Summary of Business News - 73

Important Trade and Economic News Published in Various Newspapers during 26 Jan.- 09 Feb. 2025

Sl. No. News / Events Date Source Remarks

01 FBCCI wants six-month extension of loan repayment period for defaulters 26 {.;‘;S';“Si“ess Standard
The Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) has urged Bangladesh Bank to extend | January (https://www.tbsnews.
the loan repayment period for defaulters from three months to nine months. The demand was made during a | 2025 ";gtr{fsc_‘s’i';‘_’r’:gr/“;?‘fd'
meeting with the central bank's Governor, Ahsan H Mansur, on Sunday (26 January 2025). At the meeting, FBCCI extension-loan-
representatives proposed several measures to stabilise the economy, including controlling inflation, maintaining Liggm‘:r';f'l%‘;gggé)
stable interest rates, and ensuring a steady supply of foreign currency.

02 | NBR cuts revenue target to Tk 4.63t 27 The Financial Express
The Government has slashed tax revenue collection target to Tk 4.635 trillion for the current fiscal year following a | January | Giesi//today.thefinand
negative growth in collection in the first six months. Officials of the National Board of Revenue (NBR) confirmed | 2025 page/nbr-cuts-revenue-
the downsized targets on Sunday. W
The original target was Tk 4.80 trillion for the FY. o

03 Foreign fund receipts in H1 down to $3.53b 27 T:e Fi.nanc;al E):‘pr;(.ess '
All donors ramp down both loans and grants January glg.:.«;.é/:fm::;djf::;?c.
Foreign-aid disbursement to Bangladesh dropped at US$3.53 billion in the first half of the current fiscal year as all | 2025 page/foreign-fund-
its development partners ramped down bankrolling its uplift recipe, official statistics show. Of the amount received receipts-in-h1-down-to-
in the July-December period, $3.26 billion came as loans and $270.64 million as grants, according to the 353b-1737917655)
provisional data available with the Economic Relations Division (ERD).

The country received $4.06 billion in the period of the last fiscal year, which reflects a 13.08-percent decline in the
inflow of foreign resources, with an actual drop of $531.38 million.

The ERD published its monthly report on disbursement of foreign resources on Sunday which also found a 67.11-
percent drop in new commitment of funding by the development partners.

04 | Business leaders want 15 months for deferred LC payments 27 The Business Standard
Leaders of the Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI), the country's apex trade | January glt;tsgs://www.tbsnews.
body, have urged the central bank to extend the repayment period for deferred letters of credit (LCs) liabilities | 2025 net/economy/business-

