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Summary of Business News – 73 

Important Trade and Economic News Published in Various Newspapers during 26 Jan.- 09 Feb. 2025 
 
Sl. No. News / Events 

 
Date Source Remarks 

01 FBCCI wants six-month extension of loan repayment period for defaulters 
The Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) has urged Bangladesh Bank to extend 
the loan repayment period for defaulters from three months to nine months. The demand was made during a 
meeting with the central bank's Governor, Ahsan H Mansur, on Sunday (26 January 2025). At the meeting, FBCCI 
representatives proposed several measures to stabilise the economy, including controlling inflation, maintaining 
stable interest rates, and ensuring a steady supply of foreign currency. 

26 
January 
2025 

The Business Standard 
(TBS) 
(https://www.tbsnews.
net/economy/fbcci-
wants-six-month-
extension-loan-
repayment-period-
defaulters-1053006) 

 

02 NBR cuts revenue target to Tk 4.63t 

The Government has slashed tax revenue collection target to Tk 4.635 trillion for the current fiscal year following a 

negative growth in collection in the first six months. Officials of the National Board of Revenue (NBR) confirmed 

the downsized targets on Sunday.  

The original target was Tk 4.80 trillion for the FY. 

27 
January 
2025 

The Financial Express 

(https://today.thefinanci
alexpress.com.bd/first-
page/nbr-cuts-revenue-
target-to-tk-463t-
1737917788) 

 

03 Foreign fund receipts in H1 down to $3.53b 

All donors ramp down both loans and grants 

Foreign-aid disbursement to Bangladesh dropped at US$3.53 billion in the first half of the current fiscal year as all 

its development partners ramped down bankrolling its uplift recipe, official statistics show. Of the amount received 

in the July-December period, $3.26 billion came as loans and $270.64 million as grants, according to the 

provisional data available with the Economic Relations Division (ERD). 

The country received $4.06 billion in the period of the last fiscal year, which reflects a 13.08-percent decline in the 

inflow of foreign resources, with an actual drop of $531.38 million. 

The ERD published its monthly report on disbursement of foreign resources on Sunday which also found a 67.11-

percent drop in new commitment of funding by the development partners. 

27 
January 
2025 

The Financial Express 

(https://today.thefinanci
alexpress.com.bd/first-
page/foreign-fund-
receipts-in-h1-down-to-
353b-1737917655) 

 

04 Business leaders want 15 months for deferred LC payments 
Leaders of the Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI), the country's apex trade 
body, have urged the central bank to extend the repayment period for deferred letters of credit (LCs) liabilities 
from six months to 15 months. They made the demand during a meeting between a FBCCI delegation and 
Bangladesh Bank Governor Ahsan H Mansur yesterday. At the same time, they recommended controlling 
inflation, stablising interest rates, maintaining normal flow of dollar supply, and policy support for involuntary 
defaulters. 

27 
January 
2025 

The Business Standard 
(TBS) 
(https://www.tbsnews.
net/economy/business-
leaders-want-15-
months-deferred-lc-
payments-1053446) 
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05 ব্যব্সায়ীদের আস্থা ফেরাদে করনীতের ধারাব্াতিকো েরকার 

করনীতি যখন-িখন পতরবিতন করলে তবতনল োগকোরীরো সঠিকভোলব পতরকল্পনো করলি পোলরন নো। িোই করনীতির 

ধোরোবোতিকিো বজো  রোখো উতিি। এলি বযবসো ীলের আস্থো তিলর আসলব। আজ সসোমবোর জোিী  রোজস্ব সবোর্ত (এনতবআর) 

সংস্কোর তনল  এক আলেোিনো সভো  বক্তোরো এসব কথো বলেন। েয ইনতিঠিউি অব িোিতোর্ত অযোকোউনিযোন্টস অব বোংেোলেশ 

(আইতসএতব) ও ইলকোনতমক তরলপোিতোস ত সিোরোম (ইআরএি) সযৌথভোলব এ আলেোিনো সভোর আল োজন কলরলে। কোরও োন 

বোজোলরর আইতসএতব ভবলন এই সভো ি ।  

অনুষ্ঠোলন এনতবআর সংস্কোলর সরকোর গঠিি পরোমশ তক কতমঠির সেসয ও সোলবক এনতবআর সি োরমযোন নোতসরউদ্দিন আিলমে 

বলেন, অথ ততবলের মোধযলম প্রতিবের করনীতির নোনো রকম পতরবিতন ি । তকন্তু এভোলব পতরবিতন করো যোলব নো। নীতির 

ধোরোবোতিকিো রোখলি িলব। কতমঠি এমন সুপোতরশ করলব। 

27 
January 
2025 

Prothom Alo 

(https://www.prothom
alo.com/business/econ
omics/ayawmql453) 

 

