal year is covered in 

it. Business growth, agriculture, industry, 
services, investment and saving, monetary 
development, export-import, balance of 
payments, remittance, foreign aid, foreign 
direct investment, foreign exchange reserves, 
the National Budget and new investments are 
some of the topics featured in Bangladesh 
Economy. 

Summary of Taxation Rules: This is a yearly 
publication of the Chamber. It is published 
after the announcement of the Government’s 
Annual Budget. Through the Summary of 
Taxation Rules, the Chamber attempts to 
explain the requirements of the laws in the 
�ield of income tax, customs and excise duties 

and other taxes mentioned in the Budget. 

Telephone Directory: Another yearly publication of the Chamber is Telephone Guide. This 
useful publication of the Chamber compiles 
telephone numbers of important government 
of�icials, diplomatic missions, �inancial 
institutions, trade bodies, stock exchange etc. 
In this Guide, telephone numbers of members 
of the Chamber Committee, Chamber 
Secretariat and Bangladesh Employers 
Federation are included. Important phone 
numbers of semi-government, 
non-government departments and leading 
autonomous organizations are also included 
in this directory. 

Major Economic Indicators of Bangladesh is 
prepared by the Economic Research Cell of 
MCCI. Population and mainly macroeconomic 

aspects, including details of GDP, growth, per capita GDP, agriculture, industry etc. of 
Bangladesh are included in the publication. The major economic indicators of Bangladesh 
are updated annually through this publication.

Occasional Publications
The Diamond Jubilee Publication was brought out in 1979 to commemorate 75 years of the 
Chamber. On that occasion, the Chamber published not only the Annual Report of 1978-79 
as its Diamond Jubilee Year, 1904-1979, but also a particular section separately titled 
Chamber’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration, 1904-1979. in 1987, the Chamber published 
“Industry in Bangladesh” jointly with the Ministry of Industries, Government of 
Bangladesh, and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).384

Contact with the Media
The Metropolitan Chamber maintains close contact with the press and electronic media in 
order to:

•  Disseminate information to the public; 

•  Create public opinion against any changes in government policy which adversely affects 
the interests of the business community;

•  Publicize the activities of the Chamber;
•  Provide instant reaction to a public policy or decision;
•  Provide publicity for any offer of training programs, workshops, seminars and for trade 

delegations; 
•  Circulate news on changes in the chamber e.g. new of�ice bearers; 

• Create public opinion against political activity that disrupts business and commerce.

Initially the Chamber would issue press releases irregularly to articulate its concerns 
on the proposed budget by the government. But from the phase of MCCI, Dhaka (1979-99), 
it started issuing press releases on a regular basis to articulate its concerns not only on the 
proposed budget but also on signi�icant events relating to politics and the economy of the 
country. To create a better socio-political environment, the Chamber urged political parties 
to lower the frequency of hartals and strikes. The Chamber, along with, other leading trade 
bodies of the country, jointly issued press releases to condemn hartals and urged exploring 
alternate means of expressing political differences.

In the Millennium phase, the Chamber continues to issue public statements and press 
releases to articulate its concerns and convey its stand-point to the public on nationally and 
internationally important issues. In this phase, the Chamber has also begun to issue joint 
statements with BGMEA, DCCI, CCCI, FICCI, BTMA, FBCCI and other important trade bodies 
in Bangladesh so that the voice raised by the businessmen is united, powerful and more 
effective than before. Some selected press releases are reproduced from the Annual Reports 
of the Chamber in the Appendices Section. See appendix 22.

4.6 Communication Development
The Chamber operated a courier service from Dhaka to Chittagong and Khulna, from the 
early 1950s. Urgent commercial mail and important documents were collected from 
member-�irms and dispatched by air through this service. The Chamber introduced its 
courier service at the beginning of its DNCC phase.385 Subsequently, the Chamber operated 
its courier service from Dhaka to other parts of the country as well.386 With the advent of 
private courier services, the Chamber discontinued its courier service in 1989. 

The Chamber also offened Telex Service to member-�irms at an earlier period. This 
service helped disseminate urgent messages, like international tenders. It was available for 
member-�irms.387 

During the DNCCI and NCCI phases, the Chamber gave great emphasis on the 
communication sector. It dealt with frequent complaints regarding communication, 
including posts and telegraph, teleprinter services, postal deliveries, communications 
between East and West Pakistan, local telephone charges, railway transport, inland water 
transport and so on.388 For inter-wing shipping communication, the Chamber worked to 
ease problems relating to coastal shipping.389 

For the Teleprinter service, endeavor was made from 1955 onwards for the 
installation of a teleprinter in the Chamber for use of members.390 The Chamber worked 
hard to increase the Trunk Calls circuits between Dacca and Khulna via Kushtia.391 

The Chamber used to assist individual members with telephone service in the 
1960s.392 At that time, the Chamber was greatly concerned about the condition of the 
Dacca-Narayanganj Road. It eventually contributed to the reconstruction of the road.393 

Because of technological developments in communication and other developments, 
the Chamber now does not need to offer these services.

4.7 Annual General Meeting (AGM)
The Chamber organizes its Annual General Meeting (AGM) every December or at another 
convenient time. 

During the pre-liberation period of Bangladesh, the Chief Minister or Governor of East 
Bengal, East Pakistan’s Governor, and sometimes the Governor-General of Pakistan, would 
grace AGMs as the chief guest, which were followed by dinner. During the NCCI phase, 
Chamber’s AGMs were graced by the Governor-General of Pakistan or the Chief Minister of 

East Bengal or the Governor of East Pakistan. In 1953, the Governor General of Pakistan 
Ghulam Muhammed was present as a Chief Guest at the AGM of the Chamber. He accepted 
the invitation to open the new Chamber Building.394 AK Fazlul Haq, Governor of East Bengal, 
addressed the Chamber as the Chief Guest in 1956.394a A large number of dignitaries were 
also invited to be present at the AGM session in this phase. Among them were Mr G David 
(Deputy High Commissioner of UK in East Pakistan) and Mr Goro Tsukamoto (Consul for 
Japan in East Pakistan) who were present in 1956.395 In this phase, Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, HS Suhrawardy, was invited as the Chief Guest but was unable to accept the 
invitation due to other preoccupations.396 

In the �irst part of its NCCI phase, governors of East Pakistan would be regularly 
present at AGMs. Mr Zakir Hossain, the Governor of East Pakistan, addressed the Chamber 
in 1959 and Mr Azam Khan, Governor of East Pakistan in 1960. Mr Abdul Monem Khan 
attended the Chamber AGM on four occasions in the 1960s.397 During this phase 
distinguished guests from Diplomatic Corps, government departments, and trade and 
industry would attend the session. In the Presidential Address the President would talk 
about the overall situation of the country, especially economic challenges that were to be 

overcome. It also covered a wide range of subjects, both national and international. The 
Governor in his address discuss issues raised by the Chamber President.398 

In independent Bangladesh, the Chamber came out of its practice of inviting a Chief 
Guest at the main session of the Annual General Meeting. Instead, the Chief Guest would 
now be invited only to its dinner or luncheon sessions. In 1972, Mr AR Siddiqi, Minister for 
Trade and Commerce, was the �irst such Chief Guest in independent Bangladesh.399 In a 
meeting held in 1974, the Chamber Committee decided that no Chief Guest would 
henceforth be invited to the AGM of the Chamber.400

            THE CHAMBER AND THE NATION

The activities of the Metropolitan Chamber are evidence of its concern not only for the 
interest and well-being of its members, but also for the social and humanitarian causes, 
bene�itting the nation over the decades. Since its inception, the Chamber has stood by the 
people of Bangladesh and has contributed to the establishment of sectors such as 
education, health and environment.

Encouraging members to take part in social and humanitarian services is one of the 
primary objectives of MCCI. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) has always been an 
important focus of the Chamber. In fact, a sub-committee, named ‘Corporate Governance 
and CSR’, has been working actively to this end from 2010. This sub-committee was formed 
to serve the nation in all possible ways and was not con�ined to trade and business-related 
activities. Over the years, the Chamber has rendered many services to the nation by 
contributing �inancially as well as helping otherwise as part of its social and humanitarian 
commitment to the nation. CSR has become an integral part of the Chamber’s mission. 

The Metropolitan Chamber has been playing a leading role primarily to help in the 
economic progress of the country. But, it is aware that such progress depends on taking 
comprehensive and sustainable initiatives elsewhere and these involve making 
contributions to the nation on social and humanitarian fronts. The Chamber has 
contributed immensely to public sectors such as, education and health and has earned a 
solid reputation thereby. It has taken some notable initiatives on environmental issues and 
these are going to be highlighted in this chapter along with the Chamber’s involvement in 
other CSR issues.

5.1 Education Sector
As a part of the benevolent work and social responsibility that it sees as integral to its 
mission, the Metropolitan Chamber has contributed signi�icantly to the education sector of 
the eastern part of Bengal and Bangladesh over the decades. However, because of the 
paucity of sources, the complete picture of Chamber’s philanthropic activities in its NCC 
phase (1904-1950) could not be fully presented. 

It can be inferred though, that the Chamber had some sort of connection to the 
establishment of Narayanganj High School (1885) and Morgan Girls School (1910) in its 
�irst phase. In fact, these two educational institutions were established with the �inancial 
help of some merchants of Narayanganj who were believed to be actively involved in the 
formation of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Narayanganj High School was an 
English medium school. It became a middle school in 1876 and �inally a high school in 1885. 
The school was located on the bank of the Sitalakhya near Netaiganj from 1885 to 1907. 
After 1907, this school received donations from NCC on many occasions and gradually 
became a reputed institution of the area. From 1922 to 1948 the reputation of this 
institution spread far and wide. 

In 1937, when Narayanganj Women’s College was established, local merchants were 
approached for �inancial assistance. Mr RP Saha, the eminent philanthropist and merchant 
of Narayanganj, made a signi�icant contribution to the college. In the 1940s, this college 
became Tolaram Women College. Madanlal Saragi, son of Tolaram Saragi, donated a sum of 
Rs 25 thousand to the College for its development. Tolaram Company was a Marwari �irm 
in Narayanganj and a prominent member of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. Not 
only Mr Tolaram, but other merchants of the city associated with NCC, also extended their 
help to the college on various occasions.

5.1.1 Viqarunnisa Noon School: In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon School was established in 
Dhaka by Lady Noon, the wife of Mr Feroj Khan Noon, Governor of East Bengal. The 
Chamber had an important role to play in establishing the school, though economically the 
Chamber was going through a dif�icult time.401 The school began functioning in Bailey Road, 
initially as a preparatory school. In 1952, Viqarunnisa Noon appealed to well-to-do people 
including the Chamber of Commerce for �inancial help. Mr AR Faridi, the Chamber 
President at the time, received a letter of appeal for funds of a school which was to be built 
along the lines of an English Public School to accommodate approximately 700 pupils to be 
instructed with the help of well-quali�ied staff. 

In June 1952, the Chamber received a letter from the District Magistrate of Dacca 
mentioning the donation of Rs 10,000 by the Burmah Oil Co. Ltd. towards the school. 
Meanwhile, MM Ispahani and AD Boldy agreed to organize a proper campaign to collect 
funds for the school.402 

In January and February, 1953, the Chamber circulated an appeal to its members and 
collected Rs 28,500. This sum was donated to the school fund.403 The Chamber continued its 
efforts to come up with a substantial donation. Subsequently, Lady Noon corresponded 
once more with the Chamber. Members of the Chamber and af�iliated Associations 
contributed Rs 61,750/- to Viqarun Nisa Girls School.404 In 1953, the Chamber President Mr 
RWN Ferguson was appointed as a member of the Governing Body of the School.405 Later, Mr 
MM Ispahani was also nominated to the Governing Body of the school.

5.1.2 Udayan Bidyalay: Presently known as Udayan Higher Secondary School Dhaka, this 
private higher secondary school was established in 1955 by the University of Dhaka. It is a 
co-educational institution and currently one of the most well-known schools of Dhaka. In a 
Committee meeting held on 27 November, 1973, the Chamber changed its earlier decision 
to make a monthly donation of Tk 250 to the school. Udayan School Authorities had 
requested the Chamber Committee to consider donating a lump sum so that the money 
might be utilized towards the extension of the school building which was needed to meet 
the great rush of students following liberation. The Committee decided that member-�irms 
be requested to contribute at the following rates: Ordinary Member Tk 500 and Associate 
Member Tk 125.406 

The Chamber made further donations to this school afterwards. In a meeting held on 
15 February, 1974, the Chamber Committee noted that it had made a total donation of Tk 
11,500. The Chamber President mentioned in a meeting that the authorities of the Udayan 
School had again approached him to consider giving some more �inancial assistance to help 
them complete the school building. The Committee then decided to donate Tk 10,000 more 
to Udayan School.407 In 1975, the Chamber again donated Tk 10,000 to the institution.408 

5.1.3 The Narayanganj Education Society: The Narayanganj Education Society was 
formed in 1956 under the Society Registration Act, 1860. The aim of the Society was to 
promote quality education among the people of Narayanganj regardless of caste, creed and 
religion. The �irst Executive Committee, consisting of 12 members, included Mr Hanif 
Adamjee of Adamjee Jute Mills Ltd, Mr Ahmad Dada, Mr AKI Abrehani of R Sim & Co. Ltd., 
Mr SL Husain, a banker, Mr JA Hume of Pakbay Co. Ltd., Mr GL Jain, a businessman, Dr AWF 
Rahman, a medical practitioner, Mr AKK Haque of Muslim Commercial Bank Ltd., Mr AG 
Jiwani of Bawa Jute Mills, Mr AK Chatarjee, a legal practitioner and Mr HA Ghani, a 
businessman. Most of them were members of DNCCI. When the Society appealed to the 
Chamber for donations the Chamber forwarded the appeal to its member-�irms so that they 
could contribute.409 

In 1960, the Chamber offered to nonate its Henderson Road land to the Education 
Society for the construction of a school building. However this was not possible due to legal 
complications.410 

5.1.4 Polytechnic Education in East Bengal: In 1953, the East Bengal Government 
appealed to the Chamber for a donation of Rs 7,20,000 for the development of the newly 
established Polytechnic at Tejgaon (Dacca) in East Bengal.411 The Chamber circulated this 
request to its member-�irms. In 1954, Mr A Khalilee, Secretary-Commerce, Labour 
Industries, inquired about the progress of the donation scheme412 and a sub-committee 
recommended a guideline for contributions. In the end, the Chamber managed to collect a 
good amount, which was then handed over to the Project Authority. The fund provided by 
the DNCCI was mainly used for the scholarships of Polytechnic students. In 1955, the 
Chamber received a reminder letter to provide a Stipend Fund for students of the Institute. 
The Chamber provided as many scholarships to the Polytechnic students as it could for 
three more years.413 

5.1.5 Chittagong Public School: In 1953, an appeal to the Chamber was made by Mr MM 
Ispahani to lend support to the construction and running of a public school being set up in 
Chittagong.414 Mr Ispahani, then Director of PIDC, suggested that jute press house owners 
and shippers could each contribute half an anna per bale on all pucca bales handled by 
them. The Chamber agreed in principle to help the Ispahani School but considered giving 
one anna per jute bale too high an amount.415 The Chamber, however, circulated the request 
and in the end a good sum was collected for this purpose.

5.1.6 Institute of Business Administration, University of Dhaka: University of Dhaka, 
with the help of the Ford Foundation, set up the Institute of Business Administration. Dr 
Olescanin, the �irst Adviser of this Institute, invited the Committee members of NCCI and 

they met him under the leadership of Mr YA Bawani, the then President of the Chamber. A 
two year course was started in that year with 35 students. The idea was to provide students 
with an education which would be different from traditional business education. Students 
would now be trained to hold senior positions in business and handle day to day as well 
as long-term �inancial and marketing problems. The Government provided a set up fund 

of Rs 30,000. NCCI took great interest in this project and was of the view that this would go 
a long way towards ful�illing the genuine need for trained senior executives in the province. 
The Chamber assured the Adviser, that it would do everything possible to make the 
Institute a success. After independence, MCCI continued to nominate members to IBA. MR 
Siddiqui (1979-80 and 1986-89), M Anis Ud Dowla (1982) and SH Kabir (1983-85) were 
thus nominated to its Academic Board.416 

5.1.7 Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund: The deed of the 
‘Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent and Scholarship Fund’ was registered in 1979. 
Subsequently, the Fund was approved by the National Board of Revenue and it came into 
existence after the necessary formalities were complted, on 3 July, 1979.417 

5.1.8 Jamiat-Ul-Falah: The Committee considered a request for donation to the 
Jamiat-ul-Falah, a philanthropic organization entrusted with the setting up of an Islamic 
Research Centre, Welfare Complex and a mosque in Chittagong. The Committee considered 
the request and decided that Chamber members should donate generously to the Fund. The 
Chamber approached a number of selected member-�irms and arranged for a substantial 
donation to the Fund.418 

5.1.9 Eighth Pakistan Science Conference: The Chamber received an appeal from the “8th 
Pakistan Science Conference” for a donation to meet the costs of the conference, which was 
to be attended by distinguished scientists from abroad. The Committee considered that this 
was a cause worthy of support and a circular was issued to members recommending that 
they should contribute. In the Committee’s view, a donation of Rs 100 was considered 
reasonable and a recommendation to members was made accordingly.419 In 1968 and 1970, 
the Chamber contributed towards the expenses of the “All Pakistan Science Conference.”420 

The Chamber worked assiduously with schools, colleges, institutes, training 
companies, madrashas and other educational bodies (government and non-government) 
and assisted them in various ways. In January 1965, the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Pakistan (Dacca Region) asked the Chamber to contribute for the 

construction of their building.421 The Chamber agreed to do so and asked its member to 
donate a sum of Rs 100 each to this Institute. Apart from the above mentioned educational 
institutes, the Chamber extended its generous help to set up the Narayanganj HE School 
(1953), Trade Union Workers Training Institute (1955), Dacca Law College (1957), 
University Of�icers Training Corps. (UOTC) (1958), St. Joseph’s School, Dacca (1959), 
Narayanganj Senior Islamia Madrasha (1960), East Regional Laboratory Science High 
School (1968), and Narayanganj English Preparatory School (1968). Donations were made 
to St. Joseph’s School (1959) and Udayan School, Dacca (1957) for construction of their 
buildings and expansion of rooms. The Chamber also came forward to provide �inancial 
help for the East-Pakistan Educational Week and Pakistan History and Museum Conference 
(1953), and for an excursion tour undertaken by Tolaram College students to travel to West 
Pakistan in 1970.422 The Chamber also extended its help to Mr Harun-ur Rashid, a lecturer 
of the University of Chittagong for working on his PhD in Japan in 1977.423 

5.2 Health Sector
As a part of its benevolent work and social responsibility, the Metropolitan Chamber has 
always contributed handsomely to the health sector in this region. The Chamber made a 
noteworthy contribution to Victoria Hospital in Narayanganj in 1950s and Holy Family 
Hospital in Dhaka in the 1950s and 60s. 

5.2.1 Victoria Hospital: Victoria Hospital was the �irst hospital set up in Narayanganj. It 
was established in 1885 by the municipality with �inancial contributions from Harakanta 
Banerjee.424 Subsequently, it was handed over to the municipality. In 1939, the Chamber 
Committee extended its help for development of the Hospital. The Chamber received an 
appeal for donations for the maintenance and upkeep of the institution which was run on 
voluntary subscription.425 The donation made to Victoria Hospital was one of the much 
appreciated initiatives undertaken by the Chamber in the 1950s.426 

The Honorary Secretary of Victoria Hospital requested Narayanganj Chamber to 
provide �inancial help to it in 1950 and the Chamber did so. At the request of the Hospital 
Committee, member-�irms of the Chamber contributed to the Victoria Hospital’s ‘Poor 
Patient Fund’427 for a long time. To increase its assistance, the Chamber made an appeal to 

its member-�irms for voluntary subscriptions. A Women’s organization also approached 
the Chamber for donation to the female ward of Victoria Hospital.428 The Chamber referred 
its appeal to members. In a meeting held on 1 May 1951, the Chamber received a proposal  
from the Sub-Divisional Of�icer, Narayanganj to send a representative to the Hospital 
Committee so that member-�irms could continue their donations to the Hospital. The 
Chamber Committee accepted the offer and pointed out that most member-�irms were 
donating money to the Hospital on a regular basis.429 

In 1952, DNCC nominated Capt. EG Stevenson of Bangla-Assam Steamship Co. Ltd. and 
Mr CEC Guthrie of IGN & RSN Co. Ltd. to the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ of the ‘Victoria Hospital 
Committee’.430 As per records, though Victoria Hospital was under the management of the 
Municipality, the management of this fund was under the disposal of the Hospital 
Committee. In 1956, the Chamber Committee decided that the balance of the fund would be 
donated to Holy Family Hospital on certain terms and conditions. In 1959, the SDO of 
Narayanganj again requested the Chamber to continue contributing to Victoria Hospital.

5.2.2 Dacca Ladies Club Poor Patients Fund: In response to a request from Dacca Ladies 
Club, in 1953, the Chamber contributed Rs 150 from its own fund and requested the 
Pakistan Jute Association to consider donating a similar amount for the Club’s “Poor 
Patients Fund”.431

5.2.3 Holy Family Hospital Scheme: In March 1953, the Chamber President Mr RWN 
Ferguson was approached by the sisters of Holy Family Hospital to contribute to the Holy 
Family Hospital Scheme. In response, the Chamber initiated a scheme for medical 
treatment of Chamber employees based on donations made to Holy Family Hospital.432 In 
order to implement the scheme, an Adhoc Committee was formed consisting of Mr AD 
Boldy and Mr AB Baike of the Chamber. In June 1953, the Chamber issued a circular in 
regard to donation policy and a sub-committee was assigned to draw up recommendations 
on donations and the medical scheme. Mr MM Ispahani, Mr Ferguson and Mr Boldy were 
members of the Sub Committee.433

DNCCI gave donations for the development of Holy Family Hospital in return for 
treatment facilities for Chamber staff. In 1956, the balance of the ‘Poor Patient Fund’ was 
handed over to Holy Family Hospital on condition that a certain number of beds would be 

reserved in the maternity wards for poor patients from Narayanganj who would be 
screened by the Fund managers and sent to Holy Family Hospital for free treatment 
through a Screening Committee.434 However, this idea was ultimately dropped as some 
donors balked at this system and since the government did not approve the transfer of the 
‘Poor Patient’s Fund’ to this hospital. In 1958, the Chamber Secretariat arranged for 
treatment of some of daily patients without prior appointment in the Hospital.435

In 1959, the Hospital Contact Committee of the Chamber consisted of Mrs. Conventry, 
Mr Naser-ud-Deen Khan and Mr Heald, who continued to meet once every month with the 
Holy Family Hospital authorities when matters raised by members of the scheme were 
discussed and reasons for complaints investigated. The Chamber tried to solve all problems 
through regular coordination with the Hospital administration, doctors and patients.436

In 1962, a few member-�irms complained about the services. The Chamber took note 
of the matter and discussed the issue in detail with the Hospital authority.437 In 1965, when 
Holy Family Hospital raised its fees, NCCI agreed to pay according to the revised rate. This 
arrangement with Holy Family Hospital continued till the 1960s.

5.2.4 Dacca Shishu Hospital: After liberation, the Chamber gave donations to the Shisu 
(Children) Hospital Project, Dacca in 1977. In a meeting held on 12 April 1977 with hospital 
authorities the Chamber supported the cause, nathing that Shishu Hospital was a unique 
project and that member-�irms of the Chamber would surely give it spontaneous 
support.438

5.2.5 Others: Apart from these medical schemes, the Chamber extended its support to 
many other health care programs and medical institutions. In the 1950s, for example, the 
Chamber made donations to the “Women’s Small Pox Prevention Committee”. The Chamber  
donated to the program for prevention of Blindness in East Bengal; it also donated to the 
Public Health Day observance events in 1958 and the Malaria Eradication Program. Upon a 
request of Dr Mohammed Ibrahim for construction of the Diabetic Clinic at Segunbagicha, 
NCCI and its member-�irms regularly contributed to the Diabetic Association of Pakistan 
from 1963 to 1965.439 In 1966, the Chamber gave donations to the fund set up for Disabled 
Air Force Personnel, injured during the 1965 war.

Apart from the Chamber making donations to health-related projects, member-�irms 
donated to the Health sector on their own. For instance, Mr MM Ispahani of the Ispahani 
Group established the Ispahani Eye Hospital at Dhaka while Mr RP Saha of Kumudini 
Welfare Trust of Bengal established the biggest private sector hospital in the country in the 
1960s, namely Kumudini Hospital at Mirzapur, Tangail.

5.3 Environment Sector
Presently, the Chamber has been making a signi�icant contribution to the environmental 
sector of Bangladesh. MCCI promoted ‘Environmental Management Program’ with the 
World Bank in 2000; it has taken a part in the campaign launched by the Daily Star for ‘clean 
rivers’ in 2009; and most importantly, it has introduced an Award on the Environment in 
2009.

5.3.1 Environmental Management Program: In response to a proposal from the World 
Bank’s Dhaka of�ice, the Chamber Committee agreed to join its Environmental Management 
Programme for the industrial sector. Under this program, 20 member-organizations of the 
Chamber were selected, whose employees were given training on Environmental 
Management Systems by World Bank experts.440

5.3.2 Discussion on ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’: The chamber is 
concerned about the impact of climate change and is aware that it is a critical issue for 
many countries, including Bangladesh. It thus organized a discussion meeting on 25 August 
2010 entitled ‘Climate Change and Business opportunities’ where some members took part 
and exchanged views on the issue. Dr Aynun Nishat, Vice-Chancellor of BRAC University, 
and an eminent environmentalist, apprised members of the latest developments on the 
issue.441

5.3.3 Environmental Initiatives to Prevent Water Pollution: The Chamber associated 
itself with the campaign launched by Daily Star for clean rivers (Buriganga, Sitalakhya, and 
Turag) as part of its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). The committee noted that 
nearly 7500 industrial units have been polluting the three rivers around Dhaka city by 

discharging toxic waste, mainly, textile dyes, printing and washing chemicals and ef�luent 
waste of tanneries. The Committee felt, that MCCI’s association with the campaign would 
make the business community more sensitive to the issue of environmental degradation 
and induce business enterprises to introduce ef�luent treatment measures. Accordingly, a 
delegation from the Chamber called on the editor of the Daily Star on June 06, 2009, to 
articulate the chamber’s desire to support the campaign to mitigate the consequences of 
polluted river water.442 The editor and publisher of Daily Star Mr Mahfuz Anam expressed 
gratitude for MCCI’s support in favour of the campaign launched by Daily Star for clear 
rivers. The committee also recognized the need for sending invitations to other leading 
trade bodies to join with MCCI in expressing the business community’s solidarity with the 
campaign for clean rivers.443

As part its drive to support the Daily Star’s Clean Rivers Campaign, the Chamber 
organized a meeting with the heads of some major trade bodies and associations at the 
Chamber Building on 15 July 2009 to discuss the issue of environment pollution, 
particularly the pollution of the three rivers encircling Dhaka City and the role and 
responsibilities of the business community in this matter. As a follow up to the solidarity 
expressed for the clean rivers campaign, the Committee decided to invite Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, MP, Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Environment for the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee of the Ministry of Forest and Environment.444

5.3.4 Introducing Award on Environment: The Chamber continued its support towards 
environment protection and the clean river campaign initiated by the Daily Star in 2009. 
The Chamber Committee decided to grant three awards; two to deserving journalists in the 
print and electronic media for outstanding investigative reporting on the clear river 
campaign and one to an enterprise for having taken a commendable program on setting up 
an effective ef�luent treatment plant (ETP). A 5-member committee was set up for selecting 
deserving candidates.445 The award comprised a cash grant of Tk 1 lac;  on annual 
subscription to international magazines, reports and publications on environmental issues 
for a value of up to Tk 50 thousands to deserving journalists and conductors of TV 
programs, and a certi�icate with a crest to the deserving enterprise. The �irst Award 
Selection Committee was headed by Dr Akbar Ali Khan, former Adviser to the Caretaker 

Government. After a vigorous selection process, it selected Mr Pinaki Roy of the Daily Star 
as the best investigative journalist, Mr SM Babu of ATN Bangla as the best investigative 
conductor of TV program on environmental pollution, and Echotex Limited as the best 
enterprise for exemplary initiative undertaken for ef�luent treatment in 2009.446 The Award 
Selection Committee invited nominations of newspaper reports, TV programs, TV feature 
�ilms and commendable initiatives for different treatment and control of ef�luent discharge 
through newspaper advertisements and by issuing letters to TV channels, press clubs, 
editors of newspapers, trade bodies and associations and entrepreneurs. The �irst award 
giving ceremony was held on 2 June, 2010. As per the announcement made by MCCI, Mr 
Pinaki Roy and Mr SM Babu received Taka one lac each, annual subscriptions of 
international magazines, reports and publications up to Taka �ifty thousand, and an MCCI 
plaque. Echotex Limited also received an MCCI plaque as a special award.447

5.3.5 Roundtable on Environment and River Pollution: The Chamber organised a 
roundtable discussion among members of the business community, civil society, media, and 
policy makers at the Chamber’s Conference Hall on 26 July, 2009. Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, Hon’ble Member of the Parliament and Chairman of the Environment 
Sub-Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Environment and Forests, 
was present in the session as the Chief Guest. Other members of Parliament, presidents and 
chairmen of leading trade bodies, the editor of the Daily Star, members of the business 
community, media professionals and past presidents of the Chamber were present and 
took part in the discussion that focused on the respective roles and responsibilities of the 
business community and the government in mitigating environmental challenges. The 
Chamber expressed its commitment to spontaneously support any national program on 
environmental issues, particularly for saving rivers based on the historic 11-point directive 
of the High Court issued on 25 June, 2009. The role of the media, particularly, that of Daily 
Star, was praised, for developing public awareness on the environment. The Honourable 
members of Parliament present commended the role of the Chamber, and thanked it for 
organizing such an event.448

446 Annual Report of the MCCI: Dhaka, 2010, pp. 23-24.
447 Annual Report of the MCCI: Dhaka, 2010. p. 35.
448  http://www.mccibd.org/ 
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5.4 Other Services to the Nation (Selective)

•  Road Repairs (1952): Mr Baikie drew the attention of the Chamber Committee to 
the shocking condition of roads in Narayanganj and Dacca. The Chamber wrote to 
the Local-Self Government Department, Government of East Bengal, to take 
necessary actions for immediate repair of roads.449

•  Food Supplies (1955): There appeared to be a shortage of rice in Dacca and 
Narayanganj, causing a steep rise in prices. A large number of ‘fair price’ shops 
had been opened at Dacca, but it appeared that there was a shortage of supplies 
in Narayanganj. The Chamber urged the government to give priority to food 
supplies to industrial areas and to open more ‘fair price’ shops in Narayanganj.450

•  Chief Minister’s Flood Relief Fund (1955): Mr Ispahani advised members that he 
had recently been reminded by the Chief Secretary about the Chief Ministers’ 
Flood Relief Fund. ‘The Chief Secretary was somehow under the impression that 
the Chamber was not doing its best in contributing to the relief work’. The amount 
hitherto received by the Chamber amounted to nearly Rs 8,000. It circulated a 
reminder to member-�irms to come forward and do their best in the situation.451

•  Double Tract Road (1962): The Chamber took the initiative to help build a double 
tract road in Narayanganj as the only road in the city was getting more and more 
congested every day.452

•  Henderson Road (1970): The Chamber decided to assist in repair work of 
Henderson Road in Narayanganj.453

•  Donations to the East Pakistan Relief Fund (1970): The Committee noted that total 
donations to the Presidents’ East Pakistan Relief Fund amounted to Rs 27,700. It 
was agreed that as soon as this amount exceed Rs 30,000, a cheque would be 
handed over to the Governor.454

•  Donation to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1974): The President appealed to 
member-�irms for donations to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund to help provide 
succor to the �lood-stricken people. The minimum and maximum donations 

recommended to member-�irms were Tk 1000 and Tk 5000. The President 
informed them that in response to his appeal, a total donation of Tk 64,000 had 
been received by 5 August, 1974 which, along with a donation of Tk 6,000 from 
the Chamber, he handed over to the Prime Minister on the same day. The 
committee was informed that subsequently two cheques for Tk 5,000 each were 
received which were then forwarded to the Prime Minister.455

•  Donation to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1975): In accordance with its past 
practice the Chamber Committee considered an appeal for donation to the Prime 
Minister’s Relief Fund to help provide succor to �lood-stricken people. On the 
recommendation of the chamber, donations from member totalling Tk 69,000 
was received. With the Chamber’s own donation of Tk 6,000, a total sum of Tk 
75,000 was donated to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund.456

•  Flood in the Country: Donation to President’s Relief Fund (1980): The Chamber 
Committee discussed the situation arising from the �loods in the country in 
August, 1980 and in response donations were received and cheques for a total of 
Tk 2,10,000 were handed over to the Hon’ble Vice-President. The committee also 
decided that member-�irms, who had been approached for �lood relief by their 
workers actually affected by the �loods, should consider giving them one month’s 
salary recoverable in six monthly installments.457

•  Donation to the Presidents’ Relief and Welfare-Fund (1984): The committee 
considered an appeal for donation to the President’ Relief and Welfare-Fund in 
view of widespread damage to crops and properties caused by the devastating 
�lood in May-June, 1984, and decided that an appeal be made to all members of 
the Chamber to pay at least a sum of Tk 5,000 to the fund. In response to the 
appeal, a total of Tk 3,35,500 was received and handed over to the President’s 
Secretariat.458

•  Donation to the Presidents’ Relief & Welfare Fund (1988): In response to an appeal 
made by the President of the Chamber, donations were received from some 
member-�irms and a total of Tk 7,83,626 (inclusive of chamber’s donation of Tk 
2,50,000) was handed over to the President of the country.459

•  Donations to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1991): The Chamber decided to 
issue an appeal for generous donations to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund for the 
cyclone and tornado damage suffered by mills and factories in Chittagong and the 
colossal loss of lives and properties in the coastal areas experienced on 29 April 
in 1991. There was a good response to the appeal and cheques amounting to Tk 
21 lakhs were handed over to the Prime Minister.460

•  Donation of Winter Clothes to Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1998): To mitigate the 
sufferings of the poor who were badly affected by the cold winter that the country 
had experienced, the Chamber donated a sizable quantity of winter clothing to 
the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund.461

•  Contributions to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1999): As decided by the 
Chamber Committee, the Chamber contributed relief goods worth Tk 5 lacs from 
its own fund and also raised another Tk 11 lacs as contributions from 
member-�irms and donated the amount to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund for 
distribution to �lood-affected people.462

•  Donation to the Liberation War Museum (2001): The Chamber contributed an 
amount of Tk 5 lac toward the creation of an ‘Endowment Fund’ for the Liberation 
War Museum.463

•  Donation to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (2005): As decided by the Committee, 
an appeal was made to member-�irms for donations through the Chamber to the 
Prime Minister’s Relief Fund to provide relief to �lood-affected people. A sum of 
Tk 13 lac was received from 22 member-�irms Tk 5 lacs from the Chamber’s own 
funds who added and the total amount was handed over to the Prime Minister on 
2 August, 2004.464

•  Beauti�ication and Maintenance of Road Island (2005): The Chamber was asked by 
the Government to take up the work of beauti�ication and maintenance of the 
traf�ic island from Bijoy Sarani to Farm Gate Police Box as part of the 
beauti�ication programme of Dhaka City Corporation (DCC). The Chamber took 
up the work and six member-�irms, viz. Apex Tannery Ltd., Advanced Chemical 
Industries Ltd., Renata Limited, Square Pharmaceuticals Ltd., Transcom Limited 

and Reliance Insurance Ltd contributed Tk 3 lac each and Nestle Bangladesh Ltd 
contributed Tk 1 lac to meet the expenditure incurred in the project.465

•  Donations to the Chief Adviser’s Relief and Welfare Fund (2008): The Chamber 
appealed to its members for generous donations to the Chief Adviser’s Relief and 
Welfare Fund to provide urgent relief and succor to the �lood and ‘Sidr’-affected 
people in the northern and south-western regions of the country. The member’s 
contributions were handed over to the Chief Adviser to the Government of 
Bangladesh.466

5.5 Donations/ Contributions as CSR at a Glance (Selected)

Some examples of the Chamber’s contributions to Government-sponsored programs and 
charitable, cultural and sports organizations are as follows:

•  During the �irst phase of the Chamber (NCC, 1904-1950), Dacca Club (1911), 
Dacca Museum (1913) and Narayanganj Club were supported either by the 
Chamber itself, or by its members, who were active members of these clubs.

•  1943: The government opened a ‘Gruel Kitchen’ for feeding famine-stricken 
people. The Narayanganj Chamber came forward to help distressed people and 
approached member-�irms to do their best for the sufferers. As a result, mill 
owners opened ration-shops.

•  1950: The Chamber donated enthusiastically to the Government Refugee Fund. 
The Chamber also nominated MM Ispahani (1955), WR Longwill (1955), JM Diza 
(1956), M Naser-ud-din Khan (1957) to the Government Refugee Relief 
Committee.

•  1952: Donations were made to the Pakistan Hockey Team. Each member of the 
Chamber contributed Rs 100.

•  1953: A donation was made to the Lawn Tennis Association.

•  1953: The Chamber presented a large bore ri�le as prize at the Shooting 
Championship of the Quaid-e-Azam Ri�le Club.

•  1954: Rs 250 was contributed to the Sir Stafford Cripps Memorial Trust by each 
member-�irm of the Chamber upon the request of the Governor-General.

•  1954: Donation was made to the Bengal Combined Forces Flag Day.

•  1954: The Chamber participated in the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II.

•  1955: DNCCI contributed to the 6th Pakistan Economic Association Conference 
held in Chittagong.

•  1955: A donation was made to the Sir Stafford Cripps Memorial Trust.

•  1955: The Chamber and its members donated Rs 25,735 to the Chief Minister’s 
Flood Relief Fund.

•  1955: The Chamber contributed Rs 10,000 to the Union Training Scheme.

•  1956: The Chamber donated to the Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen’s Fund on the 
occasion of Combined Forces Flag Day.

•  1956: The DNCCI participated, hosted and shared the cost, along with the 
Chittagong Chamber and other Trade organizations of hosting a dinner party for 
the Prime Minister of Pakistan.

•  1956: The Chamber received an appeal to donate money to the National Relief 
Association of Pakistan and requested member-�irms to contribute to it.

•  1956: A donation was made to the Pakistan Conference for Social Work.

•  1957: The Chamber contributed to the celebration of Universal Children Day.

•  1957: The Chamber circulated a request to its members for donating money to Sir 
Salimullah Muslim Orphanage.

•  1957: AK Fazlul Haque, Governor of East Pakistan, made an appeal for donation 
to the Governor’s Relief Fund to help distressed people. The Chamber responded 
positively and came up with a huge contribution.

•  1958: The DNCCI made a donation to the EP Sports Federation.

•  1958: The Chamber took up a cleanup program named the Dacca Cleanup 
Campaign.

•  1958: Chief Minister Ataur Rahman Khan approached the Chamber for funds for 
the victims of famine and epidemics in some parts of East Pakistan. In response, 
the Chamber donated a sizeable amount to the Governor’s Wife’s Relief Fund.

•  1959: The Chamber made donations to the Horse and Cattle Show in Dhaka.

•  1961: NCCI donated money to the Businessmen Seminar held in Dacca.

•  1969: In accordance with past practice, the Chamber Committee considered various 
appeals and made donations to the Governor’s Cyclone Relief Fund; the Defence of 
Pakistan Day; and the 5th Pakistan Boy Scouts National Jamboree Fund.

•  1970: A severe cyclone devastated the country on 12 November. The Chamber 
Committee appealed to member-�irms to donate to the President’s East Pakistan 
Relief Fund. Apart from individual contributions the Chamber handed over Rs 
25,000 to the Military Secretary to the Governor.

•  1970: A donation was made to All Pakistan’s Science Conference.

•  1977: A donation was made to the Press Institute of Bangladesh.

•  1999: Contributions were made by the Chamber to the Prime Minister’s Relief 
Fund.

•  2004: The Chamber organizes donations to �lood-affected people.

•  2007: MCCI, Dhaka made donations to the Chief Adviser’s Relief and Welfare 
Fund.

•  2014: The Chamber, jointly with the Rangpur Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, distributed blankets among the poor and vulnerable people of Rangpur.

            CONCLUSION: INTO THE FUTURE

In its 110 years history, the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCI) has 
undergone numerous changes and overcome innumerable vicissitudes as it traversed the 
twentieth century. However, it has entered the new century and millennium as a vibrant 
organization, eager to build on the experience it has accumulated in its evolutionary phase, 
and poised not only to assist its members proactively in their business dealings but also to 
contribute positively to the trade and commerce of the nation in every possible way.

When MCCI began its journey in Narayanganj, as the Narayanganj Chamber of 
Commerce in 1904, it was an organization consisting of British business people, focused 
almost entirely on the trading of one commodity, jute. Its second phase, as the 
Dhaka-Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce, lasted only from 1950 to 1952 and not much 
could be claimed for its workings at that time, for two years is never enough to leave a mark 
in any sphere. The third phase of MCCI’s evolution, when it became the Dacca-Narayanganj 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, although once again brief (1952-59), marked a 
decisive alteration in the Chamber’s orientation as well as membership, as local business 
people now began to take an active part in it and as the business interests of its members 
began to diversify signi�icantly. The fourth phase was in every way momentous, for 
between 1959 and 1979, East Pakistan had become Bangladesh, and the political process 
that led to the liberation of the country in 1971 led to intrinsic changes in the membership 
of the Chamber as well as the trade and business activities of its members. And from 1979 
onwards, the Chamber has gone from strength to strength; it is now accustomed to play the 
role of the premier organization of its type of a country whose economy has been 
expanding signi�icantly and whose business interests now have truly global dimensions.

This book has attempted to present the rich history of MCCI and trace its development 
from a �ledgling body to a sizable organization that has now become a considerable 
presence in the region. But, the Chamber is determined to build on the reputation it has 
acquired and forge ahead in the new millennium when the demands of globalization and 

the advent of new forms of businesses and technological innovations are transforming the 
business environment everywhere rapidly. There are also new problems that MCCI and its 
members are trying to solve together or in league with other agencies and organizations, 
such as environmental degradation. In the new millennium, MCCI is also trying to 
disseminate the philosophy of corporate social responsibility in a much more systematic 
and comprehensive manner than ever before. Certainly, this book has tried to re�lect such 
preoccupations of the Chamber in its current phase.

MCCI can, however, con�idently look forward to a future in which it will continue to 
play a leading role in contributing to business affairs of the country and in pioneering paths 
to prosperity and development in alliance with governmental and non-governmental 
agencies working for a Bangladesh dedicated to realizing the United Nations’ millennial 
goals. The Chamber is determined to utilize its resources for proactively promoting trade 
and industry in the region. It is also bent on continuing to be an effective channel of 
communication between the country’s business community and the government.

This book, published on the anniversary of the 110 years of MCCI’s existence, is thus 
an occasion for looking back and re�lecting on the circumstances of the birth and growth of 
the chamber. It will, hopefully, allow its readers to consider the achievements of the 
Chamber to date and will introduce them to the rich tradition to which its members are 
heirs. Hopefully, too, it will inspire members to think of future roads to be taken and heights 
to be scaled so that MCCI can continue to play a lead role in contributing to business in 
Bangladesh and in promoting regional and international business alliances in the coming 
decades of the new millennium.

This book is by no means an exhaustive record of the Chamber’s evolution and 
activities over the decades. A fuller work could surely have been contemplated based on a 
more through reading of existing historical documents and reports of the Chamber, more 
access to other archival material stored in libraries in Britain and India, and more extensive 
interviews taken with Chamber personalities still living. But perhaps the preceding pages 
have allowed readers more than a glimpse of the varied and essential features of the 
Chamber’s evolution and have given them a better understanding and appreciation of the 
Chamber’s progress than can be found in any other source at present. No doubt a more 
substantial history of the Chamber is still to be written; all we can hope is that this work 
will be seen as a notable attempt at recording the main phases and features of MCCI’s 
history and a work worthy of an organization observing its 110th anniversary.

Selected Events/Activities (1904-2014)

1904
• The establishment of the Chamber, consisting of sixteen members, including the 

President, Vice-President and Honorary Secretary.

1913
• The Honorary Secretary of NCC submits opinion on ‘A Bill to Amend the Indian 

Companies Act, 1913’, to the Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
General Department, on August 26, 1913.

1917
• Mr AL Godden (Honorary Secretary of NCC) gives an opinion on ‘Proposal to 

Suppress the Adulteration of Indian Produce before Export’ to the Under 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Commerce Department, on October 17, 
1917.

1921
• The Chamber unanimously favors the imperial preference on the ‘Tariff Policy of 

the Government of India Trade after the War, Free Trade System, Protection, 
Imperial Preference, etc.’ through a letter to the Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, Commerce Department, November 19, 1921.

1924
• NCC participates in the formation of ‘The Indian Trade Unions Bill 1924’, 

forwarding its opinion to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Commerce 
Department, November 12, 1924.

• Mr RN Story (Honorary Secretary of NCC) comments on ‘Periods of Wage 
Payment Bill’ to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Commerce 
Department, on November 25, 1924.

1930
• The Chamber participates in the preparation of the ‘The Draft Indian Partnership 

Bill’, forwarding the committee meeting decisions to the Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, Commerce Department. It is represented by Mr JH 
Kirkland (Honorary Secretary of NCC), March 1, 1930.

1940

• The Chamber contributes to the passing of ‘The Bengal Shops and Establishments 
Bill, 1939’. Mr H Williams, the Honorary Secretary of NCC, communicates the 
Chamber’s views to the Joint Secretary, Government of Bengal, Commerce and 
Labour Department, on January 6, 1940.

1949 

• Memorandum and Articles of Association adopted by special resolution passed at 
an Extraordinary General Meeting held on 11 April, 1949.

• Mr Graham, President of the Associated Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan, 
visits NCC and meets committee members. 

1950

• NCC sends some suggestions to Associated Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan 
for adoption.

• NCC takes an initiative to open a Dacca City Of�ice in a committee meeting held on 
4 April.

• ‘Dacca’ was included in the altered name of the Chamber at an Extraordinary 
General Meeting held on 12 May. 

1952

• ‘Industry’ is included in the name of the Chamber on 15 July at an Extraordinary 
General Meeting and the committee approves ‘Dacca-Narayanganj Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry’ as the new name; believing that the industrialization of 
East Pakistan will make it of increasing importance.

1953

• Begum Viquarun Nisa Noon, wife of His Excellency, the Governor of East Bengal, 
addresses the Chamber on 3 February. The Chamber President is nominated to 
serve on the Governing Body of the Viquarun Nisa Noon School. The Chamber 
donates Rs 61,750 to the school.

• The Chamber takes an initiative on 10 March regarding the improvement of 
telegraphic communication between East Pakistan and United States and 
approves the scheme of a radio link through Manila.

• The Chamber, in its committee meeting held on 22 June, decides to publish a 
monthly bulletin from July 1953. The Chamber also considers bringing out a 
commercial periodical in the future.

• The Chamber is invited by the Chancellor of the University of Dhaka to nominate 
a member to the Court of the University.

1954

• The Honorable Prime Minister is present at the Annual General Meeting on 8 
January and gives an address. 

• His Excellency Sir Gilbert Laithwaite, High Commissioner for the United Kingdom 
in Pakistan, visits the Chamber and has a meeting with committee members 
(14-15 January).

• The Chamber is requested, in March 1954, by the London Chamber of Commerce 
to act as an examining authority in the eastern part of Bengal. The proposal is 
accepted by the Chamber and a supervisory committee is appointed for this 
purpose. 

1955

• United States Trade Mission visits DNCCI on 21 August.

• The Chamber donates Rs 10,750 to the Trade Union Workers Training Scheme, 
introduced by the Government of East Bengal on 11 October.

• The 6th All Pakistan Economic Conference is held in Chittagong from 26-30 
December. The Chamber participates and contributes actively to proceedings.

 1956

• Sir Alexander Symon, High Commissioner for United Kingdom, visits the 
Chamber and meets Committee members on 16 January. 

• Reception to the Governor General of Pakistan, Major General Iskander Mirza and 
Begum Mirza on 24 January.

• AK Fazlul Haque, Governor of East Pakistan, attends the AGM of DNCCI on 6 April 
as the Chief Guest and delivers a speech.

• Mr Mohammad Ali, Prime Minister of Pakistan, delivers a speech to members of 
DNCCI on 30 April.

• Sir Alexander Symon, High Commissioner for United Kingdom, visits the 
Chamber on 16 January and meets committee members. 

1957

• Mr Haas, French Trade Counsellor in Pakistan (27 March), and Mr M Kadir, 
Governor of the State Bank of Pakistan (7 January), visit the Chamber and  
interact with members.

• Dr Hernan Romero, ILO Expert on Social Security, visits DNCCI on 20 December.

 1958

• Mr RF Kinsey and Mr DN Twyford of the Export Credit Guarantee Corporation, UK 
visit DNCCI on 23 January.

• The Chamber committee has a discussion meeting Mr Eugene Braderman, 
Director of International Trade, US Department of Commerce, USA on 30 January.

• AK Fazlul Haque, Governor of East Pakistan, attends the 53rd AGM of DNCCI on 4 
March as Chief Guest and delivers a speech.

• Members of the World Bank’s Economic Mission, headed by Mr G Neil Perry, visit 
the Chamber on 3 June.

• The 54th AGM is held on 9 December in the Chamber Of�ice. Mr Zakir Husain, 
Governor of East Pakistan, is present as the Chief Guest.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held, on re-organization of the Chamber, on 
20 December. 

• Mr Zul�iquar Ali Bhutto, Minister for Commerce of the Government of Pakistan, 
meets the Chamber committee on 26 December.

1959

• The government renames and reorganizes the Chamber as the ‘Narayanganj 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry’ by issuing a letter and license on 20 March 
which is approved unanimously in an Extraordinary General Meeting of the 
Chamber held on 11 August. 

1960

• Members of the US Trade Mission visit the Chamber on 11 February and meet the 
Chamber Committee. 

• The Chamber decides on 23 May to donate the Henderson Road land to the 
Naryanganj Education Society with the stipulation that the Society will change its 
name to the ‘Narayanganj Chamber Education Society’ and that the Chamber will 
have a certain number of representatives on the Board of Directors.

1961

• The Chamber participates in the Asian Trade Seminar held in Karachi for 6 days 
from 28 December 1961 to 2 January 1962.

• Under pressure from the Chamber, the Minister for Commerce, on 14 September, 
�inally announces 34 percent reduction in the export duty on tea.

1962

• NCCI and DCCI reach an agreement in regard to the jurisdiction of these two 
Chambers as follows: 1. Narayanganj Chamber: Bhairab, Tongi, Faridpur and 
Goalundo; 2. Dacca Chamber: Tangail and Tejgaon.