from six months to 15 months. They made the demand during a meeting between a FBCCI delegation and
Bangladesh Bank Governor Ahsan H Mansur yesterday. At the same time, they recommended controlling
inflation, stablising interest rates, maintaining normal flow of dollar supply, and policy support for involuntary
defaulters.
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05 | IIRNTHA WIFE] (HATS A0 AARNIR DOl ADIE 27 Prothom Alo
FAN® TN-O IS Al RN FEFON AN SO ATEN | ©F FINO | January | Sewpsi//umiw.prothom
YRIRIEFOl IGTT A Sfow| qTe T[IMNTE W FF WBIE| WG TN Gl 6T (@6 (INR[R™9) | 2025 omics/ayawmql453)
SFE T I AN TorT IS I35 FAT IV | 7T 2P6606 W FIOMG SHHFTGNOIG S AT
CMEAAR) & NS [FANOP (PRI FARAF) @O 4 AAGAN O WCAGN AR FRASTN
AGME WRAARF O A2 S0l =
I AN T STFNE FIFF IS AT FROI ST07 8 ARE IN{TAF (RN NIHATO N S=CNR
I, AR LA AfSIZT FINOT NN TN ATION 27| FG GO ARISN F41 ;MR w11 Wea
YRS 4TS 2| FAG JUN AT FAE|
06 | SIIICSTA WY AMGITA CATNE & TF UG UFE MG Sb TG (HIG BIHT 27 Prothom Alo
Y] 41T ST W A SRR U351 S SRR (01 (I 8 TF ATOF IR ST AT, | January | ops/fwsw.prothom
ST AN ST G 20 (APE & IF g AT FNA6w [ (TSNS IRE WS[S 2ATT St IS | 2025 try/kaw7luswhj)
(I BT 7 = | A (VI R (FISAGF 2GR AT (MO WA NOTS | T4 [{gze, Gemfy & 4fNemsr=em
VFNATIT SAMY 2R TG FRIF AN IR @141 IF BIOTS I SR FA G IS
f5fOT® FFHI FIN ALATH (PNF BEANWF 8 INFIF AMNS (RFGAN24) SIHF (1. SN (=T,
QAT fABSTE WHEIFEIRD WG JHCATO ST (RTFaN2y) Soreifs (I=am 2ey,
AT (GHGIR ersT S™Eag (RI5aNY) Sereife »eFe WGey 8 AT (GfF BretTe Sue
o I FIFEIRIS SIS JHCNGIS SR ([RGH.IA.9%2.4) (G (=TT (NEw |
07 | 5o wfagta fAmnf AT = 25 *rer*r2 atity 2feense 27 Prothom Alo
ST 2020-38 WRARLR (AT (MG AR FRITAICOT (JFGONR) 25 *TO1A1R JOR T AT W | January | Sopsid/umiw.prothom
2T | WK 516 NLIZF (N6 I DI DY *SI¥ ATATR 2GS (ATFH | AT I AfFHTF7 | 2025 try/49dhz2wvug)
JATFH] FOF ((ING) SCAG© AF FIM AT WG (NI ARSI FAFORT G O GIfANCIee |
ACHTN FAN ([T (IO FIATT G LA ACHATN SCIG BT 2|
TP @AGE [NAR GO (TG (SIS WA FATT (AR (GRS I G, (T 8 (M
OIS AT NN FIACY 1S T W S NTGOSTATS IANCICNT AT 21T 22 *F@I¥ FIW (7| O [INTIsr
PACTS I ([QUOIR| ¢ ST FHTSOGT THMA ([FUOCR 2 *O1T¥F (@
08 EU eager to sign CPCA with BD 28 (T:t*: ';"}7::':'2' Et):g;?::nci
The European Union has conveyed its interest in signing Comprehensive Partnership and Cooperation Agreement | January alex':réss.cm::bd Jfirst-
(CPCA) with Bangladesh, as the interim government is updating country's trade and economic relations. European | 2025 page/eu-eager-to-sign-

Commission President Ursula von der Leyen has written to Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus on the bloc's
eagerness about the proposed deal-making, said officials in Dhaka.

They also want to continue ongoing collaboration with Bangladesh and explore new avenues to build partnerships,
through inking the agreement, said a spokesperson for the Press Wing of the CA on Monday.
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09 Import tightening, inflation fallouts 28 (T:e Fir}7nccilal E):‘prfess
- i ing i i ttps://today.thefinanci
Top ten tax-contributing items fail revenue targets January | J\o oress.com.bd/first-
2025 page/top-ten-tax-
IMPORT REVENUE " contributin_g-items-fail-
-targets-
COLLECTION FROM High-speed diesel 23% . ;e7vsesr(|)ta%696
—— IAaX TOP 10 TAX Furnace oil 21% T 1738000656)
11| CONTRIBUTING ITEMS  sugar 28% L
(In billion Tk) Cement Clinker 1.0% !
135.50 ) g
HiiEvad Bitumen 12% 1
H1 Fv25 EEAKGEM 10% L | paim oil 31% L
Steel Sheet 20% T
Tax waivers to ggggzlr:‘pas‘igv‘:; Ruiblc 110/: T
;?;?)ecg;ifr?bﬁfees “ reﬂectir¥g decline in Orange 15% T
Yo roveriue import, consumption -
crunch of major imports
- Economist
Import-revenue collection from top ten tax-contributing items declined 10 per cent in the first half of the FY 2025
compared with that of the corresponding period of the previous fiscal, casting pressure on the public exchequer,
officials said. From the ten items, the National Board of Revenue collected Tk 121.65 billion worth of revenue in
the July-December period against Tk 135.50 billion in the corresponding period of last year, customs data revealed.
Economists say the decline reflects a slowdown in overall economic activities, including in agriculture,
transportation, power production and so. With the decline, the government received Tk 13.85 billion less in
revenue alone from those items that include high-speed diesel, furnace oil, sugar, cement clinker, coal, bitumen and
palm oil.
10 | China second biggest investor in Bepza zones after Bangladesh 28 The Daily Star _
Chinese investment in all eight export processing zones (EPZs) of the Bangladesh Export Processing Zones | January ig?ﬁ:#:ﬁri’x::feﬁ;:‘vs
Authority (Bepza) and its economic zone in Chattogram is only exceeded by domestic investment, show | 2025 my/news/china-second-