06 গ্যাদসর োম ব্াড়াদে ফ াশাক ও ব্স্ত্র খাদে খরচ ব্াড়দব্ ১৮ িাজার ফকাটি িাকা 

তশল্প খোলি গযোলসর েোম বোড়োলনোর আশঙ্কো  উলেগ প্রকোশ কলরলেন তিতর সপোশোক ও বস্ত্র খোলির বযবসো ীরো। িোাঁরো বলেন, 

গযোলসর েোম আবোর বোড়োলনো িলে সপোশোক ও বস্ত্র তশল্প খোলির কযোপঠিভ তবেুযৎলকন্দ্রগুলেোলি বেলর অতিতরক্ত প্রো  ১৮ িোজোর 

সকোঠি িোকো বয  িলব। েীর্ ত সম োলে এর সনতিবোিক প্রভোব পড়লব সেলশর অথ তনীতিলি। সম্প্রতি তবেুযৎ, জ্বোেোতন ও খতনজসম্পে 

মন্ত্রণোেল র উপলেষ্টো মুিোম্মে িোওজেু কতবর খোলনর কোলে সেখো এক তিঠিলি এমন আশঙ্কোর কথো জোনোন বযবসো ীরো। 

তিঠিলি স্বোক্ষর কলরন বোংেোলেশ সপোশোক উৎপোেক ও রপ্তোতনকোরক সতমতির (তবদ্দজএমইএ) প্রশোসক সমো. আলনো োর সিোলসন, 

বোংেোলেশ তনিও যোর মযোনুিযোকিোরোস ত অযোন্ড এক্সলপোিতোস ত অযোলসোতসল শলনর (তবলকএমইএ) সভোপতি সমোিোম্মে িোলিম, 

বোংেোলেশ সিক্সিোইে তমেস অযোলসোতসল শলনর (তবঠিএমএ) সভোপতি শওকি আদ্দজজ ও বোংেোলেশ সিতর িোওল ে অযোন্ড 

তেলনন মযোনুিযোকিোরোস ত অযোন্ড এক্সলপোিতোস ত অযোলসোতসল শলনর (তবঠিঠিএেএমইএ) সি োরমযোন সিোলসন সমিমুে। 

27 
January 
2025 

Prothom Alo 

(https://www.prothom
alo.com/business/indus
try/kaw7lu8whj) 

 

07 গ্ে অর্ থব্ছদর তব্দেতশ তব্তনদয়াদগ্র ২৯ শোাংশই এদসদছ ইত দজদে 

সব তলশষ ২০২৩–২৪ অথ তবেলর সেলশর সমোি তবলেতশ তবতনল োলগর (এিতর্আই) ২৯ শিোংশই এলসলে রপ্তোতন প্রদ্দি োকরণ অঞ্চে 

বো ইতপলজলর্। আর গি অথ তবেলর সমোি রপ্তোতন আল র ১৬ শিোংশ এলসলে ইতপলজর্ সথলক। বোংেোলেশ রপ্তোতন প্রদ্দি োকরণ 

এেোকো কিত তপক্ষ (সবপজো) আল োদ্দজি এক সংবোে সলম্মেলন আজ সসোমবোর প্রতিষ্ঠোনঠির কম তকিতোরো এ িথয জোতনল লেন। 

রোজধোনীর তিন সরোলর্র সবপজো কোয তোেল  এ সংবোে সলম্মেলনর আল োজন করো ি ।  

অনুষ্ঠোলন সবপজোর তনব তোিী সি োরমযোন সমজর সজনোলরে আবুে কোেোম সমোিোম্মে দ্দজ োউর রিমোন জোনোন, তবতিক ও সেলশর 

অভযন্তরীণ নোনো কোরলণ গি ে  মোলস ইতপলজর্গুলেোলি তবতনল োলগর পতরমোণ প্রো  ২২ শিোংশ কলম সগলে। িলব তবতনল োগ 

কমলেও রপ্তোতন সবলড়লে। এ সমল  ইতপলজলর্র রপ্তোতন সবলড়লে ২২ শিোংলশর সবতশ। 

27 
January 
2025 

Prothom Alo 

(https://www.prothom
alo.com/business/indus
try/49dhz2wvug) 

 

08 EU eager to sign CPCA with BD 

The European Union has conveyed its interest in signing Comprehensive Partnership and Cooperation Agreement 

(CPCA) with Bangladesh, as the interim government is updating country's trade and economic relations. European 

Commission President Ursula von der Leyen has written to Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus on the bloc's 

eagerness about the proposed deal-making, said officials in Dhaka.  

They also want to continue ongoing collaboration with Bangladesh and explore new avenues to build partnerships, 

through inking the agreement, said a spokesperson for the Press Wing of the CA on Monday.  