• Federation of Pakistan Chamber of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) asks NCCI on 
23 February to nominate a delegate to the 46th session of the ILO Conference.

• The Chamber Committee meets French team of bankers and industrialists on 15 
March.

• The Chamber protests the newly framed rules on ‘Trade Organization Ordinance 
1961’ and resolves accordingly at a committee meeting held on 7 June. 

• NCCI receives an invitation from the Chicago Chamber of Commerce on 12 April 
and representatives attend the Chicago International Trade Fair from 25 July to 
12 August.

1963 

• Abdul Monem Khan, Governor of East Pakistan, joins the AGM of the Chamber 
held on 31 January as the Chief Guest.

• NCCI participates in the convention of the All Pakistan Chamber of Commerce 
held on 24 September and the All Pakistan Exporter’s Convention held on 16 
November.

• The Chamber sanctions a donation on 10 October to the Economics Department 
of Dhaka University for organizing an exhibition on the Economic Development of 
Pakistan.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of NCCI 
is amended on 15 October.

1964

• An important meeting is held on 5 March between the Federation of British 
Industries Group led by Mr FJE Tearle and the NCCI Committee.

• An Italian Trade delegation visits the Chamber on 16 July and has a joint meeting 
with NCCI and the Pakistan Jute Association. 

1965

• The Chamber forwards concrete suggestions on taxation policy to the Ministry of 
Finance on 11 March.

• Cyclone-effected employees of the NCCI and member �irms are given one month’s 
gross salary for quick recovery.

• The President of Pakistan and the Governor of the East Pakistan call upon the 
business community on 18 August to help in the war effort. NCCI handles the 
situation tactically and says that this matter should be taken up by the zonal 
committee of the Federation of Pakistan Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(FPCCI).

• NCCI takes an initiative on 25 November to set up a proper Business 
Administration Institute in University of Dhaka after conducting a meeting with 
Dr Den Orescanin, Advisor of the Institute. 

1966

• Major General HWG Wijeyekoon, Ceylonese High Commissioner in Pakistan, 
visits the Chamber on 17 November.

1967

• Michael Montague and Ian F Trevor, Chairman and Executive Secretary of the 
British National Export Council’s Asia Committee visit NCCI on 16 October and 
meet the Chamber committee.

• NCCI purchases Al-Bawany Chamber Building (122/124, Motijheel, Dhaka) on 1 
November and sets up the new of�ice of the Chamber. 

• NCCI sells its old building (87/88, Motijheel, Dhaka) to the Pakistan Red Cross 
Society for Rs 6 lakh 50 thousand on 2 November.

• Chinese Trade Delegation and German Economic Mission come to the Chamber 
of�ice and have meetings on 31 October and 17 November. 

• In order to raise money to purchase ‘Al-Bawany Chamber’ in Dacca, the Chamber 
building in Narayanganj is sold to the Pakistan Jute Association in November for 
Rs 6 lakhs.

1968

• The Chamber receives and holds meetings with the US Trade and Investment 
Mission (19 February), the Spanish Trade Delegation (20 March) and the Italian 
Trade Delegation (23 March).

1970

• Vice-Admiral SM Ahsan, Governor of East Pakistan, joins the second part of the 
65th AGM held on 6 May and delivers his speech at Hotel Inter-Continental.

• 8 delegates from NCCI join the Businessmen’s Convention in Dacca in July and 
project the Chamber’s point of view.

1971

• In a meeting, held on 12 March, the Chamber decides to break from its tradition 
of non-involvement in political movement of any kind. Deeming the current 
movement a people’s one, the Chamber Committee unanimously agrees to get 
involved with it under the leadership of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

• The Chamber decides in a committee meeting on 22 December to congratulate 
the Mukti Bahini and offer thanks for its services towards the freedom of the 
country. The meeting demands immediate release of the Father of the Nation, 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

• The Committee decides that the Chamber pledge its whole-hearted support to the 
government in its task of building a prosperous country free from exploitations. 

• NCCI condemns the inhuman massacre of intellectuals and demands an enquiry 
into the matter in a committee meeting held on 22 December. 

1972

• In a committee meeting held on 4 February the Chamber decides to arrange a tea 
party instead of their regular annual dinner party in keeping with the need for 
austerity.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of NCCI 
are amended on 18 March.

• Mr MR Siddiqi, Minister for Trade and Commerce, delivers a speech at the AGM 
held on 23 March.

1974

• The Chamber Committee decides at meetings on 10 January and 18 December 
that no function will be organized and that no Chief Guest will henceforth be 
invited to AGMs.

• NCCI meets the Minister for Industries to present its views on measures needed 
to be taken for the improvement of investment in the country.

1975

• The Chamber Committee submits proposals for Import and Export Policies for 
the July-December 1975 shipping period and for the 1975-76 �inancial years, 
respectively.

• The Committee discusses the question of af�iliation of the Chamber with the 
Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry and decides to 
join the Federation.

• NCCI successfully opposes a proposal on the formation of a Federation of 
Bangladesh Export Organisation by the Ministry of Commerce. 

1976

• The 71st AGM is held on 17 February and Dr MN Huda, member of the Advisory 
Council to the President of Bangladesh and Chief Martial Law Administrator, joins 
the annual dinner, which is followed by the AGM. 

• The Chamber President informs the committee on 30 June that the Ministry of 
Commerce, Government of Bangladesh, had asked the Chamber to arrange a 
meeting with the Trade Delegation from Pakistan.

• President of the NCCI is included in the Committee on New Design and 
Reconstruction of Shaheed Minar on 9 September.

• The Chamber is invited to be part of a delegation to Malaysia, Singapore, Hong 
Kong and Japan to invite foreign investors to Bangladesh.

• The NCCI President has a meeting with the Chief Martial Law Administrator held 
on 8 December.

1977

• The Chamber committee meets a Belgian Delegation of Industrialists on 17 
January.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of NCCI 
are amended on 24 March.

• The Chamber Committee has a meeting on 10 May with Mr Claude Vidalain, 
Charge De Mission, French External Trade Council.

• Japanese Trade Delegation visits NCCI.

• Two delegates from the NCCI join a Six-Week International Training Course on 
‘Export Development for Private Businessmen’ in Canberra (Australia) from 1 
November to 14 December.

1978

• Mr Jamal Uddin Ahmed, Member of the President’s Council of Advisors, in-charge 
of the Ministry of Industries, delivers a speech at the Chamber’s luncheon on 2 
March in reply to the address by the Chamber President, Mr Anis ud Dowla.

• Economic Mission of Italian Traders and Industrialists and 10-Member Nepalese 
Trade Delegation visit NCCI and have meetings with the Chamber committee on 7 
February and 27 March respectively. A mission from Investment Promotion 
Services, Switzerland is received by the Chamber.

• The Chamber continues to conduct examinations of the London Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry held during the months of December (1977) and May 
(1978) respectively.

• At the request of the Planning Commission, Government of Bangladesh, a seminar 
on the Two-Year Plan is held at the Chamber Building on 20 June to re�lect the 
views of trade and industry to the draft plan. NCCI presents 3 papers on the issue 
at the meeting.

1979

• NCCI celebrates the Diamond Jubilee of the Chamber (1904-1979) and publishes 
an Annual Report (1978-79) with 11 messages from past presidents, dignitaries 
as well as 3 special articles. Supplements are published in four local dailies. 

• The Chamber Committee �inalizes its suggestions for the Import Policy for 
1979-80 which are forwarded for consideration to the Ministry of Commerce. 
Most of the suggestions are accepted by the government.

• Mr Saifur Rahman, Minister for Commerce of Government of Bangladesh, delivers 
a speech in reply to the address by the President of NCCI at the Diamond Jubilee 
Celebration on 20 June.

• The National Board of Revenue approves the Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent 
and Scholarship Fund on 3 July.

• Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Dacca (MCCI), emerges 
replacing NCCI the requirements of government regulations. This change is 
approved at an Extraordinary General Meeting held on 20 December. 

1980

• MCCI members attend the Third General Conference of the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) held in New Delhi from 21 
January to 8 February and a member presents a paper on ‘Industrialisation in the 
1980s and Beyond: Its Logic and Policies’. The Chamber hands over a copy of the 
paper to the Deputy Prime Minister in-charge of the Ministry of Industries, 
Government of Bangladesh.

• Mr Jamal Uddin Ahmad, Deputy Prime Minister in-charge of the Ministry of 
Industries, Government of Bangladesh, delivers a speech at the Annual Dinner on 
the occasion of the 75th AGM of the Chamber on 15 March.

• The Chamber committee has a series of meetings with Dr WJ Rijpma, Director, 
CBI, Rotterdam, The Netherlands on 4 February; the Review Mission of the 
International Trade Centre, Geneva and the Swedish International Development 
Agency on 23 October; and Mr EJ Westnedge, Director of British Executive Service 
Overseas (BESO) and others on 24 November. 

1981

• Representatives of the British and South Asian Trade Association, London and 
President of the Fuji Economic Planning Corporation of Japan and other 
representatives visit MCCI on 29 January and 14 April respectively.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and Articles of Association of MCCI are 
amended by a special resolution on 7 February.

• Justice A Sattar, Vice President of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, delivers a 
speech at the Annual Dinner on the occasion of the 76th AGM of the Chamber on 2 
April.

• Two important delegations come to the Chamber this year – one an 
eight-member delegation of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 

Industry and the other a delegation of the Association of Indian Engineering 
Industry. Both meetings prove mutually fruitful.

• Two-member and Five-member World Bank Teams have meetings with the 
Chamber Committee on 15 October and 23 October respectively.

• MCCI submits a paper on ‘Credit Policy’ to Bangladesh Bank.

1982

• The Chamber has meetings with Ministers for Industries, Finance and Planning 
and recommends denationalization of jute and textile, submitting a written paper 
on ‘Nationalisation of Industries in Bangladesh – A Review of the Experiment: A 
Case for Denationalisation’.

• MCCI congratulates the government for announcing a liberal industrial policy. 
The committee also examines the newly promulgated Ordinance – Drugs 
(Control) Ordinance, 1982 which prohibited manufacture and import of a large 
number of pharmaceutical products.

• Mr AJ Cliff, Chief of the Bangladesh Division of the World Bank and the World 
Bank Mission, visits MCCI on 7 October.

1983

• The Chamber Committee meets Dr HA Wuttke, the Executive Vice-President of 
International Finance Corporation, an af�iliate of the World Bank and his team, in 
the �irst week of January.

• MCCI meets with the Chief Martial Law Administrator Lt General HM Ershad on 4 
May, and the President and the immediate past President of the Chamber deliver 
their speeches highlighting import, export and other relevant policies for 
1983-84. The meeting is attended by Ministers, Heads of Diplomatic Missions, 
Secretaries of different Ministries, senior civil and military of�icials and members 
of trade and industry.

• The Chamber considers a proposal for formation of a Joint Chamber of Commerce 
between MCCI and the Chamber of Trade of Nepal and for sending a trade 
delegation to Nepal sometime in October or November.

• Bangladesh-Japan Joint Committee for Commercial and Economic Co-operation 
led by Mr Kiku Ikeda has a meeting with the Chamber Committee, followed by 
lunch, on 21 November.

• Memorandum of Association amended by Special Resolution is passed at an 
Extraordinary General Meeting held on 28 December. 

1984

• A number of important visitors and delegations visit MCCI during the year. 
Among them are: a Delegation from Engineering Export Promotion Council of 
India led by Mr JL Anand (11 April), a 13 Member delegation from the Federation 
of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry (23 July) and a World Bank/ 
ADB Team on 17 October.

• The Committee �inalizes the Chamber’s comments on two important documents 
for the Planning Commission – ‘Thoughts on the Third Five-Year Plan (1985-90)’ 
and ‘Thoughts about Perspective Plan (1980-2000)’.

• The Committee considers the invitation of the International Chamber of 
Commerce (ICC), Paris, for af�iliation with them, and decides to join the ICC. 

1985

• The Trade Organisations Rules, 1985, is �inally gazetted on the 25 April and most 
of the views of the Chamber, earlier submitted to the government, are 
accommodated. 

• A delegation from the Arab Chamber of Commerce and a high-powered team 
from International Monetary Fund visit the Chamber and have meetings with the 
Committee on 20 April and 11 July respectively.

• The Chamber Committee meets the World Bank Team of experts on Energy 
Conservation and Development Programme, where views are exchanged for 
further development of the energy sector.

• The President of the MCCI is made a member of the 29-Member Council of the 
National Council for Industrial Development constituted by the Government of 
Bangladesh. 

1986

• A large number of visitors, including Mr Anwar Hossain, Minister for Energy and 
Mineral Resources, visit the Chamber to meet member-�irms. Several missions 
from international agencies such as World Bank, Asian Development Bank and 
International Trade Centre visit the Chamber and hold discussions on a number 
of issues.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of MCCI 
are amended by a special resolution on 10 July.

• The Chamber continues to conduct examinations of the London Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry.

1987

• World Bank, Bangladesh Malaysia Joint Colloquium and Swedish Trade 
Delegation hold discussions on a number of issues with the Chamber Committee.

• MCCI publishes a book titled Industry in Bangladesh. 

• The Chamber sends a trade delegation to Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and 
Australia to explore possibilities of further expansion of trade with these 
countries.

• The Chamber has a post-budget meeting on 6 July where the Deputy Prime 
Minister, Deputy Minister for Finance, Chairman of National Board of Revenue, 
Governor of Bangladesh Bank and Commerce Secretary are present. A number of 
member-�irms raise different problems and issues relating to new import and 
export policies. 

1988

• Messrs Don Westmore and Peter Collins, Department of Commerce, Government 
of the USA visit Chamber on 27 March and address members.

• Ms Page Ramsey Hays from United States Export-Import Bank addresses 
members of the MCCI on 8 May.

• A number of trade missions and missions from international agencies, such as 
World Bank, Asian Development Bank, International Finance Corporation and 
Commonwealth Development Corporation, hold discussions with the Chamber 
on a number of issues relating to the development of trade and commerce.

• The Chamber prepares a paper in August on increased electricity tariff and its 
adverse effects on Jute, Textile and other industries. Suggestions for Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral Resources are put forward but no action is taken by the 
government

• MCCI expresses concern at loss of working hours during November and 
December. It issues press releases showing that, out of 51 working days, mills and 
factories had lost of 232 hours production and increased losses of Tk 345 Crore.

1989

• Dr Hyung S Choi, Ex-Minister for Science and Technology, Republic of Korea, and 
a delegation from the Confederation of Engineering Industry of India (CEI) meet 
members of the Chamber.

• The Chamber Committee has a series of meetings with the Prime Minister, 
Finance Minister, Minister for Planning, Commerce Minister, and the Secretary of 
the Ministry of Industries and other important of�icials.

• The Committee approves a paper incorporating the Chamber’s suggestions for 
the Fourth Five-Year Plan. The paper is handed over to the Minister for Planning.

• A Press release is issued and letters are sent to the President and the Vice 
President of the Government of Bangladesh by MCCI on the government’s 
decisions on Insurance Business. In these letters it is pointed out that restrictions 
on the sponsors of banking companies to sponsor insurance companies has been 
retained, apparently to stop monopolistic trends in the economy, but such 
restrictions would eliminate the scope of involving many enterprising 
businessmen in the insurance industry. MCCI advises government to withdraw 
these restrictions.

• The Chamber’s Trade Delegation visits some European countries. They hold 
successful business meetings with the Confederation of British Industry, 
Confederation of German Chamber of Commerce, German Employers’ Federation 
and Stockholm Chamber of Commerce. 

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and Articles of Association of MCCI are 
amended by a special resolution on 4 September.

1990

• The Chamber Committee submits its suggestions to the government for 
amendments to the Customs Act, 1969, and the Excise Act, 1944.

• MCCI produces a short video �ilm with the help of the Board of Investment to 
depict prospects of industrialization in the country.

• Mr Bernard Vieux, Inspector General of Finance, Government of France, visits 
MCCI on 31 October and delivers a speech.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of MCCI 
are amended by a special resolution on 31 December. 

1991

• The Chamber Committee welcomes the 12th Constitution Amendment Bill, 1991 
and issues a press release declaring that it is a landmark in the journey to 
parliamentary democracy.

• MCCI expresses deep concern in a press release on 6 March over some provisions 
of the Financial Sector Adjustment Credit (FSC) agreement which the 
Government had concluded with the World Bank.

• On behalf of the business community, the Chamber requests the Finance Minister 
to solicit public opinion on ‘Banking Companies Bill, 1991’ introduced in the 
Parliament in May. MCCI claims that the bill contains some provisions which are 
contrary to the existing Companies Act and Banking Companies Ordinance, 1962.

• MCCI, DCCI and CCCI issue a joint press release on 5 June expressing concern and 
disappointment at the recent publication of a list of defaulters by the Bangladesh 
Bank. The press release emphasizes that Bangladesh Bank’s list actually has 
worked to protect defaulters.

• The Chamber members attend a meeting to discuss recently introduced VAT 
system on 4 July and feel that the system will prove to be bene�icial for the 
country in the long run.

• Mr Richard D Harding, the visiting Director of South Asian Affairs, Department of 
Commerce, Government of the USA, in a meeting with MCCI members held on 16 
July pledges continued support of his government to help promote Bangladesh’s 
export in the USA. 

1992

• The Chamber issues a press release on 17 March expressing gratitude to parties 
who refused to extend support to SKOP’s strike programme, thereby establishing 
an example of keeping national interests above political expediency. 

• The Chamber, in collaboration with the Jatiyo Press Club, organizes a two-day 
seminar on 10-11 May entitled ‘Policy Options for Economic Breakthrough’ which 
is inaugurated by Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia MP and where the closing 
session is graced by the Opposition Leader of Parliament, Sheikh Hasina MP. 

• MCCI issues a press release on 19 June on Budget for 1992-93 and expresses its 
deep concern about importance of protecting local industries by mentioning 
appropriate measures to be taken to safeguard their interest.

• An 11-member delegation from the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
led by Mr Mumtaz Ahmad meets the members of the MCCI and a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between MCCI and BCCI is signed on 1 November 
envisaging expanded industrial co-operation between India and Bangladesh.

• A large number of visitors, including Mr M Saifur Rahman, Minister for Finance, 
visit the Chamber to meet member-�irms. Several missions from international 
agencies such as Royal College of Defence Studies, UK, visit the Chamber. 
Discussions are held with Chamber members on important issues of mutual 
concern.

1993

• MCCI and the World Bank jointly organize a seminar on ‘Expanding Private 
Investment’ where the key-note speaker is Dr Hernan Buchi, former Minister for 
Finance of Chile.

• The Chamber issues a press release on 12 May stating that SKOP’s strike has been 
overwhelmingly ignored and that workers of mills and factories in Dhaka, Khulna 
and Chittagong did not respond to the strike call.

• Mr S Venkitaramanan, former Governor of the Reserve Bank of India, visits MCCI 
and delivers the key-note speech on ‘Foreign Exchange De-Regulation’ in a 
meeting held on 27 September. 

• Minister for Finance, Minister for Industries, Minister for Energy and Mineral 
Resources and Minister for Communications, separately visit the Chamber and 
meet its members in the course of the year.

• Dr Akbar Ali Khan, Chairman of NBR, addresses members of the Chamber on 13 
September and 7 December.

1994 

• A High-powered VAT Task Force consisting of senior of�icials of the government 
of Nepal meets members of the Chamber in its Conference Hall on 4 January.

• MCCI urges the government not to declare any public holiday on 30 January on 
the occasion of the City Corporation Elections in the 4 cities. It issues a press 
release on 26 January and mentions that one day’s production loss in 
non-agricultural activities amounts to at least Tk 150 crore. 

• A Turkish Delegation headed by Mr Tav�ik Isil UNEL, Prime Minister’s Under 
Secretary of Treasury and Foreign Trade, along with Mr Kutlu Ozguvene, Turkish 

Ambassador to Bangladesh, calls on the President and the Secretary General of 
the Chamber on 4 April. 

• The Chamber Committee continues to review the meeting of the Indo-Bangladesh 
Joint Economic Committee which consists of representatives of the Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII) and the Chamber. Meetings are held every month, 
alternatively in Dhaka and New Delhi or Kolkata.

• The Chamber organizes a seminar with the World Bank on ‘South Asian 
Economies in the 21st Century’, on 4 May. Lord Meghnad Desai, Professor of 
Economics of London School of Economics, is the key-note speaker. A large 
number of businessmen, diplomats, academics, journalists, trade union 
representatives and members of parliament take active part in the discussions 
that ensue.

• MCCI-CII Joint Task Force Members attend a series of meetings during the year.

• Dr Manmohan Singh, Indian Finance Minister, addresses the members of the 
Chamber in a meeting organized by the MCCI-CII Joint Task Force on 12 July.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of MCCI 
are amended by a special resolution adopted on 1 November. 

1995

• MCCI receives a letter from the Ministry of Commerce authorizing only the Export 
Promotion Bureau to issue Certi�icates of Origin (COO) in respect of textile 
products to European Union (EC) countries, under Rule 4 of the government’s 
Textile Trade and Quota Administration Rules, 1991. The Chamber decides to 
take up the matter with the government, pointing out that under the Trade 
Organisation’s Rules, 1994, the Chamber of Commerce has full authority to issue 
COO.

• The President and the Vice President of the Chamber go to Rome to participate in 
a seminar on ‘Bangladesh Investment Climate and Trade Opportunities’ held from 
30 January to 1 February.

• Mr Binod Dubey, Director of World Bank, and a group of Thai businessmen visit 
the Chamber and meet members.

• The Chief of the World Bank Resident Mission, Dhaka, Mr Pierre Landell-Mill, 
along with his senior colleagues, meets the Chamber Committee on 27 March. 

• MCCI releases a book entitled “Shaping South Asia’s Future – Role of Regional 
Cooperation” on 19 April. Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr ASM Mosta�izur 
Rahman, is present on the occasion. 

• The Ministry of Commerce requests the Chamber to attend the 6th 
Bangladesh-Pakistan Joint Economic Commission to be held in Islamabad on 25 
July. The Committee sends a member to join the meeting. 

• MCCI welcomes the trade and investment delegation from the People’s Republic 
of China to the Chamber on 12 September.

• A British Infrastructure and Technology Mission, led by Mr Peter Lee, meets 
members of the Chamber on 25 November.

1996

• A large number of visitors, including Advisers of Caretaker government, Mr Syed 
Manzur Elahi, Dr Wahiduddin Mahmud, Mr Syed Ishtiaq Ahmed and Minister for 
Commerce and Industries, Mr Tofael Ahmed, the NBR Chairman, Dr Akbar Ali 
Khan, visit and meet members of the Chamber over the course of the year. Mr 
David N Merrill (US Ambassador) and Ms Renee Veyret (French Ambassador) also 
hold meetings with the Chamber Committee.

• 13-member delegations from the Indian Foreign Service Institute meet members 
of MCCI on 13 May. The delegation is headed by Mrs Sujatha Singh.

• The 15th Batch of the BCS (Taxation) Of�icers meet Chamber members on 20 April.

• The World Bank Resident Representative, Mr Pierre Landell-Mills, along with 
other senior colleagues, meets the Chamber Committee on 30 June.

• Mr Samson H Chowdhury, Chamber President, hands over a copy of the 
Chamber’s publication entitled ‘Economic Agenda of the New Government’ to Mr 
Tofael Ahmed MP, Minister for Commerce and Industries, on 28 July.

• The Chamber issues a press release on 29 July praising the budget of 1996-97 and 
mentioning several welcome features which would help improve the investment 
climate in the country.

• A Turkish Trade Delegation led by Mr Omer Besim Kufrevi, Vice-President, 
Executive Board, Istanbul Chamber of Commerce, meet the Chamber Committee 
on 27 July and Mr Kufrevi delivers a speech.

• A Thai Trade Mission headed by Mr Photipong Lamsam, along with Mr Sunthorn 
Vidhyameth, Ambassador of Thailand in Bangladesh, meets members of MCCI on 
8 October.

• A British Trade Mission, headed by Mr David Walker, the British High 
Commissioner, and Ms Miriam R McIntosh, British Deputy High Commissioner in 
Bangladesh, meets the members of MCCI on 26 October.

• The country’s trade and industry welcomes the historic agreement reached in 
Singapore by 128 member nations of the World Trade Organization (WTO) on 13 
December. Chamber representatives take an active part as part of the Bangladesh 
delegation. 

• MCCI welcomes the Ganges Water Sharing Treaty and issues a press release on 18 
December signed by the President Samson H Chowdhury to that effect. 

1997

• Mr Tofael Ahmed MP, Minister for Commerce and Industries, addresses a 
discussion meeting on ‘Outcome of the 1st Ministerial Conference of World Trade 
Organization’ organized by DCCI and MCCI on 5 January.

• Members of the British Overseas Trade Board Mission meet the members of MCCI 
on 26 January. 

• MCCI urges the government, on behalf of the country’s trade and industry, that 
the weekly holiday be changed from Friday to Sunday. In a press release issued on 
20 March, the Chamber states that importers and exporters have been losing 
business opportunities for 2 days of the week from September 1982 onwards, 
when the weekly holiday was suddenly changed from Sunday to Friday without 
any consultation with trade and industry.

• A delegation from MCCI-CII Joint Economic Council (JEC) meets the Indian Prime 
Minister Mr IK Gujral in New Delhi on 28 May. The Indian Prime Minister 
appreciates the proactive role of the MCCI-CII JEC and shows considerable 
interest in supporting the strengthening of ties between the two countries.

• A Dutch delegation, headed by Mr W De Vries, Director for Commercial Affairs, 
City of Groningen, meets members of the Chamber on 22 June.

• An MoU is signed between MCCI and the Confederation of Singapore Industries 
on 10 July after a seminar on ‘Investment Opportunities in Bangladesh’ held in 
Singapore.

• The Chamber initiates a series of seminars to develop awareness on quality 
improvement and competitiveness, at the advent of globalization. Dr Madhab 
Mehra, President of World Quality Council, is the Resource Speaker at the �irst 
seminar held on 20 November.

• Members of the Federation of Nepalese Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
meet members of MCCI on 26 December.

• Several meetings are held with Ministers for Finance and Commerce and 
Industries during the year and the Chamber discusses the Share Market Scam and 
submits proposals to the government in this regard.

1998

• The members of the Chamber Committee meet Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on 
7 January and discuss issues relating to the Chittagong Port, Power Supply, 
Labour Sector Reforms etc.

• Dr William P Fuller, President of the Asia Foundation and Dr Karen L Casper, 
Representative of the Asia Foundation, Dhaka, meet members of the Chamber and 
speak to its members on 14 January. 

• MCCI has a meeting with the ‘South Asian Group of Eminent Persons’ on 9 
February. They exchange views with members and acknowledge the Chamber’s 
capacity to contribute in the formulation of policy guidelines for the development 
of the region.

• MCCI receives Mr Anthony Png Choo Ling, leader of the Singapore Trade and 
Investment Mission and his 12-member team at the Chamber of�ice on 23 March 
and discusses trade and investment issues.

• The Minister for Finance, Mr SAMS Kibria MP, addresses members of MCCI at a 
pre-budget discussion meeting held on 1 April.

• The Minister for Commerce and Industries, Mr Tofael Ahmed MP, addresses the 
members of MCCI at a pre-budget discussion meeting held on 27 April.

• The Chamber and Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies jointly organizes a 
Workshop on ‘Dissemination of Awareness on Environmental Conservation Act 
1995 and Rules 1997’, on 14 May. The workshop identi�ies several problem areas 
for industries arising from the legal requirements of obtaining environmental 
clearance. 

• A large number of visitors and a number of missions visit MCCI during the year. 
Among the visitors are: Ms Renee Veyret (French Ambassador), Ms Cristina 
Funes-Noppen (Belgian Ambassador), Mr Andre Lorent (Belgian Trade 
Commissioner), Dr William P Fuller (President, The Asian Foundation) and Dr 
Chakradhari Agrawal (Secretary General, World Association of Small and Medium 
Enterprises).

• Missions are received from the World Bank, IMF, Confederation of Indian Steel 
Industry and TDB SCI Singapore Infrastructure Mission. A French Trade Delegation 
and a delegation from the Indian Foreign Service also visit the Chamber.

 1999

• The Commerce Secretary, MCCI President, ICC-Bangladesh President and DCCI 
President meet delegates of the governments of SAARC countries at a meeting 
hosted by the MCCI on 31 January to discuss main features of the 3rd Tariff 
Agreement under SAPTA. 

• Dr Joseph Stiglitz, Chief Economist and Senior Vice President of the World Bank, 
visits the Chamber and meets committee members on 15 March to discuss 
economic issues.

• MCCI, FICCI, BEAF, BGMEA, Bangladesh Knitwear Manufactures and Exporters 
Association, Bangladesh Jute Spinners Association and Bangladesh Frozen Foods 
Exporters Association jointly present a press release urging reconsideration of 
hartal programme declared by political parties. The press release is issued on 12 
April.

• The Chamber extends host facilities to a Taiwan Turnkey, Engineering & 
Electronic Trade Mission from 8-9 April.

• Missions of the European Unions meet with members of the Chamber Committee 
on 11 April to discuss economic issues.

• Dr M Farashuddin, Governor of Bangladesh Bank, visits the Chamber on 17 May 
to discuss issues relating to the �inancial sector.

• A delegation from the Chamber visits Singapore to attend a seminar on ‘Business 
Opportunities in Bangladesh’ organized by the Chamber, jointly with the 
Bangladesh High Commission in Singapore, Singapore Confederation of 
Industries and Singapore Trade Development held on 14 July.

• A Business Delegation from FKCCI visits MCCI of�ice and signs Business 
Cooperation Agreement on 27 July. 

• A 15-member Trade and Investment Delegation from Singapore Confederation of 
Industry (SCI) and Singapore Trade Development Board (STDB), led by Mr 
Ridzwan Dza�ir, meets members of MCCI on 12 October. 

• The Chamber Committee meets the Minister of Commerce and Industries on 31 
December to discuss key issues.

2000

• MCCI organizes a day-long workshop on ‘Energy Management’ at the Chamber’s 
Conference Hall on 24 January.

• Dr David Carter, the British High Commissioner in Bangladesh, visits the Chamber 
on 14 February.

• The Joint Economic Council of the Confederation of Indian Industry - 
Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce & Industry (CII-MCCI JEC) holds its second 
meeting on 23 February and discusses various aspects of Indo-Bangladesh 
co-operation on trade and industry. 

• The members of the Chamber meet the Finance Minister, Mr Shah AMS Kibria, for 
a pre-budget discussion meeting held in the Chamber of�ice on 28 March. 

• Several training courses such as ‘Marketing Strategies and Sales Promotion’, and 
‘Production Planning and Quality Control’ are organized by the Chamber under 
the ‘Management Development Programme’ during the months of January- 
March, August, September and October.

• The Chamber organizes a two-day visit of a forty-member trade delegation from 
Sri Lanka-Bangladesh Business Council (SLBBC), Colombo, which explores 
business and investments prospects in Bangladesh, during March 29-30. The 
delegation has a bilateral business meeting with Chamber members where the 
Commerce Minister is present as the Chief Guest.

• The Chamber President, Mr Latifur Rahman, presents a paper on ‘Public and 
Private Sectors of the Bangladesh Economy’ at the Administrative Staff College in 
Mirpur, Dhaka on 29 March.

• Mr Jan Axel Voss, Deputy Head of Mission of German Embassy in Bangladesh, 
meets the President and Secretary-General of the Chamber on 6 July and 
discusses issues of bilateral interest. 

• The Chamber, jointly with Save the Children, UK, sponsors the launching 
ceremony of a publication “Big Business, Small Hands: Responsible Approaches 
to Child Labor” on 21 November. HRH Princess Anne of the United Kingdom 
graces the occasion.

2001

• Several training courses are organized by the Chamber under the rubric of 
‘Management Development Programme’ during the months of August, September 
and December.

• The Chamber organizes a half-day discussion meet on World Trade Organization 
(WTO) and issues arising from its programmes for phasing out of tariff and 
non-tariff barriers by January 1. Mr Muchkund Dubey, former Permanent 

Representative of India to the WTO, is the Guest Speaker. Mr MA Jalil, Minister for 
Commerce, inaugurates the Meeting. 

• A Chamber delegation headed by its President meets Chief Adviser of the 
Caretaker Government on 26 August. MCCI submits several proposals, relating to 
the development of the economy of Bangladesh, at the meeting.

• A two-day workshop on ‘Strategies for Competitive Success’ is organized by MCCI 
in collaboration with the Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta, from 19 to 20 
November. Professor Ranjan Das of IIM, Calcutta, delivers his speech as the 
Resource Person. 

2002

• Under its management development programme, the Chamber organises third 
semester classes of the One Year International Business Programme (IBP) offered 
by the Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta (IIMC), in association with the 
Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Dhaka, from 5 to 15 January.

• The Chamber meets with Mr Nicholas Stern, Chief Economist and Senior 
Vice-President of the World Bank, Washington DC, at the Chamber’s of�ice on 8 
January.

• Mr Abdul Razak Dawood, Minister of Commerce, Industries and Production of 
Pakistan, visits the Chamber and delivers a speech to members of MCCI on 29 January.

• The Chamber, under its energy management programme, organises a two-day 
workshop on ‘Energy Management in Industrial Practice’ on 17-18 February.

• The Chamber has a meeting with the Bangladesh Export Processing Zones 
Authority (BEPZA) at the Chamber Of�ice on 7 March and discusses issues of 
mutual interest, including possibilities of more investments in the EPZs of the 
country.

• The Chamber jointly with the Asian Centre for Democratic Governance and the 
Bangladesh Enterprise Institute organises a conference on ‘Strengthening 
Democratic Governance’, on 17-18 March.

• A Chamber Delegation meets the Prime Minister of Bangladesh, Begum Khaleda 
Zia, at the Prime Minister's of�ice on 30 March.

• The Chamber hosts a luncheon meeting in honour of Mr David Kilgour, MP, 
Secretary of State for Asia Paci�ic, Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade, Government of Canada, on 1 April.

• Under its ongoing Management Development Programme, the Chamber  
organizes a 5 day training course on ‘Strategic Planning in Marketing of Products 
and Services’, from 24 to 30 April.

• MCCI meets members of the Economic Reporters Forum on 15 May to share the 
Chamber’s views on the upcoming budget and other aspects of the economy of 
Bangladesh.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Developing Team Leadership Skills for Organisational 
Growth’ from 3 to 7 August.

• The Chamber under its Energy Management programme organises a two-day 
workshop on ‘How to Economise Energy Cost’, on 17-18 August.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Marketability through Effective Distribution 
Network’, from 24 to 28 August. 

• The Chamber hosts a luncheon meeting on 27 August in honour of HE Rt Hon 
Donald C Mckinnon, Commonwealth Secretary General, at the MCCI of�ice.

• The Chamber holds a discussion meeting at the MCCI of�ice on 4 September with 
the visiting President of the Japanese Commerce and Industry Association and 
JETRO Representative.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and Articles of Association of MCCI are 
amended by a special resolution on 12 September.

• The Chamber discusses bilateral trade issues with a visiting business delegation 
from the Federal Republic of Nigeria, on 19 September.

• The Chamber organises a round table discussion on 1 October on (1) merits of the 
tariff concessions recently given by the Government of India and (2) national 
preparedness to meet contractual obligations under the General Agreement on 
Trade in Services (GATS) of the WTO. Minister for Commerce attends the 
discussion as Chief Guest.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Business Communication Skills’ from 5 to 9 October.

• The Chamber organizes a round-table discussion on 29 October on trade and 
industry’s expectations from ‘Economic Diplomacy’. The Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Mr M Morshed Khan MP, attends the round-table discussions as Chief 
Guest.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Financial Management for Non-Financial Managers’ 
from 26 to 30 October.

2003

• The Chamber Committee holds a meeting on 2 January with Mr Mohammad A 
Vayid, CMG, Chairman & Managing Director, Strategic Management Consultants 
Ltd of Mauritius, to discuss possibilities of expanding business and economic 
co-operation between Mauritius and Bangladesh. 

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Improving Employee Performance: Professional Way 
of Coaching and Counselling’ from 18 to 23 February.

• A Thai Trade Delegation headed by Mr Prachuab Chaiyasan meets members of 
MCCI, DCCI and ICC-Bangladesh at the MCCI Conference Hall on 31 March.

• A Chamber Delegation meets the Prime Minister, Government of Bangladesh, at 
the Prime Minister’s of�ice on 1 April.

• Dr M Yunus, Managing Director of Grameen Bank, visits the Chamber in April and 
has discussions on the Bank’s programme for alleviation of rural poverty and for 
education and health-care activities in rural areas.

• A Chamber Delegation meets the President of Sri Lanka, Mrs Chandrika 
Kumaratunga, during her visit to Dhaka in April.

• Under its Management Development Programme, the Chamber organises a 
four-day training course on ‘Developing Effective Marketing Strategies’ from 27 
to 30 April.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organises a 
four-day training course on ‘Team Building for Organisational Growth’ from 
18-21 May.

• MCCI issues a press release on 13 June, expressing its reaction to the budget for 
2003-04 and points out that ‘the provision of conversion of black money into 
white money by investing in capital market is a retrograde step and this may 
discourage those who have been paying taxes regularly and honestly’.

• The Indian Minister for External Affairs, Mr Yashwant Sinha, has a meeting with 
MCCI on 15 July. Foreign Minister and Commerce Minister of Bangladesh and the 
Chamber President are also present on the occasion.

• A Mission of the Asian Development Bank meets members of MCCI on 20 July.

• Dr Joseph E Stiglitz, Nobel Laureate and Professor of Finance and Economics, 
Columbia Business School, USA, addresses the members of MCCI, Dhaka, at the 
Chamber of�ice on 13 August.

• Ambassador of USA in Bangladesh, Mr Harry K Thomas, visits MCCI on 24 
September and delivers a speech. 

• Lord Swaraj Paul, a member of the British House of Lords, meets the members of 
the Chamber on 8 October. The British High Commissioner and the Deputy High 
Commissioner are also present at the meeting.

• The Chamber holds a meeting at the MCCI of�ice on 20 October with Mr Guy 
Gagnon, Director, Asia Bureau, Industrial Cooperation Programme, Canadian 
Partnership Branch and Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA).

2004

• The Chamber Committee, along with some of its past presidents, meets Prime 
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia, MP, on 12 January.

• High Commissioner of India to Bangladesh, Ms Veena Sikri, visits MCCI on 15 
January and 7 October.

• In March, the Chamber signs Memorandums of Understanding (MoU) with 
Australian Business Limited and State Chamber of Commerce (New South Wales).

• Dr Muhammad Yunus, the Managing Director of Grameen Bank, addresses 
members of MCCI on 17 April at the Chamber Conference Hall.

• The Chamber meets Mr Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, Minister for Local Government, 
Rural Development and Co-operatives, in May and discusses the law and order 
situation, overall governance, policy support to industry, free trade with India, 
port facilities and other important issues. 

• The Chamber, jointly with Singapore Manufacturer’s Federation, Singapore 
Enterprises Ltd., Bangladesh High Commission in Singapore and the Hongkong 
and Shanghai Banking Corporation Limited, organizes an Investors’ Conference in 
Singapore on 20 May. A large number of Singaporean entrepreneurs attend the 
conference.

• The Chamber holds a discussion and dinner meeting at a city hotel on 24 June 
with the Singapore Prime Minister, HE Mr Goh Chok Tong.

• The Chamber holds a discussion meeting on 27 June with Mr AKM Mosharraf 
Hossain, MP, Minister for Energy and Mineral Resources, Government of 
Bangladesh, at the MCCI of�ice. 

• The Chamber meeting decides to celebrate its centenary in a be�itting manner. A 
committee under a former president is set up to chalk out a detailed program.

• The Chamber holds a meeting on 11 October with the visiting Organisation 
Development Adviser of the Confederation of Danish industries at the MCCI 
of�ice.

• The Chamber organizes a seminar on 9 December on the occasion of the release 
of the World Bank’s �lagship publication, Global Economic Prospects-2005. Mr Uri 
Dadush, Director, Trade Department and Mr Richard Newfarmer, Lead Economist 
from the World Bank’s Washington Of�ice, Secretary, Ministry of Commerce, 
Government of Bangladesh, and Country Director, World Bank, Dhaka, among 
others, are present attend the seminar.

• The 100th AGM of MCCI is held on 30 December at the Chamber’s Conference Hall. 
39 members attend.

2005

• A Chamber delegation, headed by the President, visits Chittagong Port on 12 
January and meets the Chairman and other senior of�icials of the Chittagong Port 
Authority to discuss issues pertaining to enhancing the operational ef�iciency of 
Chittagong Port and privatization of some of the port services.

• The Chamber Committee meets the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr M Morshed 
Khan MP, at his of�ice on the 15 January and donates books worth Taka one lac for 
the library of the Bangladesh High Commission in New Delhi, India.

• A Chamber Delegation, led by its President, calls on the Governor, Bangladesh 
Bank, Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed, on 18 April.

• A delegation from the Chamber headed by its President, Mr Kutubuddin Ahmed, 
along with some former Presidents, calls on the Hon’ble Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia, MP, at her of�ice on 4 May. The delegation discusses key issues 
concerning the economic interest of the country, including increase in Bank 
interest rates; liquidity crises in the banking sector; continuation of Tax Holiday 
scheme which was supposed to be terminated on 30 June, 2005; and national 
minimum wages. The Prime Minister appreciates the Chamber’s concern on the 
above issues.

• An 11-member Chinese Government Economic and Trade Delegation headed by 
Mr Wang Chao, the �irst Vice-Governor of Dehong Dai and Jingpo Autonomous 
Prefecture, Yunnan Province, China, visits the Chamber on 8 June. The delegation 
discusses matters relating to trade between Bangladesh and China.

• The Chamber Committee meets the Finance Minister, Mr M Saifur Rahman, MP, at 
his of�ice on 27 June and discusses important issues.

449 Minutes of the DNCCI, 1952, 5 August, p. 144.
450 Minutes of the DNCCI, 1955, 15 November, p. 106.
451 Minutes of the DNCCI, 1955, 2 September, p. 91.
452 Minutes of the NCCI, 1962, 11 October, p. 553.
453 Minutes of the NCCI, 1970, p. 949.
454 Minutes of the NCCI, 1970, 28 August, p. 961.
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5.4 Other Services to the Nation (Selective)

•  Road Repairs (1952): Mr Baikie drew the attention of the Chamber Committee to 
the shocking condition of roads in Narayanganj and Dacca. The Chamber wrote to 
the Local-Self Government Department, Government of East Bengal, to take 
necessary actions for immediate repair of roads.449

•  Food Supplies (1955): There appeared to be a shortage of rice in Dacca and 
Narayanganj, causing a steep rise in prices. A large number of ‘fair price’ shops 
had been opened at Dacca, but it appeared that there was a shortage of supplies 
in Narayanganj. The Chamber urged the government to give priority to food 
supplies to industrial areas and to open more ‘fair price’ shops in Narayanganj.450

•  Chief Minister’s Flood Relief Fund (1955): Mr Ispahani advised members that he 
had recently been reminded by the Chief Secretary about the Chief Ministers’ 
Flood Relief Fund. ‘The Chief Secretary was somehow under the impression that 
the Chamber was not doing its best in contributing to the relief work’. The amount 
hitherto received by the Chamber amounted to nearly Rs 8,000. It circulated a 
reminder to member-�irms to come forward and do their best in the situation.451

•  Double Tract Road (1962): The Chamber took the initiative to help build a double 
tract road in Narayanganj as the only road in the city was getting more and more 
congested every day.452

•  Henderson Road (1970): The Chamber decided to assist in repair work of 
Henderson Road in Narayanganj.453

•  Donations to the East Pakistan Relief Fund (1970): The Committee noted that total 
donations to the Presidents’ East Pakistan Relief Fund amounted to Rs 27,700. It 
was agreed that as soon as this amount exceed Rs 30,000, a cheque would be 
handed over to the Governor.454

•  Donation to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1974): The President appealed to 
member-�irms for donations to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund to help provide 
succor to the �lood-stricken people. The minimum and maximum donations 

recommended to member-�irms were Tk 1000 and Tk 5000. The President 
informed them that in response to his appeal, a total donation of Tk 64,000 had 
been received by 5 August, 1974 which, along with a donation of Tk 6,000 from 
the Chamber, he handed over to the Prime Minister on the same day. The 
committee was informed that subsequently two cheques for Tk 5,000 each were 
received which were then forwarded to the Prime Minister.455

•  Donation to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1975): In accordance with its past 
practice the Chamber Committee considered an appeal for donation to the Prime 
Minister’s Relief Fund to help provide succor to �lood-stricken people. On the 
recommendation of the chamber, donations from member totalling Tk 69,000 
was received. With the Chamber’s own donation of Tk 6,000, a total sum of Tk 
75,000 was donated to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund.456

•  Flood in the Country: Donation to President’s Relief Fund (1980): The Chamber 
Committee discussed the situation arising from the �loods in the country in 
August, 1980 and in response donations were received and cheques for a total of 
Tk 2,10,000 were handed over to the Hon’ble Vice-President. The committee also 
decided that member-�irms, who had been approached for �lood relief by their 
workers actually affected by the �loods, should consider giving them one month’s 
salary recoverable in six monthly installments.457

•  Donation to the Presidents’ Relief and Welfare-Fund (1984): The committee 
considered an appeal for donation to the President’ Relief and Welfare-Fund in 
view of widespread damage to crops and properties caused by the devastating 
�lood in May-June, 1984, and decided that an appeal be made to all members of 
the Chamber to pay at least a sum of Tk 5,000 to the fund. In response to the 
appeal, a total of Tk 3,35,500 was received and handed over to the President’s 
Secretariat.458

•  Donation to the Presidents’ Relief & Welfare Fund (1988): In response to an appeal 
made by the President of the Chamber, donations were received from some 
member-�irms and a total of Tk 7,83,626 (inclusive of chamber’s donation of Tk 
2,50,000) was handed over to the President of the country.459

•  Donations to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1991): The Chamber decided to 
issue an appeal for generous donations to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund for the 
cyclone and tornado damage suffered by mills and factories in Chittagong and the 
colossal loss of lives and properties in the coastal areas experienced on 29 April 
in 1991. There was a good response to the appeal and cheques amounting to Tk 
21 lakhs were handed over to the Prime Minister.460

•  Donation of Winter Clothes to Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1998): To mitigate the 
sufferings of the poor who were badly affected by the cold winter that the country 
had experienced, the Chamber donated a sizable quantity of winter clothing to 
the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund.461

•  Contributions to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1999): As decided by the 
Chamber Committee, the Chamber contributed relief goods worth Tk 5 lacs from 
its own fund and also raised another Tk 11 lacs as contributions from 
member-�irms and donated the amount to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund for 
distribution to �lood-affected people.462

•  Donation to the Liberation War Museum (2001): The Chamber contributed an 
amount of Tk 5 lac toward the creation of an ‘Endowment Fund’ for the Liberation 
War Museum.463

•  Donation to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (2005): As decided by the Committee, 
an appeal was made to member-�irms for donations through the Chamber to the 
Prime Minister’s Relief Fund to provide relief to �lood-affected people. A sum of 
Tk 13 lac was received from 22 member-�irms Tk 5 lacs from the Chamber’s own 
funds who added and the total amount was handed over to the Prime Minister on 
2 August, 2004.464

•  Beauti�ication and Maintenance of Road Island (2005): The Chamber was asked by 
the Government to take up the work of beauti�ication and maintenance of the 
traf�ic island from Bijoy Sarani to Farm Gate Police Box as part of the 
beauti�ication programme of Dhaka City Corporation (DCC). The Chamber took 
up the work and six member-�irms, viz. Apex Tannery Ltd., Advanced Chemical 
Industries Ltd., Renata Limited, Square Pharmaceuticals Ltd., Transcom Limited 

and Reliance Insurance Ltd contributed Tk 3 lac each and Nestle Bangladesh Ltd 
contributed Tk 1 lac to meet the expenditure incurred in the project.465

•  Donations to the Chief Adviser’s Relief and Welfare Fund (2008): The Chamber 
appealed to its members for generous donations to the Chief Adviser’s Relief and 
Welfare Fund to provide urgent relief and succor to the �lood and ‘Sidr’-affected 
people in the northern and south-western regions of the country. The member’s 
contributions were handed over to the Chief Adviser to the Government of 
Bangladesh.466

5.5 Donations/ Contributions as CSR at a Glance (Selected)

Some examples of the Chamber’s contributions to Government-sponsored programs and 
charitable, cultural and sports organizations are as follows:

•  During the �irst phase of the Chamber (NCC, 1904-1950), Dacca Club (1911), 
Dacca Museum (1913) and Narayanganj Club were supported either by the 
Chamber itself, or by its members, who were active members of these clubs.

•  1943: The government opened a ‘Gruel Kitchen’ for feeding famine-stricken 
people. The Narayanganj Chamber came forward to help distressed people and 
approached member-�irms to do their best for the sufferers. As a result, mill 
owners opened ration-shops.

•  1950: The Chamber donated enthusiastically to the Government Refugee Fund. 
The Chamber also nominated MM Ispahani (1955), WR Longwill (1955), JM Diza 
(1956), M Naser-ud-din Khan (1957) to the Government Refugee Relief 
Committee.

•  1952: Donations were made to the Pakistan Hockey Team. Each member of the 
Chamber contributed Rs 100.

•  1953: A donation was made to the Lawn Tennis Association.

•  1953: The Chamber presented a large bore ri�le as prize at the Shooting 
Championship of the Quaid-e-Azam Ri�le Club.

•  1954: Rs 250 was contributed to the Sir Stafford Cripps Memorial Trust by each 
member-�irm of the Chamber upon the request of the Governor-General.

•  1954: Donation was made to the Bengal Combined Forces Flag Day.

•  1954: The Chamber participated in the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II.

•  1955: DNCCI contributed to the 6th Pakistan Economic Association Conference 
held in Chittagong.

•  1955: A donation was made to the Sir Stafford Cripps Memorial Trust.

•  1955: The Chamber and its members donated Rs 25,735 to the Chief Minister’s 
Flood Relief Fund.

•  1955: The Chamber contributed Rs 10,000 to the Union Training Scheme.

•  1956: The Chamber donated to the Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen’s Fund on the 
occasion of Combined Forces Flag Day.

•  1956: The DNCCI participated, hosted and shared the cost, along with the 
Chittagong Chamber and other Trade organizations of hosting a dinner party for 
the Prime Minister of Pakistan.

•  1956: The Chamber received an appeal to donate money to the National Relief 
Association of Pakistan and requested member-�irms to contribute to it.

•  1956: A donation was made to the Pakistan Conference for Social Work.

•  1957: The Chamber contributed to the celebration of Universal Children Day.

•  1957: The Chamber circulated a request to its members for donating money to Sir 
Salimullah Muslim Orphanage.

•  1957: AK Fazlul Haque, Governor of East Pakistan, made an appeal for donation 
to the Governor’s Relief Fund to help distressed people. The Chamber responded 
positively and came up with a huge contribution.