documents of the government agency. So far, companies from a total of 38 countries have invested in the Bepza
EPZs. Bangladesh ranks first in terms of investment, with 148 of its local companies having vested interests in
these industrial enclaves. China holds the second position as 108 of its companies have invested in EPZs, while
South Korea follows with 62 companies.

The number of foreign firms invested in local EPZs also includes 30 from Japan, 19 from India, 19 from the UK, 17
from the US, 10 from Canada, seven from Sri Lanka, and six from the Netherlands.
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11 Abandoned gas-field infrastructure 29 (The Fir}7ncia| Exprfess
. i https://today.thefinanci
Potential offshore Sangu platform lies idle January | Jiexpress.com.bd/first-
POSSIBLE ECONOMIC USE 2025 | pagelpotertialitstere:
OF SANGU PLATFORM 1738088222)
WORTH S300M
Govt action urgent to
use platform with its
subsea pipeline
— Prof ljaz Hossain
Located in the calm : : Past govt
sea near the planned : subsea pipeline and : ignored bid from
bay terminal of : onshore processing : several local,
~ Chattogram port : plant can re-gasify : global firms to
= at Silimpur : LNG, LPG, CNG : operate it
Bangladesh's maiden offshore hydrocarbon platform worth around US$300 million lies long idle since the
dereliction of Sangu gas field over a decade ago despite its potential for using as a facility to re-gasify liquefied
gases.
Sources say the facility with subsea pipeline and an onshore processing unit has been laid to waste for government
negligence, while private companies making the most out of domestic gas shortages and import of liquid gases.
12 Unskilled workers still dominate manpower exports 29 The Financial Express
Unskilled migrants continue to dominate the manpower export in the country despite an overall decline in the | January ;’;;;Zig:‘;ﬂf;’;’;‘;::;:"“
sector. Experts have attributed this negative trend to a lack of vocational education and language skills, among | 2025 page/unskilled-workers-

other limitations. The Bureau of Manpower, Employment and Training (BMET) has categorised migrant workers
into four skill levels: professionals, skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled workers.

Doctors, engineers, architects, teachers, accountants, computer operators, pharmacists, nurses, foremen, diploma
engineers, paramedics and salespeople are considered professionals while mechanics, welders, porters, electricians,
painters, cooks, drivers, plumbers, garment workers and certified caregivers are skilled workers. On the other hand,
farmers, gardeners and those working as assistant in garments and shops are considered semi-skilled workers and
cleaners, domestic workers and menial workers are unskilled workers.

Bangladesh primarily participates in the semi-skilled and unskilled labour market. In 2024, 4.59 per cent of those
who migrated abroad for work were professionals, 23.62 per cent were skilled, 17.56 per cent were semi-skilled
and 54.23 per cent were unskilled.
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13 Bangladesh mav Iqse 4.8% of working hours to l'!eat stre.ss by 2030: study . . 29 '(rt"‘t‘:st?/“/V ‘:‘:Ia‘:l thedailys
Bangladesh is projected to lose 4.8 percent of its working hours due to heat stress by 2030 if adequate and timely | January tar.net/business/econo
adaptation measures are not taken, according to a study. Besides, rising sea levels are expected to submerge | 2025 m;\//ﬂi:l:-/:sanwg;?l?i?\sgh-
about 17 percent of the country's land and displace about 20 million people by 2050, said the study on "Just hours-heat-stress-2030-
Climate Transitions in Bangladesh". study-3810936)