28 
January 
2025 

The Financial Express 

(https://today.thefinanci
alexpress.com.bd/first-
page/eu-eager-to-sign-
cpca-with-bd-
1738000730) 
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09 
 

Import tightening, inflation fallouts 
Top ten tax-contributing items fail revenue targets 

 

Import-revenue collection from top ten tax-contributing items declined 10 per cent in the first half of the FY 2025 

compared with that of the corresponding period of the previous fiscal, casting pressure on the public exchequer, 

officials said. From the ten items, the National Board of Revenue collected Tk 121.65 billion worth of revenue in 

the July-December period against Tk 135.50 billion in the corresponding period of last year, customs data revealed. 

Economists say the decline reflects a slowdown in overall economic activities, including in agriculture, 

transportation, power production and so. With the decline, the government received Tk 13.85 billion less in 

revenue alone from those items that include high-speed diesel, furnace oil, sugar, cement clinker, coal, bitumen and 

palm oil. 

28 
January 
2025 

The Financial Express 

(https://today.thefinanci
alexpress.com.bd/first-
page/top-ten-tax-
contributing-items-fail-
revenue-targets-
1738000696) 

 

10 China second biggest investor in Bepza zones after Bangladesh 
Chinese investment in all eight export processing zones (EPZs) of the Bangladesh Export Processing Zones 
Authority (Bepza) and its economic zone in Chattogram is only exceeded by domestic investment, show 
documents of the government agency. So far, companies from a total of 38 countries have invested in the Bepza 
EPZs. Bangladesh ranks first in terms of investment, with 148 of its local companies having vested interests in 
these industrial enclaves. China holds the second position as 108 of its companies have invested in EPZs, while 
South Korea follows with 62 companies.  
The number of foreign firms invested in local EPZs also includes 30 from Japan, 19 from India, 19 from the UK, 17 
from the US, 10 from Canada, seven from Sri Lanka, and six from the Netherlands. 

28 
January 
2025 

The Daily Star 

(https://www.thedailys
tar.net/business/econo
my/news/china-second-
biggest-investor-bepza-
zones-after-bangladesh-
3810101) 

 

https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/first-page/top-ten-tax-contributing-items-fail-revenue-targets-1738000696
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/first-page/top-ten-tax-contributing-items-fail-revenue-targets-1738000696
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/first-page/top-ten-tax-contributing-items-fail-revenue-targets-1738000696
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/first-page/top-ten-tax-contributing-items-fail-revenue-targets-1738000696
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/first-page/top-ten-tax-contributing-items-fail-revenue-targets-1738000696
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/first-page/top-ten-tax-contributing-items-fail-revenue-targets-1738000696
https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/china-second-biggest-investor-bepza-zones-after-bangladesh-3810101
https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/china-second-biggest-investor-bepza-zones-after-bangladesh-3810101
https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/china-second-biggest-investor-bepza-zones-after-bangladesh-3810101
https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/china-second-biggest-investor-bepza-zones-after-bangladesh-3810101
https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/china-second-biggest-investor-bepza-zones-after-bangladesh-3810101
https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/china-second-biggest-investor-bepza-zones-after-bangladesh-3810101


Page 4 of 11 

 

Sl. No. News / Events 
 

Date Source Remarks 

11 Abandoned gas-field infrastructure 

Potential offshore Sangu platform lies idle 

 

Bangladesh's maiden offshore hydrocarbon platform worth around US$300 million lies long idle since the 

dereliction of Sangu gas field over a decade ago despite its potential for using as a facility to re-gasify liquefied 

gases.  

Sources say the facility with subsea pipeline and an onshore processing unit has been laid to waste for government 

negligence, while private companies making the most out of domestic gas shortages and import of liquid gases. 

29 
January 
2025 

The Financial Express 

(https://today.thefinanci
alexpress.com.bd/first-
page/potential-offshore-
sangu-platform-lies-idle-
1738088222) 

 

12 Unskilled workers still dominate manpower exports 

Unskilled migrants continue to dominate the manpower export in the country despite an overall decline in the 

sector. Experts have attributed this negative trend to a lack of vocational education and language skills, among 

other limitations. The Bureau of Manpower, Employment and Training (BMET) has categorised migrant workers 

into four skill levels: professionals, skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled workers.  

Doctors, engineers, architects, teachers, accountants, computer operators, pharmacists, nurses, foremen, diploma 

engineers, paramedics and salespeople are considered professionals while mechanics, welders, porters, electricians, 

painters, cooks, drivers, plumbers, garment workers and certified caregivers are skilled workers. On the other hand, 

farmers, gardeners and those working as assistant in garments and shops are considered semi-skilled workers and 

cleaners, domestic workers and menial workers are unskilled workers.  

Bangladesh primarily participates in the semi-skilled and unskilled labour market. In 2024, 4.59 per cent of those 

who migrated abroad for work were professionals, 23.62 per cent were skilled, 17.56 per cent were semi-skilled 

and 54.23 per cent were unskilled.  