•  1958: The DNCCI made a donation to the EP Sports Federation.

•  1958: The Chamber took up a cleanup program named the Dacca Cleanup 
Campaign.

•  1958: Chief Minister Ataur Rahman Khan approached the Chamber for funds for 
the victims of famine and epidemics in some parts of East Pakistan. In response, 
the Chamber donated a sizeable amount to the Governor’s Wife’s Relief Fund.

•  1959: The Chamber made donations to the Horse and Cattle Show in Dhaka.

•  1961: NCCI donated money to the Businessmen Seminar held in Dacca.

•  1969: In accordance with past practice, the Chamber Committee considered various 
appeals and made donations to the Governor’s Cyclone Relief Fund; the Defence of 
Pakistan Day; and the 5th Pakistan Boy Scouts National Jamboree Fund.

•  1970: A severe cyclone devastated the country on 12 November. The Chamber 
Committee appealed to member-�irms to donate to the President’s East Pakistan 
Relief Fund. Apart from individual contributions the Chamber handed over Rs 
25,000 to the Military Secretary to the Governor.

•  1970: A donation was made to All Pakistan’s Science Conference.

•  1977: A donation was made to the Press Institute of Bangladesh.

•  1999: Contributions were made by the Chamber to the Prime Minister’s Relief 
Fund.

•  2004: The Chamber organizes donations to �lood-affected people.

•  2007: MCCI, Dhaka made donations to the Chief Adviser’s Relief and Welfare 
Fund.

•  2014: The Chamber, jointly with the Rangpur Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, distributed blankets among the poor and vulnerable people of Rangpur.

            CONCLUSION: INTO THE FUTURE

In its 110 years history, the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCI) has 
undergone numerous changes and overcome innumerable vicissitudes as it traversed the 
twentieth century. However, it has entered the new century and millennium as a vibrant 
organization, eager to build on the experience it has accumulated in its evolutionary phase, 
and poised not only to assist its members proactively in their business dealings but also to 
contribute positively to the trade and commerce of the nation in every possible way.

When MCCI began its journey in Narayanganj, as the Narayanganj Chamber of 
Commerce in 1904, it was an organization consisting of British business people, focused 
almost entirely on the trading of one commodity, jute. Its second phase, as the 
Dhaka-Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce, lasted only from 1950 to 1952 and not much 
could be claimed for its workings at that time, for two years is never enough to leave a mark 
in any sphere. The third phase of MCCI’s evolution, when it became the Dacca-Narayanganj 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, although once again brief (1952-59), marked a 
decisive alteration in the Chamber’s orientation as well as membership, as local business 
people now began to take an active part in it and as the business interests of its members 
began to diversify signi�icantly. The fourth phase was in every way momentous, for 
between 1959 and 1979, East Pakistan had become Bangladesh, and the political process 
that led to the liberation of the country in 1971 led to intrinsic changes in the membership 
of the Chamber as well as the trade and business activities of its members. And from 1979 
onwards, the Chamber has gone from strength to strength; it is now accustomed to play the 
role of the premier organization of its type of a country whose economy has been 
expanding signi�icantly and whose business interests now have truly global dimensions.

This book has attempted to present the rich history of MCCI and trace its development 
from a �ledgling body to a sizable organization that has now become a considerable 
presence in the region. But, the Chamber is determined to build on the reputation it has 
acquired and forge ahead in the new millennium when the demands of globalization and 

the advent of new forms of businesses and technological innovations are transforming the 
business environment everywhere rapidly. There are also new problems that MCCI and its 
members are trying to solve together or in league with other agencies and organizations, 
such as environmental degradation. In the new millennium, MCCI is also trying to 
disseminate the philosophy of corporate social responsibility in a much more systematic 
and comprehensive manner than ever before. Certainly, this book has tried to re�lect such 
preoccupations of the Chamber in its current phase.

MCCI can, however, con�idently look forward to a future in which it will continue to 
play a leading role in contributing to business affairs of the country and in pioneering paths 
to prosperity and development in alliance with governmental and non-governmental 
agencies working for a Bangladesh dedicated to realizing the United Nations’ millennial 
goals. The Chamber is determined to utilize its resources for proactively promoting trade 
and industry in the region. It is also bent on continuing to be an effective channel of 
communication between the country’s business community and the government.

This book, published on the anniversary of the 110 years of MCCI’s existence, is thus 
an occasion for looking back and re�lecting on the circumstances of the birth and growth of 
the chamber. It will, hopefully, allow its readers to consider the achievements of the 
Chamber to date and will introduce them to the rich tradition to which its members are 
heirs. Hopefully, too, it will inspire members to think of future roads to be taken and heights 
to be scaled so that MCCI can continue to play a lead role in contributing to business in 
Bangladesh and in promoting regional and international business alliances in the coming 
decades of the new millennium.

This book is by no means an exhaustive record of the Chamber’s evolution and 
activities over the decades. A fuller work could surely have been contemplated based on a 
more through reading of existing historical documents and reports of the Chamber, more 
access to other archival material stored in libraries in Britain and India, and more extensive 
interviews taken with Chamber personalities still living. But perhaps the preceding pages 
have allowed readers more than a glimpse of the varied and essential features of the 
Chamber’s evolution and have given them a better understanding and appreciation of the 
Chamber’s progress than can be found in any other source at present. No doubt a more 
substantial history of the Chamber is still to be written; all we can hope is that this work 
will be seen as a notable attempt at recording the main phases and features of MCCI’s 
history and a work worthy of an organization observing its 110th anniversary.

Selected Events/Activities (1904-2014)

1904
• The establishment of the Chamber, consisting of sixteen members, including the 

President, Vice-President and Honorary Secretary.

1913
• The Honorary Secretary of NCC submits opinion on ‘A Bill to Amend the Indian 

Companies Act, 1913’, to the Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
General Department, on August 26, 1913.

1917
• Mr AL Godden (Honorary Secretary of NCC) gives an opinion on ‘Proposal to 

Suppress the Adulteration of Indian Produce before Export’ to the Under 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Commerce Department, on October 17, 
1917.

1921
• The Chamber unanimously favors the imperial preference on the ‘Tariff Policy of 

the Government of India Trade after the War, Free Trade System, Protection, 
Imperial Preference, etc.’ through a letter to the Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, Commerce Department, November 19, 1921.

1924
• NCC participates in the formation of ‘The Indian Trade Unions Bill 1924’, 

forwarding its opinion to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Commerce 
Department, November 12, 1924.

• Mr RN Story (Honorary Secretary of NCC) comments on ‘Periods of Wage 
Payment Bill’ to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Commerce 
Department, on November 25, 1924.

1930
• The Chamber participates in the preparation of the ‘The Draft Indian Partnership 

Bill’, forwarding the committee meeting decisions to the Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, Commerce Department. It is represented by Mr JH 
Kirkland (Honorary Secretary of NCC), March 1, 1930.

1940

• The Chamber contributes to the passing of ‘The Bengal Shops and Establishments 
Bill, 1939’. Mr H Williams, the Honorary Secretary of NCC, communicates the 
Chamber’s views to the Joint Secretary, Government of Bengal, Commerce and 
Labour Department, on January 6, 1940.

1949 

• Memorandum and Articles of Association adopted by special resolution passed at 
an Extraordinary General Meeting held on 11 April, 1949.

• Mr Graham, President of the Associated Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan, 
visits NCC and meets committee members. 

1950

• NCC sends some suggestions to Associated Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan 
for adoption.

• NCC takes an initiative to open a Dacca City Of�ice in a committee meeting held on 
4 April.

• ‘Dacca’ was included in the altered name of the Chamber at an Extraordinary 
General Meeting held on 12 May. 

1952

• ‘Industry’ is included in the name of the Chamber on 15 July at an Extraordinary 
General Meeting and the committee approves ‘Dacca-Narayanganj Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry’ as the new name; believing that the industrialization of 
East Pakistan will make it of increasing importance.

1953

• Begum Viquarun Nisa Noon, wife of His Excellency, the Governor of East Bengal, 
addresses the Chamber on 3 February. The Chamber President is nominated to 
serve on the Governing Body of the Viquarun Nisa Noon School. The Chamber 
donates Rs 61,750 to the school.

• The Chamber takes an initiative on 10 March regarding the improvement of 
telegraphic communication between East Pakistan and United States and 
approves the scheme of a radio link through Manila.

• The Chamber, in its committee meeting held on 22 June, decides to publish a 
monthly bulletin from July 1953. The Chamber also considers bringing out a 
commercial periodical in the future.

• The Chamber is invited by the Chancellor of the University of Dhaka to nominate 
a member to the Court of the University.

1954

• The Honorable Prime Minister is present at the Annual General Meeting on 8 
January and gives an address. 

• His Excellency Sir Gilbert Laithwaite, High Commissioner for the United Kingdom 
in Pakistan, visits the Chamber and has a meeting with committee members 
(14-15 January).

• The Chamber is requested, in March 1954, by the London Chamber of Commerce 
to act as an examining authority in the eastern part of Bengal. The proposal is 
accepted by the Chamber and a supervisory committee is appointed for this 
purpose. 

1955

• United States Trade Mission visits DNCCI on 21 August.

• The Chamber donates Rs 10,750 to the Trade Union Workers Training Scheme, 
introduced by the Government of East Bengal on 11 October.

• The 6th All Pakistan Economic Conference is held in Chittagong from 26-30 
December. The Chamber participates and contributes actively to proceedings.

 1956

• Sir Alexander Symon, High Commissioner for United Kingdom, visits the 
Chamber and meets Committee members on 16 January. 

• Reception to the Governor General of Pakistan, Major General Iskander Mirza and 
Begum Mirza on 24 January.

• AK Fazlul Haque, Governor of East Pakistan, attends the AGM of DNCCI on 6 April 
as the Chief Guest and delivers a speech.

• Mr Mohammad Ali, Prime Minister of Pakistan, delivers a speech to members of 
DNCCI on 30 April.

• Sir Alexander Symon, High Commissioner for United Kingdom, visits the 
Chamber on 16 January and meets committee members. 

1957

• Mr Haas, French Trade Counsellor in Pakistan (27 March), and Mr M Kadir, 
Governor of the State Bank of Pakistan (7 January), visit the Chamber and  
interact with members.

• Dr Hernan Romero, ILO Expert on Social Security, visits DNCCI on 20 December.

 1958

• Mr RF Kinsey and Mr DN Twyford of the Export Credit Guarantee Corporation, UK 
visit DNCCI on 23 January.

• The Chamber committee has a discussion meeting Mr Eugene Braderman, 
Director of International Trade, US Department of Commerce, USA on 30 January.

• AK Fazlul Haque, Governor of East Pakistan, attends the 53rd AGM of DNCCI on 4 
March as Chief Guest and delivers a speech.

• Members of the World Bank’s Economic Mission, headed by Mr G Neil Perry, visit 
the Chamber on 3 June.

• The 54th AGM is held on 9 December in the Chamber Of�ice. Mr Zakir Husain, 
Governor of East Pakistan, is present as the Chief Guest.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held, on re-organization of the Chamber, on 
20 December. 

• Mr Zul�iquar Ali Bhutto, Minister for Commerce of the Government of Pakistan, 
meets the Chamber committee on 26 December.

1959

• The government renames and reorganizes the Chamber as the ‘Narayanganj 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry’ by issuing a letter and license on 20 March 
which is approved unanimously in an Extraordinary General Meeting of the 
Chamber held on 11 August. 

1960

• Members of the US Trade Mission visit the Chamber on 11 February and meet the 
Chamber Committee. 

• The Chamber decides on 23 May to donate the Henderson Road land to the 
Naryanganj Education Society with the stipulation that the Society will change its 
name to the ‘Narayanganj Chamber Education Society’ and that the Chamber will 
have a certain number of representatives on the Board of Directors.

1961

• The Chamber participates in the Asian Trade Seminar held in Karachi for 6 days 
from 28 December 1961 to 2 January 1962.

• Under pressure from the Chamber, the Minister for Commerce, on 14 September, 
�inally announces 34 percent reduction in the export duty on tea.

1962

• NCCI and DCCI reach an agreement in regard to the jurisdiction of these two 
Chambers as follows: 1. Narayanganj Chamber: Bhairab, Tongi, Faridpur and 
Goalundo; 2. Dacca Chamber: Tangail and Tejgaon.

• Federation of Pakistan Chamber of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) asks NCCI on 
23 February to nominate a delegate to the 46th session of the ILO Conference.

• The Chamber Committee meets French team of bankers and industrialists on 15 
March.

• The Chamber protests the newly framed rules on ‘Trade Organization Ordinance 
1961’ and resolves accordingly at a committee meeting held on 7 June. 

• NCCI receives an invitation from the Chicago Chamber of Commerce on 12 April 
and representatives attend the Chicago International Trade Fair from 25 July to 
12 August.

1963 

• Abdul Monem Khan, Governor of East Pakistan, joins the AGM of the Chamber 
held on 31 January as the Chief Guest.

• NCCI participates in the convention of the All Pakistan Chamber of Commerce 
held on 24 September and the All Pakistan Exporter’s Convention held on 16 
November.

• The Chamber sanctions a donation on 10 October to the Economics Department 
of Dhaka University for organizing an exhibition on the Economic Development of 
Pakistan.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of NCCI 
is amended on 15 October.

1964

• An important meeting is held on 5 March between the Federation of British 
Industries Group led by Mr FJE Tearle and the NCCI Committee.

• An Italian Trade delegation visits the Chamber on 16 July and has a joint meeting 
with NCCI and the Pakistan Jute Association. 

1965

• The Chamber forwards concrete suggestions on taxation policy to the Ministry of 
Finance on 11 March.

• Cyclone-effected employees of the NCCI and member �irms are given one month’s 
gross salary for quick recovery.

• The President of Pakistan and the Governor of the East Pakistan call upon the 
business community on 18 August to help in the war effort. NCCI handles the 
situation tactically and says that this matter should be taken up by the zonal 
committee of the Federation of Pakistan Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(FPCCI).

• NCCI takes an initiative on 25 November to set up a proper Business 
Administration Institute in University of Dhaka after conducting a meeting with 
Dr Den Orescanin, Advisor of the Institute. 

1966

• Major General HWG Wijeyekoon, Ceylonese High Commissioner in Pakistan, 
visits the Chamber on 17 November.

1967

• Michael Montague and Ian F Trevor, Chairman and Executive Secretary of the 
British National Export Council’s Asia Committee visit NCCI on 16 October and 
meet the Chamber committee.

• NCCI purchases Al-Bawany Chamber Building (122/124, Motijheel, Dhaka) on 1 
November and sets up the new of�ice of the Chamber. 

• NCCI sells its old building (87/88, Motijheel, Dhaka) to the Pakistan Red Cross 
Society for Rs 6 lakh 50 thousand on 2 November.

• Chinese Trade Delegation and German Economic Mission come to the Chamber 
of�ice and have meetings on 31 October and 17 November. 

• In order to raise money to purchase ‘Al-Bawany Chamber’ in Dacca, the Chamber 
building in Narayanganj is sold to the Pakistan Jute Association in November for 
Rs 6 lakhs.

1968

• The Chamber receives and holds meetings with the US Trade and Investment 
Mission (19 February), the Spanish Trade Delegation (20 March) and the Italian 
Trade Delegation (23 March).

1970

• Vice-Admiral SM Ahsan, Governor of East Pakistan, joins the second part of the 
65th AGM held on 6 May and delivers his speech at Hotel Inter-Continental.

• 8 delegates from NCCI join the Businessmen’s Convention in Dacca in July and 
project the Chamber’s point of view.

1971

• In a meeting, held on 12 March, the Chamber decides to break from its tradition 
of non-involvement in political movement of any kind. Deeming the current 
movement a people’s one, the Chamber Committee unanimously agrees to get 
involved with it under the leadership of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

• The Chamber decides in a committee meeting on 22 December to congratulate 
the Mukti Bahini and offer thanks for its services towards the freedom of the 
country. The meeting demands immediate release of the Father of the Nation, 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

• The Committee decides that the Chamber pledge its whole-hearted support to the 
government in its task of building a prosperous country free from exploitations. 

• NCCI condemns the inhuman massacre of intellectuals and demands an enquiry 
into the matter in a committee meeting held on 22 December. 

1972

• In a committee meeting held on 4 February the Chamber decides to arrange a tea 
party instead of their regular annual dinner party in keeping with the need for 
austerity.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of NCCI 
are amended on 18 March.

• Mr MR Siddiqi, Minister for Trade and Commerce, delivers a speech at the AGM 
held on 23 March.

1974

• The Chamber Committee decides at meetings on 10 January and 18 December 
that no function will be organized and that no Chief Guest will henceforth be 
invited to AGMs.

• NCCI meets the Minister for Industries to present its views on measures needed 
to be taken for the improvement of investment in the country.

1975

• The Chamber Committee submits proposals for Import and Export Policies for 
the July-December 1975 shipping period and for the 1975-76 �inancial years, 
respectively.

• The Committee discusses the question of af�iliation of the Chamber with the 
Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry and decides to 
join the Federation.

• NCCI successfully opposes a proposal on the formation of a Federation of 
Bangladesh Export Organisation by the Ministry of Commerce. 

1976

• The 71st AGM is held on 17 February and Dr MN Huda, member of the Advisory 
Council to the President of Bangladesh and Chief Martial Law Administrator, joins 
the annual dinner, which is followed by the AGM. 

• The Chamber President informs the committee on 30 June that the Ministry of 
Commerce, Government of Bangladesh, had asked the Chamber to arrange a 
meeting with the Trade Delegation from Pakistan.

• President of the NCCI is included in the Committee on New Design and 
Reconstruction of Shaheed Minar on 9 September.

• The Chamber is invited to be part of a delegation to Malaysia, Singapore, Hong 
Kong and Japan to invite foreign investors to Bangladesh.

• The NCCI President has a meeting with the Chief Martial Law Administrator held 
on 8 December.

1977

• The Chamber committee meets a Belgian Delegation of Industrialists on 17 
January.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of NCCI 
are amended on 24 March.

• The Chamber Committee has a meeting on 10 May with Mr Claude Vidalain, 
Charge De Mission, French External Trade Council.

• Japanese Trade Delegation visits NCCI.

• Two delegates from the NCCI join a Six-Week International Training Course on 
‘Export Development for Private Businessmen’ in Canberra (Australia) from 1 
November to 14 December.

1978

• Mr Jamal Uddin Ahmed, Member of the President’s Council of Advisors, in-charge 
of the Ministry of Industries, delivers a speech at the Chamber’s luncheon on 2 
March in reply to the address by the Chamber President, Mr Anis ud Dowla.

• Economic Mission of Italian Traders and Industrialists and 10-Member Nepalese 
Trade Delegation visit NCCI and have meetings with the Chamber committee on 7 
February and 27 March respectively. A mission from Investment Promotion 
Services, Switzerland is received by the Chamber.

• The Chamber continues to conduct examinations of the London Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry held during the months of December (1977) and May 
(1978) respectively.

• At the request of the Planning Commission, Government of Bangladesh, a seminar 
on the Two-Year Plan is held at the Chamber Building on 20 June to re�lect the 
views of trade and industry to the draft plan. NCCI presents 3 papers on the issue 
at the meeting.

1979

• NCCI celebrates the Diamond Jubilee of the Chamber (1904-1979) and publishes 
an Annual Report (1978-79) with 11 messages from past presidents, dignitaries 
as well as 3 special articles. Supplements are published in four local dailies. 

• The Chamber Committee �inalizes its suggestions for the Import Policy for 
1979-80 which are forwarded for consideration to the Ministry of Commerce. 
Most of the suggestions are accepted by the government.

• Mr Saifur Rahman, Minister for Commerce of Government of Bangladesh, delivers 
a speech in reply to the address by the President of NCCI at the Diamond Jubilee 
Celebration on 20 June.

• The National Board of Revenue approves the Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent 
and Scholarship Fund on 3 July.

• Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Dacca (MCCI), emerges 
replacing NCCI the requirements of government regulations. This change is 
approved at an Extraordinary General Meeting held on 20 December. 

1980

• MCCI members attend the Third General Conference of the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) held in New Delhi from 21 
January to 8 February and a member presents a paper on ‘Industrialisation in the 
1980s and Beyond: Its Logic and Policies’. The Chamber hands over a copy of the 
paper to the Deputy Prime Minister in-charge of the Ministry of Industries, 
Government of Bangladesh.

• Mr Jamal Uddin Ahmad, Deputy Prime Minister in-charge of the Ministry of 
Industries, Government of Bangladesh, delivers a speech at the Annual Dinner on 
the occasion of the 75th AGM of the Chamber on 15 March.

• The Chamber committee has a series of meetings with Dr WJ Rijpma, Director, 
CBI, Rotterdam, The Netherlands on 4 February; the Review Mission of the 
International Trade Centre, Geneva and the Swedish International Development 
Agency on 23 October; and Mr EJ Westnedge, Director of British Executive Service 
Overseas (BESO) and others on 24 November. 

1981

• Representatives of the British and South Asian Trade Association, London and 
President of the Fuji Economic Planning Corporation of Japan and other 
representatives visit MCCI on 29 January and 14 April respectively.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and Articles of Association of MCCI are 
amended by a special resolution on 7 February.

• Justice A Sattar, Vice President of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, delivers a 
speech at the Annual Dinner on the occasion of the 76th AGM of the Chamber on 2 
April.

• Two important delegations come to the Chamber this year – one an 
eight-member delegation of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 

Industry and the other a delegation of the Association of Indian Engineering 
Industry. Both meetings prove mutually fruitful.

• Two-member and Five-member World Bank Teams have meetings with the 
Chamber Committee on 15 October and 23 October respectively.

• MCCI submits a paper on ‘Credit Policy’ to Bangladesh Bank.

1982

• The Chamber has meetings with Ministers for Industries, Finance and Planning 
and recommends denationalization of jute and textile, submitting a written paper 
on ‘Nationalisation of Industries in Bangladesh – A Review of the Experiment: A 
Case for Denationalisation’.

• MCCI congratulates the government for announcing a liberal industrial policy. 
The committee also examines the newly promulgated Ordinance – Drugs 
(Control) Ordinance, 1982 which prohibited manufacture and import of a large 
number of pharmaceutical products.

• Mr AJ Cliff, Chief of the Bangladesh Division of the World Bank and the World 
Bank Mission, visits MCCI on 7 October.

1983

• The Chamber Committee meets Dr HA Wuttke, the Executive Vice-President of 
International Finance Corporation, an af�iliate of the World Bank and his team, in 
the �irst week of January.

• MCCI meets with the Chief Martial Law Administrator Lt General HM Ershad on 4 
May, and the President and the immediate past President of the Chamber deliver 
their speeches highlighting import, export and other relevant policies for 
1983-84. The meeting is attended by Ministers, Heads of Diplomatic Missions, 
Secretaries of different Ministries, senior civil and military of�icials and members 
of trade and industry.

• The Chamber considers a proposal for formation of a Joint Chamber of Commerce 
between MCCI and the Chamber of Trade of Nepal and for sending a trade 
delegation to Nepal sometime in October or November.

• Bangladesh-Japan Joint Committee for Commercial and Economic Co-operation 
led by Mr Kiku Ikeda has a meeting with the Chamber Committee, followed by 
lunch, on 21 November.

• Memorandum of Association amended by Special Resolution is passed at an 
Extraordinary General Meeting held on 28 December. 

1984

• A number of important visitors and delegations visit MCCI during the year. 
Among them are: a Delegation from Engineering Export Promotion Council of 
India led by Mr JL Anand (11 April), a 13 Member delegation from the Federation 
of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry (23 July) and a World Bank/ 
ADB Team on 17 October.

• The Committee �inalizes the Chamber’s comments on two important documents 
for the Planning Commission – ‘Thoughts on the Third Five-Year Plan (1985-90)’ 
and ‘Thoughts about Perspective Plan (1980-2000)’.

• The Committee considers the invitation of the International Chamber of 
Commerce (ICC), Paris, for af�iliation with them, and decides to join the ICC. 

1985

• The Trade Organisations Rules, 1985, is �inally gazetted on the 25 April and most 
of the views of the Chamber, earlier submitted to the government, are 
accommodated. 

• A delegation from the Arab Chamber of Commerce and a high-powered team 
from International Monetary Fund visit the Chamber and have meetings with the 
Committee on 20 April and 11 July respectively.

• The Chamber Committee meets the World Bank Team of experts on Energy 
Conservation and Development Programme, where views are exchanged for 
further development of the energy sector.

• The President of the MCCI is made a member of the 29-Member Council of the 
National Council for Industrial Development constituted by the Government of 
Bangladesh. 

1986

• A large number of visitors, including Mr Anwar Hossain, Minister for Energy and 
Mineral Resources, visit the Chamber to meet member-�irms. Several missions 
from international agencies such as World Bank, Asian Development Bank and 
International Trade Centre visit the Chamber and hold discussions on a number 
of issues.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of MCCI 
are amended by a special resolution on 10 July.

• The Chamber continues to conduct examinations of the London Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry.

1987

• World Bank, Bangladesh Malaysia Joint Colloquium and Swedish Trade 
Delegation hold discussions on a number of issues with the Chamber Committee.

• MCCI publishes a book titled Industry in Bangladesh. 

• The Chamber sends a trade delegation to Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and 
Australia to explore possibilities of further expansion of trade with these 
countries.

• The Chamber has a post-budget meeting on 6 July where the Deputy Prime 
Minister, Deputy Minister for Finance, Chairman of National Board of Revenue, 
Governor of Bangladesh Bank and Commerce Secretary are present. A number of 
member-�irms raise different problems and issues relating to new import and 
export policies. 

1988

• Messrs Don Westmore and Peter Collins, Department of Commerce, Government 
of the USA visit Chamber on 27 March and address members.

• Ms Page Ramsey Hays from United States Export-Import Bank addresses 
members of the MCCI on 8 May.

• A number of trade missions and missions from international agencies, such as 
World Bank, Asian Development Bank, International Finance Corporation and 
Commonwealth Development Corporation, hold discussions with the Chamber 
on a number of issues relating to the development of trade and commerce.

• The Chamber prepares a paper in August on increased electricity tariff and its 
adverse effects on Jute, Textile and other industries. Suggestions for Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral Resources are put forward but no action is taken by the 
government

• MCCI expresses concern at loss of working hours during November and 
December. It issues press releases showing that, out of 51 working days, mills and 
factories had lost of 232 hours production and increased losses of Tk 345 Crore.

1989

• Dr Hyung S Choi, Ex-Minister for Science and Technology, Republic of Korea, and 
a delegation from the Confederation of Engineering Industry of India (CEI) meet 
members of the Chamber.

• The Chamber Committee has a series of meetings with the Prime Minister, 
Finance Minister, Minister for Planning, Commerce Minister, and the Secretary of 
the Ministry of Industries and other important of�icials.

• The Committee approves a paper incorporating the Chamber’s suggestions for 
the Fourth Five-Year Plan. The paper is handed over to the Minister for Planning.

• A Press release is issued and letters are sent to the President and the Vice 
President of the Government of Bangladesh by MCCI on the government’s 
decisions on Insurance Business. In these letters it is pointed out that restrictions 
on the sponsors of banking companies to sponsor insurance companies has been 
retained, apparently to stop monopolistic trends in the economy, but such 
restrictions would eliminate the scope of involving many enterprising 
businessmen in the insurance industry. MCCI advises government to withdraw 
these restrictions.

• The Chamber’s Trade Delegation visits some European countries. They hold 
successful business meetings with the Confederation of British Industry, 
Confederation of German Chamber of Commerce, German Employers’ Federation 
and Stockholm Chamber of Commerce. 

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and Articles of Association of MCCI are 
amended by a special resolution on 4 September.

1990

• The Chamber Committee submits its suggestions to the government for 
amendments to the Customs Act, 1969, and the Excise Act, 1944.

• MCCI produces a short video �ilm with the help of the Board of Investment to 
depict prospects of industrialization in the country.

• Mr Bernard Vieux, Inspector General of Finance, Government of France, visits 
MCCI on 31 October and delivers a speech.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of MCCI 
are amended by a special resolution on 31 December. 

1991

• The Chamber Committee welcomes the 12th Constitution Amendment Bill, 1991 
and issues a press release declaring that it is a landmark in the journey to 
parliamentary democracy.

• MCCI expresses deep concern in a press release on 6 March over some provisions 
of the Financial Sector Adjustment Credit (FSC) agreement which the 
Government had concluded with the World Bank.

• On behalf of the business community, the Chamber requests the Finance Minister 
to solicit public opinion on ‘Banking Companies Bill, 1991’ introduced in the 
Parliament in May. MCCI claims that the bill contains some provisions which are 
contrary to the existing Companies Act and Banking Companies Ordinance, 1962.

• MCCI, DCCI and CCCI issue a joint press release on 5 June expressing concern and 
disappointment at the recent publication of a list of defaulters by the Bangladesh 
Bank. The press release emphasizes that Bangladesh Bank’s list actually has 
worked to protect defaulters.

• The Chamber members attend a meeting to discuss recently introduced VAT 
system on 4 July and feel that the system will prove to be bene�icial for the 
country in the long run.

• Mr Richard D Harding, the visiting Director of South Asian Affairs, Department of 
Commerce, Government of the USA, in a meeting with MCCI members held on 16 
July pledges continued support of his government to help promote Bangladesh’s 
export in the USA. 

1992

• The Chamber issues a press release on 17 March expressing gratitude to parties 
who refused to extend support to SKOP’s strike programme, thereby establishing 
an example of keeping national interests above political expediency. 

• The Chamber, in collaboration with the Jatiyo Press Club, organizes a two-day 
seminar on 10-11 May entitled ‘Policy Options for Economic Breakthrough’ which 
is inaugurated by Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia MP and where the closing 
session is graced by the Opposition Leader of Parliament, Sheikh Hasina MP. 

• MCCI issues a press release on 19 June on Budget for 1992-93 and expresses its 
deep concern about importance of protecting local industries by mentioning 
appropriate measures to be taken to safeguard their interest.

• An 11-member delegation from the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
led by Mr Mumtaz Ahmad meets the members of the MCCI and a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between MCCI and BCCI is signed on 1 November 
envisaging expanded industrial co-operation between India and Bangladesh.

• A large number of visitors, including Mr M Saifur Rahman, Minister for Finance, 
visit the Chamber to meet member-�irms. Several missions from international 
agencies such as Royal College of Defence Studies, UK, visit the Chamber. 
Discussions are held with Chamber members on important issues of mutual 
concern.

1993

• MCCI and the World Bank jointly organize a seminar on ‘Expanding Private 
Investment’ where the key-note speaker is Dr Hernan Buchi, former Minister for 
Finance of Chile.

• The Chamber issues a press release on 12 May stating that SKOP’s strike has been 
overwhelmingly ignored and that workers of mills and factories in Dhaka, Khulna 
and Chittagong did not respond to the strike call.

• Mr S Venkitaramanan, former Governor of the Reserve Bank of India, visits MCCI 
and delivers the key-note speech on ‘Foreign Exchange De-Regulation’ in a 
meeting held on 27 September. 

• Minister for Finance, Minister for Industries, Minister for Energy and Mineral 
Resources and Minister for Communications, separately visit the Chamber and 
meet its members in the course of the year.

• Dr Akbar Ali Khan, Chairman of NBR, addresses members of the Chamber on 13 
September and 7 December.

1994 

• A High-powered VAT Task Force consisting of senior of�icials of the government 
of Nepal meets members of the Chamber in its Conference Hall on 4 January.

• MCCI urges the government not to declare any public holiday on 30 January on 
the occasion of the City Corporation Elections in the 4 cities. It issues a press 
release on 26 January and mentions that one day’s production loss in 
non-agricultural activities amounts to at least Tk 150 crore. 

• A Turkish Delegation headed by Mr Tav�ik Isil UNEL, Prime Minister’s Under 
Secretary of Treasury and Foreign Trade, along with Mr Kutlu Ozguvene, Turkish 

Ambassador to Bangladesh, calls on the President and the Secretary General of 
the Chamber on 4 April. 

• The Chamber Committee continues to review the meeting of the Indo-Bangladesh 
Joint Economic Committee which consists of representatives of the Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII) and the Chamber. Meetings are held every month, 
alternatively in Dhaka and New Delhi or Kolkata.

• The Chamber organizes a seminar with the World Bank on ‘South Asian 
Economies in the 21st Century’, on 4 May. Lord Meghnad Desai, Professor of 
Economics of London School of Economics, is the key-note speaker. A large 
number of businessmen, diplomats, academics, journalists, trade union 
representatives and members of parliament take active part in the discussions 
that ensue.

• MCCI-CII Joint Task Force Members attend a series of meetings during the year.

• Dr Manmohan Singh, Indian Finance Minister, addresses the members of the 
Chamber in a meeting organized by the MCCI-CII Joint Task Force on 12 July.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of MCCI 
are amended by a special resolution adopted on 1 November. 

1995

• MCCI receives a letter from the Ministry of Commerce authorizing only the Export 
Promotion Bureau to issue Certi�icates of Origin (COO) in respect of textile 
products to European Union (EC) countries, under Rule 4 of the government’s 
Textile Trade and Quota Administration Rules, 1991. The Chamber decides to 
take up the matter with the government, pointing out that under the Trade 
Organisation’s Rules, 1994, the Chamber of Commerce has full authority to issue 
COO.

• The President and the Vice President of the Chamber go to Rome to participate in 
a seminar on ‘Bangladesh Investment Climate and Trade Opportunities’ held from 
30 January to 1 February.

• Mr Binod Dubey, Director of World Bank, and a group of Thai businessmen visit 
the Chamber and meet members.

• The Chief of the World Bank Resident Mission, Dhaka, Mr Pierre Landell-Mill, 
along with his senior colleagues, meets the Chamber Committee on 27 March. 

• MCCI releases a book entitled “Shaping South Asia’s Future – Role of Regional 
Cooperation” on 19 April. Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr ASM Mosta�izur 
Rahman, is present on the occasion. 

• The Ministry of Commerce requests the Chamber to attend the 6th 
Bangladesh-Pakistan Joint Economic Commission to be held in Islamabad on 25 
July. The Committee sends a member to join the meeting. 

• MCCI welcomes the trade and investment delegation from the People’s Republic 
of China to the Chamber on 12 September.

• A British Infrastructure and Technology Mission, led by Mr Peter Lee, meets 
members of the Chamber on 25 November.

1996

• A large number of visitors, including Advisers of Caretaker government, Mr Syed 
Manzur Elahi, Dr Wahiduddin Mahmud, Mr Syed Ishtiaq Ahmed and Minister for 
Commerce and Industries, Mr Tofael Ahmed, the NBR Chairman, Dr Akbar Ali 
Khan, visit and meet members of the Chamber over the course of the year. Mr 
David N Merrill (US Ambassador) and Ms Renee Veyret (French Ambassador) also 
hold meetings with the Chamber Committee.

• 13-member delegations from the Indian Foreign Service Institute meet members 
of MCCI on 13 May. The delegation is headed by Mrs Sujatha Singh.

• The 15th Batch of the BCS (Taxation) Of�icers meet Chamber members on 20 April.

• The World Bank Resident Representative, Mr Pierre Landell-Mills, along with 
other senior colleagues, meets the Chamber Committee on 30 June.

• Mr Samson H Chowdhury, Chamber President, hands over a copy of the 
Chamber’s publication entitled ‘Economic Agenda of the New Government’ to Mr 
Tofael Ahmed MP, Minister for Commerce and Industries, on 28 July.

• The Chamber issues a press release on 29 July praising the budget of 1996-97 and 
mentioning several welcome features which would help improve the investment 
climate in the country.

• A Turkish Trade Delegation led by Mr Omer Besim Kufrevi, Vice-President, 
Executive Board, Istanbul Chamber of Commerce, meet the Chamber Committee 
on 27 July and Mr Kufrevi delivers a speech.

• A Thai Trade Mission headed by Mr Photipong Lamsam, along with Mr Sunthorn 
Vidhyameth, Ambassador of Thailand in Bangladesh, meets members of MCCI on 
8 October.

• A British Trade Mission, headed by Mr David Walker, the British High 
Commissioner, and Ms Miriam R McIntosh, British Deputy High Commissioner in 
Bangladesh, meets the members of MCCI on 26 October.

• The country’s trade and industry welcomes the historic agreement reached in 
Singapore by 128 member nations of the World Trade Organization (WTO) on 13 
December. Chamber representatives take an active part as part of the Bangladesh 
delegation. 

• MCCI welcomes the Ganges Water Sharing Treaty and issues a press release on 18 
December signed by the President Samson H Chowdhury to that effect. 

1997

• Mr Tofael Ahmed MP, Minister for Commerce and Industries, addresses a 
discussion meeting on ‘Outcome of the 1st Ministerial Conference of World Trade 
Organization’ organized by DCCI and MCCI on 5 January.

• Members of the British Overseas Trade Board Mission meet the members of MCCI 
on 26 January. 

• MCCI urges the government, on behalf of the country’s trade and industry, that 
the weekly holiday be changed from Friday to Sunday. In a press release issued on 
20 March, the Chamber states that importers and exporters have been losing 
business opportunities for 2 days of the week from September 1982 onwards, 
when the weekly holiday was suddenly changed from Sunday to Friday without 
any consultation with trade and industry.

• A delegation from MCCI-CII Joint Economic Council (JEC) meets the Indian Prime 
Minister Mr IK Gujral in New Delhi on 28 May. The Indian Prime Minister 
appreciates the proactive role of the MCCI-CII JEC and shows considerable 
interest in supporting the strengthening of ties between the two countries.

• A Dutch delegation, headed by Mr W De Vries, Director for Commercial Affairs, 
City of Groningen, meets members of the Chamber on 22 June.

• An MoU is signed between MCCI and the Confederation of Singapore Industries 
on 10 July after a seminar on ‘Investment Opportunities in Bangladesh’ held in 
Singapore.

• The Chamber initiates a series of seminars to develop awareness on quality 
improvement and competitiveness, at the advent of globalization. Dr Madhab 
Mehra, President of World Quality Council, is the Resource Speaker at the �irst 
seminar held on 20 November.

• Members of the Federation of Nepalese Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
meet members of MCCI on 26 December.

• Several meetings are held with Ministers for Finance and Commerce and 
Industries during the year and the Chamber discusses the Share Market Scam and 
submits proposals to the government in this regard.

1998

• The members of the Chamber Committee meet Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on 
7 January and discuss issues relating to the Chittagong Port, Power Supply, 
Labour Sector Reforms etc.

• Dr William P Fuller, President of the Asia Foundation and Dr Karen L Casper, 
Representative of the Asia Foundation, Dhaka, meet members of the Chamber and 
speak to its members on 14 January. 

• MCCI has a meeting with the ‘South Asian Group of Eminent Persons’ on 9 
February. They exchange views with members and acknowledge the Chamber’s 
capacity to contribute in the formulation of policy guidelines for the development 
of the region.

• MCCI receives Mr Anthony Png Choo Ling, leader of the Singapore Trade and 
Investment Mission and his 12-member team at the Chamber of�ice on 23 March 
and discusses trade and investment issues.

• The Minister for Finance, Mr SAMS Kibria MP, addresses members of MCCI at a 
pre-budget discussion meeting held on 1 April.

• The Minister for Commerce and Industries, Mr Tofael Ahmed MP, addresses the 
members of MCCI at a pre-budget discussion meeting held on 27 April.

• The Chamber and Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies jointly organizes a 
Workshop on ‘Dissemination of Awareness on Environmental Conservation Act 
1995 and Rules 1997’, on 14 May. The workshop identi�ies several problem areas 
for industries arising from the legal requirements of obtaining environmental 
clearance. 

• A large number of visitors and a number of missions visit MCCI during the year. 
Among the visitors are: Ms Renee Veyret (French Ambassador), Ms Cristina 
Funes-Noppen (Belgian Ambassador), Mr Andre Lorent (Belgian Trade 
Commissioner), Dr William P Fuller (President, The Asian Foundation) and Dr 
Chakradhari Agrawal (Secretary General, World Association of Small and Medium 
Enterprises).

• Missions are received from the World Bank, IMF, Confederation of Indian Steel 
Industry and TDB SCI Singapore Infrastructure Mission. A French Trade Delegation 
and a delegation from the Indian Foreign Service also visit the Chamber.

 1999

• The Commerce Secretary, MCCI President, ICC-Bangladesh President and DCCI 
President meet delegates of the governments of SAARC countries at a meeting 
hosted by the MCCI on 31 January to discuss main features of the 3rd Tariff 
Agreement under SAPTA. 

• Dr Joseph Stiglitz, Chief Economist and Senior Vice President of the World Bank, 
visits the Chamber and meets committee members on 15 March to discuss 
economic issues.

• MCCI, FICCI, BEAF, BGMEA, Bangladesh Knitwear Manufactures and Exporters 
Association, Bangladesh Jute Spinners Association and Bangladesh Frozen Foods 
Exporters Association jointly present a press release urging reconsideration of 
hartal programme declared by political parties. The press release is issued on 12 
April.

• The Chamber extends host facilities to a Taiwan Turnkey, Engineering & 
Electronic Trade Mission from 8-9 April.

• Missions of the European Unions meet with members of the Chamber Committee 
on 11 April to discuss economic issues.

• Dr M Farashuddin, Governor of Bangladesh Bank, visits the Chamber on 17 May 
to discuss issues relating to the �inancial sector.

• A delegation from the Chamber visits Singapore to attend a seminar on ‘Business 
Opportunities in Bangladesh’ organized by the Chamber, jointly with the 
Bangladesh High Commission in Singapore, Singapore Confederation of 
Industries and Singapore Trade Development held on 14 July.

• A Business Delegation from FKCCI visits MCCI of�ice and signs Business 
Cooperation Agreement on 27 July. 

• A 15-member Trade and Investment Delegation from Singapore Confederation of 
Industry (SCI) and Singapore Trade Development Board (STDB), led by Mr 
Ridzwan Dza�ir, meets members of MCCI on 12 October. 

• The Chamber Committee meets the Minister of Commerce and Industries on 31 
December to discuss key issues.

2000

• MCCI organizes a day-long workshop on ‘Energy Management’ at the Chamber’s 
Conference Hall on 24 January.

• Dr David Carter, the British High Commissioner in Bangladesh, visits the Chamber 
on 14 February.

• The Joint Economic Council of the Confederation of Indian Industry - 
Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce & Industry (CII-MCCI JEC) holds its second 
meeting on 23 February and discusses various aspects of Indo-Bangladesh 
co-operation on trade and industry. 

• The members of the Chamber meet the Finance Minister, Mr Shah AMS Kibria, for 
a pre-budget discussion meeting held in the Chamber of�ice on 28 March. 

• Several training courses such as ‘Marketing Strategies and Sales Promotion’, and 
‘Production Planning and Quality Control’ are organized by the Chamber under 
the ‘Management Development Programme’ during the months of January- 
March, August, September and October.

• The Chamber organizes a two-day visit of a forty-member trade delegation from 
Sri Lanka-Bangladesh Business Council (SLBBC), Colombo, which explores 
business and investments prospects in Bangladesh, during March 29-30. The 
delegation has a bilateral business meeting with Chamber members where the 
Commerce Minister is present as the Chief Guest.

• The Chamber President, Mr Latifur Rahman, presents a paper on ‘Public and 
Private Sectors of the Bangladesh Economy’ at the Administrative Staff College in 
Mirpur, Dhaka on 29 March.

• Mr Jan Axel Voss, Deputy Head of Mission of German Embassy in Bangladesh, 
meets the President and Secretary-General of the Chamber on 6 July and 
discusses issues of bilateral interest. 

• The Chamber, jointly with Save the Children, UK, sponsors the launching 
ceremony of a publication “Big Business, Small Hands: Responsible Approaches 
to Child Labor” on 21 November. HRH Princess Anne of the United Kingdom 
graces the occasion.

2001

• Several training courses are organized by the Chamber under the rubric of 
‘Management Development Programme’ during the months of August, September 
and December.

• The Chamber organizes a half-day discussion meet on World Trade Organization 
(WTO) and issues arising from its programmes for phasing out of tariff and 
non-tariff barriers by January 1. Mr Muchkund Dubey, former Permanent 

Representative of India to the WTO, is the Guest Speaker. Mr MA Jalil, Minister for 
Commerce, inaugurates the Meeting. 

• A Chamber delegation headed by its President meets Chief Adviser of the 
Caretaker Government on 26 August. MCCI submits several proposals, relating to 
the development of the economy of Bangladesh, at the meeting.

• A two-day workshop on ‘Strategies for Competitive Success’ is organized by MCCI 
in collaboration with the Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta, from 19 to 20 
November. Professor Ranjan Das of IIM, Calcutta, delivers his speech as the 
Resource Person. 

2002

• Under its management development programme, the Chamber organises third 
semester classes of the One Year International Business Programme (IBP) offered 
by the Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta (IIMC), in association with the 
Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Dhaka, from 5 to 15 January.

• The Chamber meets with Mr Nicholas Stern, Chief Economist and Senior 
Vice-President of the World Bank, Washington DC, at the Chamber’s of�ice on 8 
January.

• Mr Abdul Razak Dawood, Minister of Commerce, Industries and Production of 
Pakistan, visits the Chamber and delivers a speech to members of MCCI on 29 January.

• The Chamber, under its energy management programme, organises a two-day 
workshop on ‘Energy Management in Industrial Practice’ on 17-18 February.

• The Chamber has a meeting with the Bangladesh Export Processing Zones 
Authority (BEPZA) at the Chamber Of�ice on 7 March and discusses issues of 
mutual interest, including possibilities of more investments in the EPZs of the 
country.

• The Chamber jointly with the Asian Centre for Democratic Governance and the 
Bangladesh Enterprise Institute organises a conference on ‘Strengthening 
Democratic Governance’, on 17-18 March.

• A Chamber Delegation meets the Prime Minister of Bangladesh, Begum Khaleda 
Zia, at the Prime Minister's of�ice on 30 March.

• The Chamber hosts a luncheon meeting in honour of Mr David Kilgour, MP, 
Secretary of State for Asia Paci�ic, Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade, Government of Canada, on 1 April.

• Under its ongoing Management Development Programme, the Chamber  
organizes a 5 day training course on ‘Strategic Planning in Marketing of Products 
and Services’, from 24 to 30 April.

• MCCI meets members of the Economic Reporters Forum on 15 May to share the 
Chamber’s views on the upcoming budget and other aspects of the economy of 
Bangladesh.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Developing Team Leadership Skills for Organisational 
Growth’ from 3 to 7 August.

• The Chamber under its Energy Management programme organises a two-day 
workshop on ‘How to Economise Energy Cost’, on 17-18 August.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Marketability through Effective Distribution 
Network’, from 24 to 28 August. 

• The Chamber hosts a luncheon meeting on 27 August in honour of HE Rt Hon 
Donald C Mckinnon, Commonwealth Secretary General, at the MCCI of�ice.

• The Chamber holds a discussion meeting at the MCCI of�ice on 4 September with 
the visiting President of the Japanese Commerce and Industry Association and 
JETRO Representative.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and Articles of Association of MCCI are 
amended by a special resolution on 12 September.

• The Chamber discusses bilateral trade issues with a visiting business delegation 
from the Federal Republic of Nigeria, on 19 September.

• The Chamber organises a round table discussion on 1 October on (1) merits of the 
tariff concessions recently given by the Government of India and (2) national 
preparedness to meet contractual obligations under the General Agreement on 
Trade in Services (GATS) of the WTO. Minister for Commerce attends the 
discussion as Chief Guest.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Business Communication Skills’ from 5 to 9 October.

• The Chamber organizes a round-table discussion on 29 October on trade and 
industry’s expectations from ‘Economic Diplomacy’. The Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Mr M Morshed Khan MP, attends the round-table discussions as Chief 
Guest.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Financial Management for Non-Financial Managers’ 
from 26 to 30 October.

2003

• The Chamber Committee holds a meeting on 2 January with Mr Mohammad A 
Vayid, CMG, Chairman & Managing Director, Strategic Management Consultants 
Ltd of Mauritius, to discuss possibilities of expanding business and economic 
co-operation between Mauritius and Bangladesh. 

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Improving Employee Performance: Professional Way 
of Coaching and Counselling’ from 18 to 23 February.

• A Thai Trade Delegation headed by Mr Prachuab Chaiyasan meets members of 
MCCI, DCCI and ICC-Bangladesh at the MCCI Conference Hall on 31 March.

• A Chamber Delegation meets the Prime Minister, Government of Bangladesh, at 
the Prime Minister’s of�ice on 1 April.

• Dr M Yunus, Managing Director of Grameen Bank, visits the Chamber in April and 
has discussions on the Bank’s programme for alleviation of rural poverty and for 
education and health-care activities in rural areas.

• A Chamber Delegation meets the President of Sri Lanka, Mrs Chandrika 
Kumaratunga, during her visit to Dhaka in April.

• Under its Management Development Programme, the Chamber organises a 
four-day training course on ‘Developing Effective Marketing Strategies’ from 27 
to 30 April.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organises a 
four-day training course on ‘Team Building for Organisational Growth’ from 
18-21 May.

• MCCI issues a press release on 13 June, expressing its reaction to the budget for 
2003-04 and points out that ‘the provision of conversion of black money into 
white money by investing in capital market is a retrograde step and this may 
discourage those who have been paying taxes regularly and honestly’.

• The Indian Minister for External Affairs, Mr Yashwant Sinha, has a meeting with 
MCCI on 15 July. Foreign Minister and Commerce Minister of Bangladesh and the 
Chamber President are also present on the occasion.

• A Mission of the Asian Development Bank meets members of MCCI on 20 July.

• Dr Joseph E Stiglitz, Nobel Laureate and Professor of Finance and Economics, 
Columbia Business School, USA, addresses the members of MCCI, Dhaka, at the 
Chamber of�ice on 13 August.

• Ambassador of USA in Bangladesh, Mr Harry K Thomas, visits MCCI on 24 
September and delivers a speech. 

• Lord Swaraj Paul, a member of the British House of Lords, meets the members of 
the Chamber on 8 October. The British High Commissioner and the Deputy High 
Commissioner are also present at the meeting.

• The Chamber holds a meeting at the MCCI of�ice on 20 October with Mr Guy 
Gagnon, Director, Asia Bureau, Industrial Cooperation Programme, Canadian 
Partnership Branch and Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA).

2004

• The Chamber Committee, along with some of its past presidents, meets Prime 
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia, MP, on 12 January.

• High Commissioner of India to Bangladesh, Ms Veena Sikri, visits MCCI on 15 
January and 7 October.

• In March, the Chamber signs Memorandums of Understanding (MoU) with 
Australian Business Limited and State Chamber of Commerce (New South Wales).

• Dr Muhammad Yunus, the Managing Director of Grameen Bank, addresses 
members of MCCI on 17 April at the Chamber Conference Hall.

• The Chamber meets Mr Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, Minister for Local Government, 
Rural Development and Co-operatives, in May and discusses the law and order 
situation, overall governance, policy support to industry, free trade with India, 
port facilities and other important issues. 