14 | fSfGBE R ATIMRTR ST 30 Prothom Alo
T TG WS (5T 2052 NI 9% 1 XS TG PR O (FTAAINE K| NVH (TN 2T | January | epsil/uwow.prothom
(MR (FNAN GO ‘G | O ST JUIR 4 NN (GNP WP HIRS -1 B, ((TNRNG NN | 2025 omics/cnp6h93b36)
R (NRIRE WAF G (GNIF) 8 TG GO (AANin2 2 SRS | (AN [GGore NN ([ T2
T BN, SIS O O 2T FER| WG (RO AN I NMONE (O FI A4 (A, (FO6 16 Ao
(STETR W [RONAI B WL FICS T AR W (NN IR0 N (T FG G0 @R A AN
JRIF B IR Z(F, OIF GAY (AT ATTAAS (F2
NOFE JLRE AN A SINGre TOGORT (FNRNT B 8 ISR AFAFFe oo I IS
(SNETGIRA (ISF IS ] FAISTAT (AT | ACHTNIF FIAST ICUE AYN AT FIAEAT THYD© o (IHF
WO RN AT FLLHFT TSN AN J26 TJF 8 Grom AGF (@G (GRR) (G (.
1 RN 41| ﬁWW@WWﬁGWWWWﬂ%WWI QICATE NI ¥
T I, FTFITOSRT I, ST S5 Fed| 4 STNY S (@0 [{SF 4307 357 0G| G ST ©56
IO Z(A ON® T S I FN-@AF FHOAS | 4 FIAT HIMF WS N6 AN 1778 =1
(S WZ G Wil

15 | BB forms panel to bail out sick businesses 31 The Financial Express
The central bank has constituted a five-member committee to select industries and business entities, which were | January | feapsi//today.tefinand
badly affected by reasons beyond their control, before providing policy support for their revival. The committee | 2025 page/bb-forms-panel-to-

will design the nature of support to borrowers with outstanding loans exceeding Tk 500 million, as they were hit
hard by Covid-19, Russia-Ukraine war, external factors, floods and uncertainty over mass uprising.

In fact, the special regulatory move comes four days after a delegation of the country's apex trade body -- the
Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) -- placed such a demand while meeting
with Bangladesh Bank (BB) governor Dr Ahsan H Mansur.

BB spokesperson Husne Ara Sikha says the selection committee comprises five members, including Mezbaul
Haque, executive director of offsite supervision department, as convener, Dr Delwar Hossain, joint secretary of
Financial Institutions Division, economist Mamun Rashid and business representative Abdul Haque from Hag's
Bay as members, and Shahriar, director of Banking Regulation and Policy Department, as member secretary.
About the timeframe, she adds, there is no fixed deadline for the committee to complete its task. However, the
members are entitled to a maximum of two remunerations per month for attending meetings.
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16 | MROW (APTSHIE T NI ORI B 5N A NS 31 Prothom Alo
STIRSTN T WO MG 26, (I NGRS 8 2 (56 TSR W RFHT0R MRS WG | January | Sresd//umww.prothom
SRR IS GO (FPII SN JNF ST FRACR AT TG AF 20T (FRIT BAG | | 2025 try/8uggyileci)
I3 [TSaHT® S ING I3 O TUNHCR | ([T ST WD® 2 STHITIH AT oY BT~ 2N S BN
AYN TTIV SETo Omiw W] IS0 (N ANE Te2fod Toig Ol e, GrRrsiawsd
fRrYRMETTa e T ST, Sfsel NG AR GIYR, &N A, B 27N Y4 |
STRICITH 24T SNSIAF IS CTTR STeTON Gl SRR I LT ATSDTT AFS N TLFHF &
NTSTFHP *W W2NF [TFF (W21 ST FINTE NCOT AACHNG AFE AT H VIR T AL F1EY |
HNFR TS TG, (BT 2T WEHF 72 AN Uo7 NG5S B AT (S FI0 FAR| 2N
ST ABIINT A0S BN 2T, (12 [T AI2F P57 20 IO AL WS O« fof |
17 | Many businesses limp for lack of working capital 01 The Financial Express
Around one-third of Fobruary | (osiiodnsteinenc
economic units across 2025 page/many-businesses-

BD camn’t access_formal
loans: Survey

@®© Almostall business
minnows lack formal
documents, so barred
from bank credits

BD may fail
graduation if such
economic units not
facilitated vertical
expansion: CPD’s
Dr Moazzem

Umpteen economic units and businesses, especially CMSMEs, across Bangladesh struggle to run for massive
capital shortfalls as one-third of them have no access to easy loans, according to official statistics. Some 34.41 per
cent of the economic units across the country cannot access easy loan from any commercial banks and financial
institutions, the Bangladesh Economic Census 2024 shows. A total of 85.84 per cent of economic units or
businesses suffer capital shortfall for expanding their business and economic activities, says the census report
presented by Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS).