29 
January 
2025 

The Financial Express 

(https://today.thefinanci
alexpress.com.bd/last-
page/unskilled-workers-
still-dominate-
manpower-exports-
1738088650) 

 

https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/first-page/potential-offshore-sangu-platform-lies-idle-1738088222
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/first-page/potential-offshore-sangu-platform-lies-idle-1738088222
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/first-page/potential-offshore-sangu-platform-lies-idle-1738088222
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/first-page/potential-offshore-sangu-platform-lies-idle-1738088222
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/first-page/potential-offshore-sangu-platform-lies-idle-1738088222
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/last-page/unskilled-workers-still-dominate-manpower-exports-1738088650
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/last-page/unskilled-workers-still-dominate-manpower-exports-1738088650
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/last-page/unskilled-workers-still-dominate-manpower-exports-1738088650
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/last-page/unskilled-workers-still-dominate-manpower-exports-1738088650
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/last-page/unskilled-workers-still-dominate-manpower-exports-1738088650
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/last-page/unskilled-workers-still-dominate-manpower-exports-1738088650


Page 5 of 11 

 

Sl. No. News / Events 
 

Date Source Remarks 

13 Bangladesh may lose 4.8% of working hours to heat stress by 2030: study 
Bangladesh is projected to lose 4.8 percent of its working hours due to heat stress by 2030 if adequate and timely 
adaptation measures are not taken, according to a study. Besides, rising sea levels are expected to submerge 
about 17 percent of the country's land and displace about 20 million people by 2050, said the study on "Just 
Climate Transitions in Bangladesh". 

29 
January 
2025 

The Daily Star 

(https://www.thedailys
tar.net/business/econo
my/news/bangladesh-
may-lose-48-working-
hours-heat-stress-2030-
study-3810936) 

 

14 তেজজিাে ফেনদেদন প্রদ ােনার সু াতরশ 

সেলশ তর্দ্দজিোে অথ তনীতি সবগবোন িলে নো। এই নো িও োর বড় কোরণ নগে সেনলেলনর প্রোধোনয। নগে সেনলেন এখলনো 

সেলশর সেনলেন জগলির ‘রোজো’। িলব সম  এলসলে এ নগে সেনলেনলক তনরুৎসোতিি করোর। কোরণ, সেনলেলনর মোধযম 

তিলসলব সমোবোইলে আতথ তক সসবো (এমএিএস) ও তর্দ্দজিোে সেনলেনই িলব ভতবষযৎ। সেনলেলন তর্দ্দজিোে মোধযম সবতশ বযবিোর 

কলর িীন, ভোরি ইতিমলধয িো প্রমোণ কলরলে। অথি সেলশ এমন সব নীতিমোেো তিতর কলর রোখো িল লে, সিতর্ি কোর্ত তনলি 

সগলেই আ কর তরিোলন তর কতপ েোতখে করলি ি । আবোর নগে সেনলেলনর বেলে মোনুষ সয তর্দ্দজিোে সেনলেন বো এমএিএস 

বযবিোলর উৎসোিী িলব, িোর জনয সকোলনো প্রলণোেনোও সনই।  

গিকোে বুধবোর প্রথম আলেো আল োদ্দজি ‘তর্দ্দজিোে সেনলেলনর িযোলেঞ্জ ও সম্ভোবনো: পতরলপ্রতক্ষি ভযোি বতদ্দি’ শীষ তক 

সগোেলিতবে তবিলক বক্তোরো এ কথোগুলেো বলেন। রোজধোনীর কোরও োন বোজোলর প্রথম আলেো কোয তোেল  অনুঠষ্ঠি এ তবিলক 

অতিতথ তেলেন বোংেোলেশ বযোংলকর গভন তর আিসোন এইি মনসুর ও জোিী  রোজস্ব সবোলর্তর (এনতবআর) সি োরমযোন সমো. 

আবেুর রিমোন খোন। প্রথম আলেোর সির্ অব অনেোইন শওকি সিোলসন পুলরো আলেোিনো সঞ্চোেনো কলরন। আলেোিনো  অংশ 

তনল  বযবসো ী, তশলল্পোলেযোক্তোরো বলেন, সোমলন ঈেুে তিির। এ সম  সোমলন সরলখ তবতভন্ন ধরলনর বযবসো বোলড়। এ সম  ভযোি 

বোড়োলনো িলে িোলি সব খোলির বযবসো কম-সবতশ ক্ষতিিস্ত িলব। এ কোরলণ ঈলের আগপয তন্ত ভযোি বোড়োলনোর তসিোন্ত নো 

সনও োর আহ্বোন জোনোন িোাঁরো। 

30 
January 
2025 

Prothom Alo 

(https://www.prothom
alo.com/business/econ
omics/cnp6h93b36) 

 

15 BB forms panel to bail out sick businesses 

The central bank has constituted a five-member committee to select industries and business entities, which were 

badly affected by reasons beyond their control, before providing policy support for their revival. The committee 

will design the nature of support to borrowers with outstanding loans exceeding Tk 500 million, as they were hit 

hard by Covid-19, Russia-Ukraine war, external factors, floods and uncertainty over mass uprising. 