• The Chamber, jointly with Singapore Manufacturer’s Federation, Singapore 
Enterprises Ltd., Bangladesh High Commission in Singapore and the Hongkong 
and Shanghai Banking Corporation Limited, organizes an Investors’ Conference in 
Singapore on 20 May. A large number of Singaporean entrepreneurs attend the 
conference.

• The Chamber holds a discussion and dinner meeting at a city hotel on 24 June 
with the Singapore Prime Minister, HE Mr Goh Chok Tong.

• The Chamber holds a discussion meeting on 27 June with Mr AKM Mosharraf 
Hossain, MP, Minister for Energy and Mineral Resources, Government of 
Bangladesh, at the MCCI of�ice. 

• The Chamber meeting decides to celebrate its centenary in a be�itting manner. A 
committee under a former president is set up to chalk out a detailed program.

• The Chamber holds a meeting on 11 October with the visiting Organisation 
Development Adviser of the Confederation of Danish industries at the MCCI 
of�ice.

• The Chamber organizes a seminar on 9 December on the occasion of the release 
of the World Bank’s �lagship publication, Global Economic Prospects-2005. Mr Uri 
Dadush, Director, Trade Department and Mr Richard Newfarmer, Lead Economist 
from the World Bank’s Washington Of�ice, Secretary, Ministry of Commerce, 
Government of Bangladesh, and Country Director, World Bank, Dhaka, among 
others, are present attend the seminar.

• The 100th AGM of MCCI is held on 30 December at the Chamber’s Conference Hall. 
39 members attend.

2005

• A Chamber delegation, headed by the President, visits Chittagong Port on 12 
January and meets the Chairman and other senior of�icials of the Chittagong Port 
Authority to discuss issues pertaining to enhancing the operational ef�iciency of 
Chittagong Port and privatization of some of the port services.

• The Chamber Committee meets the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr M Morshed 
Khan MP, at his of�ice on the 15 January and donates books worth Taka one lac for 
the library of the Bangladesh High Commission in New Delhi, India.

• A Chamber Delegation, led by its President, calls on the Governor, Bangladesh 
Bank, Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed, on 18 April.

• A delegation from the Chamber headed by its President, Mr Kutubuddin Ahmed, 
along with some former Presidents, calls on the Hon’ble Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia, MP, at her of�ice on 4 May. The delegation discusses key issues 
concerning the economic interest of the country, including increase in Bank 
interest rates; liquidity crises in the banking sector; continuation of Tax Holiday 
scheme which was supposed to be terminated on 30 June, 2005; and national 
minimum wages. The Prime Minister appreciates the Chamber’s concern on the 
above issues.

• An 11-member Chinese Government Economic and Trade Delegation headed by 
Mr Wang Chao, the �irst Vice-Governor of Dehong Dai and Jingpo Autonomous 
Prefecture, Yunnan Province, China, visits the Chamber on 8 June. The delegation 
discusses matters relating to trade between Bangladesh and China.

• The Chamber Committee meets the Finance Minister, Mr M Saifur Rahman, MP, at 
his of�ice on 27 June and discusses important issues.

455 Minutes of the NCCI, 1974, 20 August, p. 1240.
456 Annual Report of the NCCI, 1975, pp. 17-18.
457 Annual Report of the MCCI: Dacca, 1981, p. 32.
458 Annual Report of the MCCI: Dacca, 1984, p. 42.
459 Annual Report of the MCCI: Dhaka, 1988, p. 26.



MCCI : A Journey156

5.4 Other Services to the Nation (Selective)

•  Road Repairs (1952): Mr Baikie drew the attention of the Chamber Committee to 
the shocking condition of roads in Narayanganj and Dacca. The Chamber wrote to 
the Local-Self Government Department, Government of East Bengal, to take 
necessary actions for immediate repair of roads.449

•  Food Supplies (1955): There appeared to be a shortage of rice in Dacca and 
Narayanganj, causing a steep rise in prices. A large number of ‘fair price’ shops 
had been opened at Dacca, but it appeared that there was a shortage of supplies 
in Narayanganj. The Chamber urged the government to give priority to food 
supplies to industrial areas and to open more ‘fair price’ shops in Narayanganj.450

•  Chief Minister’s Flood Relief Fund (1955): Mr Ispahani advised members that he 
had recently been reminded by the Chief Secretary about the Chief Ministers’ 
Flood Relief Fund. ‘The Chief Secretary was somehow under the impression that 
the Chamber was not doing its best in contributing to the relief work’. The amount 
hitherto received by the Chamber amounted to nearly Rs 8,000. It circulated a 
reminder to member-�irms to come forward and do their best in the situation.451

•  Double Tract Road (1962): The Chamber took the initiative to help build a double 
tract road in Narayanganj as the only road in the city was getting more and more 
congested every day.452

•  Henderson Road (1970): The Chamber decided to assist in repair work of 
Henderson Road in Narayanganj.453

•  Donations to the East Pakistan Relief Fund (1970): The Committee noted that total 
donations to the Presidents’ East Pakistan Relief Fund amounted to Rs 27,700. It 
was agreed that as soon as this amount exceed Rs 30,000, a cheque would be 
handed over to the Governor.454

•  Donation to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1974): The President appealed to 
member-�irms for donations to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund to help provide 
succor to the �lood-stricken people. The minimum and maximum donations 

recommended to member-�irms were Tk 1000 and Tk 5000. The President 
informed them that in response to his appeal, a total donation of Tk 64,000 had 
been received by 5 August, 1974 which, along with a donation of Tk 6,000 from 
the Chamber, he handed over to the Prime Minister on the same day. The 
committee was informed that subsequently two cheques for Tk 5,000 each were 
received which were then forwarded to the Prime Minister.455

•  Donation to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1975): In accordance with its past 
practice the Chamber Committee considered an appeal for donation to the Prime 
Minister’s Relief Fund to help provide succor to �lood-stricken people. On the 
recommendation of the chamber, donations from member totalling Tk 69,000 
was received. With the Chamber’s own donation of Tk 6,000, a total sum of Tk 
75,000 was donated to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund.456

•  Flood in the Country: Donation to President’s Relief Fund (1980): The Chamber 
Committee discussed the situation arising from the �loods in the country in 
August, 1980 and in response donations were received and cheques for a total of 
Tk 2,10,000 were handed over to the Hon’ble Vice-President. The committee also 
decided that member-�irms, who had been approached for �lood relief by their 
workers actually affected by the �loods, should consider giving them one month’s 
salary recoverable in six monthly installments.457

•  Donation to the Presidents’ Relief and Welfare-Fund (1984): The committee 
considered an appeal for donation to the President’ Relief and Welfare-Fund in 
view of widespread damage to crops and properties caused by the devastating 
�lood in May-June, 1984, and decided that an appeal be made to all members of 
the Chamber to pay at least a sum of Tk 5,000 to the fund. In response to the 
appeal, a total of Tk 3,35,500 was received and handed over to the President’s 
Secretariat.458

•  Donation to the Presidents’ Relief & Welfare Fund (1988): In response to an appeal 
made by the President of the Chamber, donations were received from some 
member-�irms and a total of Tk 7,83,626 (inclusive of chamber’s donation of Tk 
2,50,000) was handed over to the President of the country.459

•  Donations to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1991): The Chamber decided to 
issue an appeal for generous donations to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund for the 
cyclone and tornado damage suffered by mills and factories in Chittagong and the 
colossal loss of lives and properties in the coastal areas experienced on 29 April 
in 1991. There was a good response to the appeal and cheques amounting to Tk 
21 lakhs were handed over to the Prime Minister.460

•  Donation of Winter Clothes to Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1998): To mitigate the 
sufferings of the poor who were badly affected by the cold winter that the country 
had experienced, the Chamber donated a sizable quantity of winter clothing to 
the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund.461

•  Contributions to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1999): As decided by the 
Chamber Committee, the Chamber contributed relief goods worth Tk 5 lacs from 
its own fund and also raised another Tk 11 lacs as contributions from 
member-�irms and donated the amount to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund for 
distribution to �lood-affected people.462

•  Donation to the Liberation War Museum (2001): The Chamber contributed an 
amount of Tk 5 lac toward the creation of an ‘Endowment Fund’ for the Liberation 
War Museum.463

•  Donation to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (2005): As decided by the Committee, 
an appeal was made to member-�irms for donations through the Chamber to the 
Prime Minister’s Relief Fund to provide relief to �lood-affected people. A sum of 
Tk 13 lac was received from 22 member-�irms Tk 5 lacs from the Chamber’s own 
funds who added and the total amount was handed over to the Prime Minister on 
2 August, 2004.464

•  Beauti�ication and Maintenance of Road Island (2005): The Chamber was asked by 
the Government to take up the work of beauti�ication and maintenance of the 
traf�ic island from Bijoy Sarani to Farm Gate Police Box as part of the 
beauti�ication programme of Dhaka City Corporation (DCC). The Chamber took 
up the work and six member-�irms, viz. Apex Tannery Ltd., Advanced Chemical 
Industries Ltd., Renata Limited, Square Pharmaceuticals Ltd., Transcom Limited 

and Reliance Insurance Ltd contributed Tk 3 lac each and Nestle Bangladesh Ltd 
contributed Tk 1 lac to meet the expenditure incurred in the project.465

•  Donations to the Chief Adviser’s Relief and Welfare Fund (2008): The Chamber 
appealed to its members for generous donations to the Chief Adviser’s Relief and 
Welfare Fund to provide urgent relief and succor to the �lood and ‘Sidr’-affected 
people in the northern and south-western regions of the country. The member’s 
contributions were handed over to the Chief Adviser to the Government of 
Bangladesh.466

5.5 Donations/ Contributions as CSR at a Glance (Selected)

Some examples of the Chamber’s contributions to Government-sponsored programs and 
charitable, cultural and sports organizations are as follows:

•  During the �irst phase of the Chamber (NCC, 1904-1950), Dacca Club (1911), 
Dacca Museum (1913) and Narayanganj Club were supported either by the 
Chamber itself, or by its members, who were active members of these clubs.

•  1943: The government opened a ‘Gruel Kitchen’ for feeding famine-stricken 
people. The Narayanganj Chamber came forward to help distressed people and 
approached member-�irms to do their best for the sufferers. As a result, mill 
owners opened ration-shops.

•  1950: The Chamber donated enthusiastically to the Government Refugee Fund. 
The Chamber also nominated MM Ispahani (1955), WR Longwill (1955), JM Diza 
(1956), M Naser-ud-din Khan (1957) to the Government Refugee Relief 
Committee.

•  1952: Donations were made to the Pakistan Hockey Team. Each member of the 
Chamber contributed Rs 100.

•  1953: A donation was made to the Lawn Tennis Association.

•  1953: The Chamber presented a large bore ri�le as prize at the Shooting 
Championship of the Quaid-e-Azam Ri�le Club.

•  1954: Rs 250 was contributed to the Sir Stafford Cripps Memorial Trust by each 
member-�irm of the Chamber upon the request of the Governor-General.

•  1954: Donation was made to the Bengal Combined Forces Flag Day.

•  1954: The Chamber participated in the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II.

•  1955: DNCCI contributed to the 6th Pakistan Economic Association Conference 
held in Chittagong.

•  1955: A donation was made to the Sir Stafford Cripps Memorial Trust.

•  1955: The Chamber and its members donated Rs 25,735 to the Chief Minister’s 
Flood Relief Fund.

•  1955: The Chamber contributed Rs 10,000 to the Union Training Scheme.

•  1956: The Chamber donated to the Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen’s Fund on the 
occasion of Combined Forces Flag Day.

•  1956: The DNCCI participated, hosted and shared the cost, along with the 
Chittagong Chamber and other Trade organizations of hosting a dinner party for 
the Prime Minister of Pakistan.

•  1956: The Chamber received an appeal to donate money to the National Relief 
Association of Pakistan and requested member-�irms to contribute to it.

•  1956: A donation was made to the Pakistan Conference for Social Work.

•  1957: The Chamber contributed to the celebration of Universal Children Day.

•  1957: The Chamber circulated a request to its members for donating money to Sir 
Salimullah Muslim Orphanage.

•  1957: AK Fazlul Haque, Governor of East Pakistan, made an appeal for donation 
to the Governor’s Relief Fund to help distressed people. The Chamber responded 
positively and came up with a huge contribution.

•  1958: The DNCCI made a donation to the EP Sports Federation.

•  1958: The Chamber took up a cleanup program named the Dacca Cleanup 
Campaign.

•  1958: Chief Minister Ataur Rahman Khan approached the Chamber for funds for 
the victims of famine and epidemics in some parts of East Pakistan. In response, 
the Chamber donated a sizeable amount to the Governor’s Wife’s Relief Fund.

•  1959: The Chamber made donations to the Horse and Cattle Show in Dhaka.

•  1961: NCCI donated money to the Businessmen Seminar held in Dacca.

•  1969: In accordance with past practice, the Chamber Committee considered various 
appeals and made donations to the Governor’s Cyclone Relief Fund; the Defence of 
Pakistan Day; and the 5th Pakistan Boy Scouts National Jamboree Fund.

•  1970: A severe cyclone devastated the country on 12 November. The Chamber 
Committee appealed to member-�irms to donate to the President’s East Pakistan 
Relief Fund. Apart from individual contributions the Chamber handed over Rs 
25,000 to the Military Secretary to the Governor.

•  1970: A donation was made to All Pakistan’s Science Conference.

•  1977: A donation was made to the Press Institute of Bangladesh.

•  1999: Contributions were made by the Chamber to the Prime Minister’s Relief 
Fund.

•  2004: The Chamber organizes donations to �lood-affected people.

•  2007: MCCI, Dhaka made donations to the Chief Adviser’s Relief and Welfare 
Fund.

•  2014: The Chamber, jointly with the Rangpur Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, distributed blankets among the poor and vulnerable people of Rangpur.

            CONCLUSION: INTO THE FUTURE

In its 110 years history, the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCI) has 
undergone numerous changes and overcome innumerable vicissitudes as it traversed the 
twentieth century. However, it has entered the new century and millennium as a vibrant 
organization, eager to build on the experience it has accumulated in its evolutionary phase, 
and poised not only to assist its members proactively in their business dealings but also to 
contribute positively to the trade and commerce of the nation in every possible way.

When MCCI began its journey in Narayanganj, as the Narayanganj Chamber of 
Commerce in 1904, it was an organization consisting of British business people, focused 
almost entirely on the trading of one commodity, jute. Its second phase, as the 
Dhaka-Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce, lasted only from 1950 to 1952 and not much 
could be claimed for its workings at that time, for two years is never enough to leave a mark 
in any sphere. The third phase of MCCI’s evolution, when it became the Dacca-Narayanganj 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, although once again brief (1952-59), marked a 
decisive alteration in the Chamber’s orientation as well as membership, as local business 
people now began to take an active part in it and as the business interests of its members 
began to diversify signi�icantly. The fourth phase was in every way momentous, for 
between 1959 and 1979, East Pakistan had become Bangladesh, and the political process 
that led to the liberation of the country in 1971 led to intrinsic changes in the membership 
of the Chamber as well as the trade and business activities of its members. And from 1979 
onwards, the Chamber has gone from strength to strength; it is now accustomed to play the 
role of the premier organization of its type of a country whose economy has been 
expanding signi�icantly and whose business interests now have truly global dimensions.

This book has attempted to present the rich history of MCCI and trace its development 
from a �ledgling body to a sizable organization that has now become a considerable 
presence in the region. But, the Chamber is determined to build on the reputation it has 
acquired and forge ahead in the new millennium when the demands of globalization and 

the advent of new forms of businesses and technological innovations are transforming the 
business environment everywhere rapidly. There are also new problems that MCCI and its 
members are trying to solve together or in league with other agencies and organizations, 
such as environmental degradation. In the new millennium, MCCI is also trying to 
disseminate the philosophy of corporate social responsibility in a much more systematic 
and comprehensive manner than ever before. Certainly, this book has tried to re�lect such 
preoccupations of the Chamber in its current phase.

MCCI can, however, con�idently look forward to a future in which it will continue to 
play a leading role in contributing to business affairs of the country and in pioneering paths 
to prosperity and development in alliance with governmental and non-governmental 
agencies working for a Bangladesh dedicated to realizing the United Nations’ millennial 
goals. The Chamber is determined to utilize its resources for proactively promoting trade 
and industry in the region. It is also bent on continuing to be an effective channel of 
communication between the country’s business community and the government.

This book, published on the anniversary of the 110 years of MCCI’s existence, is thus 
an occasion for looking back and re�lecting on the circumstances of the birth and growth of 
the chamber. It will, hopefully, allow its readers to consider the achievements of the 
Chamber to date and will introduce them to the rich tradition to which its members are 
heirs. Hopefully, too, it will inspire members to think of future roads to be taken and heights 
to be scaled so that MCCI can continue to play a lead role in contributing to business in 
Bangladesh and in promoting regional and international business alliances in the coming 
decades of the new millennium.

This book is by no means an exhaustive record of the Chamber’s evolution and 
activities over the decades. A fuller work could surely have been contemplated based on a 
more through reading of existing historical documents and reports of the Chamber, more 
access to other archival material stored in libraries in Britain and India, and more extensive 
interviews taken with Chamber personalities still living. But perhaps the preceding pages 
have allowed readers more than a glimpse of the varied and essential features of the 
Chamber’s evolution and have given them a better understanding and appreciation of the 
Chamber’s progress than can be found in any other source at present. No doubt a more 
substantial history of the Chamber is still to be written; all we can hope is that this work 
will be seen as a notable attempt at recording the main phases and features of MCCI’s 
history and a work worthy of an organization observing its 110th anniversary.

Selected Events/Activities (1904-2014)

1904
• The establishment of the Chamber, consisting of sixteen members, including the 

President, Vice-President and Honorary Secretary.

1913
• The Honorary Secretary of NCC submits opinion on ‘A Bill to Amend the Indian 

Companies Act, 1913’, to the Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
General Department, on August 26, 1913.

1917
• Mr AL Godden (Honorary Secretary of NCC) gives an opinion on ‘Proposal to 

Suppress the Adulteration of Indian Produce before Export’ to the Under 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Commerce Department, on October 17, 
1917.

1921
• The Chamber unanimously favors the imperial preference on the ‘Tariff Policy of 

the Government of India Trade after the War, Free Trade System, Protection, 
Imperial Preference, etc.’ through a letter to the Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, Commerce Department, November 19, 1921.

1924
• NCC participates in the formation of ‘The Indian Trade Unions Bill 1924’, 

forwarding its opinion to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Commerce 
Department, November 12, 1924.

• Mr RN Story (Honorary Secretary of NCC) comments on ‘Periods of Wage 
Payment Bill’ to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Commerce 
Department, on November 25, 1924.

1930
• The Chamber participates in the preparation of the ‘The Draft Indian Partnership 

Bill’, forwarding the committee meeting decisions to the Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, Commerce Department. It is represented by Mr JH 
Kirkland (Honorary Secretary of NCC), March 1, 1930.

1940

• The Chamber contributes to the passing of ‘The Bengal Shops and Establishments 
Bill, 1939’. Mr H Williams, the Honorary Secretary of NCC, communicates the 
Chamber’s views to the Joint Secretary, Government of Bengal, Commerce and 
Labour Department, on January 6, 1940.

1949 

• Memorandum and Articles of Association adopted by special resolution passed at 
an Extraordinary General Meeting held on 11 April, 1949.

• Mr Graham, President of the Associated Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan, 
visits NCC and meets committee members. 

1950

• NCC sends some suggestions to Associated Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan 
for adoption.

• NCC takes an initiative to open a Dacca City Of�ice in a committee meeting held on 
4 April.

• ‘Dacca’ was included in the altered name of the Chamber at an Extraordinary 
General Meeting held on 12 May. 

1952

• ‘Industry’ is included in the name of the Chamber on 15 July at an Extraordinary 
General Meeting and the committee approves ‘Dacca-Narayanganj Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry’ as the new name; believing that the industrialization of 
East Pakistan will make it of increasing importance.

1953

• Begum Viquarun Nisa Noon, wife of His Excellency, the Governor of East Bengal, 
addresses the Chamber on 3 February. The Chamber President is nominated to 
serve on the Governing Body of the Viquarun Nisa Noon School. The Chamber 
donates Rs 61,750 to the school.

• The Chamber takes an initiative on 10 March regarding the improvement of 
telegraphic communication between East Pakistan and United States and 
approves the scheme of a radio link through Manila.

• The Chamber, in its committee meeting held on 22 June, decides to publish a 
monthly bulletin from July 1953. The Chamber also considers bringing out a 
commercial periodical in the future.

• The Chamber is invited by the Chancellor of the University of Dhaka to nominate 
a member to the Court of the University.

1954

• The Honorable Prime Minister is present at the Annual General Meeting on 8 
January and gives an address. 

• His Excellency Sir Gilbert Laithwaite, High Commissioner for the United Kingdom 
in Pakistan, visits the Chamber and has a meeting with committee members 
(14-15 January).

• The Chamber is requested, in March 1954, by the London Chamber of Commerce 
to act as an examining authority in the eastern part of Bengal. The proposal is 
accepted by the Chamber and a supervisory committee is appointed for this 
purpose. 

1955

• United States Trade Mission visits DNCCI on 21 August.

• The Chamber donates Rs 10,750 to the Trade Union Workers Training Scheme, 
introduced by the Government of East Bengal on 11 October.

• The 6th All Pakistan Economic Conference is held in Chittagong from 26-30 
December. The Chamber participates and contributes actively to proceedings.

 1956

• Sir Alexander Symon, High Commissioner for United Kingdom, visits the 
Chamber and meets Committee members on 16 January. 

• Reception to the Governor General of Pakistan, Major General Iskander Mirza and 
Begum Mirza on 24 January.

• AK Fazlul Haque, Governor of East Pakistan, attends the AGM of DNCCI on 6 April 
as the Chief Guest and delivers a speech.

• Mr Mohammad Ali, Prime Minister of Pakistan, delivers a speech to members of 
DNCCI on 30 April.

• Sir Alexander Symon, High Commissioner for United Kingdom, visits the 
Chamber on 16 January and meets committee members. 

1957

• Mr Haas, French Trade Counsellor in Pakistan (27 March), and Mr M Kadir, 
Governor of the State Bank of Pakistan (7 January), visit the Chamber and  
interact with members.

• Dr Hernan Romero, ILO Expert on Social Security, visits DNCCI on 20 December.

 1958

• Mr RF Kinsey and Mr DN Twyford of the Export Credit Guarantee Corporation, UK 
visit DNCCI on 23 January.

• The Chamber committee has a discussion meeting Mr Eugene Braderman, 
Director of International Trade, US Department of Commerce, USA on 30 January.

• AK Fazlul Haque, Governor of East Pakistan, attends the 53rd AGM of DNCCI on 4 
March as Chief Guest and delivers a speech.

• Members of the World Bank’s Economic Mission, headed by Mr G Neil Perry, visit 
the Chamber on 3 June.

• The 54th AGM is held on 9 December in the Chamber Of�ice. Mr Zakir Husain, 
Governor of East Pakistan, is present as the Chief Guest.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held, on re-organization of the Chamber, on 
20 December. 

• Mr Zul�iquar Ali Bhutto, Minister for Commerce of the Government of Pakistan, 
meets the Chamber committee on 26 December.

1959

• The government renames and reorganizes the Chamber as the ‘Narayanganj 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry’ by issuing a letter and license on 20 March 
which is approved unanimously in an Extraordinary General Meeting of the 
Chamber held on 11 August. 

1960

• Members of the US Trade Mission visit the Chamber on 11 February and meet the 
Chamber Committee. 

• The Chamber decides on 23 May to donate the Henderson Road land to the 
Naryanganj Education Society with the stipulation that the Society will change its 
name to the ‘Narayanganj Chamber Education Society’ and that the Chamber will 
have a certain number of representatives on the Board of Directors.

1961

• The Chamber participates in the Asian Trade Seminar held in Karachi for 6 days 
from 28 December 1961 to 2 January 1962.

• Under pressure from the Chamber, the Minister for Commerce, on 14 September, 
�inally announces 34 percent reduction in the export duty on tea.

1962

• NCCI and DCCI reach an agreement in regard to the jurisdiction of these two 
Chambers as follows: 1. Narayanganj Chamber: Bhairab, Tongi, Faridpur and 
Goalundo; 2. Dacca Chamber: Tangail and Tejgaon.

• Federation of Pakistan Chamber of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) asks NCCI on 
23 February to nominate a delegate to the 46th session of the ILO Conference.

• The Chamber Committee meets French team of bankers and industrialists on 15 
March.

• The Chamber protests the newly framed rules on ‘Trade Organization Ordinance 
1961’ and resolves accordingly at a committee meeting held on 7 June. 

• NCCI receives an invitation from the Chicago Chamber of Commerce on 12 April 
and representatives attend the Chicago International Trade Fair from 25 July to 
12 August.

1963 

• Abdul Monem Khan, Governor of East Pakistan, joins the AGM of the Chamber 
held on 31 January as the Chief Guest.

• NCCI participates in the convention of the All Pakistan Chamber of Commerce 
held on 24 September and the All Pakistan Exporter’s Convention held on 16 
November.

• The Chamber sanctions a donation on 10 October to the Economics Department 
of Dhaka University for organizing an exhibition on the Economic Development of 
Pakistan.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of NCCI 
is amended on 15 October.

1964

• An important meeting is held on 5 March between the Federation of British 
Industries Group led by Mr FJE Tearle and the NCCI Committee.

• An Italian Trade delegation visits the Chamber on 16 July and has a joint meeting 
with NCCI and the Pakistan Jute Association. 

1965

• The Chamber forwards concrete suggestions on taxation policy to the Ministry of 
Finance on 11 March.

• Cyclone-effected employees of the NCCI and member �irms are given one month’s 
gross salary for quick recovery.

• The President of Pakistan and the Governor of the East Pakistan call upon the 
business community on 18 August to help in the war effort. NCCI handles the 
situation tactically and says that this matter should be taken up by the zonal 
committee of the Federation of Pakistan Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(FPCCI).

• NCCI takes an initiative on 25 November to set up a proper Business 
Administration Institute in University of Dhaka after conducting a meeting with 
Dr Den Orescanin, Advisor of the Institute. 

1966

• Major General HWG Wijeyekoon, Ceylonese High Commissioner in Pakistan, 
visits the Chamber on 17 November.

1967

• Michael Montague and Ian F Trevor, Chairman and Executive Secretary of the 
British National Export Council’s Asia Committee visit NCCI on 16 October and 
meet the Chamber committee.

• NCCI purchases Al-Bawany Chamber Building (122/124, Motijheel, Dhaka) on 1 
November and sets up the new of�ice of the Chamber. 

• NCCI sells its old building (87/88, Motijheel, Dhaka) to the Pakistan Red Cross 
Society for Rs 6 lakh 50 thousand on 2 November.

• Chinese Trade Delegation and German Economic Mission come to the Chamber 
of�ice and have meetings on 31 October and 17 November. 

• In order to raise money to purchase ‘Al-Bawany Chamber’ in Dacca, the Chamber 
building in Narayanganj is sold to the Pakistan Jute Association in November for 
Rs 6 lakhs.

1968

• The Chamber receives and holds meetings with the US Trade and Investment 
Mission (19 February), the Spanish Trade Delegation (20 March) and the Italian 
Trade Delegation (23 March).

1970

• Vice-Admiral SM Ahsan, Governor of East Pakistan, joins the second part of the 
65th AGM held on 6 May and delivers his speech at Hotel Inter-Continental.

• 8 delegates from NCCI join the Businessmen’s Convention in Dacca in July and 
project the Chamber’s point of view.

1971

• In a meeting, held on 12 March, the Chamber decides to break from its tradition 
of non-involvement in political movement of any kind. Deeming the current 
movement a people’s one, the Chamber Committee unanimously agrees to get 
involved with it under the leadership of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

• The Chamber decides in a committee meeting on 22 December to congratulate 
the Mukti Bahini and offer thanks for its services towards the freedom of the 
country. The meeting demands immediate release of the Father of the Nation, 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

• The Committee decides that the Chamber pledge its whole-hearted support to the 
government in its task of building a prosperous country free from exploitations. 

• NCCI condemns the inhuman massacre of intellectuals and demands an enquiry 
into the matter in a committee meeting held on 22 December. 

1972

• In a committee meeting held on 4 February the Chamber decides to arrange a tea 
party instead of their regular annual dinner party in keeping with the need for 
austerity.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of NCCI 
are amended on 18 March.

• Mr MR Siddiqi, Minister for Trade and Commerce, delivers a speech at the AGM 
held on 23 March.

1974

• The Chamber Committee decides at meetings on 10 January and 18 December 
that no function will be organized and that no Chief Guest will henceforth be 
invited to AGMs.

• NCCI meets the Minister for Industries to present its views on measures needed 
to be taken for the improvement of investment in the country.

1975

• The Chamber Committee submits proposals for Import and Export Policies for 
the July-December 1975 shipping period and for the 1975-76 �inancial years, 
respectively.

• The Committee discusses the question of af�iliation of the Chamber with the 
Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry and decides to 
join the Federation.

• NCCI successfully opposes a proposal on the formation of a Federation of 
Bangladesh Export Organisation by the Ministry of Commerce. 

1976

• The 71st AGM is held on 17 February and Dr MN Huda, member of the Advisory 
Council to the President of Bangladesh and Chief Martial Law Administrator, joins 
the annual dinner, which is followed by the AGM. 

• The Chamber President informs the committee on 30 June that the Ministry of 
Commerce, Government of Bangladesh, had asked the Chamber to arrange a 
meeting with the Trade Delegation from Pakistan.

• President of the NCCI is included in the Committee on New Design and 
Reconstruction of Shaheed Minar on 9 September.

• The Chamber is invited to be part of a delegation to Malaysia, Singapore, Hong 
Kong and Japan to invite foreign investors to Bangladesh.

• The NCCI President has a meeting with the Chief Martial Law Administrator held 
on 8 December.

1977

• The Chamber committee meets a Belgian Delegation of Industrialists on 17 
January.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of NCCI 
are amended on 24 March.

• The Chamber Committee has a meeting on 10 May with Mr Claude Vidalain, 
Charge De Mission, French External Trade Council.

• Japanese Trade Delegation visits NCCI.

• Two delegates from the NCCI join a Six-Week International Training Course on 
‘Export Development for Private Businessmen’ in Canberra (Australia) from 1 
November to 14 December.

1978

• Mr Jamal Uddin Ahmed, Member of the President’s Council of Advisors, in-charge 
of the Ministry of Industries, delivers a speech at the Chamber’s luncheon on 2 
March in reply to the address by the Chamber President, Mr Anis ud Dowla.

• Economic Mission of Italian Traders and Industrialists and 10-Member Nepalese 
Trade Delegation visit NCCI and have meetings with the Chamber committee on 7 
February and 27 March respectively. A mission from Investment Promotion 
Services, Switzerland is received by the Chamber.

• The Chamber continues to conduct examinations of the London Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry held during the months of December (1977) and May 
(1978) respectively.

• At the request of the Planning Commission, Government of Bangladesh, a seminar 
on the Two-Year Plan is held at the Chamber Building on 20 June to re�lect the 
views of trade and industry to the draft plan. NCCI presents 3 papers on the issue 
at the meeting.

1979

• NCCI celebrates the Diamond Jubilee of the Chamber (1904-1979) and publishes 
an Annual Report (1978-79) with 11 messages from past presidents, dignitaries 
as well as 3 special articles. Supplements are published in four local dailies. 

• The Chamber Committee �inalizes its suggestions for the Import Policy for 
1979-80 which are forwarded for consideration to the Ministry of Commerce. 
Most of the suggestions are accepted by the government.

• Mr Saifur Rahman, Minister for Commerce of Government of Bangladesh, delivers 
a speech in reply to the address by the President of NCCI at the Diamond Jubilee 
Celebration on 20 June.

• The National Board of Revenue approves the Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent 
and Scholarship Fund on 3 July.

• Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Dacca (MCCI), emerges 
replacing NCCI the requirements of government regulations. This change is 
approved at an Extraordinary General Meeting held on 20 December. 

1980

• MCCI members attend the Third General Conference of the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) held in New Delhi from 21 
January to 8 February and a member presents a paper on ‘Industrialisation in the 
1980s and Beyond: Its Logic and Policies’. The Chamber hands over a copy of the 
paper to the Deputy Prime Minister in-charge of the Ministry of Industries, 
Government of Bangladesh.

• Mr Jamal Uddin Ahmad, Deputy Prime Minister in-charge of the Ministry of 
Industries, Government of Bangladesh, delivers a speech at the Annual Dinner on 
the occasion of the 75th AGM of the Chamber on 15 March.

• The Chamber committee has a series of meetings with Dr WJ Rijpma, Director, 
CBI, Rotterdam, The Netherlands on 4 February; the Review Mission of the 
International Trade Centre, Geneva and the Swedish International Development 
Agency on 23 October; and Mr EJ Westnedge, Director of British Executive Service 
Overseas (BESO) and others on 24 November. 

1981

• Representatives of the British and South Asian Trade Association, London and 
President of the Fuji Economic Planning Corporation of Japan and other 
representatives visit MCCI on 29 January and 14 April respectively.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and Articles of Association of MCCI are 
amended by a special resolution on 7 February.

• Justice A Sattar, Vice President of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, delivers a 
speech at the Annual Dinner on the occasion of the 76th AGM of the Chamber on 2 
April.

• Two important delegations come to the Chamber this year – one an 
eight-member delegation of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 

Industry and the other a delegation of the Association of Indian Engineering 
Industry. Both meetings prove mutually fruitful.

• Two-member and Five-member World Bank Teams have meetings with the 
Chamber Committee on 15 October and 23 October respectively.

• MCCI submits a paper on ‘Credit Policy’ to Bangladesh Bank.

1982

• The Chamber has meetings with Ministers for Industries, Finance and Planning 
and recommends denationalization of jute and textile, submitting a written paper 
on ‘Nationalisation of Industries in Bangladesh – A Review of the Experiment: A 
Case for Denationalisation’.

• MCCI congratulates the government for announcing a liberal industrial policy. 
The committee also examines the newly promulgated Ordinance – Drugs 
(Control) Ordinance, 1982 which prohibited manufacture and import of a large 
number of pharmaceutical products.

• Mr AJ Cliff, Chief of the Bangladesh Division of the World Bank and the World 
Bank Mission, visits MCCI on 7 October.

1983

• The Chamber Committee meets Dr HA Wuttke, the Executive Vice-President of 
International Finance Corporation, an af�iliate of the World Bank and his team, in 
the �irst week of January.

• MCCI meets with the Chief Martial Law Administrator Lt General HM Ershad on 4 
May, and the President and the immediate past President of the Chamber deliver 
their speeches highlighting import, export and other relevant policies for 
1983-84. The meeting is attended by Ministers, Heads of Diplomatic Missions, 
Secretaries of different Ministries, senior civil and military of�icials and members 
of trade and industry.

• The Chamber considers a proposal for formation of a Joint Chamber of Commerce 
between MCCI and the Chamber of Trade of Nepal and for sending a trade 
delegation to Nepal sometime in October or November.

• Bangladesh-Japan Joint Committee for Commercial and Economic Co-operation 
led by Mr Kiku Ikeda has a meeting with the Chamber Committee, followed by 
lunch, on 21 November.

• Memorandum of Association amended by Special Resolution is passed at an 
Extraordinary General Meeting held on 28 December. 

1984

• A number of important visitors and delegations visit MCCI during the year. 
Among them are: a Delegation from Engineering Export Promotion Council of 
India led by Mr JL Anand (11 April), a 13 Member delegation from the Federation 
of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry (23 July) and a World Bank/ 
ADB Team on 17 October.

• The Committee �inalizes the Chamber’s comments on two important documents 
for the Planning Commission – ‘Thoughts on the Third Five-Year Plan (1985-90)’ 
and ‘Thoughts about Perspective Plan (1980-2000)’.

• The Committee considers the invitation of the International Chamber of 
Commerce (ICC), Paris, for af�iliation with them, and decides to join the ICC. 

1985

• The Trade Organisations Rules, 1985, is �inally gazetted on the 25 April and most 
of the views of the Chamber, earlier submitted to the government, are 
accommodated. 

• A delegation from the Arab Chamber of Commerce and a high-powered team 
from International Monetary Fund visit the Chamber and have meetings with the 
Committee on 20 April and 11 July respectively.

• The Chamber Committee meets the World Bank Team of experts on Energy 
Conservation and Development Programme, where views are exchanged for 
further development of the energy sector.

• The President of the MCCI is made a member of the 29-Member Council of the 
National Council for Industrial Development constituted by the Government of 
Bangladesh. 

1986

• A large number of visitors, including Mr Anwar Hossain, Minister for Energy and 
Mineral Resources, visit the Chamber to meet member-�irms. Several missions 
from international agencies such as World Bank, Asian Development Bank and 
International Trade Centre visit the Chamber and hold discussions on a number 
of issues.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of MCCI 
are amended by a special resolution on 10 July.

• The Chamber continues to conduct examinations of the London Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry.

1987

• World Bank, Bangladesh Malaysia Joint Colloquium and Swedish Trade 
Delegation hold discussions on a number of issues with the Chamber Committee.

• MCCI publishes a book titled Industry in Bangladesh. 

• The Chamber sends a trade delegation to Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and 
Australia to explore possibilities of further expansion of trade with these 
countries.

• The Chamber has a post-budget meeting on 6 July where the Deputy Prime 
Minister, Deputy Minister for Finance, Chairman of National Board of Revenue, 
Governor of Bangladesh Bank and Commerce Secretary are present. A number of 
member-�irms raise different problems and issues relating to new import and 
export policies. 

1988

• Messrs Don Westmore and Peter Collins, Department of Commerce, Government 
of the USA visit Chamber on 27 March and address members.

• Ms Page Ramsey Hays from United States Export-Import Bank addresses 
members of the MCCI on 8 May.

• A number of trade missions and missions from international agencies, such as 
World Bank, Asian Development Bank, International Finance Corporation and 
Commonwealth Development Corporation, hold discussions with the Chamber 
on a number of issues relating to the development of trade and commerce.

• The Chamber prepares a paper in August on increased electricity tariff and its 
adverse effects on Jute, Textile and other industries. Suggestions for Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral Resources are put forward but no action is taken by the 
government

• MCCI expresses concern at loss of working hours during November and 
December. It issues press releases showing that, out of 51 working days, mills and 
factories had lost of 232 hours production and increased losses of Tk 345 Crore.

1989

• Dr Hyung S Choi, Ex-Minister for Science and Technology, Republic of Korea, and 
a delegation from the Confederation of Engineering Industry of India (CEI) meet 
members of the Chamber.

• The Chamber Committee has a series of meetings with the Prime Minister, 
Finance Minister, Minister for Planning, Commerce Minister, and the Secretary of 
the Ministry of Industries and other important of�icials.

• The Committee approves a paper incorporating the Chamber’s suggestions for 
the Fourth Five-Year Plan. The paper is handed over to the Minister for Planning.

• A Press release is issued and letters are sent to the President and the Vice 
President of the Government of Bangladesh by MCCI on the government’s 
decisions on Insurance Business. In these letters it is pointed out that restrictions 
on the sponsors of banking companies to sponsor insurance companies has been 
retained, apparently to stop monopolistic trends in the economy, but such 
restrictions would eliminate the scope of involving many enterprising 
businessmen in the insurance industry. MCCI advises government to withdraw 
these restrictions.

• The Chamber’s Trade Delegation visits some European countries. They hold 
successful business meetings with the Confederation of British Industry, 
Confederation of German Chamber of Commerce, German Employers’ Federation 
and Stockholm Chamber of Commerce. 

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and Articles of Association of MCCI are 
amended by a special resolution on 4 September.

1990

• The Chamber Committee submits its suggestions to the government for 
amendments to the Customs Act, 1969, and the Excise Act, 1944.

• MCCI produces a short video �ilm with the help of the Board of Investment to 
depict prospects of industrialization in the country.

• Mr Bernard Vieux, Inspector General of Finance, Government of France, visits 
MCCI on 31 October and delivers a speech.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of MCCI 
are amended by a special resolution on 31 December. 

1991

• The Chamber Committee welcomes the 12th Constitution Amendment Bill, 1991 
and issues a press release declaring that it is a landmark in the journey to 
parliamentary democracy.

• MCCI expresses deep concern in a press release on 6 March over some provisions 
of the Financial Sector Adjustment Credit (FSC) agreement which the 
Government had concluded with the World Bank.

• On behalf of the business community, the Chamber requests the Finance Minister 
to solicit public opinion on ‘Banking Companies Bill, 1991’ introduced in the 
Parliament in May. MCCI claims that the bill contains some provisions which are 
contrary to the existing Companies Act and Banking Companies Ordinance, 1962.

• MCCI, DCCI and CCCI issue a joint press release on 5 June expressing concern and 
disappointment at the recent publication of a list of defaulters by the Bangladesh 
Bank. The press release emphasizes that Bangladesh Bank’s list actually has 
worked to protect defaulters.

• The Chamber members attend a meeting to discuss recently introduced VAT 
system on 4 July and feel that the system will prove to be bene�icial for the 
country in the long run.

• Mr Richard D Harding, the visiting Director of South Asian Affairs, Department of 
Commerce, Government of the USA, in a meeting with MCCI members held on 16 
July pledges continued support of his government to help promote Bangladesh’s 
export in the USA. 

1992

• The Chamber issues a press release on 17 March expressing gratitude to parties 
who refused to extend support to SKOP’s strike programme, thereby establishing 
an example of keeping national interests above political expediency. 

• The Chamber, in collaboration with the Jatiyo Press Club, organizes a two-day 
seminar on 10-11 May entitled ‘Policy Options for Economic Breakthrough’ which 
is inaugurated by Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia MP and where the closing 
session is graced by the Opposition Leader of Parliament, Sheikh Hasina MP. 

• MCCI issues a press release on 19 June on Budget for 1992-93 and expresses its 
deep concern about importance of protecting local industries by mentioning 
appropriate measures to be taken to safeguard their interest.

• An 11-member delegation from the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
led by Mr Mumtaz Ahmad meets the members of the MCCI and a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between MCCI and BCCI is signed on 1 November 
envisaging expanded industrial co-operation between India and Bangladesh.

• A large number of visitors, including Mr M Saifur Rahman, Minister for Finance, 
visit the Chamber to meet member-�irms. Several missions from international 
agencies such as Royal College of Defence Studies, UK, visit the Chamber. 
Discussions are held with Chamber members on important issues of mutual 
concern.

1993

• MCCI and the World Bank jointly organize a seminar on ‘Expanding Private 
Investment’ where the key-note speaker is Dr Hernan Buchi, former Minister for 
Finance of Chile.

• The Chamber issues a press release on 12 May stating that SKOP’s strike has been 
overwhelmingly ignored and that workers of mills and factories in Dhaka, Khulna 
and Chittagong did not respond to the strike call.

• Mr S Venkitaramanan, former Governor of the Reserve Bank of India, visits MCCI 
and delivers the key-note speech on ‘Foreign Exchange De-Regulation’ in a 
meeting held on 27 September. 

• Minister for Finance, Minister for Industries, Minister for Energy and Mineral 
Resources and Minister for Communications, separately visit the Chamber and 
meet its members in the course of the year.

• Dr Akbar Ali Khan, Chairman of NBR, addresses members of the Chamber on 13 
September and 7 December.

1994 

• A High-powered VAT Task Force consisting of senior of�icials of the government 
of Nepal meets members of the Chamber in its Conference Hall on 4 January.

• MCCI urges the government not to declare any public holiday on 30 January on 
the occasion of the City Corporation Elections in the 4 cities. It issues a press 
release on 26 January and mentions that one day’s production loss in 
non-agricultural activities amounts to at least Tk 150 crore. 

• A Turkish Delegation headed by Mr Tav�ik Isil UNEL, Prime Minister’s Under 
Secretary of Treasury and Foreign Trade, along with Mr Kutlu Ozguvene, Turkish 

Ambassador to Bangladesh, calls on the President and the Secretary General of 
the Chamber on 4 April. 

• The Chamber Committee continues to review the meeting of the Indo-Bangladesh 
Joint Economic Committee which consists of representatives of the Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII) and the Chamber. Meetings are held every month, 
alternatively in Dhaka and New Delhi or Kolkata.

• The Chamber organizes a seminar with the World Bank on ‘South Asian 
Economies in the 21st Century’, on 4 May. Lord Meghnad Desai, Professor of 
Economics of London School of Economics, is the key-note speaker. A large 
number of businessmen, diplomats, academics, journalists, trade union 
representatives and members of parliament take active part in the discussions 
that ensue.

• MCCI-CII Joint Task Force Members attend a series of meetings during the year.

• Dr Manmohan Singh, Indian Finance Minister, addresses the members of the 
Chamber in a meeting organized by the MCCI-CII Joint Task Force on 12 July.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of MCCI 
are amended by a special resolution adopted on 1 November. 

1995

• MCCI receives a letter from the Ministry of Commerce authorizing only the Export 
Promotion Bureau to issue Certi�icates of Origin (COO) in respect of textile 
products to European Union (EC) countries, under Rule 4 of the government’s 
Textile Trade and Quota Administration Rules, 1991. The Chamber decides to 
take up the matter with the government, pointing out that under the Trade 
Organisation’s Rules, 1994, the Chamber of Commerce has full authority to issue 
COO.

• The President and the Vice President of the Chamber go to Rome to participate in 
a seminar on ‘Bangladesh Investment Climate and Trade Opportunities’ held from 
30 January to 1 February.

• Mr Binod Dubey, Director of World Bank, and a group of Thai businessmen visit 
the Chamber and meet members.

• The Chief of the World Bank Resident Mission, Dhaka, Mr Pierre Landell-Mill, 
along with his senior colleagues, meets the Chamber Committee on 27 March. 

• MCCI releases a book entitled “Shaping South Asia’s Future – Role of Regional 
Cooperation” on 19 April. Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr ASM Mosta�izur 
Rahman, is present on the occasion. 

• The Ministry of Commerce requests the Chamber to attend the 6th 
Bangladesh-Pakistan Joint Economic Commission to be held in Islamabad on 25 
July. The Committee sends a member to join the meeting. 

• MCCI welcomes the trade and investment delegation from the People’s Republic 
of China to the Chamber on 12 September.

• A British Infrastructure and Technology Mission, led by Mr Peter Lee, meets 
members of the Chamber on 25 November.

1996

• A large number of visitors, including Advisers of Caretaker government, Mr Syed 
Manzur Elahi, Dr Wahiduddin Mahmud, Mr Syed Ishtiaq Ahmed and Minister for 
Commerce and Industries, Mr Tofael Ahmed, the NBR Chairman, Dr Akbar Ali 
Khan, visit and meet members of the Chamber over the course of the year. Mr 
David N Merrill (US Ambassador) and Ms Renee Veyret (French Ambassador) also 
hold meetings with the Chamber Committee.

• 13-member delegations from the Indian Foreign Service Institute meet members 
of MCCI on 13 May. The delegation is headed by Mrs Sujatha Singh.

• The 15th Batch of the BCS (Taxation) Of�icers meet Chamber members on 20 April.

• The World Bank Resident Representative, Mr Pierre Landell-Mills, along with 
other senior colleagues, meets the Chamber Committee on 30 June.

• Mr Samson H Chowdhury, Chamber President, hands over a copy of the 
Chamber’s publication entitled ‘Economic Agenda of the New Government’ to Mr 
Tofael Ahmed MP, Minister for Commerce and Industries, on 28 July.

• The Chamber issues a press release on 29 July praising the budget of 1996-97 and 
mentioning several welcome features which would help improve the investment 
climate in the country.

• A Turkish Trade Delegation led by Mr Omer Besim Kufrevi, Vice-President, 
Executive Board, Istanbul Chamber of Commerce, meet the Chamber Committee 
on 27 July and Mr Kufrevi delivers a speech.

• A Thai Trade Mission headed by Mr Photipong Lamsam, along with Mr Sunthorn 
Vidhyameth, Ambassador of Thailand in Bangladesh, meets members of MCCI on 
8 October.

• A British Trade Mission, headed by Mr David Walker, the British High 
Commissioner, and Ms Miriam R McIntosh, British Deputy High Commissioner in 
Bangladesh, meets the members of MCCI on 26 October.

• The country’s trade and industry welcomes the historic agreement reached in 
Singapore by 128 member nations of the World Trade Organization (WTO) on 13 
December. Chamber representatives take an active part as part of the Bangladesh 
delegation. 

• MCCI welcomes the Ganges Water Sharing Treaty and issues a press release on 18 
December signed by the President Samson H Chowdhury to that effect. 

1997

• Mr Tofael Ahmed MP, Minister for Commerce and Industries, addresses a 
discussion meeting on ‘Outcome of the 1st Ministerial Conference of World Trade 
Organization’ organized by DCCI and MCCI on 5 January.

• Members of the British Overseas Trade Board Mission meet the members of MCCI 
on 26 January. 

• MCCI urges the government, on behalf of the country’s trade and industry, that 
the weekly holiday be changed from Friday to Sunday. In a press release issued on 
20 March, the Chamber states that importers and exporters have been losing 
business opportunities for 2 days of the week from September 1982 onwards, 
when the weekly holiday was suddenly changed from Sunday to Friday without 
any consultation with trade and industry.

• A delegation from MCCI-CII Joint Economic Council (JEC) meets the Indian Prime 
Minister Mr IK Gujral in New Delhi on 28 May. The Indian Prime Minister 
appreciates the proactive role of the MCCI-CII JEC and shows considerable 
interest in supporting the strengthening of ties between the two countries.

• A Dutch delegation, headed by Mr W De Vries, Director for Commercial Affairs, 
City of Groningen, meets members of the Chamber on 22 June.

• An MoU is signed between MCCI and the Confederation of Singapore Industries 
on 10 July after a seminar on ‘Investment Opportunities in Bangladesh’ held in 
Singapore.

• The Chamber initiates a series of seminars to develop awareness on quality 
improvement and competitiveness, at the advent of globalization. Dr Madhab 
Mehra, President of World Quality Council, is the Resource Speaker at the �irst 
seminar held on 20 November.

• Members of the Federation of Nepalese Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
meet members of MCCI on 26 December.

• Several meetings are held with Ministers for Finance and Commerce and 
Industries during the year and the Chamber discusses the Share Market Scam and 
submits proposals to the government in this regard.

1998

• The members of the Chamber Committee meet Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on 
7 January and discuss issues relating to the Chittagong Port, Power Supply, 
Labour Sector Reforms etc.

• Dr William P Fuller, President of the Asia Foundation and Dr Karen L Casper, 
Representative of the Asia Foundation, Dhaka, meet members of the Chamber and 
speak to its members on 14 January. 

• MCCI has a meeting with the ‘South Asian Group of Eminent Persons’ on 9 
February. They exchange views with members and acknowledge the Chamber’s 
capacity to contribute in the formulation of policy guidelines for the development 
of the region.