Meanwhile, in a truncated growth, Bangladesh's economic units have expanded tremendously over the last 11 years
mostly in services sector, far outstripping expansion of manufacturing sector. Analysts say if the cottage, micro,
small and medium enterprises (CMSMEs) are not formalised and not facilitated for getting loan and capital
support, only small services units would not help Bangladesh become a higher-middle-income economy.
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18 | Fuel import uncertain for payment arrears 02 The Financial Express

Power outages feared in oncoming summer February QTthf,i! S/:‘:‘;':;:‘;‘;::‘:t""
Govt agency owes electricity producers Tk 160b now 2025 page/power-outages-
The growing uncertainty over fuel import and payment of arrears to private power plants have raised the spectre of feared-in-oncoming-
load shedding across Bangladesh in the upcoming Ramadan and subsequent summer, sector-insiders say. Unlike in %3 662dates02-02-
the previous year, different areas across the country already have been experiencing load shedding, although not 2025) ]
severely, during the ongoing winter, they point out. With the holy month of Ramadan only less than a month away
and peak irrigation season approaching, the clients fear severe outages in the coming summer if the power plants
remain idle then.
Officials have said the state-run Bangladesh Power Development Board (BPDB) has struggled to make payment to
the power-plant owners over the past two years since the start of local currency's devaluation following the
outbreak of Russia-Ukraine war in February 2022. The financial situation of BPDB has only worsened since then
with its payment backlog to different clients rising to around Tk 400 billion until November 2024. The power
board currently owes around Tk 160 billion to different power producers, of which Tk 100 billion is payable to
furnace oil-fired plants alone and Tk 60 billion to other plant owners.

19 Jan remittance down 17pc 03 T:e Financ;al E)I(1pr;(.ess '
The figure rose 3.4po Yov February | (uoslLoder ietnane
Remittances sent by expatriate Bangladeshis in January of the current fiscal year dropped by more than 17 per cent | 2025 page/jan-remittance-
to $2.19 billion compared to December 2024. However, year-on-year, the figure increased by 3.4 per cent, down-17pc-1738519807)
according to data released by the Bangladesh Bank on Sunday. Despite the monthly decline, remittance inflows
during the first seven months of FY25 surged by more than 23 per cent compared to the same period in the
previous fiscal year.

The Bangladesh Bank's analysis highlighted that remittance inflows typically rise at the end of a fiscal year (June)
and the end of a calendar year (December). Remittances see a significant boost during major religious festivals and
special occasions.

20 BD still holds top position in ship-breaking 04 The Financial Express
Scrap ship import was 23.53 pc less in 2024 than the preceding year February g?:i‘:;ﬂ:i‘;::;g?;:::?c'
Bangladesh maintained its position as the world's top ship-breaking destination in 2024 despite a fall in imports of | 2025 page/bd-still-holds-top-

scrapped vessels compared to 2023. The country imported 130 scrapped ships last year which was 23.53 per cent
less than 170 ships imported in the preceding year 2023, according to data from the NGO Ship-breaking Platform
(NSP) -- an NGO advocating for safe and ethical ship dismantling.