In fact, the special regulatory move comes four days after a delegation of the country's apex trade body -- the 

Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) -- placed such a demand while meeting 

with Bangladesh Bank (BB) governor Dr Ahsan H Mansur. 

BB spokesperson Husne Ara Sikha says the selection committee comprises five members, including Mezbaul 

Haque, executive director of offsite supervision department, as convener, Dr Delwar Hossain, joint secretary of 

Financial Institutions Division, economist Mamun Rashid and business representative Abdul Haque from Haq's 

Bay as members, and Shahriar, director of Banking Regulation and Policy Department, as member secretary. 

About the timeframe, she adds, there is no fixed deadline for the committee to complete its task. However, the 

members are entitled to a maximum of two remunerations per month for attending meetings. 

31 
January 
2025 

The Financial Express 

(https://today.thefinanci
alexpress.com.bd/last-
page/bb-forms-panel-to-
bail-out-sick-businesses-
1738262045?date=31-01-
2025) 

 

https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/bangladesh-may-lose-48-working-hours-heat-stress-2030-study-3810936
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https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/bangladesh-may-lose-48-working-hours-heat-stress-2030-study-3810936
https://www.prothomalo.com/business/economics/cnp6h93b36
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https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/last-page/bb-forms-panel-to-bail-out-sick-businesses-1738262045?date=31-01-2025
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/last-page/bb-forms-panel-to-bail-out-sick-businesses-1738262045?date=31-01-2025
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/last-page/bb-forms-panel-to-bail-out-sick-businesses-1738262045?date=31-01-2025
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/last-page/bb-forms-panel-to-bail-out-sick-businesses-1738262045?date=31-01-2025
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16 সদব্েদন ফ াশাকতশদে ছয় মাদসর মােৃত্বকােীন ছুটি চান শ্রতমকদনোরা 

সলবিলন ে  মোলসর মোিতত্বকোেীন েুঠি, সযৌন তনপীড়নতবলরোধী নীতি ও প্রকত ি সের্ ইউতন লনর অতধকোর তনদ্দিলির েোতবলি আজ 

শুিবোর রোজধোনীর জোিী  সপ্রসক্লোলবর সোমলন শ্রতমক সমোলবশ কলরলে বোংেোলেশ গোলম তন্ট শ্রতমক সংিতির সকন্দ্রী  কতমঠি। 

এক তবজ্ঞতপ্তলি সংগিনঠি এই িথয জোতনল লে। সবেো ১১িো  অনুঠষ্ঠি এই সমোলবশ প্রধোন অতিতথ তেলেন শ্রম সংস্কোর কতমশলনর 

প্রধোন তস ে সুেিোন উিীন আিলমে। বক্তবয সেন শ্রতমক সংিতির সভোপ্রধোন িোসতেমো আখিোর, জোিোঙ্গীরনগর 

তবিতবেযোেল র তশক্ষক িোসোন আশরোি, শ্রতমকলনিো তমজোনুর রতিম সিৌধুরী, অঞ্জন েোস, নুরুে ইসেোম প্রমুখ।  

সমোলবলশ প্রধোন অতিতথর বক্তলবয তস ে সুেিোন উিীন আিলমে বলেন তবষমযিীন বোংেোলেশ প্রতিষ্ঠো  প্রকত ি শ্রম সংস্কোর ও 

গণিোন্ত্রতক শ্রম আইলনর তবকল্প সনই। সোরো েুতন োর মলিো বোংেোলেলশও প্রকি আ ববষময শ্রতমকলের েুেতশোর প্রধোন কোরণ। 

শ্রতমকলের ময তোেোপূণ ত মজতুর, সের্ ইউতন ন অতধকোর এবং শ্রতমলকর মঙ্গে তনদ্দিলি কতমশন সুপোতরশ তিতরর কোজ করলে। শ্রম 

সংস্কোর প্রস্তোবনো যোলি বোস্তবো ন ি , সসই তবষল  সবোইলক ঐকযবি িল  কোজ করোর আহ্বোন জোনোন তিতন। 

31 
January 
2025 

Prothom Alo 

(https://www.prothom
alo.com/business/indus
try/8uqgyileci) 

 

17 Many businesses limp for lack of working capital 

 

Umpteen economic units and businesses, especially CMSMEs, across Bangladesh struggle to run for massive 

capital shortfalls as one-third of them have no access to easy loans, according to official statistics. Some 34.41 per 

cent of the economic units across the country cannot access easy loan from any commercial banks and financial 

institutions, the Bangladesh Economic Census 2024 shows. A total of 85.84 per cent of economic units or 

businesses suffer capital shortfall for expanding their business and economic activities, says the census report 

presented by Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS). 