• MCCI receives Mr Anthony Png Choo Ling, leader of the Singapore Trade and 
Investment Mission and his 12-member team at the Chamber of�ice on 23 March 
and discusses trade and investment issues.

• The Minister for Finance, Mr SAMS Kibria MP, addresses members of MCCI at a 
pre-budget discussion meeting held on 1 April.

• The Minister for Commerce and Industries, Mr Tofael Ahmed MP, addresses the 
members of MCCI at a pre-budget discussion meeting held on 27 April.

• The Chamber and Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies jointly organizes a 
Workshop on ‘Dissemination of Awareness on Environmental Conservation Act 
1995 and Rules 1997’, on 14 May. The workshop identi�ies several problem areas 
for industries arising from the legal requirements of obtaining environmental 
clearance. 

• A large number of visitors and a number of missions visit MCCI during the year. 
Among the visitors are: Ms Renee Veyret (French Ambassador), Ms Cristina 
Funes-Noppen (Belgian Ambassador), Mr Andre Lorent (Belgian Trade 
Commissioner), Dr William P Fuller (President, The Asian Foundation) and Dr 
Chakradhari Agrawal (Secretary General, World Association of Small and Medium 
Enterprises).

• Missions are received from the World Bank, IMF, Confederation of Indian Steel 
Industry and TDB SCI Singapore Infrastructure Mission. A French Trade Delegation 
and a delegation from the Indian Foreign Service also visit the Chamber.

 1999

• The Commerce Secretary, MCCI President, ICC-Bangladesh President and DCCI 
President meet delegates of the governments of SAARC countries at a meeting 
hosted by the MCCI on 31 January to discuss main features of the 3rd Tariff 
Agreement under SAPTA. 

• Dr Joseph Stiglitz, Chief Economist and Senior Vice President of the World Bank, 
visits the Chamber and meets committee members on 15 March to discuss 
economic issues.

• MCCI, FICCI, BEAF, BGMEA, Bangladesh Knitwear Manufactures and Exporters 
Association, Bangladesh Jute Spinners Association and Bangladesh Frozen Foods 
Exporters Association jointly present a press release urging reconsideration of 
hartal programme declared by political parties. The press release is issued on 12 
April.

• The Chamber extends host facilities to a Taiwan Turnkey, Engineering & 
Electronic Trade Mission from 8-9 April.

• Missions of the European Unions meet with members of the Chamber Committee 
on 11 April to discuss economic issues.

• Dr M Farashuddin, Governor of Bangladesh Bank, visits the Chamber on 17 May 
to discuss issues relating to the �inancial sector.

• A delegation from the Chamber visits Singapore to attend a seminar on ‘Business 
Opportunities in Bangladesh’ organized by the Chamber, jointly with the 
Bangladesh High Commission in Singapore, Singapore Confederation of 
Industries and Singapore Trade Development held on 14 July.

• A Business Delegation from FKCCI visits MCCI of�ice and signs Business 
Cooperation Agreement on 27 July. 

• A 15-member Trade and Investment Delegation from Singapore Confederation of 
Industry (SCI) and Singapore Trade Development Board (STDB), led by Mr 
Ridzwan Dza�ir, meets members of MCCI on 12 October. 

• The Chamber Committee meets the Minister of Commerce and Industries on 31 
December to discuss key issues.

2000

• MCCI organizes a day-long workshop on ‘Energy Management’ at the Chamber’s 
Conference Hall on 24 January.

• Dr David Carter, the British High Commissioner in Bangladesh, visits the Chamber 
on 14 February.

• The Joint Economic Council of the Confederation of Indian Industry - 
Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce & Industry (CII-MCCI JEC) holds its second 
meeting on 23 February and discusses various aspects of Indo-Bangladesh 
co-operation on trade and industry. 

• The members of the Chamber meet the Finance Minister, Mr Shah AMS Kibria, for 
a pre-budget discussion meeting held in the Chamber of�ice on 28 March. 

• Several training courses such as ‘Marketing Strategies and Sales Promotion’, and 
‘Production Planning and Quality Control’ are organized by the Chamber under 
the ‘Management Development Programme’ during the months of January- 
March, August, September and October.

• The Chamber organizes a two-day visit of a forty-member trade delegation from 
Sri Lanka-Bangladesh Business Council (SLBBC), Colombo, which explores 
business and investments prospects in Bangladesh, during March 29-30. The 
delegation has a bilateral business meeting with Chamber members where the 
Commerce Minister is present as the Chief Guest.

• The Chamber President, Mr Latifur Rahman, presents a paper on ‘Public and 
Private Sectors of the Bangladesh Economy’ at the Administrative Staff College in 
Mirpur, Dhaka on 29 March.

• Mr Jan Axel Voss, Deputy Head of Mission of German Embassy in Bangladesh, 
meets the President and Secretary-General of the Chamber on 6 July and 
discusses issues of bilateral interest. 

• The Chamber, jointly with Save the Children, UK, sponsors the launching 
ceremony of a publication “Big Business, Small Hands: Responsible Approaches 
to Child Labor” on 21 November. HRH Princess Anne of the United Kingdom 
graces the occasion.

2001

• Several training courses are organized by the Chamber under the rubric of 
‘Management Development Programme’ during the months of August, September 
and December.

• The Chamber organizes a half-day discussion meet on World Trade Organization 
(WTO) and issues arising from its programmes for phasing out of tariff and 
non-tariff barriers by January 1. Mr Muchkund Dubey, former Permanent 

Representative of India to the WTO, is the Guest Speaker. Mr MA Jalil, Minister for 
Commerce, inaugurates the Meeting. 

• A Chamber delegation headed by its President meets Chief Adviser of the 
Caretaker Government on 26 August. MCCI submits several proposals, relating to 
the development of the economy of Bangladesh, at the meeting.

• A two-day workshop on ‘Strategies for Competitive Success’ is organized by MCCI 
in collaboration with the Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta, from 19 to 20 
November. Professor Ranjan Das of IIM, Calcutta, delivers his speech as the 
Resource Person. 

2002

• Under its management development programme, the Chamber organises third 
semester classes of the One Year International Business Programme (IBP) offered 
by the Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta (IIMC), in association with the 
Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Dhaka, from 5 to 15 January.

• The Chamber meets with Mr Nicholas Stern, Chief Economist and Senior 
Vice-President of the World Bank, Washington DC, at the Chamber’s of�ice on 8 
January.

• Mr Abdul Razak Dawood, Minister of Commerce, Industries and Production of 
Pakistan, visits the Chamber and delivers a speech to members of MCCI on 29 January.

• The Chamber, under its energy management programme, organises a two-day 
workshop on ‘Energy Management in Industrial Practice’ on 17-18 February.

• The Chamber has a meeting with the Bangladesh Export Processing Zones 
Authority (BEPZA) at the Chamber Of�ice on 7 March and discusses issues of 
mutual interest, including possibilities of more investments in the EPZs of the 
country.

• The Chamber jointly with the Asian Centre for Democratic Governance and the 
Bangladesh Enterprise Institute organises a conference on ‘Strengthening 
Democratic Governance’, on 17-18 March.

• A Chamber Delegation meets the Prime Minister of Bangladesh, Begum Khaleda 
Zia, at the Prime Minister's of�ice on 30 March.

• The Chamber hosts a luncheon meeting in honour of Mr David Kilgour, MP, 
Secretary of State for Asia Paci�ic, Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade, Government of Canada, on 1 April.

• Under its ongoing Management Development Programme, the Chamber  
organizes a 5 day training course on ‘Strategic Planning in Marketing of Products 
and Services’, from 24 to 30 April.

• MCCI meets members of the Economic Reporters Forum on 15 May to share the 
Chamber’s views on the upcoming budget and other aspects of the economy of 
Bangladesh.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Developing Team Leadership Skills for Organisational 
Growth’ from 3 to 7 August.

• The Chamber under its Energy Management programme organises a two-day 
workshop on ‘How to Economise Energy Cost’, on 17-18 August.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Marketability through Effective Distribution 
Network’, from 24 to 28 August. 

• The Chamber hosts a luncheon meeting on 27 August in honour of HE Rt Hon 
Donald C Mckinnon, Commonwealth Secretary General, at the MCCI of�ice.

• The Chamber holds a discussion meeting at the MCCI of�ice on 4 September with 
the visiting President of the Japanese Commerce and Industry Association and 
JETRO Representative.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and Articles of Association of MCCI are 
amended by a special resolution on 12 September.

• The Chamber discusses bilateral trade issues with a visiting business delegation 
from the Federal Republic of Nigeria, on 19 September.

• The Chamber organises a round table discussion on 1 October on (1) merits of the 
tariff concessions recently given by the Government of India and (2) national 
preparedness to meet contractual obligations under the General Agreement on 
Trade in Services (GATS) of the WTO. Minister for Commerce attends the 
discussion as Chief Guest.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Business Communication Skills’ from 5 to 9 October.

• The Chamber organizes a round-table discussion on 29 October on trade and 
industry’s expectations from ‘Economic Diplomacy’. The Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Mr M Morshed Khan MP, attends the round-table discussions as Chief 
Guest.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Financial Management for Non-Financial Managers’ 
from 26 to 30 October.

2003

• The Chamber Committee holds a meeting on 2 January with Mr Mohammad A 
Vayid, CMG, Chairman & Managing Director, Strategic Management Consultants 
Ltd of Mauritius, to discuss possibilities of expanding business and economic 
co-operation between Mauritius and Bangladesh. 

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Improving Employee Performance: Professional Way 
of Coaching and Counselling’ from 18 to 23 February.

• A Thai Trade Delegation headed by Mr Prachuab Chaiyasan meets members of 
MCCI, DCCI and ICC-Bangladesh at the MCCI Conference Hall on 31 March.

• A Chamber Delegation meets the Prime Minister, Government of Bangladesh, at 
the Prime Minister’s of�ice on 1 April.

• Dr M Yunus, Managing Director of Grameen Bank, visits the Chamber in April and 
has discussions on the Bank’s programme for alleviation of rural poverty and for 
education and health-care activities in rural areas.

• A Chamber Delegation meets the President of Sri Lanka, Mrs Chandrika 
Kumaratunga, during her visit to Dhaka in April.

• Under its Management Development Programme, the Chamber organises a 
four-day training course on ‘Developing Effective Marketing Strategies’ from 27 
to 30 April.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organises a 
four-day training course on ‘Team Building for Organisational Growth’ from 
18-21 May.

• MCCI issues a press release on 13 June, expressing its reaction to the budget for 
2003-04 and points out that ‘the provision of conversion of black money into 
white money by investing in capital market is a retrograde step and this may 
discourage those who have been paying taxes regularly and honestly’.

• The Indian Minister for External Affairs, Mr Yashwant Sinha, has a meeting with 
MCCI on 15 July. Foreign Minister and Commerce Minister of Bangladesh and the 
Chamber President are also present on the occasion.

• A Mission of the Asian Development Bank meets members of MCCI on 20 July.

• Dr Joseph E Stiglitz, Nobel Laureate and Professor of Finance and Economics, 
Columbia Business School, USA, addresses the members of MCCI, Dhaka, at the 
Chamber of�ice on 13 August.

• Ambassador of USA in Bangladesh, Mr Harry K Thomas, visits MCCI on 24 
September and delivers a speech. 

• Lord Swaraj Paul, a member of the British House of Lords, meets the members of 
the Chamber on 8 October. The British High Commissioner and the Deputy High 
Commissioner are also present at the meeting.

• The Chamber holds a meeting at the MCCI of�ice on 20 October with Mr Guy 
Gagnon, Director, Asia Bureau, Industrial Cooperation Programme, Canadian 
Partnership Branch and Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA).

2004

• The Chamber Committee, along with some of its past presidents, meets Prime 
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia, MP, on 12 January.

• High Commissioner of India to Bangladesh, Ms Veena Sikri, visits MCCI on 15 
January and 7 October.

• In March, the Chamber signs Memorandums of Understanding (MoU) with 
Australian Business Limited and State Chamber of Commerce (New South Wales).

• Dr Muhammad Yunus, the Managing Director of Grameen Bank, addresses 
members of MCCI on 17 April at the Chamber Conference Hall.

• The Chamber meets Mr Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, Minister for Local Government, 
Rural Development and Co-operatives, in May and discusses the law and order 
situation, overall governance, policy support to industry, free trade with India, 
port facilities and other important issues. 

• The Chamber, jointly with Singapore Manufacturer’s Federation, Singapore 
Enterprises Ltd., Bangladesh High Commission in Singapore and the Hongkong 
and Shanghai Banking Corporation Limited, organizes an Investors’ Conference in 
Singapore on 20 May. A large number of Singaporean entrepreneurs attend the 
conference.

• The Chamber holds a discussion and dinner meeting at a city hotel on 24 June 
with the Singapore Prime Minister, HE Mr Goh Chok Tong.

• The Chamber holds a discussion meeting on 27 June with Mr AKM Mosharraf 
Hossain, MP, Minister for Energy and Mineral Resources, Government of 
Bangladesh, at the MCCI of�ice. 

• The Chamber meeting decides to celebrate its centenary in a be�itting manner. A 
committee under a former president is set up to chalk out a detailed program.

• The Chamber holds a meeting on 11 October with the visiting Organisation 
Development Adviser of the Confederation of Danish industries at the MCCI 
of�ice.

• The Chamber organizes a seminar on 9 December on the occasion of the release 
of the World Bank’s �lagship publication, Global Economic Prospects-2005. Mr Uri 
Dadush, Director, Trade Department and Mr Richard Newfarmer, Lead Economist 
from the World Bank’s Washington Of�ice, Secretary, Ministry of Commerce, 
Government of Bangladesh, and Country Director, World Bank, Dhaka, among 
others, are present attend the seminar.

• The 100th AGM of MCCI is held on 30 December at the Chamber’s Conference Hall. 
39 members attend.

2005

• A Chamber delegation, headed by the President, visits Chittagong Port on 12 
January and meets the Chairman and other senior of�icials of the Chittagong Port 
Authority to discuss issues pertaining to enhancing the operational ef�iciency of 
Chittagong Port and privatization of some of the port services.

• The Chamber Committee meets the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr M Morshed 
Khan MP, at his of�ice on the 15 January and donates books worth Taka one lac for 
the library of the Bangladesh High Commission in New Delhi, India.

• A Chamber Delegation, led by its President, calls on the Governor, Bangladesh 
Bank, Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed, on 18 April.

• A delegation from the Chamber headed by its President, Mr Kutubuddin Ahmed, 
along with some former Presidents, calls on the Hon’ble Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia, MP, at her of�ice on 4 May. The delegation discusses key issues 
concerning the economic interest of the country, including increase in Bank 
interest rates; liquidity crises in the banking sector; continuation of Tax Holiday 
scheme which was supposed to be terminated on 30 June, 2005; and national 
minimum wages. The Prime Minister appreciates the Chamber’s concern on the 
above issues.

• An 11-member Chinese Government Economic and Trade Delegation headed by 
Mr Wang Chao, the �irst Vice-Governor of Dehong Dai and Jingpo Autonomous 
Prefecture, Yunnan Province, China, visits the Chamber on 8 June. The delegation 
discusses matters relating to trade between Bangladesh and China.

• The Chamber Committee meets the Finance Minister, Mr M Saifur Rahman, MP, at 
his of�ice on 27 June and discusses important issues.

460 Annual Report of the MCCI: Dhaka, 1991, pp. 36-37.
461 Annual Report of the MCCI: Dhaka, 1998, p. 35.
462 Annual Report of the MCCI: Dhaka, 1999, p. 29.
463 Annual Report of the MCCI: Dhaka, 2001, p. 34.
464 Annual Report of the MCCI: Dhaka, 2005, p. 28.
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5.4 Other Services to the Nation (Selective)

•  Road Repairs (1952): Mr Baikie drew the attention of the Chamber Committee to 
the shocking condition of roads in Narayanganj and Dacca. The Chamber wrote to 
the Local-Self Government Department, Government of East Bengal, to take 
necessary actions for immediate repair of roads.449

•  Food Supplies (1955): There appeared to be a shortage of rice in Dacca and 
Narayanganj, causing a steep rise in prices. A large number of ‘fair price’ shops 
had been opened at Dacca, but it appeared that there was a shortage of supplies 
in Narayanganj. The Chamber urged the government to give priority to food 
supplies to industrial areas and to open more ‘fair price’ shops in Narayanganj.450

•  Chief Minister’s Flood Relief Fund (1955): Mr Ispahani advised members that he 
had recently been reminded by the Chief Secretary about the Chief Ministers’ 
Flood Relief Fund. ‘The Chief Secretary was somehow under the impression that 
the Chamber was not doing its best in contributing to the relief work’. The amount 
hitherto received by the Chamber amounted to nearly Rs 8,000. It circulated a 
reminder to member-�irms to come forward and do their best in the situation.451

•  Double Tract Road (1962): The Chamber took the initiative to help build a double 
tract road in Narayanganj as the only road in the city was getting more and more 
congested every day.452

•  Henderson Road (1970): The Chamber decided to assist in repair work of 
Henderson Road in Narayanganj.453

•  Donations to the East Pakistan Relief Fund (1970): The Committee noted that total 
donations to the Presidents’ East Pakistan Relief Fund amounted to Rs 27,700. It 
was agreed that as soon as this amount exceed Rs 30,000, a cheque would be 
handed over to the Governor.454

•  Donation to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1974): The President appealed to 
member-�irms for donations to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund to help provide 
succor to the �lood-stricken people. The minimum and maximum donations 

recommended to member-�irms were Tk 1000 and Tk 5000. The President 
informed them that in response to his appeal, a total donation of Tk 64,000 had 
been received by 5 August, 1974 which, along with a donation of Tk 6,000 from 
the Chamber, he handed over to the Prime Minister on the same day. The 
committee was informed that subsequently two cheques for Tk 5,000 each were 
received which were then forwarded to the Prime Minister.455

•  Donation to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1975): In accordance with its past 
practice the Chamber Committee considered an appeal for donation to the Prime 
Minister’s Relief Fund to help provide succor to �lood-stricken people. On the 
recommendation of the chamber, donations from member totalling Tk 69,000 
was received. With the Chamber’s own donation of Tk 6,000, a total sum of Tk 
75,000 was donated to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund.456

•  Flood in the Country: Donation to President’s Relief Fund (1980): The Chamber 
Committee discussed the situation arising from the �loods in the country in 
August, 1980 and in response donations were received and cheques for a total of 
Tk 2,10,000 were handed over to the Hon’ble Vice-President. The committee also 
decided that member-�irms, who had been approached for �lood relief by their 
workers actually affected by the �loods, should consider giving them one month’s 
salary recoverable in six monthly installments.457

•  Donation to the Presidents’ Relief and Welfare-Fund (1984): The committee 
considered an appeal for donation to the President’ Relief and Welfare-Fund in 
view of widespread damage to crops and properties caused by the devastating 
�lood in May-June, 1984, and decided that an appeal be made to all members of 
the Chamber to pay at least a sum of Tk 5,000 to the fund. In response to the 
appeal, a total of Tk 3,35,500 was received and handed over to the President’s 
Secretariat.458

•  Donation to the Presidents’ Relief & Welfare Fund (1988): In response to an appeal 
made by the President of the Chamber, donations were received from some 
member-�irms and a total of Tk 7,83,626 (inclusive of chamber’s donation of Tk 
2,50,000) was handed over to the President of the country.459

•  Donations to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1991): The Chamber decided to 
issue an appeal for generous donations to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund for the 
cyclone and tornado damage suffered by mills and factories in Chittagong and the 
colossal loss of lives and properties in the coastal areas experienced on 29 April 
in 1991. There was a good response to the appeal and cheques amounting to Tk 
21 lakhs were handed over to the Prime Minister.460

•  Donation of Winter Clothes to Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1998): To mitigate the 
sufferings of the poor who were badly affected by the cold winter that the country 
had experienced, the Chamber donated a sizable quantity of winter clothing to 
the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund.461

•  Contributions to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1999): As decided by the 
Chamber Committee, the Chamber contributed relief goods worth Tk 5 lacs from 
its own fund and also raised another Tk 11 lacs as contributions from 
member-�irms and donated the amount to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund for 
distribution to �lood-affected people.462

•  Donation to the Liberation War Museum (2001): The Chamber contributed an 
amount of Tk 5 lac toward the creation of an ‘Endowment Fund’ for the Liberation 
War Museum.463

•  Donation to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (2005): As decided by the Committee, 
an appeal was made to member-�irms for donations through the Chamber to the 
Prime Minister’s Relief Fund to provide relief to �lood-affected people. A sum of 
Tk 13 lac was received from 22 member-�irms Tk 5 lacs from the Chamber’s own 
funds who added and the total amount was handed over to the Prime Minister on 
2 August, 2004.464

•  Beauti�ication and Maintenance of Road Island (2005): The Chamber was asked by 
the Government to take up the work of beauti�ication and maintenance of the 
traf�ic island from Bijoy Sarani to Farm Gate Police Box as part of the 
beauti�ication programme of Dhaka City Corporation (DCC). The Chamber took 
up the work and six member-�irms, viz. Apex Tannery Ltd., Advanced Chemical 
Industries Ltd., Renata Limited, Square Pharmaceuticals Ltd., Transcom Limited 

and Reliance Insurance Ltd contributed Tk 3 lac each and Nestle Bangladesh Ltd 
contributed Tk 1 lac to meet the expenditure incurred in the project.465

•  Donations to the Chief Adviser’s Relief and Welfare Fund (2008): The Chamber 
appealed to its members for generous donations to the Chief Adviser’s Relief and 
Welfare Fund to provide urgent relief and succor to the �lood and ‘Sidr’-affected 
people in the northern and south-western regions of the country. The member’s 
contributions were handed over to the Chief Adviser to the Government of 
Bangladesh.466

5.5 Donations/ Contributions as CSR at a Glance (Selected)

Some examples of the Chamber’s contributions to Government-sponsored programs and 
charitable, cultural and sports organizations are as follows:

•  During the �irst phase of the Chamber (NCC, 1904-1950), Dacca Club (1911), 
Dacca Museum (1913) and Narayanganj Club were supported either by the 
Chamber itself, or by its members, who were active members of these clubs.

•  1943: The government opened a ‘Gruel Kitchen’ for feeding famine-stricken 
people. The Narayanganj Chamber came forward to help distressed people and 
approached member-�irms to do their best for the sufferers. As a result, mill 
owners opened ration-shops.

•  1950: The Chamber donated enthusiastically to the Government Refugee Fund. 
The Chamber also nominated MM Ispahani (1955), WR Longwill (1955), JM Diza 
(1956), M Naser-ud-din Khan (1957) to the Government Refugee Relief 
Committee.

•  1952: Donations were made to the Pakistan Hockey Team. Each member of the 
Chamber contributed Rs 100.

•  1953: A donation was made to the Lawn Tennis Association.

•  1953: The Chamber presented a large bore ri�le as prize at the Shooting 
Championship of the Quaid-e-Azam Ri�le Club.

•  1954: Rs 250 was contributed to the Sir Stafford Cripps Memorial Trust by each 
member-�irm of the Chamber upon the request of the Governor-General.

•  1954: Donation was made to the Bengal Combined Forces Flag Day.

•  1954: The Chamber participated in the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II.

•  1955: DNCCI contributed to the 6th Pakistan Economic Association Conference 
held in Chittagong.

•  1955: A donation was made to the Sir Stafford Cripps Memorial Trust.

•  1955: The Chamber and its members donated Rs 25,735 to the Chief Minister’s 
Flood Relief Fund.

•  1955: The Chamber contributed Rs 10,000 to the Union Training Scheme.

•  1956: The Chamber donated to the Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen’s Fund on the 
occasion of Combined Forces Flag Day.

•  1956: The DNCCI participated, hosted and shared the cost, along with the 
Chittagong Chamber and other Trade organizations of hosting a dinner party for 
the Prime Minister of Pakistan.

•  1956: The Chamber received an appeal to donate money to the National Relief 
Association of Pakistan and requested member-�irms to contribute to it.

•  1956: A donation was made to the Pakistan Conference for Social Work.

•  1957: The Chamber contributed to the celebration of Universal Children Day.

•  1957: The Chamber circulated a request to its members for donating money to Sir 
Salimullah Muslim Orphanage.

•  1957: AK Fazlul Haque, Governor of East Pakistan, made an appeal for donation 
to the Governor’s Relief Fund to help distressed people. The Chamber responded 
positively and came up with a huge contribution.

•  1958: The DNCCI made a donation to the EP Sports Federation.

•  1958: The Chamber took up a cleanup program named the Dacca Cleanup 
Campaign.

•  1958: Chief Minister Ataur Rahman Khan approached the Chamber for funds for 
the victims of famine and epidemics in some parts of East Pakistan. In response, 
the Chamber donated a sizeable amount to the Governor’s Wife’s Relief Fund.

•  1959: The Chamber made donations to the Horse and Cattle Show in Dhaka.

•  1961: NCCI donated money to the Businessmen Seminar held in Dacca.

•  1969: In accordance with past practice, the Chamber Committee considered various 
appeals and made donations to the Governor’s Cyclone Relief Fund; the Defence of 
Pakistan Day; and the 5th Pakistan Boy Scouts National Jamboree Fund.

•  1970: A severe cyclone devastated the country on 12 November. The Chamber 
Committee appealed to member-�irms to donate to the President’s East Pakistan 
Relief Fund. Apart from individual contributions the Chamber handed over Rs 
25,000 to the Military Secretary to the Governor.

•  1970: A donation was made to All Pakistan’s Science Conference.

•  1977: A donation was made to the Press Institute of Bangladesh.

•  1999: Contributions were made by the Chamber to the Prime Minister’s Relief 
Fund.

•  2004: The Chamber organizes donations to �lood-affected people.

•  2007: MCCI, Dhaka made donations to the Chief Adviser’s Relief and Welfare 
Fund.

•  2014: The Chamber, jointly with the Rangpur Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, distributed blankets among the poor and vulnerable people of Rangpur.

            CONCLUSION: INTO THE FUTURE

In its 110 years history, the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCI) has 
undergone numerous changes and overcome innumerable vicissitudes as it traversed the 
twentieth century. However, it has entered the new century and millennium as a vibrant 
organization, eager to build on the experience it has accumulated in its evolutionary phase, 
and poised not only to assist its members proactively in their business dealings but also to 
contribute positively to the trade and commerce of the nation in every possible way.

When MCCI began its journey in Narayanganj, as the Narayanganj Chamber of 
Commerce in 1904, it was an organization consisting of British business people, focused 
almost entirely on the trading of one commodity, jute. Its second phase, as the 
Dhaka-Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce, lasted only from 1950 to 1952 and not much 
could be claimed for its workings at that time, for two years is never enough to leave a mark 
in any sphere. The third phase of MCCI’s evolution, when it became the Dacca-Narayanganj 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, although once again brief (1952-59), marked a 
decisive alteration in the Chamber’s orientation as well as membership, as local business 
people now began to take an active part in it and as the business interests of its members 
began to diversify signi�icantly. The fourth phase was in every way momentous, for 
between 1959 and 1979, East Pakistan had become Bangladesh, and the political process 
that led to the liberation of the country in 1971 led to intrinsic changes in the membership 
of the Chamber as well as the trade and business activities of its members. And from 1979 
onwards, the Chamber has gone from strength to strength; it is now accustomed to play the 
role of the premier organization of its type of a country whose economy has been 
expanding signi�icantly and whose business interests now have truly global dimensions.

This book has attempted to present the rich history of MCCI and trace its development 
from a �ledgling body to a sizable organization that has now become a considerable 
presence in the region. But, the Chamber is determined to build on the reputation it has 
acquired and forge ahead in the new millennium when the demands of globalization and 

the advent of new forms of businesses and technological innovations are transforming the 
business environment everywhere rapidly. There are also new problems that MCCI and its 
members are trying to solve together or in league with other agencies and organizations, 
such as environmental degradation. In the new millennium, MCCI is also trying to 
disseminate the philosophy of corporate social responsibility in a much more systematic 
and comprehensive manner than ever before. Certainly, this book has tried to re�lect such 
preoccupations of the Chamber in its current phase.

MCCI can, however, con�idently look forward to a future in which it will continue to 
play a leading role in contributing to business affairs of the country and in pioneering paths 
to prosperity and development in alliance with governmental and non-governmental 
agencies working for a Bangladesh dedicated to realizing the United Nations’ millennial 
goals. The Chamber is determined to utilize its resources for proactively promoting trade 
and industry in the region. It is also bent on continuing to be an effective channel of 
communication between the country’s business community and the government.

This book, published on the anniversary of the 110 years of MCCI’s existence, is thus 
an occasion for looking back and re�lecting on the circumstances of the birth and growth of 
the chamber. It will, hopefully, allow its readers to consider the achievements of the 
Chamber to date and will introduce them to the rich tradition to which its members are 
heirs. Hopefully, too, it will inspire members to think of future roads to be taken and heights 
to be scaled so that MCCI can continue to play a lead role in contributing to business in 
Bangladesh and in promoting regional and international business alliances in the coming 
decades of the new millennium.

This book is by no means an exhaustive record of the Chamber’s evolution and 
activities over the decades. A fuller work could surely have been contemplated based on a 
more through reading of existing historical documents and reports of the Chamber, more 
access to other archival material stored in libraries in Britain and India, and more extensive 
interviews taken with Chamber personalities still living. But perhaps the preceding pages 
have allowed readers more than a glimpse of the varied and essential features of the 
Chamber’s evolution and have given them a better understanding and appreciation of the 
Chamber’s progress than can be found in any other source at present. No doubt a more 
substantial history of the Chamber is still to be written; all we can hope is that this work 
will be seen as a notable attempt at recording the main phases and features of MCCI’s 
history and a work worthy of an organization observing its 110th anniversary.

Selected Events/Activities (1904-2014)

1904
• The establishment of the Chamber, consisting of sixteen members, including the 

President, Vice-President and Honorary Secretary.

1913
• The Honorary Secretary of NCC submits opinion on ‘A Bill to Amend the Indian 

Companies Act, 1913’, to the Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
General Department, on August 26, 1913.

1917
• Mr AL Godden (Honorary Secretary of NCC) gives an opinion on ‘Proposal to 

Suppress the Adulteration of Indian Produce before Export’ to the Under 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Commerce Department, on October 17, 
1917.

1921
• The Chamber unanimously favors the imperial preference on the ‘Tariff Policy of 

the Government of India Trade after the War, Free Trade System, Protection, 
Imperial Preference, etc.’ through a letter to the Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, Commerce Department, November 19, 1921.

1924
• NCC participates in the formation of ‘The Indian Trade Unions Bill 1924’, 

forwarding its opinion to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Commerce 
Department, November 12, 1924.

• Mr RN Story (Honorary Secretary of NCC) comments on ‘Periods of Wage 
Payment Bill’ to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Commerce 
Department, on November 25, 1924.

1930
• The Chamber participates in the preparation of the ‘The Draft Indian Partnership 

Bill’, forwarding the committee meeting decisions to the Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, Commerce Department. It is represented by Mr JH 
Kirkland (Honorary Secretary of NCC), March 1, 1930.

1940

• The Chamber contributes to the passing of ‘The Bengal Shops and Establishments 
Bill, 1939’. Mr H Williams, the Honorary Secretary of NCC, communicates the 
Chamber’s views to the Joint Secretary, Government of Bengal, Commerce and 
Labour Department, on January 6, 1940.

1949 

• Memorandum and Articles of Association adopted by special resolution passed at 
an Extraordinary General Meeting held on 11 April, 1949.

• Mr Graham, President of the Associated Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan, 
visits NCC and meets committee members. 

1950

• NCC sends some suggestions to Associated Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan 
for adoption.

• NCC takes an initiative to open a Dacca City Of�ice in a committee meeting held on 
4 April.

• ‘Dacca’ was included in the altered name of the Chamber at an Extraordinary 
General Meeting held on 12 May. 

1952

• ‘Industry’ is included in the name of the Chamber on 15 July at an Extraordinary 
General Meeting and the committee approves ‘Dacca-Narayanganj Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry’ as the new name; believing that the industrialization of 
East Pakistan will make it of increasing importance.

1953

• Begum Viquarun Nisa Noon, wife of His Excellency, the Governor of East Bengal, 
addresses the Chamber on 3 February. The Chamber President is nominated to 
serve on the Governing Body of the Viquarun Nisa Noon School. The Chamber 
donates Rs 61,750 to the school.

• The Chamber takes an initiative on 10 March regarding the improvement of 
telegraphic communication between East Pakistan and United States and 
approves the scheme of a radio link through Manila.

• The Chamber, in its committee meeting held on 22 June, decides to publish a 
monthly bulletin from July 1953. The Chamber also considers bringing out a 
commercial periodical in the future.

• The Chamber is invited by the Chancellor of the University of Dhaka to nominate 
a member to the Court of the University.

1954

• The Honorable Prime Minister is present at the Annual General Meeting on 8 
January and gives an address. 

• His Excellency Sir Gilbert Laithwaite, High Commissioner for the United Kingdom 
in Pakistan, visits the Chamber and has a meeting with committee members 
(14-15 January).

• The Chamber is requested, in March 1954, by the London Chamber of Commerce 
to act as an examining authority in the eastern part of Bengal. The proposal is 
accepted by the Chamber and a supervisory committee is appointed for this 
purpose. 

1955

• United States Trade Mission visits DNCCI on 21 August.

• The Chamber donates Rs 10,750 to the Trade Union Workers Training Scheme, 
introduced by the Government of East Bengal on 11 October.

• The 6th All Pakistan Economic Conference is held in Chittagong from 26-30 
December. The Chamber participates and contributes actively to proceedings.

 1956

• Sir Alexander Symon, High Commissioner for United Kingdom, visits the 
Chamber and meets Committee members on 16 January. 

• Reception to the Governor General of Pakistan, Major General Iskander Mirza and 
Begum Mirza on 24 January.

• AK Fazlul Haque, Governor of East Pakistan, attends the AGM of DNCCI on 6 April 
as the Chief Guest and delivers a speech.

• Mr Mohammad Ali, Prime Minister of Pakistan, delivers a speech to members of 
DNCCI on 30 April.

• Sir Alexander Symon, High Commissioner for United Kingdom, visits the 
Chamber on 16 January and meets committee members. 

1957

• Mr Haas, French Trade Counsellor in Pakistan (27 March), and Mr M Kadir, 
Governor of the State Bank of Pakistan (7 January), visit the Chamber and  
interact with members.

• Dr Hernan Romero, ILO Expert on Social Security, visits DNCCI on 20 December.

 1958

• Mr RF Kinsey and Mr DN Twyford of the Export Credit Guarantee Corporation, UK 
visit DNCCI on 23 January.

• The Chamber committee has a discussion meeting Mr Eugene Braderman, 
Director of International Trade, US Department of Commerce, USA on 30 January.

• AK Fazlul Haque, Governor of East Pakistan, attends the 53rd AGM of DNCCI on 4 
March as Chief Guest and delivers a speech.

• Members of the World Bank’s Economic Mission, headed by Mr G Neil Perry, visit 
the Chamber on 3 June.

• The 54th AGM is held on 9 December in the Chamber Of�ice. Mr Zakir Husain, 
Governor of East Pakistan, is present as the Chief Guest.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held, on re-organization of the Chamber, on 
20 December. 

• Mr Zul�iquar Ali Bhutto, Minister for Commerce of the Government of Pakistan, 
meets the Chamber committee on 26 December.

1959

• The government renames and reorganizes the Chamber as the ‘Narayanganj 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry’ by issuing a letter and license on 20 March 
which is approved unanimously in an Extraordinary General Meeting of the 
Chamber held on 11 August. 

1960

• Members of the US Trade Mission visit the Chamber on 11 February and meet the 
Chamber Committee. 

• The Chamber decides on 23 May to donate the Henderson Road land to the 
Naryanganj Education Society with the stipulation that the Society will change its 
name to the ‘Narayanganj Chamber Education Society’ and that the Chamber will 
have a certain number of representatives on the Board of Directors.

1961

• The Chamber participates in the Asian Trade Seminar held in Karachi for 6 days 
from 28 December 1961 to 2 January 1962.

• Under pressure from the Chamber, the Minister for Commerce, on 14 September, 
�inally announces 34 percent reduction in the export duty on tea.

1962

• NCCI and DCCI reach an agreement in regard to the jurisdiction of these two 
Chambers as follows: 1. Narayanganj Chamber: Bhairab, Tongi, Faridpur and 
Goalundo; 2. Dacca Chamber: Tangail and Tejgaon.

• Federation of Pakistan Chamber of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) asks NCCI on 
23 February to nominate a delegate to the 46th session of the ILO Conference.

• The Chamber Committee meets French team of bankers and industrialists on 15 
March.

• The Chamber protests the newly framed rules on ‘Trade Organization Ordinance 
1961’ and resolves accordingly at a committee meeting held on 7 June. 

• NCCI receives an invitation from the Chicago Chamber of Commerce on 12 April 
and representatives attend the Chicago International Trade Fair from 25 July to 
12 August.

1963 

• Abdul Monem Khan, Governor of East Pakistan, joins the AGM of the Chamber 
held on 31 January as the Chief Guest.

• NCCI participates in the convention of the All Pakistan Chamber of Commerce 
held on 24 September and the All Pakistan Exporter’s Convention held on 16 
November.

• The Chamber sanctions a donation on 10 October to the Economics Department 
of Dhaka University for organizing an exhibition on the Economic Development of 
Pakistan.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of NCCI 
is amended on 15 October.

1964

• An important meeting is held on 5 March between the Federation of British 
Industries Group led by Mr FJE Tearle and the NCCI Committee.

• An Italian Trade delegation visits the Chamber on 16 July and has a joint meeting 
with NCCI and the Pakistan Jute Association. 

1965

• The Chamber forwards concrete suggestions on taxation policy to the Ministry of 
Finance on 11 March.

• Cyclone-effected employees of the NCCI and member �irms are given one month’s 
gross salary for quick recovery.

• The President of Pakistan and the Governor of the East Pakistan call upon the 
business community on 18 August to help in the war effort. NCCI handles the 
situation tactically and says that this matter should be taken up by the zonal 
committee of the Federation of Pakistan Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(FPCCI).

• NCCI takes an initiative on 25 November to set up a proper Business 
Administration Institute in University of Dhaka after conducting a meeting with 
Dr Den Orescanin, Advisor of the Institute. 

1966

• Major General HWG Wijeyekoon, Ceylonese High Commissioner in Pakistan, 
visits the Chamber on 17 November.

1967

• Michael Montague and Ian F Trevor, Chairman and Executive Secretary of the 
British National Export Council’s Asia Committee visit NCCI on 16 October and 
meet the Chamber committee.

• NCCI purchases Al-Bawany Chamber Building (122/124, Motijheel, Dhaka) on 1 
November and sets up the new of�ice of the Chamber. 

• NCCI sells its old building (87/88, Motijheel, Dhaka) to the Pakistan Red Cross 
Society for Rs 6 lakh 50 thousand on 2 November.

• Chinese Trade Delegation and German Economic Mission come to the Chamber 
of�ice and have meetings on 31 October and 17 November. 

• In order to raise money to purchase ‘Al-Bawany Chamber’ in Dacca, the Chamber 
building in Narayanganj is sold to the Pakistan Jute Association in November for 
Rs 6 lakhs.

1968

• The Chamber receives and holds meetings with the US Trade and Investment 
Mission (19 February), the Spanish Trade Delegation (20 March) and the Italian 
Trade Delegation (23 March).

1970

• Vice-Admiral SM Ahsan, Governor of East Pakistan, joins the second part of the 
65th AGM held on 6 May and delivers his speech at Hotel Inter-Continental.

• 8 delegates from NCCI join the Businessmen’s Convention in Dacca in July and 
project the Chamber’s point of view.

1971

• In a meeting, held on 12 March, the Chamber decides to break from its tradition 
of non-involvement in political movement of any kind. Deeming the current 
movement a people’s one, the Chamber Committee unanimously agrees to get 
involved with it under the leadership of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

• The Chamber decides in a committee meeting on 22 December to congratulate 
the Mukti Bahini and offer thanks for its services towards the freedom of the 
country. The meeting demands immediate release of the Father of the Nation, 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

• The Committee decides that the Chamber pledge its whole-hearted support to the 
government in its task of building a prosperous country free from exploitations. 

• NCCI condemns the inhuman massacre of intellectuals and demands an enquiry 
into the matter in a committee meeting held on 22 December. 

1972

• In a committee meeting held on 4 February the Chamber decides to arrange a tea 
party instead of their regular annual dinner party in keeping with the need for 
austerity.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of NCCI 
are amended on 18 March.

• Mr MR Siddiqi, Minister for Trade and Commerce, delivers a speech at the AGM 
held on 23 March.

1974

• The Chamber Committee decides at meetings on 10 January and 18 December 
that no function will be organized and that no Chief Guest will henceforth be 
invited to AGMs.

• NCCI meets the Minister for Industries to present its views on measures needed 
to be taken for the improvement of investment in the country.

1975

• The Chamber Committee submits proposals for Import and Export Policies for 
the July-December 1975 shipping period and for the 1975-76 �inancial years, 
respectively.

• The Committee discusses the question of af�iliation of the Chamber with the 
Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry and decides to 
join the Federation.

• NCCI successfully opposes a proposal on the formation of a Federation of 
Bangladesh Export Organisation by the Ministry of Commerce. 

1976

• The 71st AGM is held on 17 February and Dr MN Huda, member of the Advisory 
Council to the President of Bangladesh and Chief Martial Law Administrator, joins 
the annual dinner, which is followed by the AGM. 

• The Chamber President informs the committee on 30 June that the Ministry of 
Commerce, Government of Bangladesh, had asked the Chamber to arrange a 
meeting with the Trade Delegation from Pakistan.

• President of the NCCI is included in the Committee on New Design and 
Reconstruction of Shaheed Minar on 9 September.

• The Chamber is invited to be part of a delegation to Malaysia, Singapore, Hong 
Kong and Japan to invite foreign investors to Bangladesh.

• The NCCI President has a meeting with the Chief Martial Law Administrator held 
on 8 December.

1977

• The Chamber committee meets a Belgian Delegation of Industrialists on 17 
January.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of NCCI 
are amended on 24 March.

• The Chamber Committee has a meeting on 10 May with Mr Claude Vidalain, 
Charge De Mission, French External Trade Council.

• Japanese Trade Delegation visits NCCI.

• Two delegates from the NCCI join a Six-Week International Training Course on 
‘Export Development for Private Businessmen’ in Canberra (Australia) from 1 
November to 14 December.

1978

• Mr Jamal Uddin Ahmed, Member of the President’s Council of Advisors, in-charge 
of the Ministry of Industries, delivers a speech at the Chamber’s luncheon on 2 
March in reply to the address by the Chamber President, Mr Anis ud Dowla.

• Economic Mission of Italian Traders and Industrialists and 10-Member Nepalese 
Trade Delegation visit NCCI and have meetings with the Chamber committee on 7 
February and 27 March respectively. A mission from Investment Promotion 
Services, Switzerland is received by the Chamber.

• The Chamber continues to conduct examinations of the London Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry held during the months of December (1977) and May 
(1978) respectively.

• At the request of the Planning Commission, Government of Bangladesh, a seminar 
on the Two-Year Plan is held at the Chamber Building on 20 June to re�lect the 
views of trade and industry to the draft plan. NCCI presents 3 papers on the issue 
at the meeting.

1979

• NCCI celebrates the Diamond Jubilee of the Chamber (1904-1979) and publishes 
an Annual Report (1978-79) with 11 messages from past presidents, dignitaries 
as well as 3 special articles. Supplements are published in four local dailies. 

• The Chamber Committee �inalizes its suggestions for the Import Policy for 
1979-80 which are forwarded for consideration to the Ministry of Commerce. 
Most of the suggestions are accepted by the government.

• Mr Saifur Rahman, Minister for Commerce of Government of Bangladesh, delivers 
a speech in reply to the address by the President of NCCI at the Diamond Jubilee 
Celebration on 20 June.

• The National Board of Revenue approves the Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent 
and Scholarship Fund on 3 July.

• Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Dacca (MCCI), emerges 
replacing NCCI the requirements of government regulations. This change is 
approved at an Extraordinary General Meeting held on 20 December. 

1980

• MCCI members attend the Third General Conference of the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) held in New Delhi from 21 
January to 8 February and a member presents a paper on ‘Industrialisation in the 
1980s and Beyond: Its Logic and Policies’. The Chamber hands over a copy of the 
paper to the Deputy Prime Minister in-charge of the Ministry of Industries, 
Government of Bangladesh.

• Mr Jamal Uddin Ahmad, Deputy Prime Minister in-charge of the Ministry of 
Industries, Government of Bangladesh, delivers a speech at the Annual Dinner on 
the occasion of the 75th AGM of the Chamber on 15 March.

• The Chamber committee has a series of meetings with Dr WJ Rijpma, Director, 
CBI, Rotterdam, The Netherlands on 4 February; the Review Mission of the 
International Trade Centre, Geneva and the Swedish International Development 
Agency on 23 October; and Mr EJ Westnedge, Director of British Executive Service 
Overseas (BESO) and others on 24 November. 

1981

• Representatives of the British and South Asian Trade Association, London and 
President of the Fuji Economic Planning Corporation of Japan and other 
representatives visit MCCI on 29 January and 14 April respectively.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and Articles of Association of MCCI are 
amended by a special resolution on 7 February.

• Justice A Sattar, Vice President of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, delivers a 
speech at the Annual Dinner on the occasion of the 76th AGM of the Chamber on 2 
April.

• Two important delegations come to the Chamber this year – one an 
eight-member delegation of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 

Industry and the other a delegation of the Association of Indian Engineering 
Industry. Both meetings prove mutually fruitful.

• Two-member and Five-member World Bank Teams have meetings with the 
Chamber Committee on 15 October and 23 October respectively.

• MCCI submits a paper on ‘Credit Policy’ to Bangladesh Bank.

1982

• The Chamber has meetings with Ministers for Industries, Finance and Planning 
and recommends denationalization of jute and textile, submitting a written paper 
on ‘Nationalisation of Industries in Bangladesh – A Review of the Experiment: A 
Case for Denationalisation’.

• MCCI congratulates the government for announcing a liberal industrial policy. 
The committee also examines the newly promulgated Ordinance – Drugs 
(Control) Ordinance, 1982 which prohibited manufacture and import of a large 
number of pharmaceutical products.

• Mr AJ Cliff, Chief of the Bangladesh Division of the World Bank and the World 
Bank Mission, visits MCCI on 7 October.

1983

• The Chamber Committee meets Dr HA Wuttke, the Executive Vice-President of 
International Finance Corporation, an af�iliate of the World Bank and his team, in 
the �irst week of January.

• MCCI meets with the Chief Martial Law Administrator Lt General HM Ershad on 4 
May, and the President and the immediate past President of the Chamber deliver 
their speeches highlighting import, export and other relevant policies for 
1983-84. The meeting is attended by Ministers, Heads of Diplomatic Missions, 
Secretaries of different Ministries, senior civil and military of�icials and members 
of trade and industry.

• The Chamber considers a proposal for formation of a Joint Chamber of Commerce 
between MCCI and the Chamber of Trade of Nepal and for sending a trade 
delegation to Nepal sometime in October or November.

• Bangladesh-Japan Joint Committee for Commercial and Economic Co-operation 
led by Mr Kiku Ikeda has a meeting with the Chamber Committee, followed by 
lunch, on 21 November.

• Memorandum of Association amended by Special Resolution is passed at an 
Extraordinary General Meeting held on 28 December. 

1984

• A number of important visitors and delegations visit MCCI during the year. 
Among them are: a Delegation from Engineering Export Promotion Council of 
India led by Mr JL Anand (11 April), a 13 Member delegation from the Federation 
of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry (23 July) and a World Bank/ 
ADB Team on 17 October.

• The Committee �inalizes the Chamber’s comments on two important documents 
for the Planning Commission – ‘Thoughts on the Third Five-Year Plan (1985-90)’ 
and ‘Thoughts about Perspective Plan (1980-2000)’.

• The Committee considers the invitation of the International Chamber of 
Commerce (ICC), Paris, for af�iliation with them, and decides to join the ICC. 

1985

• The Trade Organisations Rules, 1985, is �inally gazetted on the 25 April and most 
of the views of the Chamber, earlier submitted to the government, are 
accommodated. 

• A delegation from the Arab Chamber of Commerce and a high-powered team 
from International Monetary Fund visit the Chamber and have meetings with the 
Committee on 20 April and 11 July respectively.

• The Chamber Committee meets the World Bank Team of experts on Energy 
Conservation and Development Programme, where views are exchanged for 
further development of the energy sector.

• The President of the MCCI is made a member of the 29-Member Council of the 
National Council for Industrial Development constituted by the Government of 
Bangladesh. 

1986

• A large number of visitors, including Mr Anwar Hossain, Minister for Energy and 
Mineral Resources, visit the Chamber to meet member-�irms. Several missions 
from international agencies such as World Bank, Asian Development Bank and 
International Trade Centre visit the Chamber and hold discussions on a number 
of issues.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of MCCI 
are amended by a special resolution on 10 July.

• The Chamber continues to conduct examinations of the London Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry.

1987

• World Bank, Bangladesh Malaysia Joint Colloquium and Swedish Trade 
Delegation hold discussions on a number of issues with the Chamber Committee.

• MCCI publishes a book titled Industry in Bangladesh. 

• The Chamber sends a trade delegation to Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and 
Australia to explore possibilities of further expansion of trade with these 
countries.

• The Chamber has a post-budget meeting on 6 July where the Deputy Prime 
Minister, Deputy Minister for Finance, Chairman of National Board of Revenue, 
Governor of Bangladesh Bank and Commerce Secretary are present. A number of 
member-�irms raise different problems and issues relating to new import and 
export policies. 

1988

• Messrs Don Westmore and Peter Collins, Department of Commerce, Government 
of the USA visit Chamber on 27 March and address members.

• Ms Page Ramsey Hays from United States Export-Import Bank addresses 
members of the MCCI on 8 May.

• A number of trade missions and missions from international agencies, such as 
World Bank, Asian Development Bank, International Finance Corporation and 
Commonwealth Development Corporation, hold discussions with the Chamber 
on a number of issues relating to the development of trade and commerce.

• The Chamber prepares a paper in August on increased electricity tariff and its 
adverse effects on Jute, Textile and other industries. Suggestions for Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral Resources are put forward but no action is taken by the 
government

• MCCI expresses concern at loss of working hours during November and 
December. It issues press releases showing that, out of 51 working days, mills and 
factories had lost of 232 hours production and increased losses of Tk 345 Crore.

1989

• Dr Hyung S Choi, Ex-Minister for Science and Technology, Republic of Korea, and 
a delegation from the Confederation of Engineering Industry of India (CEI) meet 
members of the Chamber.

• The Chamber Committee has a series of meetings with the Prime Minister, 
Finance Minister, Minister for Planning, Commerce Minister, and the Secretary of 
the Ministry of Industries and other important of�icials.