However, industry insiders claimed that imports of ship witnessed significant decline both in number and in
tonnage due to letter-of-credit (L/C)-opening issues thanks to the US dollar crisis and other related ones. They also
noted that total tonnage of imported ships fell hinting at a shift towards smaller vessels.

position-in-ship-breaking-
1738609653)
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21 Exports grow 11.68pc in Jul-Jan, FY25 04 The Financial Express
I I February (l;ttps://todav.;z?:inanci
. . t-
MERCHANDISE EXPORT MONTHLY EXPORT 2025 page/exports-grow-
EARNINGS EARNINGS IN FY25 Lis8pcn-ukian-y25:
(In billion US dollar) (In billion US dollar) == Total == RMG
m= Total == RMG Jul X3 1 3.81
Jul-Jan g -
G728 21.05
Jul-Jan
Total export 11.68% & © Jan receipts slow
RMG export 12% = © Exporters see silver
lining over global
AL trade wars
gﬁ I ] AR T
T | L - 1 il
B a2 (T [T AN CrC (RO
LT AN P AR RIS I
Bangladesh's merchandise-export earnings posted an 11.68-percent growth to US$28.97 billion during the first
seven months of the current fiscal year, with a January downturn.
However, a leading exporter sees a silver lining over emergent global 'trade wars' following a regime change in the
economic superpower-the United States.
22 | y¢ O IS GIRTAR (GG RGN FAT I 04 Pl:othc.)ﬂ Ao
(PICAT FIRAR S¢ ¥l 2 JFA© AR GIATA (GG TSI 59+ F1 A1 I YT T F 2T | February | oo mollpwsoromen
OIRN STNE FAT (G| IOV WRA (§G 2SI FAF CHLE 20 *Ol* HAHF o7 [N AR | 2025 try/61dsqc80do)

ST ST B (51R, SALTHNES JW SR LTI, RIS 8 g N *refdF 417 AAf[{7e= «sieg | 97
TS PR 411 Voo F(E & 2R, [FQ IM (ST (R W [F -1 FATNEN FAT 2R J] [{IT JF Vo
TOACG XN 2N SN 519® fGoFwIT *raref «ifggm ()|
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23 January inflation slips below double-digit level to 9.94pc 05 (T:e Fi?7nc;al E):‘prfess
P ; ; i ; ttps://today.thefinanci
Cheap winter veg tames overall rate, food inflation yet high on pricey staples February alexpress.com.bd/first-
2025 page/january-inflation-
slips-below-double-digit-
level-to-994pc-
1738694170)
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14 2024
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Overall inflation dropped to 9.94 per cent in January as cheaper winter vegetables tamed its rate but food inflation
yet stayed high pushed by pricey staples. A decline of approximately 1.0-percentage point from the December rate
took the overall inflation down double-digit level last month, BBS revealed Tuesday.
This happens to be the first time in three months that inflation edged down to a single-digit level. The last time it
was below 10 per cent was in September when it stood at 9.92 percent, according to data produced by the national
statistical organisation.
24 | MGG NTH TIANNHA IITY ABIX-JAN 512 AT 06 Prothom Alo
WM 203¢-20 WA GO AMGCE_ ATF-TFS (o WA ¢ RR SN, SRTNGR 1 | February | Seps//umw.prothom
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25 Small traders urge govt to address key issues for smooth business 07 The Financial Express
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) held a view-exchange meeting with small traders at the DCCI | February g’,‘;mg:‘:g:;g‘;:f;ﬂ:'
Gulshan Office on Thursday. Small traders have urged the government to address issues like the latest hike in VAT | 2025 market/small-traders-
and taxes, law and order, customs, traffic jam, high price of dollar and trade license renewal fees for the betterment urge-govt-to-address-key-
of the country's economy. They also expressed their dissatisfaction over the delay in LC adjustment, unstable dollar W
value, high rate of interest on bank loans, harassment in payment of VAT, complexity of trade license renewal 1738863710?date=07-02-
process and high fees. They hoped that the government would look into these matters so that small traders or 2025)
shopkeepers could do their businesses smoothly.

They made the observations at a view-exchange meeting organised by Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) at the DCCI Gulshan Office on Thursday. Office bearers and members from different market and bazaar
associations of Gulshan, Mohakhali, Banani and Badda areas attended this interactive meeting.