Meanwhile, in a truncated growth, Bangladesh's economic units have expanded tremendously over the last 11 years 

mostly in services sector, far outstripping expansion of manufacturing sector. Analysts say if the cottage, micro, 

small and medium enterprises (CMSMEs) are not formalised and not facilitated for getting loan and capital 

support, only small services units would not help Bangladesh become a higher-middle-income economy. 

01 
February 
2025 

The Financial Express 

(https://today.thefinanci
alexpress.com.bd/first-
page/many-businesses-
limp-for-lack-of-working-
capital-
1738346574?date=01-02-
2025) 

 

https://www.prothomalo.com/business/industry/8uqgyileci
https://www.prothomalo.com/business/industry/8uqgyileci
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18 Fuel import uncertain for payment arrears 

Power outages feared in oncoming summer 

Govt agency owes electricity producers Tk 160b now 

The growing uncertainty over fuel import and payment of arrears to private power plants have raised the spectre of 

load shedding across Bangladesh in the upcoming Ramadan and subsequent summer, sector-insiders say. Unlike in 

the previous year, different areas across the country already have been experiencing load shedding, although not 

severely, during the ongoing winter, they point out. With the holy month of Ramadan only less than a month away 

and peak irrigation season approaching, the clients fear severe outages in the coming summer if the power plants 

remain idle then. 

Officials have said the state-run Bangladesh Power Development Board (BPDB) has struggled to make payment to 

the power-plant owners over the past two years since the start of local currency's devaluation following the 

outbreak of Russia-Ukraine war in February 2022. The financial situation of BPDB has only worsened since then 

with its payment backlog to different clients rising to around Tk 400 billion until November 2024. The power 

board currently owes around Tk 160 billion to different power producers, of which Tk 100 billion is payable to 

furnace oil-fired plants alone and Tk 60 billion to other plant owners. 

02 
February 
2025 

The Financial Express 

(https://today.thefinanci
alexpress.com.bd/first-
page/power-outages-
feared-in-oncoming-
summer-
1738429366?date=02-02-
2025) 

 

19 Jan remittance down 17pc 

The figure rose 3.4pc YoY 

Remittances sent by expatriate Bangladeshis in January of the current fiscal year dropped by more than 17 per cent 

to $2.19 billion compared to December 2024. However, year-on-year, the figure increased by 3.4 per cent, 

according to data released by the Bangladesh Bank on Sunday. Despite the monthly decline, remittance inflows 

during the first seven months of FY25 surged by more than 23 per cent compared to the same period in the 

previous fiscal year.  

The Bangladesh Bank's analysis highlighted that remittance inflows typically rise at the end of a fiscal year (June) 

and the end of a calendar year (December). Remittances see a significant boost during major religious festivals and 

special occasions. 

03 
February 
2025 

The Financial Express 

(https://today.thefinanci
alexpress.com.bd/first-
page/jan-remittance-
down-17pc-1738519807) 

 

20 BD still holds top position in ship-breaking 

Scrap ship import was 23.53 pc less in 2024 than the preceding year 

Bangladesh maintained its position as the world's top ship-breaking destination in 2024 despite a fall in imports of 

scrapped vessels compared to 2023. The country imported 130 scrapped ships last year which was 23.53 per cent 

less than 170 ships imported in the preceding year 2023, according to data from the NGO Ship-breaking Platform 

(NSP) -- an NGO advocating for safe and ethical ship dismantling. 

However, industry insiders claimed that imports of ship witnessed significant decline both in number and in 

tonnage due to letter-of-credit (L/C)-opening issues thanks to the US dollar crisis and other related ones. They also 

noted that total tonnage of imported ships fell hinting at a shift towards smaller vessels. 

04 
February 
2025 

The Financial Express 

(https://today.thefinanci
alexpress.com.bd/last-
page/bd-still-holds-top-
position-in-ship-breaking-
1738609653) 
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21 Exports grow 11.68pc in Jul-Jan, FY25 

 
Bangladesh's merchandise-export earnings posted an 11.68-percent growth to US$28.97 billion during the first 

seven months of the current fiscal year, with a January downturn.  

However, a leading exporter sees a silver lining over emergent global 'trade wars' following a regime change in the 

economic superpower-the United States.  

04 
February 
2025 

The Financial Express 

(https://today.thefinanci
alexpress.com.bd/last-
page/exports-grow-
1168pc-in-jul-jan-fy25-
1738609613) 

 

22 ১৫ শোাংশ শ্রতমক চাইদেই ফেে ইউতনয়ন করা যাদব্ 

সকোলনো কোরখোনোর ১৫ শিোংশ শ্রতমক একমি িলেই সসখোলন সের্ ইউতন ন গিন করো যোলব। এমন তবধোন যুক্ত কলর শ্রম 

আইন সংলশোধন করো িলে। বিতমোন আইলন সের্ ইউতন ন করোর সক্ষলে ২০ শিোংশ শ্রতমলকর সম্মতির তবধোন রল লে। 