• The Committee approves a paper incorporating the Chamber’s suggestions for 
the Fourth Five-Year Plan. The paper is handed over to the Minister for Planning.

• A Press release is issued and letters are sent to the President and the Vice 
President of the Government of Bangladesh by MCCI on the government’s 
decisions on Insurance Business. In these letters it is pointed out that restrictions 
on the sponsors of banking companies to sponsor insurance companies has been 
retained, apparently to stop monopolistic trends in the economy, but such 
restrictions would eliminate the scope of involving many enterprising 
businessmen in the insurance industry. MCCI advises government to withdraw 
these restrictions.

• The Chamber’s Trade Delegation visits some European countries. They hold 
successful business meetings with the Confederation of British Industry, 
Confederation of German Chamber of Commerce, German Employers’ Federation 
and Stockholm Chamber of Commerce. 

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and Articles of Association of MCCI are 
amended by a special resolution on 4 September.

1990

• The Chamber Committee submits its suggestions to the government for 
amendments to the Customs Act, 1969, and the Excise Act, 1944.

• MCCI produces a short video �ilm with the help of the Board of Investment to 
depict prospects of industrialization in the country.

• Mr Bernard Vieux, Inspector General of Finance, Government of France, visits 
MCCI on 31 October and delivers a speech.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of MCCI 
are amended by a special resolution on 31 December. 

1991

• The Chamber Committee welcomes the 12th Constitution Amendment Bill, 1991 
and issues a press release declaring that it is a landmark in the journey to 
parliamentary democracy.

• MCCI expresses deep concern in a press release on 6 March over some provisions 
of the Financial Sector Adjustment Credit (FSC) agreement which the 
Government had concluded with the World Bank.

• On behalf of the business community, the Chamber requests the Finance Minister 
to solicit public opinion on ‘Banking Companies Bill, 1991’ introduced in the 
Parliament in May. MCCI claims that the bill contains some provisions which are 
contrary to the existing Companies Act and Banking Companies Ordinance, 1962.

• MCCI, DCCI and CCCI issue a joint press release on 5 June expressing concern and 
disappointment at the recent publication of a list of defaulters by the Bangladesh 
Bank. The press release emphasizes that Bangladesh Bank’s list actually has 
worked to protect defaulters.

• The Chamber members attend a meeting to discuss recently introduced VAT 
system on 4 July and feel that the system will prove to be bene�icial for the 
country in the long run.

• Mr Richard D Harding, the visiting Director of South Asian Affairs, Department of 
Commerce, Government of the USA, in a meeting with MCCI members held on 16 
July pledges continued support of his government to help promote Bangladesh’s 
export in the USA. 

1992

• The Chamber issues a press release on 17 March expressing gratitude to parties 
who refused to extend support to SKOP’s strike programme, thereby establishing 
an example of keeping national interests above political expediency. 

• The Chamber, in collaboration with the Jatiyo Press Club, organizes a two-day 
seminar on 10-11 May entitled ‘Policy Options for Economic Breakthrough’ which 
is inaugurated by Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia MP and where the closing 
session is graced by the Opposition Leader of Parliament, Sheikh Hasina MP. 

• MCCI issues a press release on 19 June on Budget for 1992-93 and expresses its 
deep concern about importance of protecting local industries by mentioning 
appropriate measures to be taken to safeguard their interest.

• An 11-member delegation from the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
led by Mr Mumtaz Ahmad meets the members of the MCCI and a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between MCCI and BCCI is signed on 1 November 
envisaging expanded industrial co-operation between India and Bangladesh.

• A large number of visitors, including Mr M Saifur Rahman, Minister for Finance, 
visit the Chamber to meet member-�irms. Several missions from international 
agencies such as Royal College of Defence Studies, UK, visit the Chamber. 
Discussions are held with Chamber members on important issues of mutual 
concern.

1993

• MCCI and the World Bank jointly organize a seminar on ‘Expanding Private 
Investment’ where the key-note speaker is Dr Hernan Buchi, former Minister for 
Finance of Chile.

• The Chamber issues a press release on 12 May stating that SKOP’s strike has been 
overwhelmingly ignored and that workers of mills and factories in Dhaka, Khulna 
and Chittagong did not respond to the strike call.

• Mr S Venkitaramanan, former Governor of the Reserve Bank of India, visits MCCI 
and delivers the key-note speech on ‘Foreign Exchange De-Regulation’ in a 
meeting held on 27 September. 

• Minister for Finance, Minister for Industries, Minister for Energy and Mineral 
Resources and Minister for Communications, separately visit the Chamber and 
meet its members in the course of the year.

• Dr Akbar Ali Khan, Chairman of NBR, addresses members of the Chamber on 13 
September and 7 December.

1994 

• A High-powered VAT Task Force consisting of senior of�icials of the government 
of Nepal meets members of the Chamber in its Conference Hall on 4 January.

• MCCI urges the government not to declare any public holiday on 30 January on 
the occasion of the City Corporation Elections in the 4 cities. It issues a press 
release on 26 January and mentions that one day’s production loss in 
non-agricultural activities amounts to at least Tk 150 crore. 

• A Turkish Delegation headed by Mr Tav�ik Isil UNEL, Prime Minister’s Under 
Secretary of Treasury and Foreign Trade, along with Mr Kutlu Ozguvene, Turkish 

Ambassador to Bangladesh, calls on the President and the Secretary General of 
the Chamber on 4 April. 

• The Chamber Committee continues to review the meeting of the Indo-Bangladesh 
Joint Economic Committee which consists of representatives of the Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII) and the Chamber. Meetings are held every month, 
alternatively in Dhaka and New Delhi or Kolkata.

• The Chamber organizes a seminar with the World Bank on ‘South Asian 
Economies in the 21st Century’, on 4 May. Lord Meghnad Desai, Professor of 
Economics of London School of Economics, is the key-note speaker. A large 
number of businessmen, diplomats, academics, journalists, trade union 
representatives and members of parliament take active part in the discussions 
that ensue.

• MCCI-CII Joint Task Force Members attend a series of meetings during the year.

• Dr Manmohan Singh, Indian Finance Minister, addresses the members of the 
Chamber in a meeting organized by the MCCI-CII Joint Task Force on 12 July.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of MCCI 
are amended by a special resolution adopted on 1 November. 

1995

• MCCI receives a letter from the Ministry of Commerce authorizing only the Export 
Promotion Bureau to issue Certi�icates of Origin (COO) in respect of textile 
products to European Union (EC) countries, under Rule 4 of the government’s 
Textile Trade and Quota Administration Rules, 1991. The Chamber decides to 
take up the matter with the government, pointing out that under the Trade 
Organisation’s Rules, 1994, the Chamber of Commerce has full authority to issue 
COO.

• The President and the Vice President of the Chamber go to Rome to participate in 
a seminar on ‘Bangladesh Investment Climate and Trade Opportunities’ held from 
30 January to 1 February.

• Mr Binod Dubey, Director of World Bank, and a group of Thai businessmen visit 
the Chamber and meet members.

• The Chief of the World Bank Resident Mission, Dhaka, Mr Pierre Landell-Mill, 
along with his senior colleagues, meets the Chamber Committee on 27 March. 

• MCCI releases a book entitled “Shaping South Asia’s Future – Role of Regional 
Cooperation” on 19 April. Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr ASM Mosta�izur 
Rahman, is present on the occasion. 

• The Ministry of Commerce requests the Chamber to attend the 6th 
Bangladesh-Pakistan Joint Economic Commission to be held in Islamabad on 25 
July. The Committee sends a member to join the meeting. 

• MCCI welcomes the trade and investment delegation from the People’s Republic 
of China to the Chamber on 12 September.

• A British Infrastructure and Technology Mission, led by Mr Peter Lee, meets 
members of the Chamber on 25 November.

1996

• A large number of visitors, including Advisers of Caretaker government, Mr Syed 
Manzur Elahi, Dr Wahiduddin Mahmud, Mr Syed Ishtiaq Ahmed and Minister for 
Commerce and Industries, Mr Tofael Ahmed, the NBR Chairman, Dr Akbar Ali 
Khan, visit and meet members of the Chamber over the course of the year. Mr 
David N Merrill (US Ambassador) and Ms Renee Veyret (French Ambassador) also 
hold meetings with the Chamber Committee.

• 13-member delegations from the Indian Foreign Service Institute meet members 
of MCCI on 13 May. The delegation is headed by Mrs Sujatha Singh.

• The 15th Batch of the BCS (Taxation) Of�icers meet Chamber members on 20 April.

• The World Bank Resident Representative, Mr Pierre Landell-Mills, along with 
other senior colleagues, meets the Chamber Committee on 30 June.

• Mr Samson H Chowdhury, Chamber President, hands over a copy of the 
Chamber’s publication entitled ‘Economic Agenda of the New Government’ to Mr 
Tofael Ahmed MP, Minister for Commerce and Industries, on 28 July.

• The Chamber issues a press release on 29 July praising the budget of 1996-97 and 
mentioning several welcome features which would help improve the investment 
climate in the country.

• A Turkish Trade Delegation led by Mr Omer Besim Kufrevi, Vice-President, 
Executive Board, Istanbul Chamber of Commerce, meet the Chamber Committee 
on 27 July and Mr Kufrevi delivers a speech.

• A Thai Trade Mission headed by Mr Photipong Lamsam, along with Mr Sunthorn 
Vidhyameth, Ambassador of Thailand in Bangladesh, meets members of MCCI on 
8 October.

• A British Trade Mission, headed by Mr David Walker, the British High 
Commissioner, and Ms Miriam R McIntosh, British Deputy High Commissioner in 
Bangladesh, meets the members of MCCI on 26 October.

• The country’s trade and industry welcomes the historic agreement reached in 
Singapore by 128 member nations of the World Trade Organization (WTO) on 13 
December. Chamber representatives take an active part as part of the Bangladesh 
delegation. 

• MCCI welcomes the Ganges Water Sharing Treaty and issues a press release on 18 
December signed by the President Samson H Chowdhury to that effect. 

1997

• Mr Tofael Ahmed MP, Minister for Commerce and Industries, addresses a 
discussion meeting on ‘Outcome of the 1st Ministerial Conference of World Trade 
Organization’ organized by DCCI and MCCI on 5 January.

• Members of the British Overseas Trade Board Mission meet the members of MCCI 
on 26 January. 

• MCCI urges the government, on behalf of the country’s trade and industry, that 
the weekly holiday be changed from Friday to Sunday. In a press release issued on 
20 March, the Chamber states that importers and exporters have been losing 
business opportunities for 2 days of the week from September 1982 onwards, 
when the weekly holiday was suddenly changed from Sunday to Friday without 
any consultation with trade and industry.

• A delegation from MCCI-CII Joint Economic Council (JEC) meets the Indian Prime 
Minister Mr IK Gujral in New Delhi on 28 May. The Indian Prime Minister 
appreciates the proactive role of the MCCI-CII JEC and shows considerable 
interest in supporting the strengthening of ties between the two countries.

• A Dutch delegation, headed by Mr W De Vries, Director for Commercial Affairs, 
City of Groningen, meets members of the Chamber on 22 June.

• An MoU is signed between MCCI and the Confederation of Singapore Industries 
on 10 July after a seminar on ‘Investment Opportunities in Bangladesh’ held in 
Singapore.

• The Chamber initiates a series of seminars to develop awareness on quality 
improvement and competitiveness, at the advent of globalization. Dr Madhab 
Mehra, President of World Quality Council, is the Resource Speaker at the �irst 
seminar held on 20 November.

• Members of the Federation of Nepalese Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
meet members of MCCI on 26 December.

• Several meetings are held with Ministers for Finance and Commerce and 
Industries during the year and the Chamber discusses the Share Market Scam and 
submits proposals to the government in this regard.

1998

• The members of the Chamber Committee meet Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on 
7 January and discuss issues relating to the Chittagong Port, Power Supply, 
Labour Sector Reforms etc.

• Dr William P Fuller, President of the Asia Foundation and Dr Karen L Casper, 
Representative of the Asia Foundation, Dhaka, meet members of the Chamber and 
speak to its members on 14 January. 

• MCCI has a meeting with the ‘South Asian Group of Eminent Persons’ on 9 
February. They exchange views with members and acknowledge the Chamber’s 
capacity to contribute in the formulation of policy guidelines for the development 
of the region.

• MCCI receives Mr Anthony Png Choo Ling, leader of the Singapore Trade and 
Investment Mission and his 12-member team at the Chamber of�ice on 23 March 
and discusses trade and investment issues.

• The Minister for Finance, Mr SAMS Kibria MP, addresses members of MCCI at a 
pre-budget discussion meeting held on 1 April.

• The Minister for Commerce and Industries, Mr Tofael Ahmed MP, addresses the 
members of MCCI at a pre-budget discussion meeting held on 27 April.

• The Chamber and Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies jointly organizes a 
Workshop on ‘Dissemination of Awareness on Environmental Conservation Act 
1995 and Rules 1997’, on 14 May. The workshop identi�ies several problem areas 
for industries arising from the legal requirements of obtaining environmental 
clearance. 

• A large number of visitors and a number of missions visit MCCI during the year. 
Among the visitors are: Ms Renee Veyret (French Ambassador), Ms Cristina 
Funes-Noppen (Belgian Ambassador), Mr Andre Lorent (Belgian Trade 
Commissioner), Dr William P Fuller (President, The Asian Foundation) and Dr 
Chakradhari Agrawal (Secretary General, World Association of Small and Medium 
Enterprises).

• Missions are received from the World Bank, IMF, Confederation of Indian Steel 
Industry and TDB SCI Singapore Infrastructure Mission. A French Trade Delegation 
and a delegation from the Indian Foreign Service also visit the Chamber.

 1999

• The Commerce Secretary, MCCI President, ICC-Bangladesh President and DCCI 
President meet delegates of the governments of SAARC countries at a meeting 
hosted by the MCCI on 31 January to discuss main features of the 3rd Tariff 
Agreement under SAPTA. 

• Dr Joseph Stiglitz, Chief Economist and Senior Vice President of the World Bank, 
visits the Chamber and meets committee members on 15 March to discuss 
economic issues.

• MCCI, FICCI, BEAF, BGMEA, Bangladesh Knitwear Manufactures and Exporters 
Association, Bangladesh Jute Spinners Association and Bangladesh Frozen Foods 
Exporters Association jointly present a press release urging reconsideration of 
hartal programme declared by political parties. The press release is issued on 12 
April.

• The Chamber extends host facilities to a Taiwan Turnkey, Engineering & 
Electronic Trade Mission from 8-9 April.

• Missions of the European Unions meet with members of the Chamber Committee 
on 11 April to discuss economic issues.

• Dr M Farashuddin, Governor of Bangladesh Bank, visits the Chamber on 17 May 
to discuss issues relating to the �inancial sector.

• A delegation from the Chamber visits Singapore to attend a seminar on ‘Business 
Opportunities in Bangladesh’ organized by the Chamber, jointly with the 
Bangladesh High Commission in Singapore, Singapore Confederation of 
Industries and Singapore Trade Development held on 14 July.

• A Business Delegation from FKCCI visits MCCI of�ice and signs Business 
Cooperation Agreement on 27 July. 

• A 15-member Trade and Investment Delegation from Singapore Confederation of 
Industry (SCI) and Singapore Trade Development Board (STDB), led by Mr 
Ridzwan Dza�ir, meets members of MCCI on 12 October. 

• The Chamber Committee meets the Minister of Commerce and Industries on 31 
December to discuss key issues.

2000

• MCCI organizes a day-long workshop on ‘Energy Management’ at the Chamber’s 
Conference Hall on 24 January.

• Dr David Carter, the British High Commissioner in Bangladesh, visits the Chamber 
on 14 February.

• The Joint Economic Council of the Confederation of Indian Industry - 
Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce & Industry (CII-MCCI JEC) holds its second 
meeting on 23 February and discusses various aspects of Indo-Bangladesh 
co-operation on trade and industry. 

• The members of the Chamber meet the Finance Minister, Mr Shah AMS Kibria, for 
a pre-budget discussion meeting held in the Chamber of�ice on 28 March. 

• Several training courses such as ‘Marketing Strategies and Sales Promotion’, and 
‘Production Planning and Quality Control’ are organized by the Chamber under 
the ‘Management Development Programme’ during the months of January- 
March, August, September and October.

• The Chamber organizes a two-day visit of a forty-member trade delegation from 
Sri Lanka-Bangladesh Business Council (SLBBC), Colombo, which explores 
business and investments prospects in Bangladesh, during March 29-30. The 
delegation has a bilateral business meeting with Chamber members where the 
Commerce Minister is present as the Chief Guest.

• The Chamber President, Mr Latifur Rahman, presents a paper on ‘Public and 
Private Sectors of the Bangladesh Economy’ at the Administrative Staff College in 
Mirpur, Dhaka on 29 March.

• Mr Jan Axel Voss, Deputy Head of Mission of German Embassy in Bangladesh, 
meets the President and Secretary-General of the Chamber on 6 July and 
discusses issues of bilateral interest. 

• The Chamber, jointly with Save the Children, UK, sponsors the launching 
ceremony of a publication “Big Business, Small Hands: Responsible Approaches 
to Child Labor” on 21 November. HRH Princess Anne of the United Kingdom 
graces the occasion.

2001

• Several training courses are organized by the Chamber under the rubric of 
‘Management Development Programme’ during the months of August, September 
and December.

• The Chamber organizes a half-day discussion meet on World Trade Organization 
(WTO) and issues arising from its programmes for phasing out of tariff and 
non-tariff barriers by January 1. Mr Muchkund Dubey, former Permanent 

Representative of India to the WTO, is the Guest Speaker. Mr MA Jalil, Minister for 
Commerce, inaugurates the Meeting. 

• A Chamber delegation headed by its President meets Chief Adviser of the 
Caretaker Government on 26 August. MCCI submits several proposals, relating to 
the development of the economy of Bangladesh, at the meeting.

• A two-day workshop on ‘Strategies for Competitive Success’ is organized by MCCI 
in collaboration with the Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta, from 19 to 20 
November. Professor Ranjan Das of IIM, Calcutta, delivers his speech as the 
Resource Person. 

2002

• Under its management development programme, the Chamber organises third 
semester classes of the One Year International Business Programme (IBP) offered 
by the Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta (IIMC), in association with the 
Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Dhaka, from 5 to 15 January.

• The Chamber meets with Mr Nicholas Stern, Chief Economist and Senior 
Vice-President of the World Bank, Washington DC, at the Chamber’s of�ice on 8 
January.

• Mr Abdul Razak Dawood, Minister of Commerce, Industries and Production of 
Pakistan, visits the Chamber and delivers a speech to members of MCCI on 29 January.

• The Chamber, under its energy management programme, organises a two-day 
workshop on ‘Energy Management in Industrial Practice’ on 17-18 February.

• The Chamber has a meeting with the Bangladesh Export Processing Zones 
Authority (BEPZA) at the Chamber Of�ice on 7 March and discusses issues of 
mutual interest, including possibilities of more investments in the EPZs of the 
country.

• The Chamber jointly with the Asian Centre for Democratic Governance and the 
Bangladesh Enterprise Institute organises a conference on ‘Strengthening 
Democratic Governance’, on 17-18 March.

• A Chamber Delegation meets the Prime Minister of Bangladesh, Begum Khaleda 
Zia, at the Prime Minister's of�ice on 30 March.

• The Chamber hosts a luncheon meeting in honour of Mr David Kilgour, MP, 
Secretary of State for Asia Paci�ic, Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade, Government of Canada, on 1 April.

• Under its ongoing Management Development Programme, the Chamber  
organizes a 5 day training course on ‘Strategic Planning in Marketing of Products 
and Services’, from 24 to 30 April.

• MCCI meets members of the Economic Reporters Forum on 15 May to share the 
Chamber’s views on the upcoming budget and other aspects of the economy of 
Bangladesh.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Developing Team Leadership Skills for Organisational 
Growth’ from 3 to 7 August.

• The Chamber under its Energy Management programme organises a two-day 
workshop on ‘How to Economise Energy Cost’, on 17-18 August.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Marketability through Effective Distribution 
Network’, from 24 to 28 August. 

• The Chamber hosts a luncheon meeting on 27 August in honour of HE Rt Hon 
Donald C Mckinnon, Commonwealth Secretary General, at the MCCI of�ice.

• The Chamber holds a discussion meeting at the MCCI of�ice on 4 September with 
the visiting President of the Japanese Commerce and Industry Association and 
JETRO Representative.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and Articles of Association of MCCI are 
amended by a special resolution on 12 September.

• The Chamber discusses bilateral trade issues with a visiting business delegation 
from the Federal Republic of Nigeria, on 19 September.

• The Chamber organises a round table discussion on 1 October on (1) merits of the 
tariff concessions recently given by the Government of India and (2) national 
preparedness to meet contractual obligations under the General Agreement on 
Trade in Services (GATS) of the WTO. Minister for Commerce attends the 
discussion as Chief Guest.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Business Communication Skills’ from 5 to 9 October.

• The Chamber organizes a round-table discussion on 29 October on trade and 
industry’s expectations from ‘Economic Diplomacy’. The Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Mr M Morshed Khan MP, attends the round-table discussions as Chief 
Guest.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Financial Management for Non-Financial Managers’ 
from 26 to 30 October.

2003

• The Chamber Committee holds a meeting on 2 January with Mr Mohammad A 
Vayid, CMG, Chairman & Managing Director, Strategic Management Consultants 
Ltd of Mauritius, to discuss possibilities of expanding business and economic 
co-operation between Mauritius and Bangladesh. 

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Improving Employee Performance: Professional Way 
of Coaching and Counselling’ from 18 to 23 February.

• A Thai Trade Delegation headed by Mr Prachuab Chaiyasan meets members of 
MCCI, DCCI and ICC-Bangladesh at the MCCI Conference Hall on 31 March.

• A Chamber Delegation meets the Prime Minister, Government of Bangladesh, at 
the Prime Minister’s of�ice on 1 April.

• Dr M Yunus, Managing Director of Grameen Bank, visits the Chamber in April and 
has discussions on the Bank’s programme for alleviation of rural poverty and for 
education and health-care activities in rural areas.

• A Chamber Delegation meets the President of Sri Lanka, Mrs Chandrika 
Kumaratunga, during her visit to Dhaka in April.

• Under its Management Development Programme, the Chamber organises a 
four-day training course on ‘Developing Effective Marketing Strategies’ from 27 
to 30 April.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organises a 
four-day training course on ‘Team Building for Organisational Growth’ from 
18-21 May.

• MCCI issues a press release on 13 June, expressing its reaction to the budget for 
2003-04 and points out that ‘the provision of conversion of black money into 
white money by investing in capital market is a retrograde step and this may 
discourage those who have been paying taxes regularly and honestly’.

• The Indian Minister for External Affairs, Mr Yashwant Sinha, has a meeting with 
MCCI on 15 July. Foreign Minister and Commerce Minister of Bangladesh and the 
Chamber President are also present on the occasion.

• A Mission of the Asian Development Bank meets members of MCCI on 20 July.

• Dr Joseph E Stiglitz, Nobel Laureate and Professor of Finance and Economics, 
Columbia Business School, USA, addresses the members of MCCI, Dhaka, at the 
Chamber of�ice on 13 August.

• Ambassador of USA in Bangladesh, Mr Harry K Thomas, visits MCCI on 24 
September and delivers a speech. 

• Lord Swaraj Paul, a member of the British House of Lords, meets the members of 
the Chamber on 8 October. The British High Commissioner and the Deputy High 
Commissioner are also present at the meeting.

• The Chamber holds a meeting at the MCCI of�ice on 20 October with Mr Guy 
Gagnon, Director, Asia Bureau, Industrial Cooperation Programme, Canadian 
Partnership Branch and Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA).

2004

• The Chamber Committee, along with some of its past presidents, meets Prime 
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia, MP, on 12 January.

• High Commissioner of India to Bangladesh, Ms Veena Sikri, visits MCCI on 15 
January and 7 October.

• In March, the Chamber signs Memorandums of Understanding (MoU) with 
Australian Business Limited and State Chamber of Commerce (New South Wales).

• Dr Muhammad Yunus, the Managing Director of Grameen Bank, addresses 
members of MCCI on 17 April at the Chamber Conference Hall.

• The Chamber meets Mr Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, Minister for Local Government, 
Rural Development and Co-operatives, in May and discusses the law and order 
situation, overall governance, policy support to industry, free trade with India, 
port facilities and other important issues. 

• The Chamber, jointly with Singapore Manufacturer’s Federation, Singapore 
Enterprises Ltd., Bangladesh High Commission in Singapore and the Hongkong 
and Shanghai Banking Corporation Limited, organizes an Investors’ Conference in 
Singapore on 20 May. A large number of Singaporean entrepreneurs attend the 
conference.

• The Chamber holds a discussion and dinner meeting at a city hotel on 24 June 
with the Singapore Prime Minister, HE Mr Goh Chok Tong.

• The Chamber holds a discussion meeting on 27 June with Mr AKM Mosharraf 
Hossain, MP, Minister for Energy and Mineral Resources, Government of 
Bangladesh, at the MCCI of�ice. 

• The Chamber meeting decides to celebrate its centenary in a be�itting manner. A 
committee under a former president is set up to chalk out a detailed program.

• The Chamber holds a meeting on 11 October with the visiting Organisation 
Development Adviser of the Confederation of Danish industries at the MCCI 
of�ice.

• The Chamber organizes a seminar on 9 December on the occasion of the release 
of the World Bank’s �lagship publication, Global Economic Prospects-2005. Mr Uri 
Dadush, Director, Trade Department and Mr Richard Newfarmer, Lead Economist 
from the World Bank’s Washington Of�ice, Secretary, Ministry of Commerce, 
Government of Bangladesh, and Country Director, World Bank, Dhaka, among 
others, are present attend the seminar.

• The 100th AGM of MCCI is held on 30 December at the Chamber’s Conference Hall. 
39 members attend.

2005

• A Chamber delegation, headed by the President, visits Chittagong Port on 12 
January and meets the Chairman and other senior of�icials of the Chittagong Port 
Authority to discuss issues pertaining to enhancing the operational ef�iciency of 
Chittagong Port and privatization of some of the port services.

• The Chamber Committee meets the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr M Morshed 
Khan MP, at his of�ice on the 15 January and donates books worth Taka one lac for 
the library of the Bangladesh High Commission in New Delhi, India.

• A Chamber Delegation, led by its President, calls on the Governor, Bangladesh 
Bank, Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed, on 18 April.

• A delegation from the Chamber headed by its President, Mr Kutubuddin Ahmed, 
along with some former Presidents, calls on the Hon’ble Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia, MP, at her of�ice on 4 May. The delegation discusses key issues 
concerning the economic interest of the country, including increase in Bank 
interest rates; liquidity crises in the banking sector; continuation of Tax Holiday 
scheme which was supposed to be terminated on 30 June, 2005; and national 
minimum wages. The Prime Minister appreciates the Chamber’s concern on the 
above issues.

• An 11-member Chinese Government Economic and Trade Delegation headed by 
Mr Wang Chao, the �irst Vice-Governor of Dehong Dai and Jingpo Autonomous 
Prefecture, Yunnan Province, China, visits the Chamber on 8 June. The delegation 
discusses matters relating to trade between Bangladesh and China.

• The Chamber Committee meets the Finance Minister, Mr M Saifur Rahman, MP, at 
his of�ice on 27 June and discusses important issues.

465 Annual Report of the MCCI: Dhaka, 2005, p. 31.
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5.4 Other Services to the Nation (Selective)

•  Road Repairs (1952): Mr Baikie drew the attention of the Chamber Committee to 
the shocking condition of roads in Narayanganj and Dacca. The Chamber wrote to 
the Local-Self Government Department, Government of East Bengal, to take 
necessary actions for immediate repair of roads.449

•  Food Supplies (1955): There appeared to be a shortage of rice in Dacca and 
Narayanganj, causing a steep rise in prices. A large number of ‘fair price’ shops 
had been opened at Dacca, but it appeared that there was a shortage of supplies 
in Narayanganj. The Chamber urged the government to give priority to food 
supplies to industrial areas and to open more ‘fair price’ shops in Narayanganj.450

•  Chief Minister’s Flood Relief Fund (1955): Mr Ispahani advised members that he 
had recently been reminded by the Chief Secretary about the Chief Ministers’ 
Flood Relief Fund. ‘The Chief Secretary was somehow under the impression that 
the Chamber was not doing its best in contributing to the relief work’. The amount 
hitherto received by the Chamber amounted to nearly Rs 8,000. It circulated a 
reminder to member-�irms to come forward and do their best in the situation.451

•  Double Tract Road (1962): The Chamber took the initiative to help build a double 
tract road in Narayanganj as the only road in the city was getting more and more 
congested every day.452

•  Henderson Road (1970): The Chamber decided to assist in repair work of 
Henderson Road in Narayanganj.453

•  Donations to the East Pakistan Relief Fund (1970): The Committee noted that total 
donations to the Presidents’ East Pakistan Relief Fund amounted to Rs 27,700. It 
was agreed that as soon as this amount exceed Rs 30,000, a cheque would be 
handed over to the Governor.454

•  Donation to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1974): The President appealed to 
member-�irms for donations to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund to help provide 
succor to the �lood-stricken people. The minimum and maximum donations 

recommended to member-�irms were Tk 1000 and Tk 5000. The President 
informed them that in response to his appeal, a total donation of Tk 64,000 had 
been received by 5 August, 1974 which, along with a donation of Tk 6,000 from 
the Chamber, he handed over to the Prime Minister on the same day. The 
committee was informed that subsequently two cheques for Tk 5,000 each were 
received which were then forwarded to the Prime Minister.455

•  Donation to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1975): In accordance with its past 
practice the Chamber Committee considered an appeal for donation to the Prime 
Minister’s Relief Fund to help provide succor to �lood-stricken people. On the 
recommendation of the chamber, donations from member totalling Tk 69,000 
was received. With the Chamber’s own donation of Tk 6,000, a total sum of Tk 
75,000 was donated to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund.456

•  Flood in the Country: Donation to President’s Relief Fund (1980): The Chamber 
Committee discussed the situation arising from the �loods in the country in 
August, 1980 and in response donations were received and cheques for a total of 
Tk 2,10,000 were handed over to the Hon’ble Vice-President. The committee also 
decided that member-�irms, who had been approached for �lood relief by their 
workers actually affected by the �loods, should consider giving them one month’s 
salary recoverable in six monthly installments.457

•  Donation to the Presidents’ Relief and Welfare-Fund (1984): The committee 
considered an appeal for donation to the President’ Relief and Welfare-Fund in 
view of widespread damage to crops and properties caused by the devastating 
�lood in May-June, 1984, and decided that an appeal be made to all members of 
the Chamber to pay at least a sum of Tk 5,000 to the fund. In response to the 
appeal, a total of Tk 3,35,500 was received and handed over to the President’s 
Secretariat.458

•  Donation to the Presidents’ Relief & Welfare Fund (1988): In response to an appeal 
made by the President of the Chamber, donations were received from some 
member-�irms and a total of Tk 7,83,626 (inclusive of chamber’s donation of Tk 
2,50,000) was handed over to the President of the country.459

•  Donations to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1991): The Chamber decided to 
issue an appeal for generous donations to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund for the 
cyclone and tornado damage suffered by mills and factories in Chittagong and the 
colossal loss of lives and properties in the coastal areas experienced on 29 April 
in 1991. There was a good response to the appeal and cheques amounting to Tk 
21 lakhs were handed over to the Prime Minister.460

•  Donation of Winter Clothes to Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1998): To mitigate the 
sufferings of the poor who were badly affected by the cold winter that the country 
had experienced, the Chamber donated a sizable quantity of winter clothing to 
the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund.461

•  Contributions to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1999): As decided by the 
Chamber Committee, the Chamber contributed relief goods worth Tk 5 lacs from 
its own fund and also raised another Tk 11 lacs as contributions from 
member-�irms and donated the amount to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund for 
distribution to �lood-affected people.462

•  Donation to the Liberation War Museum (2001): The Chamber contributed an 
amount of Tk 5 lac toward the creation of an ‘Endowment Fund’ for the Liberation 
War Museum.463

•  Donation to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (2005): As decided by the Committee, 
an appeal was made to member-�irms for donations through the Chamber to the 
Prime Minister’s Relief Fund to provide relief to �lood-affected people. A sum of 
Tk 13 lac was received from 22 member-�irms Tk 5 lacs from the Chamber’s own 
funds who added and the total amount was handed over to the Prime Minister on 
2 August, 2004.464

•  Beauti�ication and Maintenance of Road Island (2005): The Chamber was asked by 
the Government to take up the work of beauti�ication and maintenance of the 
traf�ic island from Bijoy Sarani to Farm Gate Police Box as part of the 
beauti�ication programme of Dhaka City Corporation (DCC). The Chamber took 
up the work and six member-�irms, viz. Apex Tannery Ltd., Advanced Chemical 
Industries Ltd., Renata Limited, Square Pharmaceuticals Ltd., Transcom Limited 

and Reliance Insurance Ltd contributed Tk 3 lac each and Nestle Bangladesh Ltd 
contributed Tk 1 lac to meet the expenditure incurred in the project.465

•  Donations to the Chief Adviser’s Relief and Welfare Fund (2008): The Chamber 
appealed to its members for generous donations to the Chief Adviser’s Relief and 
Welfare Fund to provide urgent relief and succor to the �lood and ‘Sidr’-affected 
people in the northern and south-western regions of the country. The member’s 
contributions were handed over to the Chief Adviser to the Government of 
Bangladesh.466

5.5 Donations/ Contributions as CSR at a Glance (Selected)

Some examples of the Chamber’s contributions to Government-sponsored programs and 
charitable, cultural and sports organizations are as follows:

•  During the �irst phase of the Chamber (NCC, 1904-1950), Dacca Club (1911), 
Dacca Museum (1913) and Narayanganj Club were supported either by the 
Chamber itself, or by its members, who were active members of these clubs.

•  1943: The government opened a ‘Gruel Kitchen’ for feeding famine-stricken 
people. The Narayanganj Chamber came forward to help distressed people and 
approached member-�irms to do their best for the sufferers. As a result, mill 
owners opened ration-shops.

•  1950: The Chamber donated enthusiastically to the Government Refugee Fund. 
The Chamber also nominated MM Ispahani (1955), WR Longwill (1955), JM Diza 
(1956), M Naser-ud-din Khan (1957) to the Government Refugee Relief 
Committee.

•  1952: Donations were made to the Pakistan Hockey Team. Each member of the 
Chamber contributed Rs 100.

•  1953: A donation was made to the Lawn Tennis Association.

•  1953: The Chamber presented a large bore ri�le as prize at the Shooting 
Championship of the Quaid-e-Azam Ri�le Club.

•  1954: Rs 250 was contributed to the Sir Stafford Cripps Memorial Trust by each 
member-�irm of the Chamber upon the request of the Governor-General.

•  1954: Donation was made to the Bengal Combined Forces Flag Day.

•  1954: The Chamber participated in the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II.

•  1955: DNCCI contributed to the 6th Pakistan Economic Association Conference 
held in Chittagong.

•  1955: A donation was made to the Sir Stafford Cripps Memorial Trust.

•  1955: The Chamber and its members donated Rs 25,735 to the Chief Minister’s 
Flood Relief Fund.

•  1955: The Chamber contributed Rs 10,000 to the Union Training Scheme.

•  1956: The Chamber donated to the Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen’s Fund on the 
occasion of Combined Forces Flag Day.

•  1956: The DNCCI participated, hosted and shared the cost, along with the 
Chittagong Chamber and other Trade organizations of hosting a dinner party for 
the Prime Minister of Pakistan.

•  1956: The Chamber received an appeal to donate money to the National Relief 
Association of Pakistan and requested member-�irms to contribute to it.

•  1956: A donation was made to the Pakistan Conference for Social Work.

•  1957: The Chamber contributed to the celebration of Universal Children Day.

•  1957: The Chamber circulated a request to its members for donating money to Sir 
Salimullah Muslim Orphanage.

•  1957: AK Fazlul Haque, Governor of East Pakistan, made an appeal for donation 
to the Governor’s Relief Fund to help distressed people. The Chamber responded 
positively and came up with a huge contribution.

•  1958: The DNCCI made a donation to the EP Sports Federation.

•  1958: The Chamber took up a cleanup program named the Dacca Cleanup 
Campaign.

•  1958: Chief Minister Ataur Rahman Khan approached the Chamber for funds for 
the victims of famine and epidemics in some parts of East Pakistan. In response, 
the Chamber donated a sizeable amount to the Governor’s Wife’s Relief Fund.

•  1959: The Chamber made donations to the Horse and Cattle Show in Dhaka.

•  1961: NCCI donated money to the Businessmen Seminar held in Dacca.

•  1969: In accordance with past practice, the Chamber Committee considered various 
appeals and made donations to the Governor’s Cyclone Relief Fund; the Defence of 
Pakistan Day; and the 5th Pakistan Boy Scouts National Jamboree Fund.

•  1970: A severe cyclone devastated the country on 12 November. The Chamber 
Committee appealed to member-�irms to donate to the President’s East Pakistan 
Relief Fund. Apart from individual contributions the Chamber handed over Rs 
25,000 to the Military Secretary to the Governor.

•  1970: A donation was made to All Pakistan’s Science Conference.

•  1977: A donation was made to the Press Institute of Bangladesh.

•  1999: Contributions were made by the Chamber to the Prime Minister’s Relief 
Fund.

•  2004: The Chamber organizes donations to �lood-affected people.

•  2007: MCCI, Dhaka made donations to the Chief Adviser’s Relief and Welfare 
Fund.

•  2014: The Chamber, jointly with the Rangpur Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, distributed blankets among the poor and vulnerable people of Rangpur.

            CONCLUSION: INTO THE FUTURE

In its 110 years history, the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCI) has 
undergone numerous changes and overcome innumerable vicissitudes as it traversed the 
twentieth century. However, it has entered the new century and millennium as a vibrant 
organization, eager to build on the experience it has accumulated in its evolutionary phase, 
and poised not only to assist its members proactively in their business dealings but also to 
contribute positively to the trade and commerce of the nation in every possible way.

When MCCI began its journey in Narayanganj, as the Narayanganj Chamber of 
Commerce in 1904, it was an organization consisting of British business people, focused 
almost entirely on the trading of one commodity, jute. Its second phase, as the 
Dhaka-Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce, lasted only from 1950 to 1952 and not much 
could be claimed for its workings at that time, for two years is never enough to leave a mark 
in any sphere. The third phase of MCCI’s evolution, when it became the Dacca-Narayanganj 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, although once again brief (1952-59), marked a 
decisive alteration in the Chamber’s orientation as well as membership, as local business 
people now began to take an active part in it and as the business interests of its members 
began to diversify signi�icantly. The fourth phase was in every way momentous, for 
between 1959 and 1979, East Pakistan had become Bangladesh, and the political process 
that led to the liberation of the country in 1971 led to intrinsic changes in the membership 
of the Chamber as well as the trade and business activities of its members. And from 1979 
onwards, the Chamber has gone from strength to strength; it is now accustomed to play the 
role of the premier organization of its type of a country whose economy has been 
expanding signi�icantly and whose business interests now have truly global dimensions.

This book has attempted to present the rich history of MCCI and trace its development 
from a �ledgling body to a sizable organization that has now become a considerable 
presence in the region. But, the Chamber is determined to build on the reputation it has 
acquired and forge ahead in the new millennium when the demands of globalization and 

the advent of new forms of businesses and technological innovations are transforming the 
business environment everywhere rapidly. There are also new problems that MCCI and its 
members are trying to solve together or in league with other agencies and organizations, 
such as environmental degradation. In the new millennium, MCCI is also trying to 
disseminate the philosophy of corporate social responsibility in a much more systematic 
and comprehensive manner than ever before. Certainly, this book has tried to re�lect such 
preoccupations of the Chamber in its current phase.

MCCI can, however, con�idently look forward to a future in which it will continue to 
play a leading role in contributing to business affairs of the country and in pioneering paths 
to prosperity and development in alliance with governmental and non-governmental 
agencies working for a Bangladesh dedicated to realizing the United Nations’ millennial 
goals. The Chamber is determined to utilize its resources for proactively promoting trade 
and industry in the region. It is also bent on continuing to be an effective channel of 
communication between the country’s business community and the government.

This book, published on the anniversary of the 110 years of MCCI’s existence, is thus 
an occasion for looking back and re�lecting on the circumstances of the birth and growth of 
the chamber. It will, hopefully, allow its readers to consider the achievements of the 
Chamber to date and will introduce them to the rich tradition to which its members are 
heirs. Hopefully, too, it will inspire members to think of future roads to be taken and heights 
to be scaled so that MCCI can continue to play a lead role in contributing to business in 
Bangladesh and in promoting regional and international business alliances in the coming 
decades of the new millennium.

This book is by no means an exhaustive record of the Chamber’s evolution and 
activities over the decades. A fuller work could surely have been contemplated based on a 
more through reading of existing historical documents and reports of the Chamber, more 
access to other archival material stored in libraries in Britain and India, and more extensive 
interviews taken with Chamber personalities still living. But perhaps the preceding pages 
have allowed readers more than a glimpse of the varied and essential features of the 
Chamber’s evolution and have given them a better understanding and appreciation of the 
Chamber’s progress than can be found in any other source at present. No doubt a more 
substantial history of the Chamber is still to be written; all we can hope is that this work 
will be seen as a notable attempt at recording the main phases and features of MCCI’s 
history and a work worthy of an organization observing its 110th anniversary.

Selected Events/Activities (1904-2014)

1904
• The establishment of the Chamber, consisting of sixteen members, including the 

President, Vice-President and Honorary Secretary.

1913
• The Honorary Secretary of NCC submits opinion on ‘A Bill to Amend the Indian 

Companies Act, 1913’, to the Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
General Department, on August 26, 1913.

1917
• Mr AL Godden (Honorary Secretary of NCC) gives an opinion on ‘Proposal to 

Suppress the Adulteration of Indian Produce before Export’ to the Under 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Commerce Department, on October 17, 
1917.

1921
• The Chamber unanimously favors the imperial preference on the ‘Tariff Policy of 

the Government of India Trade after the War, Free Trade System, Protection, 
Imperial Preference, etc.’ through a letter to the Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, Commerce Department, November 19, 1921.

1924
• NCC participates in the formation of ‘The Indian Trade Unions Bill 1924’, 

forwarding its opinion to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Commerce 
Department, November 12, 1924.

• Mr RN Story (Honorary Secretary of NCC) comments on ‘Periods of Wage 
Payment Bill’ to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Commerce 
Department, on November 25, 1924.

1930
• The Chamber participates in the preparation of the ‘The Draft Indian Partnership 

Bill’, forwarding the committee meeting decisions to the Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, Commerce Department. It is represented by Mr JH 
Kirkland (Honorary Secretary of NCC), March 1, 1930.

1940

• The Chamber contributes to the passing of ‘The Bengal Shops and Establishments 
Bill, 1939’. Mr H Williams, the Honorary Secretary of NCC, communicates the 
Chamber’s views to the Joint Secretary, Government of Bengal, Commerce and 
Labour Department, on January 6, 1940.

1949 

• Memorandum and Articles of Association adopted by special resolution passed at 
an Extraordinary General Meeting held on 11 April, 1949.

• Mr Graham, President of the Associated Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan, 
visits NCC and meets committee members. 

1950

• NCC sends some suggestions to Associated Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan 
for adoption.

• NCC takes an initiative to open a Dacca City Of�ice in a committee meeting held on 
4 April.

• ‘Dacca’ was included in the altered name of the Chamber at an Extraordinary 
General Meeting held on 12 May. 

1952

• ‘Industry’ is included in the name of the Chamber on 15 July at an Extraordinary 
General Meeting and the committee approves ‘Dacca-Narayanganj Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry’ as the new name; believing that the industrialization of 
East Pakistan will make it of increasing importance.

1953

• Begum Viquarun Nisa Noon, wife of His Excellency, the Governor of East Bengal, 
addresses the Chamber on 3 February. The Chamber President is nominated to 
serve on the Governing Body of the Viquarun Nisa Noon School. The Chamber 
donates Rs 61,750 to the school.

• The Chamber takes an initiative on 10 March regarding the improvement of 
telegraphic communication between East Pakistan and United States and 
approves the scheme of a radio link through Manila.

• The Chamber, in its committee meeting held on 22 June, decides to publish a 
monthly bulletin from July 1953. The Chamber also considers bringing out a 
commercial periodical in the future.

• The Chamber is invited by the Chancellor of the University of Dhaka to nominate 
a member to the Court of the University.

1954

• The Honorable Prime Minister is present at the Annual General Meeting on 8 
January and gives an address. 

• His Excellency Sir Gilbert Laithwaite, High Commissioner for the United Kingdom 
in Pakistan, visits the Chamber and has a meeting with committee members 
(14-15 January).

• The Chamber is requested, in March 1954, by the London Chamber of Commerce 
to act as an examining authority in the eastern part of Bengal. The proposal is 
accepted by the Chamber and a supervisory committee is appointed for this 
purpose. 

1955

• United States Trade Mission visits DNCCI on 21 August.

• The Chamber donates Rs 10,750 to the Trade Union Workers Training Scheme, 
introduced by the Government of East Bengal on 11 October.

• The 6th All Pakistan Economic Conference is held in Chittagong from 26-30 
December. The Chamber participates and contributes actively to proceedings.

 1956

• Sir Alexander Symon, High Commissioner for United Kingdom, visits the 
Chamber and meets Committee members on 16 January. 

• Reception to the Governor General of Pakistan, Major General Iskander Mirza and 
Begum Mirza on 24 January.

• AK Fazlul Haque, Governor of East Pakistan, attends the AGM of DNCCI on 6 April 
as the Chief Guest and delivers a speech.

• Mr Mohammad Ali, Prime Minister of Pakistan, delivers a speech to members of 
DNCCI on 30 April.

• Sir Alexander Symon, High Commissioner for United Kingdom, visits the 
Chamber on 16 January and meets committee members. 

1957

• Mr Haas, French Trade Counsellor in Pakistan (27 March), and Mr M Kadir, 
Governor of the State Bank of Pakistan (7 January), visit the Chamber and  
interact with members.

• Dr Hernan Romero, ILO Expert on Social Security, visits DNCCI on 20 December.

 1958

• Mr RF Kinsey and Mr DN Twyford of the Export Credit Guarantee Corporation, UK 
visit DNCCI on 23 January.

• The Chamber committee has a discussion meeting Mr Eugene Braderman, 
Director of International Trade, US Department of Commerce, USA on 30 January.

• AK Fazlul Haque, Governor of East Pakistan, attends the 53rd AGM of DNCCI on 4 
March as Chief Guest and delivers a speech.

• Members of the World Bank’s Economic Mission, headed by Mr G Neil Perry, visit 
the Chamber on 3 June.

• The 54th AGM is held on 9 December in the Chamber Of�ice. Mr Zakir Husain, 
Governor of East Pakistan, is present as the Chief Guest.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held, on re-organization of the Chamber, on 
20 December. 

• Mr Zul�iquar Ali Bhutto, Minister for Commerce of the Government of Pakistan, 
meets the Chamber committee on 26 December.

1959

• The government renames and reorganizes the Chamber as the ‘Narayanganj 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry’ by issuing a letter and license on 20 March 
which is approved unanimously in an Extraordinary General Meeting of the 
Chamber held on 11 August. 

1960

• Members of the US Trade Mission visit the Chamber on 11 February and meet the 
Chamber Committee. 

• The Chamber decides on 23 May to donate the Henderson Road land to the 
Naryanganj Education Society with the stipulation that the Society will change its 
name to the ‘Narayanganj Chamber Education Society’ and that the Chamber will 
have a certain number of representatives on the Board of Directors.

1961

• The Chamber participates in the Asian Trade Seminar held in Karachi for 6 days 
from 28 December 1961 to 2 January 1962.

• Under pressure from the Chamber, the Minister for Commerce, on 14 September, 
�inally announces 34 percent reduction in the export duty on tea.

1962

• NCCI and DCCI reach an agreement in regard to the jurisdiction of these two 
Chambers as follows: 1. Narayanganj Chamber: Bhairab, Tongi, Faridpur and 
Goalundo; 2. Dacca Chamber: Tangail and Tejgaon.

• Federation of Pakistan Chamber of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) asks NCCI on 
23 February to nominate a delegate to the 46th session of the ILO Conference.

• The Chamber Committee meets French team of bankers and industrialists on 15 
March.

• The Chamber protests the newly framed rules on ‘Trade Organization Ordinance 
1961’ and resolves accordingly at a committee meeting held on 7 June. 

• NCCI receives an invitation from the Chicago Chamber of Commerce on 12 April 
and representatives attend the Chicago International Trade Fair from 25 July to 
12 August.

1963 

• Abdul Monem Khan, Governor of East Pakistan, joins the AGM of the Chamber 
held on 31 January as the Chief Guest.

• NCCI participates in the convention of the All Pakistan Chamber of Commerce 
held on 24 September and the All Pakistan Exporter’s Convention held on 16 
November.

• The Chamber sanctions a donation on 10 October to the Economics Department 
of Dhaka University for organizing an exhibition on the Economic Development of 
Pakistan.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of NCCI 
is amended on 15 October.

1964

• An important meeting is held on 5 March between the Federation of British 
Industries Group led by Mr FJE Tearle and the NCCI Committee.

• An Italian Trade delegation visits the Chamber on 16 July and has a joint meeting 
with NCCI and the Pakistan Jute Association. 

1965

• The Chamber forwards concrete suggestions on taxation policy to the Ministry of 
Finance on 11 March.

• Cyclone-effected employees of the NCCI and member �irms are given one month’s 
gross salary for quick recovery.

• The President of Pakistan and the Governor of the East Pakistan call upon the 
business community on 18 August to help in the war effort. NCCI handles the 
situation tactically and says that this matter should be taken up by the zonal 
committee of the Federation of Pakistan Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(FPCCI).

• NCCI takes an initiative on 25 November to set up a proper Business 
Administration Institute in University of Dhaka after conducting a meeting with 
Dr Den Orescanin, Advisor of the Institute. 

1966

• Major General HWG Wijeyekoon, Ceylonese High Commissioner in Pakistan, 
visits the Chamber on 17 November.

1967

• Michael Montague and Ian F Trevor, Chairman and Executive Secretary of the 
British National Export Council’s Asia Committee visit NCCI on 16 October and 
meet the Chamber committee.

• NCCI purchases Al-Bawany Chamber Building (122/124, Motijheel, Dhaka) on 1 
November and sets up the new of�ice of the Chamber. 

• NCCI sells its old building (87/88, Motijheel, Dhaka) to the Pakistan Red Cross 
Society for Rs 6 lakh 50 thousand on 2 November.

• Chinese Trade Delegation and German Economic Mission come to the Chamber 
of�ice and have meetings on 31 October and 17 November. 

• In order to raise money to purchase ‘Al-Bawany Chamber’ in Dacca, the Chamber 
building in Narayanganj is sold to the Pakistan Jute Association in November for 
Rs 6 lakhs.