26 Private sector credit growth slowest since at least 2015 07 (Tl?ti D:}'/V ‘::va‘:’ thedailvs
Private sector credit growth decelerated to its slowest pace in at least 11 years due to uncertainty in the | February tar_:el‘/businésslnew:/
investment environment following the recent political changeover. In December last year, credit flow to private | 2025 private-sector-credit-
firms grew 7.28 percent, the lowest growth since at least 2015, according to data of the Bangladesh Bank. The g;‘;‘;’_t;‘ésl'grf’;‘;s)t"ea“'
flow of credit to the private sector increased 7.66 percent in November. -

27 | New investments in start-ups dip 43pc 08 The Financial Express

New investments in local start-ups declined significantly in 2024 compared to the previous year mainly due to | February | (Seies://today thefinand
political turmoil, economic uncertainties, and changing global trends, according to a report. The volume of new | 2025 page/new-investments-
funding fell by around 43 per cent to $41.3 million last year from $72.0 million in 2023, said the report titled ‘1"7';;’;:’135;?9'439“'
"Bangladesh Start-up Investments Report 2024: Year in Review" and published recently by management =
consulting firm LightCastle Partners.
The company compiled the data with inputs from all stakeholders, including the state-run venture capital company
Startup Bangladesh Limited. The report said global venture funding continued its downward trend in 2024 over
hikes in interest rates, geopolitical uncertainties, and cautious sentiments of investors. In tandem with the global
investment trends, Southeast Asia reflected similar patterns, with a preference for late-stage funding and
established start-ups, it said.

28 NBR to fully operationalise bond automation this month to boost trade efficiency 08 '(I'_Il_'nBesI)?»usiness Standard
The National Board of Revenue (NBR) is set to fully operationalise its bond automation system this month, aiming | February | (https://www.tbsnews.
to enhance efficiency, transparency, and accountability in the country's trade operations. NBR officials say the | 2025 net/economy/nbr-fully-

revenue authority was prepared to roll out the system last month but postponed the launch due to a lack of
readiness among businesses. "Due to insufficient preparation from the business community, we have deferred
the process by a month," NBR Chairman Md Abdur Rahman Khan said recently.

operationalise-bond-
automation-month-
boost-trade-efficiency-

1064111)
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29 E-commerce companies 09 The Financial Express

g/lore than 85pc fail to earn certification February i'f:iii!f:‘i‘i?%’ﬁﬂ?f:l?"c'
omplex provisions .bI?mEd . . . . . e .. . 2025 page/more-than-85pc-

A total of 1,458 digital businesses have been registered under Digital Business ldentification (DBID) in the last fail-to-earn-certification-
three years since its inception in 2021, according to DBID statistics. On the other hand, more than 85 per cent of e- 1739039607)
commerce companies that submitted applications for digital business identity certification failed to get it due to
‘complex provisions' set by the authorities concerned.
Since 2022, the DBID platform has so far received 10,218 applications, but only 1458 business firms have become
successful in getting it, which is only 14.76 per cent, according to the Registrar of Joint Stock Companies and
Firms (RJSC) that is hosting the platform. On February 6, 2022, the then commerce minister launched the DBID
system, which aims to unify the fragmented businesses in Bangladesh. The platform focuses on enabling
organisations, local and foreign business entities, micro merchants and financial institutions to register their
businesses digitally and receive a unique BID.

30 | Japanese economic zone now looks to attract foreign investors 09 The Business Standard
The Bangladesh Special Economic Zone, also known as the Japanese Economic Zone, in Araihazar of Narayanganj, | February gftsp)s://www.tbsnews.
is now targeting foreign direct investment (FDI), especially from export-oriented companies. "We are now | 2025 net/economy/japanese-

focusing on attracting FDI from companies that will export their products, as this will make Bangladesh a more
attractive destination for FDI," Taro Kawachi, managing director of the Zone, told The Business Standard. Singer
Bangladesh Ltd has already started production in the zone, manufacturing 1,000 units of refrigerators and
televisions per day.

The multinational electronics and home appliance company has invested $78 million in the factory, which
occupies 33.4 acres of land. Lion Kallol Limited, a major Japanese consumer goods company, is set to begin
production in March or April. Several other companies are also expected to start construction on their factories
within the next few months. Several foreign companies in sectors such as chemicals, food, home appliances, and
construction materials have expressed interest in investing in the zone for export purposes.

economic-zone-now-
looks-attract-foreign-
investors-1064156)
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