সংতিষ্ট সূলে জোনো সগলে, সংলশোতধি শ্রম আইলন সংলযোজন, তবল োজন ও নিুন তমতেল  শিোতধক ধোরো  পতরবিতন আসলে। এর 

মলধয তকেু ধোরো নিুন কলর যুক্ত িলে, তকেু বোে সেও ো িলে। আর তকেু ধোরো সংলশোধন করো িলে। এসব তবষল  একমি 

িল লে শ্রম আইন সংলশোধলন গঠিি দ্দেপক্ষী  পরোমশ ত পতরষে (ঠিতসতস)।  

সরকোলরর পক্ষ সথলক ১৫ শিোংশ শ্রতমলকর সম্মতির কথো বেো িলেও শ্রতমক সংগিনগুলেো িো  ২০ জন শ্রতমলকর সম্মতিলি 

সের্ ইউতন ন করোর অতধকোর। আর আন্তজতোতিক শ্রম সংস্থো (আইএেও) িো  সের্ ইউতন ন করোর সক্ষলে সকোলনো 

সুতনতেতষ্টসংখযক শ্রতমলকর সম্মতির তবধোন নো থোকুক। 

04 
February 
2025 

Prothom Alo 

(https://www.prothom
alo.com/business/indus
try/6ldsqc80d0) 
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23 January inflation slips below double-digit level to 9.94pc 
Cheap winter veg tames overall rate, food inflation yet high on pricey staples 

 

Overall inflation dropped to 9.94 per cent in January as cheaper winter vegetables tamed its rate but food inflation 

yet stayed high pushed by pricey staples. A decline of approximately 1.0-percentage point from the December rate 

took the overall inflation down double-digit level last month, BBS revealed Tuesday. 

This happens to be the first time in three months that inflation edged down to a single-digit level. The last time it 

was below 10 per cent was in September when it stood at 9.92 percent, according to data produced by the national 

statistical organisation. 

05 
February 
2025 

The Financial Express 

(https://today.thefinanci
alexpress.com.bd/first-
page/january-inflation-
slips-below-double-digit-
level-to-994pc-
1738694170) 

 

24 ব্াদজি তনদয় ব্যব্সায়ীদের কাদছ প্রস্তাব্–সু াতরশ চাইে এনতব্আর 

আগোমী ২০২৫–২৬ অথ তবেলরর জোিী  বোলজলি আ কর–সম্পতকতি তবতভন্ন আইন ও তবতধ সংলশোধন, সংলযোজন বো 

পতরবিতলনর জনয সেলশর তবতভন্ন খোলির বযবসো ী প্রতিতনতধলের কোে সথলক প্রস্তোব ও সুপোতরশ আহ্বোন কলরলে জোিী  রোজস্ব 

সবোর্ত (এনতবআর)। 

তবতভন্ন সিম্বোর ও অযোলসোতসল শলনর কোলে গি সসোমবোর পোঠিল  িোলের প্রস্তোব ও সুপোতরশ সিল লে এনতবআর। সংস্থোঠি জোনো , 

রোজস্ব আিরলণর অভযন্তরীণ উৎস তিলসলব আ করসি অনযোনয প্রিযক্ষ কর জোিী  অথ তনীতিলি তবলশষ ভূতমকো রোখলে। 

প্রিযক্ষ করবযবস্থোলক আরও যুলগোপলযোগী ও অংশীেোরত্বমূেক করোর েলক্ষয ২০২৫–২৬ অথ তবেলরর বোলজি প্রণ লনর কোজ 

ইতিমলধয শুরু িল লে। তিঠিলি বেো ি , রোজস্ব আেো  কোয তিলম বযবসো ী প্রতিতনতধলের প্রলিষ্টোলক এনতবআর অিযন্ত 

গুরুলত্বর সলঙ্গ তবলবিনো কলর। এ জনয বযবসো ীলের বোস্তব অতভজ্ঞিোর আলেোলক আ করসি অনযোনয প্রিযক্ষ করসংিোন্ত 

আইন ও তবতধর ওপর সুতিতন্তি মিোমি, প্রস্তোব ও সুপোতরশ আহ্বোন করো িল লে। 

06 
February 
2025 

Prothom Alo 

(https://www.prothom
alo.com/business/econ
omics/jytblk45p9) 
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25 Small traders urge govt to address key issues for smooth business 

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) held a view-exchange meeting with small traders at the DCCI 

Gulshan Office on Thursday. Small traders have urged the government to address issues like the latest hike in VAT 

and taxes, law and order, customs, traffic jam, high price of dollar and trade license renewal fees for the betterment 

of the country's economy. They also expressed their dissatisfaction over the delay in LC adjustment, unstable dollar 

value, high rate of interest on bank loans, harassment in payment of VAT, complexity of trade license renewal 

process and high fees. They hoped that the government would look into these matters so that small traders or 

shopkeepers could do their businesses smoothly. 