1968

• The Chamber receives and holds meetings with the US Trade and Investment 
Mission (19 February), the Spanish Trade Delegation (20 March) and the Italian 
Trade Delegation (23 March).

1970

• Vice-Admiral SM Ahsan, Governor of East Pakistan, joins the second part of the 
65th AGM held on 6 May and delivers his speech at Hotel Inter-Continental.

• 8 delegates from NCCI join the Businessmen’s Convention in Dacca in July and 
project the Chamber’s point of view.

1971

• In a meeting, held on 12 March, the Chamber decides to break from its tradition 
of non-involvement in political movement of any kind. Deeming the current 
movement a people’s one, the Chamber Committee unanimously agrees to get 
involved with it under the leadership of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

• The Chamber decides in a committee meeting on 22 December to congratulate 
the Mukti Bahini and offer thanks for its services towards the freedom of the 
country. The meeting demands immediate release of the Father of the Nation, 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

• The Committee decides that the Chamber pledge its whole-hearted support to the 
government in its task of building a prosperous country free from exploitations. 

• NCCI condemns the inhuman massacre of intellectuals and demands an enquiry 
into the matter in a committee meeting held on 22 December. 

1972

• In a committee meeting held on 4 February the Chamber decides to arrange a tea 
party instead of their regular annual dinner party in keeping with the need for 
austerity.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of NCCI 
are amended on 18 March.

• Mr MR Siddiqi, Minister for Trade and Commerce, delivers a speech at the AGM 
held on 23 March.

1974

• The Chamber Committee decides at meetings on 10 January and 18 December 
that no function will be organized and that no Chief Guest will henceforth be 
invited to AGMs.

• NCCI meets the Minister for Industries to present its views on measures needed 
to be taken for the improvement of investment in the country.

1975

• The Chamber Committee submits proposals for Import and Export Policies for 
the July-December 1975 shipping period and for the 1975-76 �inancial years, 
respectively.

• The Committee discusses the question of af�iliation of the Chamber with the 
Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry and decides to 
join the Federation.

• NCCI successfully opposes a proposal on the formation of a Federation of 
Bangladesh Export Organisation by the Ministry of Commerce. 

1976

• The 71st AGM is held on 17 February and Dr MN Huda, member of the Advisory 
Council to the President of Bangladesh and Chief Martial Law Administrator, joins 
the annual dinner, which is followed by the AGM. 

• The Chamber President informs the committee on 30 June that the Ministry of 
Commerce, Government of Bangladesh, had asked the Chamber to arrange a 
meeting with the Trade Delegation from Pakistan.

• President of the NCCI is included in the Committee on New Design and 
Reconstruction of Shaheed Minar on 9 September.

• The Chamber is invited to be part of a delegation to Malaysia, Singapore, Hong 
Kong and Japan to invite foreign investors to Bangladesh.

• The NCCI President has a meeting with the Chief Martial Law Administrator held 
on 8 December.

1977

• The Chamber committee meets a Belgian Delegation of Industrialists on 17 
January.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of NCCI 
are amended on 24 March.

• The Chamber Committee has a meeting on 10 May with Mr Claude Vidalain, 
Charge De Mission, French External Trade Council.

• Japanese Trade Delegation visits NCCI.

• Two delegates from the NCCI join a Six-Week International Training Course on 
‘Export Development for Private Businessmen’ in Canberra (Australia) from 1 
November to 14 December.

1978

• Mr Jamal Uddin Ahmed, Member of the President’s Council of Advisors, in-charge 
of the Ministry of Industries, delivers a speech at the Chamber’s luncheon on 2 
March in reply to the address by the Chamber President, Mr Anis ud Dowla.

• Economic Mission of Italian Traders and Industrialists and 10-Member Nepalese 
Trade Delegation visit NCCI and have meetings with the Chamber committee on 7 
February and 27 March respectively. A mission from Investment Promotion 
Services, Switzerland is received by the Chamber.

• The Chamber continues to conduct examinations of the London Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry held during the months of December (1977) and May 
(1978) respectively.

• At the request of the Planning Commission, Government of Bangladesh, a seminar 
on the Two-Year Plan is held at the Chamber Building on 20 June to re�lect the 
views of trade and industry to the draft plan. NCCI presents 3 papers on the issue 
at the meeting.

1979

• NCCI celebrates the Diamond Jubilee of the Chamber (1904-1979) and publishes 
an Annual Report (1978-79) with 11 messages from past presidents, dignitaries 
as well as 3 special articles. Supplements are published in four local dailies. 

• The Chamber Committee �inalizes its suggestions for the Import Policy for 
1979-80 which are forwarded for consideration to the Ministry of Commerce. 
Most of the suggestions are accepted by the government.

• Mr Saifur Rahman, Minister for Commerce of Government of Bangladesh, delivers 
a speech in reply to the address by the President of NCCI at the Diamond Jubilee 
Celebration on 20 June.

• The National Board of Revenue approves the Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent 
and Scholarship Fund on 3 July.

• Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Dacca (MCCI), emerges 
replacing NCCI the requirements of government regulations. This change is 
approved at an Extraordinary General Meeting held on 20 December. 

1980

• MCCI members attend the Third General Conference of the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) held in New Delhi from 21 
January to 8 February and a member presents a paper on ‘Industrialisation in the 
1980s and Beyond: Its Logic and Policies’. The Chamber hands over a copy of the 
paper to the Deputy Prime Minister in-charge of the Ministry of Industries, 
Government of Bangladesh.

• Mr Jamal Uddin Ahmad, Deputy Prime Minister in-charge of the Ministry of 
Industries, Government of Bangladesh, delivers a speech at the Annual Dinner on 
the occasion of the 75th AGM of the Chamber on 15 March.

• The Chamber committee has a series of meetings with Dr WJ Rijpma, Director, 
CBI, Rotterdam, The Netherlands on 4 February; the Review Mission of the 
International Trade Centre, Geneva and the Swedish International Development 
Agency on 23 October; and Mr EJ Westnedge, Director of British Executive Service 
Overseas (BESO) and others on 24 November. 

1981

• Representatives of the British and South Asian Trade Association, London and 
President of the Fuji Economic Planning Corporation of Japan and other 
representatives visit MCCI on 29 January and 14 April respectively.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and Articles of Association of MCCI are 
amended by a special resolution on 7 February.

• Justice A Sattar, Vice President of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, delivers a 
speech at the Annual Dinner on the occasion of the 76th AGM of the Chamber on 2 
April.

• Two important delegations come to the Chamber this year – one an 
eight-member delegation of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 

Industry and the other a delegation of the Association of Indian Engineering 
Industry. Both meetings prove mutually fruitful.

• Two-member and Five-member World Bank Teams have meetings with the 
Chamber Committee on 15 October and 23 October respectively.

• MCCI submits a paper on ‘Credit Policy’ to Bangladesh Bank.

1982

• The Chamber has meetings with Ministers for Industries, Finance and Planning 
and recommends denationalization of jute and textile, submitting a written paper 
on ‘Nationalisation of Industries in Bangladesh – A Review of the Experiment: A 
Case for Denationalisation’.

• MCCI congratulates the government for announcing a liberal industrial policy. 
The committee also examines the newly promulgated Ordinance – Drugs 
(Control) Ordinance, 1982 which prohibited manufacture and import of a large 
number of pharmaceutical products.

• Mr AJ Cliff, Chief of the Bangladesh Division of the World Bank and the World 
Bank Mission, visits MCCI on 7 October.

1983

• The Chamber Committee meets Dr HA Wuttke, the Executive Vice-President of 
International Finance Corporation, an af�iliate of the World Bank and his team, in 
the �irst week of January.

• MCCI meets with the Chief Martial Law Administrator Lt General HM Ershad on 4 
May, and the President and the immediate past President of the Chamber deliver 
their speeches highlighting import, export and other relevant policies for 
1983-84. The meeting is attended by Ministers, Heads of Diplomatic Missions, 
Secretaries of different Ministries, senior civil and military of�icials and members 
of trade and industry.

• The Chamber considers a proposal for formation of a Joint Chamber of Commerce 
between MCCI and the Chamber of Trade of Nepal and for sending a trade 
delegation to Nepal sometime in October or November.

• Bangladesh-Japan Joint Committee for Commercial and Economic Co-operation 
led by Mr Kiku Ikeda has a meeting with the Chamber Committee, followed by 
lunch, on 21 November.

• Memorandum of Association amended by Special Resolution is passed at an 
Extraordinary General Meeting held on 28 December. 

1984

• A number of important visitors and delegations visit MCCI during the year. 
Among them are: a Delegation from Engineering Export Promotion Council of 
India led by Mr JL Anand (11 April), a 13 Member delegation from the Federation 
of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry (23 July) and a World Bank/ 
ADB Team on 17 October.

• The Committee �inalizes the Chamber’s comments on two important documents 
for the Planning Commission – ‘Thoughts on the Third Five-Year Plan (1985-90)’ 
and ‘Thoughts about Perspective Plan (1980-2000)’.

• The Committee considers the invitation of the International Chamber of 
Commerce (ICC), Paris, for af�iliation with them, and decides to join the ICC. 

1985

• The Trade Organisations Rules, 1985, is �inally gazetted on the 25 April and most 
of the views of the Chamber, earlier submitted to the government, are 
accommodated. 

• A delegation from the Arab Chamber of Commerce and a high-powered team 
from International Monetary Fund visit the Chamber and have meetings with the 
Committee on 20 April and 11 July respectively.

• The Chamber Committee meets the World Bank Team of experts on Energy 
Conservation and Development Programme, where views are exchanged for 
further development of the energy sector.

• The President of the MCCI is made a member of the 29-Member Council of the 
National Council for Industrial Development constituted by the Government of 
Bangladesh. 

1986

• A large number of visitors, including Mr Anwar Hossain, Minister for Energy and 
Mineral Resources, visit the Chamber to meet member-�irms. Several missions 
from international agencies such as World Bank, Asian Development Bank and 
International Trade Centre visit the Chamber and hold discussions on a number 
of issues.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of MCCI 
are amended by a special resolution on 10 July.

• The Chamber continues to conduct examinations of the London Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry.

1987

• World Bank, Bangladesh Malaysia Joint Colloquium and Swedish Trade 
Delegation hold discussions on a number of issues with the Chamber Committee.

• MCCI publishes a book titled Industry in Bangladesh. 

• The Chamber sends a trade delegation to Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and 
Australia to explore possibilities of further expansion of trade with these 
countries.

• The Chamber has a post-budget meeting on 6 July where the Deputy Prime 
Minister, Deputy Minister for Finance, Chairman of National Board of Revenue, 
Governor of Bangladesh Bank and Commerce Secretary are present. A number of 
member-�irms raise different problems and issues relating to new import and 
export policies. 

1988

• Messrs Don Westmore and Peter Collins, Department of Commerce, Government 
of the USA visit Chamber on 27 March and address members.

• Ms Page Ramsey Hays from United States Export-Import Bank addresses 
members of the MCCI on 8 May.

• A number of trade missions and missions from international agencies, such as 
World Bank, Asian Development Bank, International Finance Corporation and 
Commonwealth Development Corporation, hold discussions with the Chamber 
on a number of issues relating to the development of trade and commerce.

• The Chamber prepares a paper in August on increased electricity tariff and its 
adverse effects on Jute, Textile and other industries. Suggestions for Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral Resources are put forward but no action is taken by the 
government

• MCCI expresses concern at loss of working hours during November and 
December. It issues press releases showing that, out of 51 working days, mills and 
factories had lost of 232 hours production and increased losses of Tk 345 Crore.

1989

• Dr Hyung S Choi, Ex-Minister for Science and Technology, Republic of Korea, and 
a delegation from the Confederation of Engineering Industry of India (CEI) meet 
members of the Chamber.

• The Chamber Committee has a series of meetings with the Prime Minister, 
Finance Minister, Minister for Planning, Commerce Minister, and the Secretary of 
the Ministry of Industries and other important of�icials.

• The Committee approves a paper incorporating the Chamber’s suggestions for 
the Fourth Five-Year Plan. The paper is handed over to the Minister for Planning.

• A Press release is issued and letters are sent to the President and the Vice 
President of the Government of Bangladesh by MCCI on the government’s 
decisions on Insurance Business. In these letters it is pointed out that restrictions 
on the sponsors of banking companies to sponsor insurance companies has been 
retained, apparently to stop monopolistic trends in the economy, but such 
restrictions would eliminate the scope of involving many enterprising 
businessmen in the insurance industry. MCCI advises government to withdraw 
these restrictions.

• The Chamber’s Trade Delegation visits some European countries. They hold 
successful business meetings with the Confederation of British Industry, 
Confederation of German Chamber of Commerce, German Employers’ Federation 
and Stockholm Chamber of Commerce. 

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and Articles of Association of MCCI are 
amended by a special resolution on 4 September.

1990

• The Chamber Committee submits its suggestions to the government for 
amendments to the Customs Act, 1969, and the Excise Act, 1944.

• MCCI produces a short video �ilm with the help of the Board of Investment to 
depict prospects of industrialization in the country.

• Mr Bernard Vieux, Inspector General of Finance, Government of France, visits 
MCCI on 31 October and delivers a speech.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of MCCI 
are amended by a special resolution on 31 December. 

1991

• The Chamber Committee welcomes the 12th Constitution Amendment Bill, 1991 
and issues a press release declaring that it is a landmark in the journey to 
parliamentary democracy.

• MCCI expresses deep concern in a press release on 6 March over some provisions 
of the Financial Sector Adjustment Credit (FSC) agreement which the 
Government had concluded with the World Bank.

• On behalf of the business community, the Chamber requests the Finance Minister 
to solicit public opinion on ‘Banking Companies Bill, 1991’ introduced in the 
Parliament in May. MCCI claims that the bill contains some provisions which are 
contrary to the existing Companies Act and Banking Companies Ordinance, 1962.

• MCCI, DCCI and CCCI issue a joint press release on 5 June expressing concern and 
disappointment at the recent publication of a list of defaulters by the Bangladesh 
Bank. The press release emphasizes that Bangladesh Bank’s list actually has 
worked to protect defaulters.

• The Chamber members attend a meeting to discuss recently introduced VAT 
system on 4 July and feel that the system will prove to be bene�icial for the 
country in the long run.

• Mr Richard D Harding, the visiting Director of South Asian Affairs, Department of 
Commerce, Government of the USA, in a meeting with MCCI members held on 16 
July pledges continued support of his government to help promote Bangladesh’s 
export in the USA. 

1992

• The Chamber issues a press release on 17 March expressing gratitude to parties 
who refused to extend support to SKOP’s strike programme, thereby establishing 
an example of keeping national interests above political expediency. 

• The Chamber, in collaboration with the Jatiyo Press Club, organizes a two-day 
seminar on 10-11 May entitled ‘Policy Options for Economic Breakthrough’ which 
is inaugurated by Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia MP and where the closing 
session is graced by the Opposition Leader of Parliament, Sheikh Hasina MP. 

• MCCI issues a press release on 19 June on Budget for 1992-93 and expresses its 
deep concern about importance of protecting local industries by mentioning 
appropriate measures to be taken to safeguard their interest.

• An 11-member delegation from the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
led by Mr Mumtaz Ahmad meets the members of the MCCI and a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between MCCI and BCCI is signed on 1 November 
envisaging expanded industrial co-operation between India and Bangladesh.

• A large number of visitors, including Mr M Saifur Rahman, Minister for Finance, 
visit the Chamber to meet member-�irms. Several missions from international 
agencies such as Royal College of Defence Studies, UK, visit the Chamber. 
Discussions are held with Chamber members on important issues of mutual 
concern.

1993

• MCCI and the World Bank jointly organize a seminar on ‘Expanding Private 
Investment’ where the key-note speaker is Dr Hernan Buchi, former Minister for 
Finance of Chile.

• The Chamber issues a press release on 12 May stating that SKOP’s strike has been 
overwhelmingly ignored and that workers of mills and factories in Dhaka, Khulna 
and Chittagong did not respond to the strike call.

• Mr S Venkitaramanan, former Governor of the Reserve Bank of India, visits MCCI 
and delivers the key-note speech on ‘Foreign Exchange De-Regulation’ in a 
meeting held on 27 September. 

• Minister for Finance, Minister for Industries, Minister for Energy and Mineral 
Resources and Minister for Communications, separately visit the Chamber and 
meet its members in the course of the year.

• Dr Akbar Ali Khan, Chairman of NBR, addresses members of the Chamber on 13 
September and 7 December.

1994 

• A High-powered VAT Task Force consisting of senior of�icials of the government 
of Nepal meets members of the Chamber in its Conference Hall on 4 January.

• MCCI urges the government not to declare any public holiday on 30 January on 
the occasion of the City Corporation Elections in the 4 cities. It issues a press 
release on 26 January and mentions that one day’s production loss in 
non-agricultural activities amounts to at least Tk 150 crore. 

• A Turkish Delegation headed by Mr Tav�ik Isil UNEL, Prime Minister’s Under 
Secretary of Treasury and Foreign Trade, along with Mr Kutlu Ozguvene, Turkish 

Ambassador to Bangladesh, calls on the President and the Secretary General of 
the Chamber on 4 April. 

• The Chamber Committee continues to review the meeting of the Indo-Bangladesh 
Joint Economic Committee which consists of representatives of the Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII) and the Chamber. Meetings are held every month, 
alternatively in Dhaka and New Delhi or Kolkata.

• The Chamber organizes a seminar with the World Bank on ‘South Asian 
Economies in the 21st Century’, on 4 May. Lord Meghnad Desai, Professor of 
Economics of London School of Economics, is the key-note speaker. A large 
number of businessmen, diplomats, academics, journalists, trade union 
representatives and members of parliament take active part in the discussions 
that ensue.

• MCCI-CII Joint Task Force Members attend a series of meetings during the year.

• Dr Manmohan Singh, Indian Finance Minister, addresses the members of the 
Chamber in a meeting organized by the MCCI-CII Joint Task Force on 12 July.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of MCCI 
are amended by a special resolution adopted on 1 November. 

1995

• MCCI receives a letter from the Ministry of Commerce authorizing only the Export 
Promotion Bureau to issue Certi�icates of Origin (COO) in respect of textile 
products to European Union (EC) countries, under Rule 4 of the government’s 
Textile Trade and Quota Administration Rules, 1991. The Chamber decides to 
take up the matter with the government, pointing out that under the Trade 
Organisation’s Rules, 1994, the Chamber of Commerce has full authority to issue 
COO.

• The President and the Vice President of the Chamber go to Rome to participate in 
a seminar on ‘Bangladesh Investment Climate and Trade Opportunities’ held from 
30 January to 1 February.

• Mr Binod Dubey, Director of World Bank, and a group of Thai businessmen visit 
the Chamber and meet members.

• The Chief of the World Bank Resident Mission, Dhaka, Mr Pierre Landell-Mill, 
along with his senior colleagues, meets the Chamber Committee on 27 March. 

• MCCI releases a book entitled “Shaping South Asia’s Future – Role of Regional 
Cooperation” on 19 April. Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr ASM Mosta�izur 
Rahman, is present on the occasion. 

• The Ministry of Commerce requests the Chamber to attend the 6th 
Bangladesh-Pakistan Joint Economic Commission to be held in Islamabad on 25 
July. The Committee sends a member to join the meeting. 

• MCCI welcomes the trade and investment delegation from the People’s Republic 
of China to the Chamber on 12 September.

• A British Infrastructure and Technology Mission, led by Mr Peter Lee, meets 
members of the Chamber on 25 November.

1996

• A large number of visitors, including Advisers of Caretaker government, Mr Syed 
Manzur Elahi, Dr Wahiduddin Mahmud, Mr Syed Ishtiaq Ahmed and Minister for 
Commerce and Industries, Mr Tofael Ahmed, the NBR Chairman, Dr Akbar Ali 
Khan, visit and meet members of the Chamber over the course of the year. Mr 
David N Merrill (US Ambassador) and Ms Renee Veyret (French Ambassador) also 
hold meetings with the Chamber Committee.

• 13-member delegations from the Indian Foreign Service Institute meet members 
of MCCI on 13 May. The delegation is headed by Mrs Sujatha Singh.

• The 15th Batch of the BCS (Taxation) Of�icers meet Chamber members on 20 April.

• The World Bank Resident Representative, Mr Pierre Landell-Mills, along with 
other senior colleagues, meets the Chamber Committee on 30 June.

• Mr Samson H Chowdhury, Chamber President, hands over a copy of the 
Chamber’s publication entitled ‘Economic Agenda of the New Government’ to Mr 
Tofael Ahmed MP, Minister for Commerce and Industries, on 28 July.

• The Chamber issues a press release on 29 July praising the budget of 1996-97 and 
mentioning several welcome features which would help improve the investment 
climate in the country.

• A Turkish Trade Delegation led by Mr Omer Besim Kufrevi, Vice-President, 
Executive Board, Istanbul Chamber of Commerce, meet the Chamber Committee 
on 27 July and Mr Kufrevi delivers a speech.

• A Thai Trade Mission headed by Mr Photipong Lamsam, along with Mr Sunthorn 
Vidhyameth, Ambassador of Thailand in Bangladesh, meets members of MCCI on 
8 October.

• A British Trade Mission, headed by Mr David Walker, the British High 
Commissioner, and Ms Miriam R McIntosh, British Deputy High Commissioner in 
Bangladesh, meets the members of MCCI on 26 October.

• The country’s trade and industry welcomes the historic agreement reached in 
Singapore by 128 member nations of the World Trade Organization (WTO) on 13 
December. Chamber representatives take an active part as part of the Bangladesh 
delegation. 

• MCCI welcomes the Ganges Water Sharing Treaty and issues a press release on 18 
December signed by the President Samson H Chowdhury to that effect. 

1997

• Mr Tofael Ahmed MP, Minister for Commerce and Industries, addresses a 
discussion meeting on ‘Outcome of the 1st Ministerial Conference of World Trade 
Organization’ organized by DCCI and MCCI on 5 January.

• Members of the British Overseas Trade Board Mission meet the members of MCCI 
on 26 January. 

• MCCI urges the government, on behalf of the country’s trade and industry, that 
the weekly holiday be changed from Friday to Sunday. In a press release issued on 
20 March, the Chamber states that importers and exporters have been losing 
business opportunities for 2 days of the week from September 1982 onwards, 
when the weekly holiday was suddenly changed from Sunday to Friday without 
any consultation with trade and industry.

• A delegation from MCCI-CII Joint Economic Council (JEC) meets the Indian Prime 
Minister Mr IK Gujral in New Delhi on 28 May. The Indian Prime Minister 
appreciates the proactive role of the MCCI-CII JEC and shows considerable 
interest in supporting the strengthening of ties between the two countries.

• A Dutch delegation, headed by Mr W De Vries, Director for Commercial Affairs, 
City of Groningen, meets members of the Chamber on 22 June.

• An MoU is signed between MCCI and the Confederation of Singapore Industries 
on 10 July after a seminar on ‘Investment Opportunities in Bangladesh’ held in 
Singapore.

• The Chamber initiates a series of seminars to develop awareness on quality 
improvement and competitiveness, at the advent of globalization. Dr Madhab 
Mehra, President of World Quality Council, is the Resource Speaker at the �irst 
seminar held on 20 November.

• Members of the Federation of Nepalese Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
meet members of MCCI on 26 December.

• Several meetings are held with Ministers for Finance and Commerce and 
Industries during the year and the Chamber discusses the Share Market Scam and 
submits proposals to the government in this regard.

1998

• The members of the Chamber Committee meet Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on 
7 January and discuss issues relating to the Chittagong Port, Power Supply, 
Labour Sector Reforms etc.

• Dr William P Fuller, President of the Asia Foundation and Dr Karen L Casper, 
Representative of the Asia Foundation, Dhaka, meet members of the Chamber and 
speak to its members on 14 January. 

• MCCI has a meeting with the ‘South Asian Group of Eminent Persons’ on 9 
February. They exchange views with members and acknowledge the Chamber’s 
capacity to contribute in the formulation of policy guidelines for the development 
of the region.

• MCCI receives Mr Anthony Png Choo Ling, leader of the Singapore Trade and 
Investment Mission and his 12-member team at the Chamber of�ice on 23 March 
and discusses trade and investment issues.

• The Minister for Finance, Mr SAMS Kibria MP, addresses members of MCCI at a 
pre-budget discussion meeting held on 1 April.

• The Minister for Commerce and Industries, Mr Tofael Ahmed MP, addresses the 
members of MCCI at a pre-budget discussion meeting held on 27 April.

• The Chamber and Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies jointly organizes a 
Workshop on ‘Dissemination of Awareness on Environmental Conservation Act 
1995 and Rules 1997’, on 14 May. The workshop identi�ies several problem areas 
for industries arising from the legal requirements of obtaining environmental 
clearance. 

• A large number of visitors and a number of missions visit MCCI during the year. 
Among the visitors are: Ms Renee Veyret (French Ambassador), Ms Cristina 
Funes-Noppen (Belgian Ambassador), Mr Andre Lorent (Belgian Trade 
Commissioner), Dr William P Fuller (President, The Asian Foundation) and Dr 
Chakradhari Agrawal (Secretary General, World Association of Small and Medium 
Enterprises).

• Missions are received from the World Bank, IMF, Confederation of Indian Steel 
Industry and TDB SCI Singapore Infrastructure Mission. A French Trade Delegation 
and a delegation from the Indian Foreign Service also visit the Chamber.

 1999

• The Commerce Secretary, MCCI President, ICC-Bangladesh President and DCCI 
President meet delegates of the governments of SAARC countries at a meeting 
hosted by the MCCI on 31 January to discuss main features of the 3rd Tariff 
Agreement under SAPTA. 

• Dr Joseph Stiglitz, Chief Economist and Senior Vice President of the World Bank, 
visits the Chamber and meets committee members on 15 March to discuss 
economic issues.

• MCCI, FICCI, BEAF, BGMEA, Bangladesh Knitwear Manufactures and Exporters 
Association, Bangladesh Jute Spinners Association and Bangladesh Frozen Foods 
Exporters Association jointly present a press release urging reconsideration of 
hartal programme declared by political parties. The press release is issued on 12 
April.

• The Chamber extends host facilities to a Taiwan Turnkey, Engineering & 
Electronic Trade Mission from 8-9 April.

• Missions of the European Unions meet with members of the Chamber Committee 
on 11 April to discuss economic issues.

• Dr M Farashuddin, Governor of Bangladesh Bank, visits the Chamber on 17 May 
to discuss issues relating to the �inancial sector.

• A delegation from the Chamber visits Singapore to attend a seminar on ‘Business 
Opportunities in Bangladesh’ organized by the Chamber, jointly with the 
Bangladesh High Commission in Singapore, Singapore Confederation of 
Industries and Singapore Trade Development held on 14 July.

• A Business Delegation from FKCCI visits MCCI of�ice and signs Business 
Cooperation Agreement on 27 July. 

• A 15-member Trade and Investment Delegation from Singapore Confederation of 
Industry (SCI) and Singapore Trade Development Board (STDB), led by Mr 
Ridzwan Dza�ir, meets members of MCCI on 12 October. 

• The Chamber Committee meets the Minister of Commerce and Industries on 31 
December to discuss key issues.

2000

• MCCI organizes a day-long workshop on ‘Energy Management’ at the Chamber’s 
Conference Hall on 24 January.

• Dr David Carter, the British High Commissioner in Bangladesh, visits the Chamber 
on 14 February.

• The Joint Economic Council of the Confederation of Indian Industry - 
Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce & Industry (CII-MCCI JEC) holds its second 
meeting on 23 February and discusses various aspects of Indo-Bangladesh 
co-operation on trade and industry. 

• The members of the Chamber meet the Finance Minister, Mr Shah AMS Kibria, for 
a pre-budget discussion meeting held in the Chamber of�ice on 28 March. 

• Several training courses such as ‘Marketing Strategies and Sales Promotion’, and 
‘Production Planning and Quality Control’ are organized by the Chamber under 
the ‘Management Development Programme’ during the months of January- 
March, August, September and October.

• The Chamber organizes a two-day visit of a forty-member trade delegation from 
Sri Lanka-Bangladesh Business Council (SLBBC), Colombo, which explores 
business and investments prospects in Bangladesh, during March 29-30. The 
delegation has a bilateral business meeting with Chamber members where the 
Commerce Minister is present as the Chief Guest.

• The Chamber President, Mr Latifur Rahman, presents a paper on ‘Public and 
Private Sectors of the Bangladesh Economy’ at the Administrative Staff College in 
Mirpur, Dhaka on 29 March.

• Mr Jan Axel Voss, Deputy Head of Mission of German Embassy in Bangladesh, 
meets the President and Secretary-General of the Chamber on 6 July and 
discusses issues of bilateral interest. 

• The Chamber, jointly with Save the Children, UK, sponsors the launching 
ceremony of a publication “Big Business, Small Hands: Responsible Approaches 
to Child Labor” on 21 November. HRH Princess Anne of the United Kingdom 
graces the occasion.

2001

• Several training courses are organized by the Chamber under the rubric of 
‘Management Development Programme’ during the months of August, September 
and December.

• The Chamber organizes a half-day discussion meet on World Trade Organization 
(WTO) and issues arising from its programmes for phasing out of tariff and 
non-tariff barriers by January 1. Mr Muchkund Dubey, former Permanent 

Representative of India to the WTO, is the Guest Speaker. Mr MA Jalil, Minister for 
Commerce, inaugurates the Meeting. 

• A Chamber delegation headed by its President meets Chief Adviser of the 
Caretaker Government on 26 August. MCCI submits several proposals, relating to 
the development of the economy of Bangladesh, at the meeting.

• A two-day workshop on ‘Strategies for Competitive Success’ is organized by MCCI 
in collaboration with the Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta, from 19 to 20 
November. Professor Ranjan Das of IIM, Calcutta, delivers his speech as the 
Resource Person. 

2002

• Under its management development programme, the Chamber organises third 
semester classes of the One Year International Business Programme (IBP) offered 
by the Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta (IIMC), in association with the 
Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Dhaka, from 5 to 15 January.

• The Chamber meets with Mr Nicholas Stern, Chief Economist and Senior 
Vice-President of the World Bank, Washington DC, at the Chamber’s of�ice on 8 
January.

• Mr Abdul Razak Dawood, Minister of Commerce, Industries and Production of 
Pakistan, visits the Chamber and delivers a speech to members of MCCI on 29 January.

• The Chamber, under its energy management programme, organises a two-day 
workshop on ‘Energy Management in Industrial Practice’ on 17-18 February.

• The Chamber has a meeting with the Bangladesh Export Processing Zones 
Authority (BEPZA) at the Chamber Of�ice on 7 March and discusses issues of 
mutual interest, including possibilities of more investments in the EPZs of the 
country.

• The Chamber jointly with the Asian Centre for Democratic Governance and the 
Bangladesh Enterprise Institute organises a conference on ‘Strengthening 
Democratic Governance’, on 17-18 March.

• A Chamber Delegation meets the Prime Minister of Bangladesh, Begum Khaleda 
Zia, at the Prime Minister's of�ice on 30 March.

• The Chamber hosts a luncheon meeting in honour of Mr David Kilgour, MP, 
Secretary of State for Asia Paci�ic, Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade, Government of Canada, on 1 April.

• Under its ongoing Management Development Programme, the Chamber  
organizes a 5 day training course on ‘Strategic Planning in Marketing of Products 
and Services’, from 24 to 30 April.

• MCCI meets members of the Economic Reporters Forum on 15 May to share the 
Chamber’s views on the upcoming budget and other aspects of the economy of 
Bangladesh.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Developing Team Leadership Skills for Organisational 
Growth’ from 3 to 7 August.

• The Chamber under its Energy Management programme organises a two-day 
workshop on ‘How to Economise Energy Cost’, on 17-18 August.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Marketability through Effective Distribution 
Network’, from 24 to 28 August. 

• The Chamber hosts a luncheon meeting on 27 August in honour of HE Rt Hon 
Donald C Mckinnon, Commonwealth Secretary General, at the MCCI of�ice.

• The Chamber holds a discussion meeting at the MCCI of�ice on 4 September with 
the visiting President of the Japanese Commerce and Industry Association and 
JETRO Representative.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and Articles of Association of MCCI are 
amended by a special resolution on 12 September.

• The Chamber discusses bilateral trade issues with a visiting business delegation 
from the Federal Republic of Nigeria, on 19 September.

• The Chamber organises a round table discussion on 1 October on (1) merits of the 
tariff concessions recently given by the Government of India and (2) national 
preparedness to meet contractual obligations under the General Agreement on 
Trade in Services (GATS) of the WTO. Minister for Commerce attends the 
discussion as Chief Guest.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Business Communication Skills’ from 5 to 9 October.

• The Chamber organizes a round-table discussion on 29 October on trade and 
industry’s expectations from ‘Economic Diplomacy’. The Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Mr M Morshed Khan MP, attends the round-table discussions as Chief 
Guest.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Financial Management for Non-Financial Managers’ 
from 26 to 30 October.

2003

• The Chamber Committee holds a meeting on 2 January with Mr Mohammad A 
Vayid, CMG, Chairman & Managing Director, Strategic Management Consultants 
Ltd of Mauritius, to discuss possibilities of expanding business and economic 
co-operation between Mauritius and Bangladesh. 

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Improving Employee Performance: Professional Way 
of Coaching and Counselling’ from 18 to 23 February.

• A Thai Trade Delegation headed by Mr Prachuab Chaiyasan meets members of 
MCCI, DCCI and ICC-Bangladesh at the MCCI Conference Hall on 31 March.

• A Chamber Delegation meets the Prime Minister, Government of Bangladesh, at 
the Prime Minister’s of�ice on 1 April.

• Dr M Yunus, Managing Director of Grameen Bank, visits the Chamber in April and 
has discussions on the Bank’s programme for alleviation of rural poverty and for 
education and health-care activities in rural areas.

• A Chamber Delegation meets the President of Sri Lanka, Mrs Chandrika 
Kumaratunga, during her visit to Dhaka in April.

• Under its Management Development Programme, the Chamber organises a 
four-day training course on ‘Developing Effective Marketing Strategies’ from 27 
to 30 April.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organises a 
four-day training course on ‘Team Building for Organisational Growth’ from 
18-21 May.

• MCCI issues a press release on 13 June, expressing its reaction to the budget for 
2003-04 and points out that ‘the provision of conversion of black money into 
white money by investing in capital market is a retrograde step and this may 
discourage those who have been paying taxes regularly and honestly’.

• The Indian Minister for External Affairs, Mr Yashwant Sinha, has a meeting with 
MCCI on 15 July. Foreign Minister and Commerce Minister of Bangladesh and the 
Chamber President are also present on the occasion.

• A Mission of the Asian Development Bank meets members of MCCI on 20 July.

• Dr Joseph E Stiglitz, Nobel Laureate and Professor of Finance and Economics, 
Columbia Business School, USA, addresses the members of MCCI, Dhaka, at the 
Chamber of�ice on 13 August.

• Ambassador of USA in Bangladesh, Mr Harry K Thomas, visits MCCI on 24 
September and delivers a speech. 

• Lord Swaraj Paul, a member of the British House of Lords, meets the members of 
the Chamber on 8 October. The British High Commissioner and the Deputy High 
Commissioner are also present at the meeting.

• The Chamber holds a meeting at the MCCI of�ice on 20 October with Mr Guy 
Gagnon, Director, Asia Bureau, Industrial Cooperation Programme, Canadian 
Partnership Branch and Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA).

2004

• The Chamber Committee, along with some of its past presidents, meets Prime 
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia, MP, on 12 January.

• High Commissioner of India to Bangladesh, Ms Veena Sikri, visits MCCI on 15 
January and 7 October.

• In March, the Chamber signs Memorandums of Understanding (MoU) with 
Australian Business Limited and State Chamber of Commerce (New South Wales).

• Dr Muhammad Yunus, the Managing Director of Grameen Bank, addresses 
members of MCCI on 17 April at the Chamber Conference Hall.

• The Chamber meets Mr Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, Minister for Local Government, 
Rural Development and Co-operatives, in May and discusses the law and order 
situation, overall governance, policy support to industry, free trade with India, 
port facilities and other important issues. 

• The Chamber, jointly with Singapore Manufacturer’s Federation, Singapore 
Enterprises Ltd., Bangladesh High Commission in Singapore and the Hongkong 
and Shanghai Banking Corporation Limited, organizes an Investors’ Conference in 
Singapore on 20 May. A large number of Singaporean entrepreneurs attend the 
conference.

• The Chamber holds a discussion and dinner meeting at a city hotel on 24 June 
with the Singapore Prime Minister, HE Mr Goh Chok Tong.

• The Chamber holds a discussion meeting on 27 June with Mr AKM Mosharraf 
Hossain, MP, Minister for Energy and Mineral Resources, Government of 
Bangladesh, at the MCCI of�ice. 

• The Chamber meeting decides to celebrate its centenary in a be�itting manner. A 
committee under a former president is set up to chalk out a detailed program.

• The Chamber holds a meeting on 11 October with the visiting Organisation 
Development Adviser of the Confederation of Danish industries at the MCCI 
of�ice.

• The Chamber organizes a seminar on 9 December on the occasion of the release 
of the World Bank’s �lagship publication, Global Economic Prospects-2005. Mr Uri 
Dadush, Director, Trade Department and Mr Richard Newfarmer, Lead Economist 
from the World Bank’s Washington Of�ice, Secretary, Ministry of Commerce, 
Government of Bangladesh, and Country Director, World Bank, Dhaka, among 
others, are present attend the seminar.

• The 100th AGM of MCCI is held on 30 December at the Chamber’s Conference Hall. 
39 members attend.

2005

• A Chamber delegation, headed by the President, visits Chittagong Port on 12 
January and meets the Chairman and other senior of�icials of the Chittagong Port 
Authority to discuss issues pertaining to enhancing the operational ef�iciency of 
Chittagong Port and privatization of some of the port services.

• The Chamber Committee meets the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr M Morshed 
Khan MP, at his of�ice on the 15 January and donates books worth Taka one lac for 
the library of the Bangladesh High Commission in New Delhi, India.

• A Chamber Delegation, led by its President, calls on the Governor, Bangladesh 
Bank, Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed, on 18 April.

• A delegation from the Chamber headed by its President, Mr Kutubuddin Ahmed, 
along with some former Presidents, calls on the Hon’ble Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia, MP, at her of�ice on 4 May. The delegation discusses key issues 
concerning the economic interest of the country, including increase in Bank 
interest rates; liquidity crises in the banking sector; continuation of Tax Holiday 
scheme which was supposed to be terminated on 30 June, 2005; and national 
minimum wages. The Prime Minister appreciates the Chamber’s concern on the 
above issues.

• An 11-member Chinese Government Economic and Trade Delegation headed by 
Mr Wang Chao, the �irst Vice-Governor of Dehong Dai and Jingpo Autonomous 
Prefecture, Yunnan Province, China, visits the Chamber on 8 June. The delegation 
discusses matters relating to trade between Bangladesh and China.

• The Chamber Committee meets the Finance Minister, Mr M Saifur Rahman, MP, at 
his of�ice on 27 June and discusses important issues.
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5.4 Other Services to the Nation (Selective)

•  Road Repairs (1952): Mr Baikie drew the attention of the Chamber Committee to 
the shocking condition of roads in Narayanganj and Dacca. The Chamber wrote to 
the Local-Self Government Department, Government of East Bengal, to take 
necessary actions for immediate repair of roads.449

•  Food Supplies (1955): There appeared to be a shortage of rice in Dacca and 
Narayanganj, causing a steep rise in prices. A large number of ‘fair price’ shops 
had been opened at Dacca, but it appeared that there was a shortage of supplies 
in Narayanganj. The Chamber urged the government to give priority to food 
supplies to industrial areas and to open more ‘fair price’ shops in Narayanganj.450

•  Chief Minister’s Flood Relief Fund (1955): Mr Ispahani advised members that he 
had recently been reminded by the Chief Secretary about the Chief Ministers’ 
Flood Relief Fund. ‘The Chief Secretary was somehow under the impression that 
the Chamber was not doing its best in contributing to the relief work’. The amount 
hitherto received by the Chamber amounted to nearly Rs 8,000. It circulated a 
reminder to member-�irms to come forward and do their best in the situation.451

•  Double Tract Road (1962): The Chamber took the initiative to help build a double 
tract road in Narayanganj as the only road in the city was getting more and more 
congested every day.452

•  Henderson Road (1970): The Chamber decided to assist in repair work of 
Henderson Road in Narayanganj.453

•  Donations to the East Pakistan Relief Fund (1970): The Committee noted that total 
donations to the Presidents’ East Pakistan Relief Fund amounted to Rs 27,700. It 
was agreed that as soon as this amount exceed Rs 30,000, a cheque would be 
handed over to the Governor.454

•  Donation to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1974): The President appealed to 
member-�irms for donations to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund to help provide 
succor to the �lood-stricken people. The minimum and maximum donations 

recommended to member-�irms were Tk 1000 and Tk 5000. The President 
informed them that in response to his appeal, a total donation of Tk 64,000 had 
been received by 5 August, 1974 which, along with a donation of Tk 6,000 from 
the Chamber, he handed over to the Prime Minister on the same day. The 
committee was informed that subsequently two cheques for Tk 5,000 each were 
received which were then forwarded to the Prime Minister.455

•  Donation to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1975): In accordance with its past 
practice the Chamber Committee considered an appeal for donation to the Prime 
Minister’s Relief Fund to help provide succor to �lood-stricken people. On the 
recommendation of the chamber, donations from member totalling Tk 69,000 
was received. With the Chamber’s own donation of Tk 6,000, a total sum of Tk 
75,000 was donated to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund.456

•  Flood in the Country: Donation to President’s Relief Fund (1980): The Chamber 
Committee discussed the situation arising from the �loods in the country in 
August, 1980 and in response donations were received and cheques for a total of 
Tk 2,10,000 were handed over to the Hon’ble Vice-President. The committee also 
decided that member-�irms, who had been approached for �lood relief by their 
workers actually affected by the �loods, should consider giving them one month’s 
salary recoverable in six monthly installments.457

•  Donation to the Presidents’ Relief and Welfare-Fund (1984): The committee 
considered an appeal for donation to the President’ Relief and Welfare-Fund in 
view of widespread damage to crops and properties caused by the devastating 
�lood in May-June, 1984, and decided that an appeal be made to all members of 
the Chamber to pay at least a sum of Tk 5,000 to the fund. In response to the 
appeal, a total of Tk 3,35,500 was received and handed over to the President’s 
Secretariat.458

•  Donation to the Presidents’ Relief & Welfare Fund (1988): In response to an appeal 
made by the President of the Chamber, donations were received from some 
member-�irms and a total of Tk 7,83,626 (inclusive of chamber’s donation of Tk 
2,50,000) was handed over to the President of the country.459

•  Donations to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1991): The Chamber decided to 
issue an appeal for generous donations to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund for the 
cyclone and tornado damage suffered by mills and factories in Chittagong and the 
colossal loss of lives and properties in the coastal areas experienced on 29 April 
in 1991. There was a good response to the appeal and cheques amounting to Tk 
21 lakhs were handed over to the Prime Minister.460

•  Donation of Winter Clothes to Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1998): To mitigate the 
sufferings of the poor who were badly affected by the cold winter that the country 
had experienced, the Chamber donated a sizable quantity of winter clothing to 
the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund.461

•  Contributions to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (1999): As decided by the 
Chamber Committee, the Chamber contributed relief goods worth Tk 5 lacs from 
its own fund and also raised another Tk 11 lacs as contributions from 
member-�irms and donated the amount to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund for 
distribution to �lood-affected people.462

•  Donation to the Liberation War Museum (2001): The Chamber contributed an 
amount of Tk 5 lac toward the creation of an ‘Endowment Fund’ for the Liberation 
War Museum.463

•  Donation to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund (2005): As decided by the Committee, 
an appeal was made to member-�irms for donations through the Chamber to the 
Prime Minister’s Relief Fund to provide relief to �lood-affected people. A sum of 
Tk 13 lac was received from 22 member-�irms Tk 5 lacs from the Chamber’s own 
funds who added and the total amount was handed over to the Prime Minister on 
2 August, 2004.464

•  Beauti�ication and Maintenance of Road Island (2005): The Chamber was asked by 
the Government to take up the work of beauti�ication and maintenance of the 
traf�ic island from Bijoy Sarani to Farm Gate Police Box as part of the 
beauti�ication programme of Dhaka City Corporation (DCC). The Chamber took 
up the work and six member-�irms, viz. Apex Tannery Ltd., Advanced Chemical 
Industries Ltd., Renata Limited, Square Pharmaceuticals Ltd., Transcom Limited 

and Reliance Insurance Ltd contributed Tk 3 lac each and Nestle Bangladesh Ltd 
contributed Tk 1 lac to meet the expenditure incurred in the project.465

•  Donations to the Chief Adviser’s Relief and Welfare Fund (2008): The Chamber 
appealed to its members for generous donations to the Chief Adviser’s Relief and 
Welfare Fund to provide urgent relief and succor to the �lood and ‘Sidr’-affected 
people in the northern and south-western regions of the country. The member’s 
contributions were handed over to the Chief Adviser to the Government of 
Bangladesh.466

5.5 Donations/ Contributions as CSR at a Glance (Selected)

Some examples of the Chamber’s contributions to Government-sponsored programs and 
charitable, cultural and sports organizations are as follows:

•  During the �irst phase of the Chamber (NCC, 1904-1950), Dacca Club (1911), 
Dacca Museum (1913) and Narayanganj Club were supported either by the 
Chamber itself, or by its members, who were active members of these clubs.

•  1943: The government opened a ‘Gruel Kitchen’ for feeding famine-stricken 
people. The Narayanganj Chamber came forward to help distressed people and 
approached member-�irms to do their best for the sufferers. As a result, mill 
owners opened ration-shops.

•  1950: The Chamber donated enthusiastically to the Government Refugee Fund. 
The Chamber also nominated MM Ispahani (1955), WR Longwill (1955), JM Diza 
(1956), M Naser-ud-din Khan (1957) to the Government Refugee Relief 
Committee.

•  1952: Donations were made to the Pakistan Hockey Team. Each member of the 
Chamber contributed Rs 100.

•  1953: A donation was made to the Lawn Tennis Association.

•  1953: The Chamber presented a large bore ri�le as prize at the Shooting 
Championship of the Quaid-e-Azam Ri�le Club.

•  1954: Rs 250 was contributed to the Sir Stafford Cripps Memorial Trust by each 
member-�irm of the Chamber upon the request of the Governor-General.

•  1954: Donation was made to the Bengal Combined Forces Flag Day.

•  1954: The Chamber participated in the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II.

•  1955: DNCCI contributed to the 6th Pakistan Economic Association Conference 
held in Chittagong.

•  1955: A donation was made to the Sir Stafford Cripps Memorial Trust.

•  1955: The Chamber and its members donated Rs 25,735 to the Chief Minister’s 
Flood Relief Fund.

•  1955: The Chamber contributed Rs 10,000 to the Union Training Scheme.

•  1956: The Chamber donated to the Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen’s Fund on the 
occasion of Combined Forces Flag Day.

•  1956: The DNCCI participated, hosted and shared the cost, along with the 
Chittagong Chamber and other Trade organizations of hosting a dinner party for 
the Prime Minister of Pakistan.

•  1956: The Chamber received an appeal to donate money to the National Relief 
Association of Pakistan and requested member-�irms to contribute to it.

•  1956: A donation was made to the Pakistan Conference for Social Work.

•  1957: The Chamber contributed to the celebration of Universal Children Day.

•  1957: The Chamber circulated a request to its members for donating money to Sir 
Salimullah Muslim Orphanage.

•  1957: AK Fazlul Haque, Governor of East Pakistan, made an appeal for donation 
to the Governor’s Relief Fund to help distressed people. The Chamber responded 
positively and came up with a huge contribution.

•  1958: The DNCCI made a donation to the EP Sports Federation.

•  1958: The Chamber took up a cleanup program named the Dacca Cleanup 
Campaign.

•  1958: Chief Minister Ataur Rahman Khan approached the Chamber for funds for 
the victims of famine and epidemics in some parts of East Pakistan. In response, 
the Chamber donated a sizeable amount to the Governor’s Wife’s Relief Fund.

•  1959: The Chamber made donations to the Horse and Cattle Show in Dhaka.

•  1961: NCCI donated money to the Businessmen Seminar held in Dacca.

•  1969: In accordance with past practice, the Chamber Committee considered various 
appeals and made donations to the Governor’s Cyclone Relief Fund; the Defence of 
Pakistan Day; and the 5th Pakistan Boy Scouts National Jamboree Fund.

•  1970: A severe cyclone devastated the country on 12 November. The Chamber 
Committee appealed to member-�irms to donate to the President’s East Pakistan 
Relief Fund. Apart from individual contributions the Chamber handed over Rs 
25,000 to the Military Secretary to the Governor.

•  1970: A donation was made to All Pakistan’s Science Conference.

•  1977: A donation was made to the Press Institute of Bangladesh.

•  1999: Contributions were made by the Chamber to the Prime Minister’s Relief 
Fund.

•  2004: The Chamber organizes donations to �lood-affected people.

•  2007: MCCI, Dhaka made donations to the Chief Adviser’s Relief and Welfare 
Fund.

•  2014: The Chamber, jointly with the Rangpur Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, distributed blankets among the poor and vulnerable people of Rangpur.

            CONCLUSION: INTO THE FUTURE

In its 110 years history, the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCI) has 
undergone numerous changes and overcome innumerable vicissitudes as it traversed the 
twentieth century. However, it has entered the new century and millennium as a vibrant 
organization, eager to build on the experience it has accumulated in its evolutionary phase, 
and poised not only to assist its members proactively in their business dealings but also to 
contribute positively to the trade and commerce of the nation in every possible way.

When MCCI began its journey in Narayanganj, as the Narayanganj Chamber of 
Commerce in 1904, it was an organization consisting of British business people, focused 
almost entirely on the trading of one commodity, jute. Its second phase, as the 
Dhaka-Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce, lasted only from 1950 to 1952 and not much 
could be claimed for its workings at that time, for two years is never enough to leave a mark 
in any sphere. The third phase of MCCI’s evolution, when it became the Dacca-Narayanganj 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, although once again brief (1952-59), marked a 
decisive alteration in the Chamber’s orientation as well as membership, as local business 
people now began to take an active part in it and as the business interests of its members 
began to diversify signi�icantly. The fourth phase was in every way momentous, for 
between 1959 and 1979, East Pakistan had become Bangladesh, and the political process 
that led to the liberation of the country in 1971 led to intrinsic changes in the membership 
of the Chamber as well as the trade and business activities of its members. And from 1979 
onwards, the Chamber has gone from strength to strength; it is now accustomed to play the 
role of the premier organization of its type of a country whose economy has been 
expanding signi�icantly and whose business interests now have truly global dimensions.

This book has attempted to present the rich history of MCCI and trace its development 
from a �ledgling body to a sizable organization that has now become a considerable 
presence in the region. But, the Chamber is determined to build on the reputation it has 
acquired and forge ahead in the new millennium when the demands of globalization and 

the advent of new forms of businesses and technological innovations are transforming the 
business environment everywhere rapidly. There are also new problems that MCCI and its 
members are trying to solve together or in league with other agencies and organizations, 
such as environmental degradation. In the new millennium, MCCI is also trying to 
disseminate the philosophy of corporate social responsibility in a much more systematic 
and comprehensive manner than ever before. Certainly, this book has tried to re�lect such 
preoccupations of the Chamber in its current phase.

MCCI can, however, con�idently look forward to a future in which it will continue to 
play a leading role in contributing to business affairs of the country and in pioneering paths 
to prosperity and development in alliance with governmental and non-governmental 
agencies working for a Bangladesh dedicated to realizing the United Nations’ millennial 
goals. The Chamber is determined to utilize its resources for proactively promoting trade 
and industry in the region. It is also bent on continuing to be an effective channel of 
communication between the country’s business community and the government.

This book, published on the anniversary of the 110 years of MCCI’s existence, is thus 
an occasion for looking back and re�lecting on the circumstances of the birth and growth of 
the chamber. It will, hopefully, allow its readers to consider the achievements of the 
Chamber to date and will introduce them to the rich tradition to which its members are 
heirs. Hopefully, too, it will inspire members to think of future roads to be taken and heights 
to be scaled so that MCCI can continue to play a lead role in contributing to business in 
Bangladesh and in promoting regional and international business alliances in the coming 
decades of the new millennium.

This book is by no means an exhaustive record of the Chamber’s evolution and 
activities over the decades. A fuller work could surely have been contemplated based on a 
more through reading of existing historical documents and reports of the Chamber, more 
access to other archival material stored in libraries in Britain and India, and more extensive 
interviews taken with Chamber personalities still living. But perhaps the preceding pages 
have allowed readers more than a glimpse of the varied and essential features of the 
Chamber’s evolution and have given them a better understanding and appreciation of the 
Chamber’s progress than can be found in any other source at present. No doubt a more 
substantial history of the Chamber is still to be written; all we can hope is that this work 
will be seen as a notable attempt at recording the main phases and features of MCCI’s 
history and a work worthy of an organization observing its 110th anniversary.

Selected Events/Activities (1904-2014)

1904
• The establishment of the Chamber, consisting of sixteen members, including the 

President, Vice-President and Honorary Secretary.

1913
• The Honorary Secretary of NCC submits opinion on ‘A Bill to Amend the Indian 

Companies Act, 1913’, to the Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
General Department, on August 26, 1913.

1917
• Mr AL Godden (Honorary Secretary of NCC) gives an opinion on ‘Proposal to 

Suppress the Adulteration of Indian Produce before Export’ to the Under 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Commerce Department, on October 17, 
1917.

1921
• The Chamber unanimously favors the imperial preference on the ‘Tariff Policy of 

the Government of India Trade after the War, Free Trade System, Protection, 
Imperial Preference, etc.’ through a letter to the Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, Commerce Department, November 19, 1921.

1924
• NCC participates in the formation of ‘The Indian Trade Unions Bill 1924’, 

forwarding its opinion to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Commerce 
Department, November 12, 1924.

• Mr RN Story (Honorary Secretary of NCC) comments on ‘Periods of Wage 
Payment Bill’ to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Commerce 
Department, on November 25, 1924.

1930
• The Chamber participates in the preparation of the ‘The Draft Indian Partnership 

Bill’, forwarding the committee meeting decisions to the Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, Commerce Department. It is represented by Mr JH 
Kirkland (Honorary Secretary of NCC), March 1, 1930.

1940

• The Chamber contributes to the passing of ‘The Bengal Shops and Establishments 
Bill, 1939’. Mr H Williams, the Honorary Secretary of NCC, communicates the 
Chamber’s views to the Joint Secretary, Government of Bengal, Commerce and 
Labour Department, on January 6, 1940.

1949 

• Memorandum and Articles of Association adopted by special resolution passed at 
an Extraordinary General Meeting held on 11 April, 1949.

• Mr Graham, President of the Associated Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan, 
visits NCC and meets committee members. 

1950

• NCC sends some suggestions to Associated Chambers of Commerce of Pakistan 
for adoption.

• NCC takes an initiative to open a Dacca City Of�ice in a committee meeting held on 
4 April.

• ‘Dacca’ was included in the altered name of the Chamber at an Extraordinary 
General Meeting held on 12 May. 

1952

• ‘Industry’ is included in the name of the Chamber on 15 July at an Extraordinary 
General Meeting and the committee approves ‘Dacca-Narayanganj Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry’ as the new name; believing that the industrialization of 
East Pakistan will make it of increasing importance.

1953

• Begum Viquarun Nisa Noon, wife of His Excellency, the Governor of East Bengal, 
addresses the Chamber on 3 February. The Chamber President is nominated to 
serve on the Governing Body of the Viquarun Nisa Noon School. The Chamber 
donates Rs 61,750 to the school.

• The Chamber takes an initiative on 10 March regarding the improvement of 
telegraphic communication between East Pakistan and United States and 
approves the scheme of a radio link through Manila.

• The Chamber, in its committee meeting held on 22 June, decides to publish a 
monthly bulletin from July 1953. The Chamber also considers bringing out a 
commercial periodical in the future.

• The Chamber is invited by the Chancellor of the University of Dhaka to nominate 
a member to the Court of the University.

1954

• The Honorable Prime Minister is present at the Annual General Meeting on 8 
January and gives an address. 

• His Excellency Sir Gilbert Laithwaite, High Commissioner for the United Kingdom 
in Pakistan, visits the Chamber and has a meeting with committee members 
(14-15 January).

• The Chamber is requested, in March 1954, by the London Chamber of Commerce 
to act as an examining authority in the eastern part of Bengal. The proposal is 
accepted by the Chamber and a supervisory committee is appointed for this 
purpose. 

1955

• United States Trade Mission visits DNCCI on 21 August.

• The Chamber donates Rs 10,750 to the Trade Union Workers Training Scheme, 
introduced by the Government of East Bengal on 11 October.

• The 6th All Pakistan Economic Conference is held in Chittagong from 26-30 
December. The Chamber participates and contributes actively to proceedings.

 1956

• Sir Alexander Symon, High Commissioner for United Kingdom, visits the 
Chamber and meets Committee members on 16 January. 

• Reception to the Governor General of Pakistan, Major General Iskander Mirza and 
Begum Mirza on 24 January.

• AK Fazlul Haque, Governor of East Pakistan, attends the AGM of DNCCI on 6 April 
as the Chief Guest and delivers a speech.

• Mr Mohammad Ali, Prime Minister of Pakistan, delivers a speech to members of 
DNCCI on 30 April.

• Sir Alexander Symon, High Commissioner for United Kingdom, visits the 
Chamber on 16 January and meets committee members. 

1957

• Mr Haas, French Trade Counsellor in Pakistan (27 March), and Mr M Kadir, 
Governor of the State Bank of Pakistan (7 January), visit the Chamber and  
interact with members.

• Dr Hernan Romero, ILO Expert on Social Security, visits DNCCI on 20 December.

 1958

• Mr RF Kinsey and Mr DN Twyford of the Export Credit Guarantee Corporation, UK 
visit DNCCI on 23 January.

• The Chamber committee has a discussion meeting Mr Eugene Braderman, 
Director of International Trade, US Department of Commerce, USA on 30 January.

• AK Fazlul Haque, Governor of East Pakistan, attends the 53rd AGM of DNCCI on 4 
March as Chief Guest and delivers a speech.

• Members of the World Bank’s Economic Mission, headed by Mr G Neil Perry, visit 
the Chamber on 3 June.

• The 54th AGM is held on 9 December in the Chamber Of�ice. Mr Zakir Husain, 
Governor of East Pakistan, is present as the Chief Guest.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held, on re-organization of the Chamber, on 
20 December. 

• Mr Zul�iquar Ali Bhutto, Minister for Commerce of the Government of Pakistan, 
meets the Chamber committee on 26 December.

1959

• The government renames and reorganizes the Chamber as the ‘Narayanganj 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry’ by issuing a letter and license on 20 March 
which is approved unanimously in an Extraordinary General Meeting of the 
Chamber held on 11 August. 

1960

• Members of the US Trade Mission visit the Chamber on 11 February and meet the 
Chamber Committee. 

• The Chamber decides on 23 May to donate the Henderson Road land to the 
Naryanganj Education Society with the stipulation that the Society will change its 
name to the ‘Narayanganj Chamber Education Society’ and that the Chamber will 
have a certain number of representatives on the Board of Directors.

1961

• The Chamber participates in the Asian Trade Seminar held in Karachi for 6 days 
from 28 December 1961 to 2 January 1962.

• Under pressure from the Chamber, the Minister for Commerce, on 14 September, 
�inally announces 34 percent reduction in the export duty on tea.

1962

• NCCI and DCCI reach an agreement in regard to the jurisdiction of these two 
Chambers as follows: 1. Narayanganj Chamber: Bhairab, Tongi, Faridpur and 
Goalundo; 2. Dacca Chamber: Tangail and Tejgaon.

• Federation of Pakistan Chamber of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) asks NCCI on 
23 February to nominate a delegate to the 46th session of the ILO Conference.

• The Chamber Committee meets French team of bankers and industrialists on 15 
March.

• The Chamber protests the newly framed rules on ‘Trade Organization Ordinance 
1961’ and resolves accordingly at a committee meeting held on 7 June. 

• NCCI receives an invitation from the Chicago Chamber of Commerce on 12 April 
and representatives attend the Chicago International Trade Fair from 25 July to 
12 August.

1963 

• Abdul Monem Khan, Governor of East Pakistan, joins the AGM of the Chamber 
held on 31 January as the Chief Guest.

• NCCI participates in the convention of the All Pakistan Chamber of Commerce 
held on 24 September and the All Pakistan Exporter’s Convention held on 16 
November.

• The Chamber sanctions a donation on 10 October to the Economics Department 
of Dhaka University for organizing an exhibition on the Economic Development of 
Pakistan.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of NCCI 
is amended on 15 October.

1964

• An important meeting is held on 5 March between the Federation of British 
Industries Group led by Mr FJE Tearle and the NCCI Committee.

• An Italian Trade delegation visits the Chamber on 16 July and has a joint meeting 
with NCCI and the Pakistan Jute Association. 

1965

• The Chamber forwards concrete suggestions on taxation policy to the Ministry of 
Finance on 11 March.

• Cyclone-effected employees of the NCCI and member �irms are given one month’s 
gross salary for quick recovery.

• The President of Pakistan and the Governor of the East Pakistan call upon the 
business community on 18 August to help in the war effort. NCCI handles the 
situation tactically and says that this matter should be taken up by the zonal 
committee of the Federation of Pakistan Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(FPCCI).

• NCCI takes an initiative on 25 November to set up a proper Business 
Administration Institute in University of Dhaka after conducting a meeting with 
Dr Den Orescanin, Advisor of the Institute. 

1966

• Major General HWG Wijeyekoon, Ceylonese High Commissioner in Pakistan, 
visits the Chamber on 17 November.

1967

• Michael Montague and Ian F Trevor, Chairman and Executive Secretary of the 
British National Export Council’s Asia Committee visit NCCI on 16 October and 
meet the Chamber committee.

• NCCI purchases Al-Bawany Chamber Building (122/124, Motijheel, Dhaka) on 1 
November and sets up the new of�ice of the Chamber. 

• NCCI sells its old building (87/88, Motijheel, Dhaka) to the Pakistan Red Cross 
Society for Rs 6 lakh 50 thousand on 2 November.

• Chinese Trade Delegation and German Economic Mission come to the Chamber 
of�ice and have meetings on 31 October and 17 November. 

• In order to raise money to purchase ‘Al-Bawany Chamber’ in Dacca, the Chamber 
building in Narayanganj is sold to the Pakistan Jute Association in November for 
Rs 6 lakhs.

1968

• The Chamber receives and holds meetings with the US Trade and Investment 
Mission (19 February), the Spanish Trade Delegation (20 March) and the Italian 
Trade Delegation (23 March).

1970

• Vice-Admiral SM Ahsan, Governor of East Pakistan, joins the second part of the 
65th AGM held on 6 May and delivers his speech at Hotel Inter-Continental.

• 8 delegates from NCCI join the Businessmen’s Convention in Dacca in July and 
project the Chamber’s point of view.

1971

• In a meeting, held on 12 March, the Chamber decides to break from its tradition 
of non-involvement in political movement of any kind. Deeming the current 
movement a people’s one, the Chamber Committee unanimously agrees to get 
involved with it under the leadership of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

• The Chamber decides in a committee meeting on 22 December to congratulate 
the Mukti Bahini and offer thanks for its services towards the freedom of the 
country. The meeting demands immediate release of the Father of the Nation, 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

• The Committee decides that the Chamber pledge its whole-hearted support to the 
government in its task of building a prosperous country free from exploitations. 

• NCCI condemns the inhuman massacre of intellectuals and demands an enquiry 
into the matter in a committee meeting held on 22 December. 

1972

• In a committee meeting held on 4 February the Chamber decides to arrange a tea 
party instead of their regular annual dinner party in keeping with the need for 
austerity.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of NCCI 
are amended on 18 March.

• Mr MR Siddiqi, Minister for Trade and Commerce, delivers a speech at the AGM 
held on 23 March.

1974

• The Chamber Committee decides at meetings on 10 January and 18 December 
that no function will be organized and that no Chief Guest will henceforth be 
invited to AGMs.

• NCCI meets the Minister for Industries to present its views on measures needed 
to be taken for the improvement of investment in the country.

1975

• The Chamber Committee submits proposals for Import and Export Policies for 
the July-December 1975 shipping period and for the 1975-76 �inancial years, 
respectively.

• The Committee discusses the question of af�iliation of the Chamber with the 
Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry and decides to 
join the Federation.

• NCCI successfully opposes a proposal on the formation of a Federation of 
Bangladesh Export Organisation by the Ministry of Commerce. 

1976

• The 71st AGM is held on 17 February and Dr MN Huda, member of the Advisory 
Council to the President of Bangladesh and Chief Martial Law Administrator, joins 
the annual dinner, which is followed by the AGM. 

• The Chamber President informs the committee on 30 June that the Ministry of 
Commerce, Government of Bangladesh, had asked the Chamber to arrange a 
meeting with the Trade Delegation from Pakistan.

• President of the NCCI is included in the Committee on New Design and 
Reconstruction of Shaheed Minar on 9 September.

• The Chamber is invited to be part of a delegation to Malaysia, Singapore, Hong 
Kong and Japan to invite foreign investors to Bangladesh.

• The NCCI President has a meeting with the Chief Martial Law Administrator held 
on 8 December.

1977

• The Chamber committee meets a Belgian Delegation of Industrialists on 17 
January.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of NCCI 
are amended on 24 March.

• The Chamber Committee has a meeting on 10 May with Mr Claude Vidalain, 
Charge De Mission, French External Trade Council.

• Japanese Trade Delegation visits NCCI.

• Two delegates from the NCCI join a Six-Week International Training Course on 
‘Export Development for Private Businessmen’ in Canberra (Australia) from 1 
November to 14 December.

1978

• Mr Jamal Uddin Ahmed, Member of the President’s Council of Advisors, in-charge 
of the Ministry of Industries, delivers a speech at the Chamber’s luncheon on 2 
March in reply to the address by the Chamber President, Mr Anis ud Dowla.

• Economic Mission of Italian Traders and Industrialists and 10-Member Nepalese 
Trade Delegation visit NCCI and have meetings with the Chamber committee on 7 
February and 27 March respectively. A mission from Investment Promotion 
Services, Switzerland is received by the Chamber.

• The Chamber continues to conduct examinations of the London Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry held during the months of December (1977) and May 
(1978) respectively.

• At the request of the Planning Commission, Government of Bangladesh, a seminar 
on the Two-Year Plan is held at the Chamber Building on 20 June to re�lect the 
views of trade and industry to the draft plan. NCCI presents 3 papers on the issue 
at the meeting.

1979

• NCCI celebrates the Diamond Jubilee of the Chamber (1904-1979) and publishes 
an Annual Report (1978-79) with 11 messages from past presidents, dignitaries 
as well as 3 special articles. Supplements are published in four local dailies. 

• The Chamber Committee �inalizes its suggestions for the Import Policy for 
1979-80 which are forwarded for consideration to the Ministry of Commerce. 
Most of the suggestions are accepted by the government.

• Mr Saifur Rahman, Minister for Commerce of Government of Bangladesh, delivers 
a speech in reply to the address by the President of NCCI at the Diamond Jubilee 
Celebration on 20 June.

• The National Board of Revenue approves the Narayanganj Chamber Benevolent 
and Scholarship Fund on 3 July.

• Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Dacca (MCCI), emerges 
replacing NCCI the requirements of government regulations. This change is 
approved at an Extraordinary General Meeting held on 20 December. 

1980

• MCCI members attend the Third General Conference of the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) held in New Delhi from 21 
January to 8 February and a member presents a paper on ‘Industrialisation in the 
1980s and Beyond: Its Logic and Policies’. The Chamber hands over a copy of the 
paper to the Deputy Prime Minister in-charge of the Ministry of Industries, 
Government of Bangladesh.

• Mr Jamal Uddin Ahmad, Deputy Prime Minister in-charge of the Ministry of 
Industries, Government of Bangladesh, delivers a speech at the Annual Dinner on 
the occasion of the 75th AGM of the Chamber on 15 March.

• The Chamber committee has a series of meetings with Dr WJ Rijpma, Director, 
CBI, Rotterdam, The Netherlands on 4 February; the Review Mission of the 
International Trade Centre, Geneva and the Swedish International Development 
Agency on 23 October; and Mr EJ Westnedge, Director of British Executive Service 
Overseas (BESO) and others on 24 November. 

1981

• Representatives of the British and South Asian Trade Association, London and 
President of the Fuji Economic Planning Corporation of Japan and other 
representatives visit MCCI on 29 January and 14 April respectively.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and Articles of Association of MCCI are 
amended by a special resolution on 7 February.

• Justice A Sattar, Vice President of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, delivers a 
speech at the Annual Dinner on the occasion of the 76th AGM of the Chamber on 2 
April.

• Two important delegations come to the Chamber this year – one an 
eight-member delegation of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 

Industry and the other a delegation of the Association of Indian Engineering 
Industry. Both meetings prove mutually fruitful.

• Two-member and Five-member World Bank Teams have meetings with the 
Chamber Committee on 15 October and 23 October respectively.

• MCCI submits a paper on ‘Credit Policy’ to Bangladesh Bank.

1982

• The Chamber has meetings with Ministers for Industries, Finance and Planning 
and recommends denationalization of jute and textile, submitting a written paper 
on ‘Nationalisation of Industries in Bangladesh – A Review of the Experiment: A 
Case for Denationalisation’.

• MCCI congratulates the government for announcing a liberal industrial policy. 
The committee also examines the newly promulgated Ordinance – Drugs 
(Control) Ordinance, 1982 which prohibited manufacture and import of a large 
number of pharmaceutical products.

• Mr AJ Cliff, Chief of the Bangladesh Division of the World Bank and the World 
Bank Mission, visits MCCI on 7 October.

1983

• The Chamber Committee meets Dr HA Wuttke, the Executive Vice-President of 
International Finance Corporation, an af�iliate of the World Bank and his team, in 
the �irst week of January.

• MCCI meets with the Chief Martial Law Administrator Lt General HM Ershad on 4 
May, and the President and the immediate past President of the Chamber deliver 
their speeches highlighting import, export and other relevant policies for 
1983-84. The meeting is attended by Ministers, Heads of Diplomatic Missions, 
Secretaries of different Ministries, senior civil and military of�icials and members 
of trade and industry.

• The Chamber considers a proposal for formation of a Joint Chamber of Commerce 
between MCCI and the Chamber of Trade of Nepal and for sending a trade 
delegation to Nepal sometime in October or November.

• Bangladesh-Japan Joint Committee for Commercial and Economic Co-operation 
led by Mr Kiku Ikeda has a meeting with the Chamber Committee, followed by 
lunch, on 21 November.

• Memorandum of Association amended by Special Resolution is passed at an 
Extraordinary General Meeting held on 28 December. 

1984

• A number of important visitors and delegations visit MCCI during the year. 
Among them are: a Delegation from Engineering Export Promotion Council of 
India led by Mr JL Anand (11 April), a 13 Member delegation from the Federation 
of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry (23 July) and a World Bank/ 
ADB Team on 17 October.

• The Committee �inalizes the Chamber’s comments on two important documents 
for the Planning Commission – ‘Thoughts on the Third Five-Year Plan (1985-90)’ 
and ‘Thoughts about Perspective Plan (1980-2000)’.

• The Committee considers the invitation of the International Chamber of 
Commerce (ICC), Paris, for af�iliation with them, and decides to join the ICC. 

1985

• The Trade Organisations Rules, 1985, is �inally gazetted on the 25 April and most 
of the views of the Chamber, earlier submitted to the government, are 
accommodated. 

• A delegation from the Arab Chamber of Commerce and a high-powered team 
from International Monetary Fund visit the Chamber and have meetings with the 
Committee on 20 April and 11 July respectively.

• The Chamber Committee meets the World Bank Team of experts on Energy 
Conservation and Development Programme, where views are exchanged for 
further development of the energy sector.

• The President of the MCCI is made a member of the 29-Member Council of the 
National Council for Industrial Development constituted by the Government of 
Bangladesh. 

1986

• A large number of visitors, including Mr Anwar Hossain, Minister for Energy and 
Mineral Resources, visit the Chamber to meet member-�irms. Several missions 
from international agencies such as World Bank, Asian Development Bank and 
International Trade Centre visit the Chamber and hold discussions on a number 
of issues.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of MCCI 
are amended by a special resolution on 10 July.

• The Chamber continues to conduct examinations of the London Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry.

1987

• World Bank, Bangladesh Malaysia Joint Colloquium and Swedish Trade 
Delegation hold discussions on a number of issues with the Chamber Committee.

• MCCI publishes a book titled Industry in Bangladesh. 

• The Chamber sends a trade delegation to Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and 
Australia to explore possibilities of further expansion of trade with these 
countries.

• The Chamber has a post-budget meeting on 6 July where the Deputy Prime 
Minister, Deputy Minister for Finance, Chairman of National Board of Revenue, 
Governor of Bangladesh Bank and Commerce Secretary are present. A number of 
member-�irms raise different problems and issues relating to new import and 
export policies. 

1988

• Messrs Don Westmore and Peter Collins, Department of Commerce, Government 
of the USA visit Chamber on 27 March and address members.

• Ms Page Ramsey Hays from United States Export-Import Bank addresses 
members of the MCCI on 8 May.

• A number of trade missions and missions from international agencies, such as 
World Bank, Asian Development Bank, International Finance Corporation and 
Commonwealth Development Corporation, hold discussions with the Chamber 
on a number of issues relating to the development of trade and commerce.

• The Chamber prepares a paper in August on increased electricity tariff and its 
adverse effects on Jute, Textile and other industries. Suggestions for Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral Resources are put forward but no action is taken by the 
government

• MCCI expresses concern at loss of working hours during November and 
December. It issues press releases showing that, out of 51 working days, mills and 
factories had lost of 232 hours production and increased losses of Tk 345 Crore.

1989

• Dr Hyung S Choi, Ex-Minister for Science and Technology, Republic of Korea, and 
a delegation from the Confederation of Engineering Industry of India (CEI) meet 
members of the Chamber.

• The Chamber Committee has a series of meetings with the Prime Minister, 
Finance Minister, Minister for Planning, Commerce Minister, and the Secretary of 
the Ministry of Industries and other important of�icials.

• The Committee approves a paper incorporating the Chamber’s suggestions for 
the Fourth Five-Year Plan. The paper is handed over to the Minister for Planning.

• A Press release is issued and letters are sent to the President and the Vice 
President of the Government of Bangladesh by MCCI on the government’s 
decisions on Insurance Business. In these letters it is pointed out that restrictions 
on the sponsors of banking companies to sponsor insurance companies has been 
retained, apparently to stop monopolistic trends in the economy, but such 
restrictions would eliminate the scope of involving many enterprising 
businessmen in the insurance industry. MCCI advises government to withdraw 
these restrictions.

• The Chamber’s Trade Delegation visits some European countries. They hold 
successful business meetings with the Confederation of British Industry, 
Confederation of German Chamber of Commerce, German Employers’ Federation 
and Stockholm Chamber of Commerce. 

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and Articles of Association of MCCI are 
amended by a special resolution on 4 September.

1990

• The Chamber Committee submits its suggestions to the government for 
amendments to the Customs Act, 1969, and the Excise Act, 1944.

• MCCI produces a short video �ilm with the help of the Board of Investment to 
depict prospects of industrialization in the country.

• Mr Bernard Vieux, Inspector General of Finance, Government of France, visits 
MCCI on 31 October and delivers a speech.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of MCCI 
are amended by a special resolution on 31 December. 

1991

• The Chamber Committee welcomes the 12th Constitution Amendment Bill, 1991 
and issues a press release declaring that it is a landmark in the journey to 
parliamentary democracy.

• MCCI expresses deep concern in a press release on 6 March over some provisions 
of the Financial Sector Adjustment Credit (FSC) agreement which the 
Government had concluded with the World Bank.

• On behalf of the business community, the Chamber requests the Finance Minister 
to solicit public opinion on ‘Banking Companies Bill, 1991’ introduced in the 
Parliament in May. MCCI claims that the bill contains some provisions which are 
contrary to the existing Companies Act and Banking Companies Ordinance, 1962.

• MCCI, DCCI and CCCI issue a joint press release on 5 June expressing concern and 
disappointment at the recent publication of a list of defaulters by the Bangladesh 
Bank. The press release emphasizes that Bangladesh Bank’s list actually has 
worked to protect defaulters.

• The Chamber members attend a meeting to discuss recently introduced VAT 
system on 4 July and feel that the system will prove to be bene�icial for the 
country in the long run.

• Mr Richard D Harding, the visiting Director of South Asian Affairs, Department of 
Commerce, Government of the USA, in a meeting with MCCI members held on 16 
July pledges continued support of his government to help promote Bangladesh’s 
export in the USA. 

1992

• The Chamber issues a press release on 17 March expressing gratitude to parties 
who refused to extend support to SKOP’s strike programme, thereby establishing 
an example of keeping national interests above political expediency. 

• The Chamber, in collaboration with the Jatiyo Press Club, organizes a two-day 
seminar on 10-11 May entitled ‘Policy Options for Economic Breakthrough’ which 
is inaugurated by Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia MP and where the closing 
session is graced by the Opposition Leader of Parliament, Sheikh Hasina MP. 

• MCCI issues a press release on 19 June on Budget for 1992-93 and expresses its 
deep concern about importance of protecting local industries by mentioning 
appropriate measures to be taken to safeguard their interest.

• An 11-member delegation from the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
led by Mr Mumtaz Ahmad meets the members of the MCCI and a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between MCCI and BCCI is signed on 1 November 
envisaging expanded industrial co-operation between India and Bangladesh.

• A large number of visitors, including Mr M Saifur Rahman, Minister for Finance, 
visit the Chamber to meet member-�irms. Several missions from international 
agencies such as Royal College of Defence Studies, UK, visit the Chamber. 
Discussions are held with Chamber members on important issues of mutual 
concern.

1993

• MCCI and the World Bank jointly organize a seminar on ‘Expanding Private 
Investment’ where the key-note speaker is Dr Hernan Buchi, former Minister for 
Finance of Chile.

• The Chamber issues a press release on 12 May stating that SKOP’s strike has been 
overwhelmingly ignored and that workers of mills and factories in Dhaka, Khulna 
and Chittagong did not respond to the strike call.

• Mr S Venkitaramanan, former Governor of the Reserve Bank of India, visits MCCI 
and delivers the key-note speech on ‘Foreign Exchange De-Regulation’ in a 
meeting held on 27 September. 

• Minister for Finance, Minister for Industries, Minister for Energy and Mineral 
Resources and Minister for Communications, separately visit the Chamber and 
meet its members in the course of the year.

• Dr Akbar Ali Khan, Chairman of NBR, addresses members of the Chamber on 13 
September and 7 December.

1994 

• A High-powered VAT Task Force consisting of senior of�icials of the government 
of Nepal meets members of the Chamber in its Conference Hall on 4 January.

• MCCI urges the government not to declare any public holiday on 30 January on 
the occasion of the City Corporation Elections in the 4 cities. It issues a press 
release on 26 January and mentions that one day’s production loss in 
non-agricultural activities amounts to at least Tk 150 crore. 

• A Turkish Delegation headed by Mr Tav�ik Isil UNEL, Prime Minister’s Under 
Secretary of Treasury and Foreign Trade, along with Mr Kutlu Ozguvene, Turkish 

Ambassador to Bangladesh, calls on the President and the Secretary General of 
the Chamber on 4 April. 

• The Chamber Committee continues to review the meeting of the Indo-Bangladesh 
Joint Economic Committee which consists of representatives of the Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII) and the Chamber. Meetings are held every month, 
alternatively in Dhaka and New Delhi or Kolkata.

• The Chamber organizes a seminar with the World Bank on ‘South Asian 
Economies in the 21st Century’, on 4 May. Lord Meghnad Desai, Professor of 
Economics of London School of Economics, is the key-note speaker. A large 
number of businessmen, diplomats, academics, journalists, trade union 
representatives and members of parliament take active part in the discussions 
that ensue.

• MCCI-CII Joint Task Force Members attend a series of meetings during the year.

• Dr Manmohan Singh, Indian Finance Minister, addresses the members of the 
Chamber in a meeting organized by the MCCI-CII Joint Task Force on 12 July.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and the Articles of Association of MCCI 
are amended by a special resolution adopted on 1 November. 

1995

• MCCI receives a letter from the Ministry of Commerce authorizing only the Export 
Promotion Bureau to issue Certi�icates of Origin (COO) in respect of textile 
products to European Union (EC) countries, under Rule 4 of the government’s 
Textile Trade and Quota Administration Rules, 1991. The Chamber decides to 
take up the matter with the government, pointing out that under the Trade 
Organisation’s Rules, 1994, the Chamber of Commerce has full authority to issue 
COO.

• The President and the Vice President of the Chamber go to Rome to participate in 
a seminar on ‘Bangladesh Investment Climate and Trade Opportunities’ held from 
30 January to 1 February.

• Mr Binod Dubey, Director of World Bank, and a group of Thai businessmen visit 
the Chamber and meet members.

• The Chief of the World Bank Resident Mission, Dhaka, Mr Pierre Landell-Mill, 
along with his senior colleagues, meets the Chamber Committee on 27 March. 

• MCCI releases a book entitled “Shaping South Asia’s Future – Role of Regional 
Cooperation” on 19 April. Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr ASM Mosta�izur 
Rahman, is present on the occasion. 

• The Ministry of Commerce requests the Chamber to attend the 6th 
Bangladesh-Pakistan Joint Economic Commission to be held in Islamabad on 25 
July. The Committee sends a member to join the meeting. 

• MCCI welcomes the trade and investment delegation from the People’s Republic 
of China to the Chamber on 12 September.

• A British Infrastructure and Technology Mission, led by Mr Peter Lee, meets 
members of the Chamber on 25 November.

1996

• A large number of visitors, including Advisers of Caretaker government, Mr Syed 
Manzur Elahi, Dr Wahiduddin Mahmud, Mr Syed Ishtiaq Ahmed and Minister for 
Commerce and Industries, Mr Tofael Ahmed, the NBR Chairman, Dr Akbar Ali 
Khan, visit and meet members of the Chamber over the course of the year. Mr 
David N Merrill (US Ambassador) and Ms Renee Veyret (French Ambassador) also 
hold meetings with the Chamber Committee.

• 13-member delegations from the Indian Foreign Service Institute meet members 
of MCCI on 13 May. The delegation is headed by Mrs Sujatha Singh.

• The 15th Batch of the BCS (Taxation) Of�icers meet Chamber members on 20 April.

• The World Bank Resident Representative, Mr Pierre Landell-Mills, along with 
other senior colleagues, meets the Chamber Committee on 30 June.

• Mr Samson H Chowdhury, Chamber President, hands over a copy of the 
Chamber’s publication entitled ‘Economic Agenda of the New Government’ to Mr 
Tofael Ahmed MP, Minister for Commerce and Industries, on 28 July.

• The Chamber issues a press release on 29 July praising the budget of 1996-97 and 
mentioning several welcome features which would help improve the investment 
climate in the country.

• A Turkish Trade Delegation led by Mr Omer Besim Kufrevi, Vice-President, 
Executive Board, Istanbul Chamber of Commerce, meet the Chamber Committee 
on 27 July and Mr Kufrevi delivers a speech.

• A Thai Trade Mission headed by Mr Photipong Lamsam, along with Mr Sunthorn 
Vidhyameth, Ambassador of Thailand in Bangladesh, meets members of MCCI on 
8 October.

• A British Trade Mission, headed by Mr David Walker, the British High 
Commissioner, and Ms Miriam R McIntosh, British Deputy High Commissioner in 
Bangladesh, meets the members of MCCI on 26 October.

• The country’s trade and industry welcomes the historic agreement reached in 
Singapore by 128 member nations of the World Trade Organization (WTO) on 13 
December. Chamber representatives take an active part as part of the Bangladesh 
delegation. 

• MCCI welcomes the Ganges Water Sharing Treaty and issues a press release on 18 
December signed by the President Samson H Chowdhury to that effect. 

1997

• Mr Tofael Ahmed MP, Minister for Commerce and Industries, addresses a 
discussion meeting on ‘Outcome of the 1st Ministerial Conference of World Trade 
Organization’ organized by DCCI and MCCI on 5 January.

• Members of the British Overseas Trade Board Mission meet the members of MCCI 
on 26 January. 

• MCCI urges the government, on behalf of the country’s trade and industry, that 
the weekly holiday be changed from Friday to Sunday. In a press release issued on 
20 March, the Chamber states that importers and exporters have been losing 
business opportunities for 2 days of the week from September 1982 onwards, 
when the weekly holiday was suddenly changed from Sunday to Friday without 
any consultation with trade and industry.

• A delegation from MCCI-CII Joint Economic Council (JEC) meets the Indian Prime 
Minister Mr IK Gujral in New Delhi on 28 May. The Indian Prime Minister 
appreciates the proactive role of the MCCI-CII JEC and shows considerable 
interest in supporting the strengthening of ties between the two countries.

• A Dutch delegation, headed by Mr W De Vries, Director for Commercial Affairs, 
City of Groningen, meets members of the Chamber on 22 June.

• An MoU is signed between MCCI and the Confederation of Singapore Industries 
on 10 July after a seminar on ‘Investment Opportunities in Bangladesh’ held in 
Singapore.

• The Chamber initiates a series of seminars to develop awareness on quality 
improvement and competitiveness, at the advent of globalization. Dr Madhab 
Mehra, President of World Quality Council, is the Resource Speaker at the �irst 
seminar held on 20 November.

• Members of the Federation of Nepalese Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
meet members of MCCI on 26 December.

• Several meetings are held with Ministers for Finance and Commerce and 
Industries during the year and the Chamber discusses the Share Market Scam and 
submits proposals to the government in this regard.

1998

• The members of the Chamber Committee meet Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on 
7 January and discuss issues relating to the Chittagong Port, Power Supply, 
Labour Sector Reforms etc.

• Dr William P Fuller, President of the Asia Foundation and Dr Karen L Casper, 
Representative of the Asia Foundation, Dhaka, meet members of the Chamber and 
speak to its members on 14 January. 

• MCCI has a meeting with the ‘South Asian Group of Eminent Persons’ on 9 
February. They exchange views with members and acknowledge the Chamber’s 
capacity to contribute in the formulation of policy guidelines for the development 
of the region.

• MCCI receives Mr Anthony Png Choo Ling, leader of the Singapore Trade and 
Investment Mission and his 12-member team at the Chamber of�ice on 23 March 
and discusses trade and investment issues.

• The Minister for Finance, Mr SAMS Kibria MP, addresses members of MCCI at a 
pre-budget discussion meeting held on 1 April.

• The Minister for Commerce and Industries, Mr Tofael Ahmed MP, addresses the 
members of MCCI at a pre-budget discussion meeting held on 27 April.

• The Chamber and Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies jointly organizes a 
Workshop on ‘Dissemination of Awareness on Environmental Conservation Act 
1995 and Rules 1997’, on 14 May. The workshop identi�ies several problem areas 
for industries arising from the legal requirements of obtaining environmental 
clearance. 

• A large number of visitors and a number of missions visit MCCI during the year. 
Among the visitors are: Ms Renee Veyret (French Ambassador), Ms Cristina 
Funes-Noppen (Belgian Ambassador), Mr Andre Lorent (Belgian Trade 
Commissioner), Dr William P Fuller (President, The Asian Foundation) and Dr 
Chakradhari Agrawal (Secretary General, World Association of Small and Medium 
Enterprises).

• Missions are received from the World Bank, IMF, Confederation of Indian Steel 
Industry and TDB SCI Singapore Infrastructure Mission. A French Trade Delegation 
and a delegation from the Indian Foreign Service also visit the Chamber.

 1999

• The Commerce Secretary, MCCI President, ICC-Bangladesh President and DCCI 
President meet delegates of the governments of SAARC countries at a meeting 
hosted by the MCCI on 31 January to discuss main features of the 3rd Tariff 
Agreement under SAPTA. 

• Dr Joseph Stiglitz, Chief Economist and Senior Vice President of the World Bank, 
visits the Chamber and meets committee members on 15 March to discuss 
economic issues.

• MCCI, FICCI, BEAF, BGMEA, Bangladesh Knitwear Manufactures and Exporters 
Association, Bangladesh Jute Spinners Association and Bangladesh Frozen Foods 
Exporters Association jointly present a press release urging reconsideration of 
hartal programme declared by political parties. The press release is issued on 12 
April.

• The Chamber extends host facilities to a Taiwan Turnkey, Engineering & 
Electronic Trade Mission from 8-9 April.

• Missions of the European Unions meet with members of the Chamber Committee 
on 11 April to discuss economic issues.

• Dr M Farashuddin, Governor of Bangladesh Bank, visits the Chamber on 17 May 
to discuss issues relating to the �inancial sector.

• A delegation from the Chamber visits Singapore to attend a seminar on ‘Business 
Opportunities in Bangladesh’ organized by the Chamber, jointly with the 
Bangladesh High Commission in Singapore, Singapore Confederation of 
Industries and Singapore Trade Development held on 14 July.

• A Business Delegation from FKCCI visits MCCI of�ice and signs Business 
Cooperation Agreement on 27 July. 

• A 15-member Trade and Investment Delegation from Singapore Confederation of 
Industry (SCI) and Singapore Trade Development Board (STDB), led by Mr 
Ridzwan Dza�ir, meets members of MCCI on 12 October. 

• The Chamber Committee meets the Minister of Commerce and Industries on 31 
December to discuss key issues.

2000

• MCCI organizes a day-long workshop on ‘Energy Management’ at the Chamber’s 
Conference Hall on 24 January.

• Dr David Carter, the British High Commissioner in Bangladesh, visits the Chamber 
on 14 February.

• The Joint Economic Council of the Confederation of Indian Industry - 
Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce & Industry (CII-MCCI JEC) holds its second 
meeting on 23 February and discusses various aspects of Indo-Bangladesh 
co-operation on trade and industry. 

• The members of the Chamber meet the Finance Minister, Mr Shah AMS Kibria, for 
a pre-budget discussion meeting held in the Chamber of�ice on 28 March. 

• Several training courses such as ‘Marketing Strategies and Sales Promotion’, and 
‘Production Planning and Quality Control’ are organized by the Chamber under 
the ‘Management Development Programme’ during the months of January- 
March, August, September and October.

• The Chamber organizes a two-day visit of a forty-member trade delegation from 
Sri Lanka-Bangladesh Business Council (SLBBC), Colombo, which explores 
business and investments prospects in Bangladesh, during March 29-30. The 
delegation has a bilateral business meeting with Chamber members where the 
Commerce Minister is present as the Chief Guest.

• The Chamber President, Mr Latifur Rahman, presents a paper on ‘Public and 
Private Sectors of the Bangladesh Economy’ at the Administrative Staff College in 
Mirpur, Dhaka on 29 March.

• Mr Jan Axel Voss, Deputy Head of Mission of German Embassy in Bangladesh, 
meets the President and Secretary-General of the Chamber on 6 July and 
discusses issues of bilateral interest. 

• The Chamber, jointly with Save the Children, UK, sponsors the launching 
ceremony of a publication “Big Business, Small Hands: Responsible Approaches 
to Child Labor” on 21 November. HRH Princess Anne of the United Kingdom 
graces the occasion.

2001

• Several training courses are organized by the Chamber under the rubric of 
‘Management Development Programme’ during the months of August, September 
and December.

• The Chamber organizes a half-day discussion meet on World Trade Organization 
(WTO) and issues arising from its programmes for phasing out of tariff and 
non-tariff barriers by January 1. Mr Muchkund Dubey, former Permanent 

Representative of India to the WTO, is the Guest Speaker. Mr MA Jalil, Minister for 
Commerce, inaugurates the Meeting. 

• A Chamber delegation headed by its President meets Chief Adviser of the 
Caretaker Government on 26 August. MCCI submits several proposals, relating to 
the development of the economy of Bangladesh, at the meeting.

• A two-day workshop on ‘Strategies for Competitive Success’ is organized by MCCI 
in collaboration with the Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta, from 19 to 20 
November. Professor Ranjan Das of IIM, Calcutta, delivers his speech as the 
Resource Person. 

2002

• Under its management development programme, the Chamber organises third 
semester classes of the One Year International Business Programme (IBP) offered 
by the Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta (IIMC), in association with the 
Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Dhaka, from 5 to 15 January.

• The Chamber meets with Mr Nicholas Stern, Chief Economist and Senior 
Vice-President of the World Bank, Washington DC, at the Chamber’s of�ice on 8 
January.

• Mr Abdul Razak Dawood, Minister of Commerce, Industries and Production of 
Pakistan, visits the Chamber and delivers a speech to members of MCCI on 29 January.

• The Chamber, under its energy management programme, organises a two-day 
workshop on ‘Energy Management in Industrial Practice’ on 17-18 February.

• The Chamber has a meeting with the Bangladesh Export Processing Zones 
Authority (BEPZA) at the Chamber Of�ice on 7 March and discusses issues of 
mutual interest, including possibilities of more investments in the EPZs of the 
country.

• The Chamber jointly with the Asian Centre for Democratic Governance and the 
Bangladesh Enterprise Institute organises a conference on ‘Strengthening 
Democratic Governance’, on 17-18 March.

• A Chamber Delegation meets the Prime Minister of Bangladesh, Begum Khaleda 
Zia, at the Prime Minister's of�ice on 30 March.

• The Chamber hosts a luncheon meeting in honour of Mr David Kilgour, MP, 
Secretary of State for Asia Paci�ic, Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade, Government of Canada, on 1 April.

• Under its ongoing Management Development Programme, the Chamber  
organizes a 5 day training course on ‘Strategic Planning in Marketing of Products 
and Services’, from 24 to 30 April.

• MCCI meets members of the Economic Reporters Forum on 15 May to share the 
Chamber’s views on the upcoming budget and other aspects of the economy of 
Bangladesh.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Developing Team Leadership Skills for Organisational 
Growth’ from 3 to 7 August.

• The Chamber under its Energy Management programme organises a two-day 
workshop on ‘How to Economise Energy Cost’, on 17-18 August.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Marketability through Effective Distribution 
Network’, from 24 to 28 August. 

• The Chamber hosts a luncheon meeting on 27 August in honour of HE Rt Hon 
Donald C Mckinnon, Commonwealth Secretary General, at the MCCI of�ice.

• The Chamber holds a discussion meeting at the MCCI of�ice on 4 September with 
the visiting President of the Japanese Commerce and Industry Association and 
JETRO Representative.

• An Extraordinary General Meeting is held and Articles of Association of MCCI are 
amended by a special resolution on 12 September.

• The Chamber discusses bilateral trade issues with a visiting business delegation 
from the Federal Republic of Nigeria, on 19 September.

• The Chamber organises a round table discussion on 1 October on (1) merits of the 
tariff concessions recently given by the Government of India and (2) national 
preparedness to meet contractual obligations under the General Agreement on 
Trade in Services (GATS) of the WTO. Minister for Commerce attends the 
discussion as Chief Guest.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Business Communication Skills’ from 5 to 9 October.

• The Chamber organizes a round-table discussion on 29 October on trade and 
industry’s expectations from ‘Economic Diplomacy’. The Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Mr M Morshed Khan MP, attends the round-table discussions as Chief 
Guest.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Financial Management for Non-Financial Managers’ 
from 26 to 30 October.

2003

• The Chamber Committee holds a meeting on 2 January with Mr Mohammad A 
Vayid, CMG, Chairman & Managing Director, Strategic Management Consultants 
Ltd of Mauritius, to discuss possibilities of expanding business and economic 
co-operation between Mauritius and Bangladesh. 

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organizes a 
�ive-day training course on ‘Improving Employee Performance: Professional Way 
of Coaching and Counselling’ from 18 to 23 February.

• A Thai Trade Delegation headed by Mr Prachuab Chaiyasan meets members of 
MCCI, DCCI and ICC-Bangladesh at the MCCI Conference Hall on 31 March.

• A Chamber Delegation meets the Prime Minister, Government of Bangladesh, at 
the Prime Minister’s of�ice on 1 April.

• Dr M Yunus, Managing Director of Grameen Bank, visits the Chamber in April and 
has discussions on the Bank’s programme for alleviation of rural poverty and for 
education and health-care activities in rural areas.

• A Chamber Delegation meets the President of Sri Lanka, Mrs Chandrika 
Kumaratunga, during her visit to Dhaka in April.

• Under its Management Development Programme, the Chamber organises a 
four-day training course on ‘Developing Effective Marketing Strategies’ from 27 
to 30 April.

• The Chamber under its Management Development Programme organises a 
four-day training course on ‘Team Building for Organisational Growth’ from 
18-21 May.

• MCCI issues a press release on 13 June, expressing its reaction to the budget for 
2003-04 and points out that ‘the provision of conversion of black money into 
white money by investing in capital market is a retrograde step and this may 
discourage those who have been paying taxes regularly and honestly’.

• The Indian Minister for External Affairs, Mr Yashwant Sinha, has a meeting with 
MCCI on 15 July. Foreign Minister and Commerce Minister of Bangladesh and the 
Chamber President are also present on the occasion.

• A Mission of the Asian Development Bank meets members of MCCI on 20 July.

• Dr Joseph E Stiglitz, Nobel Laureate and Professor of Finance and Economics, 
Columbia Business School, USA, addresses the members of MCCI, Dhaka, at the 
Chamber of�ice on 13 August.

• Ambassador of USA in Bangladesh, Mr Harry K Thomas, visits MCCI on 24 
September and delivers a speech. 

• Lord Swaraj Paul, a member of the British House of Lords, meets the members of 
the Chamber on 8 October. The British High Commissioner and the Deputy High 
Commissioner are also present at the meeting.

• The Chamber holds a meeting at the MCCI of�ice on 20 October with Mr Guy 
Gagnon, Director, Asia Bureau, Industrial Cooperation Programme, Canadian 
Partnership Branch and Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA).

2004

• The Chamber Committee, along with some of its past presidents, meets Prime 
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia, MP, on 12 January.

• High Commissioner of India to Bangladesh, Ms Veena Sikri, visits MCCI on 15 
January and 7 October.

• In March, the Chamber signs Memorandums of Understanding (MoU) with 
Australian Business Limited and State Chamber of Commerce (New South Wales).

• Dr Muhammad Yunus, the Managing Director of Grameen Bank, addresses 
members of MCCI on 17 April at the Chamber Conference Hall.

• The Chamber meets Mr Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, Minister for Local Government, 
Rural Development and Co-operatives, in May and discusses the law and order 
situation, overall governance, policy support to industry, free trade with India, 
port facilities and other important issues. 

• The Chamber, jointly with Singapore Manufacturer’s Federation, Singapore 
Enterprises Ltd., Bangladesh High Commission in Singapore and the Hongkong 
and Shanghai Banking Corporation Limited, organizes an Investors’ Conference in 
Singapore on 20 May. A large number of Singaporean entrepreneurs attend the 
conference.

• The Chamber holds a discussion and dinner meeting at a city hotel on 24 June 
with the Singapore Prime Minister, HE Mr Goh Chok Tong.

• The Chamber holds a discussion meeting on 27 June with Mr AKM Mosharraf 
Hossain, MP, Minister for Energy and Mineral Resources, Government of 
Bangladesh, at the MCCI of�ice. 

• The Chamber meeting decides to celebrate its centenary in a be�itting manner. A 
committee under a former president is set up to chalk out a detailed program.

• The Chamber holds a meeting on 11 October with the visiting Organisation 
Development Adviser of the Confederation of Danish industries at the MCCI 
of�ice.

• The Chamber organizes a seminar on 9 December on the occasion of the release 
of the World Bank’s �lagship publication, Global Economic Prospects-2005. Mr Uri 
Dadush, Director, Trade Department and Mr Richard Newfarmer, Lead Economist 
from the World Bank’s Washington Of�ice, Secretary, Ministry of Commerce, 
Government of Bangladesh, and Country Director, World Bank, Dhaka, among 
others, are present attend the seminar.

• The 100th AGM of MCCI is held on 30 December at the Chamber’s Conference Hall. 
39 members attend.

2005

• A Chamber delegation, headed by the President, visits Chittagong Port on 12 
January and meets the Chairman and other senior of�icials of the Chittagong Port 
Authority to discuss issues pertaining to enhancing the operational ef�iciency of 
Chittagong Port and privatization of some of the port services.

• The Chamber Committee meets the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr M Morshed 
Khan MP, at his of�ice on the 15 January and donates books worth Taka one lac for 
the library of the Bangladesh High Commission in New Delhi, India.

• A Chamber Delegation, led by its President, calls on the Governor, Bangladesh 
Bank, Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed, on 18 April.

• A delegation from the Chamber headed by its President, Mr Kutubuddin Ahmed, 
along with some former Presidents, calls on the Hon’ble Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia, MP, at her of�ice on 4 May. The delegation discusses key issues 
concerning the economic interest of the country, including increase in Bank 
interest rates; liquidity crises in the banking sector; continuation of Tax Holiday 
scheme which was supposed to be terminated on 30 June, 2005; and national 
minimum wages. The Prime Minister appreciates the Chamber’s concern on the 
above issues.

• An 11-member Chinese Government Economic and Trade Delegation headed by 
Mr Wang Chao, the �irst Vice-Governor of Dehong Dai and Jingpo Autonomous 
Prefecture, Yunnan Province, China, visits the Chamber on 8 June. The delegation 
discusses matters relating to trade between Bangladesh and China.

• The Chamber Committee meets the Finance Minister, Mr M Saifur Rahman, MP, at 
his of�ice on 27 June and discusses important issues.
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