They made the observations at a view-exchange meeting organised by Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

(DCCI) at the DCCI Gulshan Office on Thursday. Office bearers and members from different market and bazaar 

associations of Gulshan, Mohakhali, Banani and Badda areas attended this interactive meeting. 

07 
February 
2025 

The Financial Express 

(https://today.thefinanci
alexpress.com.bd/trade-
market/small-traders-
urge-govt-to-address-key-
issues-for-smooth-
business-
1738863710?date=07-02-
2025) 

 

26 
 

Private sector credit growth slowest since at least 2015 
Private sector credit growth decelerated to its slowest pace in at least 11 years due to uncertainty in the 
investment environment following the recent political changeover. In December last year, credit flow to private 
firms grew 7.28 percent, the lowest growth since at least 2015, according to data of the Bangladesh Bank. The 
flow of credit to the private sector increased 7.66 percent in November. 

07 
February 
2025 

The Daily Star 

(https://www.thedailys
tar.net/business/news/
private-sector-credit-
growth-slowest-least-
2015-3818166) 

 

27 New investments in start-ups dip 43pc 

New investments in local start-ups declined significantly in 2024 compared to the previous year mainly due to 

political turmoil, economic uncertainties, and changing global trends, according to a report. The volume of new 

funding fell by around 43 per cent to $41.3 million last year from $72.0 million in 2023, said the report titled 

"Bangladesh Start-up Investments Report 2024: Year in Review" and published recently by management 

consulting firm LightCastle Partners. 

The company compiled the data with inputs from all stakeholders, including the state-run venture capital company 

Startup Bangladesh Limited. The report said global venture funding continued its downward trend in 2024 over 

hikes in interest rates, geopolitical uncertainties, and cautious sentiments of investors. In tandem with the global 

investment trends, Southeast Asia reflected similar patterns, with a preference for late-stage funding and 

established start-ups, it said.  

08 
February 
2025 

The Financial Express 

(https://today.thefinanci
alexpress.com.bd/last-
page/new-investments-
in-start-ups-dip-43pc-
1738954135) 

 

28 NBR to fully operationalise bond automation this month to boost trade efficiency 
The National Board of Revenue (NBR) is set to fully operationalise its bond automation system this month, aiming 
to enhance efficiency, transparency, and accountability in the country's trade operations. NBR officials say the 
revenue authority was prepared to roll out the system last month but postponed the launch due to a lack of 
readiness among businesses. "Due to insufficient preparation from the business community, we have deferred 
the process by a month," NBR Chairman Md Abdur Rahman Khan said recently. 

08 
February 
2025 

The Business Standard 
(TBS) 
(https://www.tbsnews.
net/economy/nbr-fully-
operationalise-bond-
automation-month-
boost-trade-efficiency-
1064111) 
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29 E-commerce companies 

More than 85pc fail to earn certification 
Complex provisions blamed 

A total of 1,458 digital businesses have been registered under Digital Business Identification (DBID) in the last 

three years since its inception in 2021, according to DBID statistics. On the other hand, more than 85 per cent of e-

commerce companies that submitted applications for digital business identity certification failed to get it due to 

'complex provisions' set by the authorities concerned. 

Since 2022, the DBID platform has so far received 10,218 applications, but only 1458 business firms have become 

successful in getting it, which is only 14.76 per cent, according to the Registrar of Joint Stock Companies and 

Firms (RJSC) that is hosting the platform. On February 6, 2022, the then commerce minister launched the DBID 

system, which aims to unify the fragmented businesses in Bangladesh. The platform focuses on enabling 

organisations, local and foreign business entities, micro merchants and financial institutions to register their 

businesses digitally and receive a unique BID. 

09 
February 
2025 

The Financial Express 

(https://today.thefinanci
alexpress.com.bd/last-
page/more-than-85pc-
fail-to-earn-certification-
1739039607) 

 

30 Japanese economic zone now looks to attract foreign investors 
The Bangladesh Special Economic Zone, also known as the Japanese Economic Zone, in Araihazar of Narayanganj, 
is now targeting foreign direct investment (FDI), especially from export-oriented companies. "We are now 
focusing on attracting FDI from companies that will export their products, as this will make Bangladesh a more 
attractive destination for FDI," Taro Kawachi, managing director of the Zone, told The Business Standard. Singer 
Bangladesh Ltd has already started production in the zone, manufacturing 1,000 units of refrigerators and 
televisions per day.  
The multinational electronics and home appliance company has invested $78 million in the factory, which 
occupies 33.4 acres of land. Lion Kallol Limited, a major Japanese consumer goods company, is set to begin 
production in March or April. Several other companies are also expected to start construction on their factories 
within the next few months. Several foreign companies in sectors such as chemicals, food, home appliances, and 
construction materials have expressed interest in investing in the zone for export purposes. 

09 
February 
2025 

The Business Standard 
(TBS) 
(https://www.tbsnews.
net/economy/japanese-
economic-zone-now-
looks-attract-foreign-
investors-1064156) 
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