Summary of Business News - 91

Important Trade and Economic News Published in Various Newspapers during 23 Nov. — 08 Dec. 2025

Sl. No. News / Events Date Source Remarks

01 Inordinate project time, cost escalations for naught 23 Nov. The Financial Express
Now IMED finds Savar leather park faultlines 2025 .(httDS=//t0dav.thefiflanc
Bangladesh misses huge forex for failing to qualify for high-value western market following project fiasco lalexpress.tfom.bd_/ first-
A government watchdog has dug out an epitome of operational, environmental, and governance "failures" in a vital page/now-imed-finds-

. . : , . " . savar-leather-park-

project that continue to undermine Bangladesh's leather sector and its global competitiveness, thereby causing the faultlines.
country to rni.ss_ rpillions in foreign exchang.e: Qn such a discovery of fiascos, the Implem_entation_ Monitoring and 1763833029?date=23-
Evaluation Division (IMED) has strongly criticized the performance of the Leather Industrial Park in Savar. 11-2025)
The project, executed at 5.34 times its original budget and 6.17 times the planned timeline, failed to bring the
Central Effluent Treatment Plant (CETP) up to international standards and could not even comply with the
government's own Department of Environment requirements, according to an IMED inspection report. The CETP's
inadequate capacity is preventing industrial units from obtaining Leather Working Group (LWGQG) certification,
forcing them to export products to low-cost markets like China instead of 50-60-percent higher-value markets in
the European Union, the USA, Australia, Russia, and other countries, according to the report.
Experts and industry insiders say despite global -standard infrastructure, a large number of leather factories have
yet to receive LWG certificate, which leads to an annual loss of over $500 million in Bangladesh. The inability to
achieve LWG certification has not only eroded Bangladesh's foreign-exchange earnings but also tarnished the
country's reputation as a reliable supplier of environmentally compliant leather products, they add.
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03 Income tax return filing deadline now Dec 31 24 Nov. The Financial Ex‘pres.s
The National Board of Revenue (NBR) has extended the deadline for individual taxpayers to submit their income- | 2025 (https://today.thefinanci

tax returns for the tax year 2025-26.

The new deadline is now set for December 31, providing taxpayers an additional month to file their returns. The
original deadline was scheduled to expire on November 30.

The NBR issued a special order on Sunday, announcing the extension.

alexpress.com.bd/first-
page/income-tax-return-
filing-deadline-now-dec-
31-1763921696?date=24-
11-2025)
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04 | Economic activities subdued amid political uncertainty, MCCI says 24 Nov. | TheDaily Star
’ ] o ] . . o 2025 (https://www.thedailyst
Bangladesh's overall economic activities have remained subdued in the aftermath of political uncertainties, ar.net/business/news/e
leading to weaker demand and reduced investment, even though several sectors recorded improvements owing conomic-activities-
L . e " - . subdued-amid-political-
to easing inflation and greater stability in the forex market. "Bangladesh Bank's tight monetary and fiscal stance, uncertainty-mcci-says-
in place since August last year, has further dampened domestic demand," said the Metropolitan Chamber of 4042551)
Commerce and Industry (MCCI) in its review of the economic situation during the July—September quarter of the
fiscal year (FY) 2025-26.
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06 BB introduces B2B2C framework to expand exports 25 Nov. The Financial Express
2025 (https://today.thefinanc

The Bangladesh Bank (BB) has taken a major policy step to expand the country's export channels by allowing
shipments under a Business-to-Business-to-Consumer (B2B2C) framework, officials said. To facilitate exports
from Bangladesh, the central bank has decided that authorised dealer (AD) banks may allow their exporter-
customers to execute exports under the B2B2C framework for sales to ultimate buyers through globally recognised
online platforms or marketplaces, according to a notification issued on Monday.

Under the notification, AD banks may now facilitate exports from Bangladesh where the overseas consignee is not
the final buyer but acts as an intermediary, such as a global platform, marketplace, or third-party warehouse. To
execute exports under this framework, exporters must provide AD banks with documented proof of their
registration on globally recognised online platforms or warehouses, officials said. As traditional sales contracts are
typically absent in B2B2C structures, exporters may declare the value of shipments based on proforma invoices.
Officials added that AD banks are allowed to accept shipping documents prepared in the name of the consignee
providing warehousing or other facilitating services.
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07 62m Bangladeshis vulnerable, risk sliding back into poverty: WB 26 Nov. The Financial Express
Warns BD's growth pattern has become less inclusive in recent years 2025 .(httDS!//todav.thefifianc
Bangladesh's 62 million people -- half of the non-poor population -- are now at risk of falling back into poverty as ialexpress.com.bd/first-
progress in reducing poverty faces its toughest period since 2016, the World Bank (WB) said on Tuesday. Some 21 %is-
million pgople remai‘n poor ig %025, while another 62 million s‘it .jus.t above the poverty line with weak mk- sliding-
consumption, low savings, and limited safety nets, the global lender said in its new assessment. back-into-poverty-wb-
The World Bank unveiled the report titled "Bangladesh Poverty and Equity Assessment: Navigating the Road to 1764091348?date=26-
Prosperity" in Dhaka, where senior economists, development experts, and policymakers discussed shifting poverty 11-2025)
dynamics and the urgency of a renewed policy approach.

08 Dhaka world's 2nd-largest city with 36.6m population 27 Nov. The Financial Express
UN rankings by habitation concentration also predict BD capital to be most crowded by 2050 2025 (https://today.thefinanc
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Dhaka currently ranks world's second-largest city with population concentration of 36.6 million in a UN report and
stands to become the largest metropolis by 2050. One of the world's most crowded capitals, Dhaka leaps to second
from ninth position in the United Nation's World Urbanization Prospects 2025 report.

Released recently, the report reveals that in 2025, cities are abode of 45 per cent of the global population, while
towns host 36 per cent and vast rural areas only 19 per cent-evidently for rapid urbanization. This report presents
the results of the official United Nations estimates and projections of urbanization for 237 countries and areas of
the world and for over 12,000 urban settlements with 50,000 inhabitants or more in 2025. The data in this revision
are consistent with the total populations of countries and areas estimated and projected according to the medium
variant of the World Population Prospects 2024.
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09 Quantum leap of Tk 2.24t in just six months 27 Nov. The Financial Express
Banks’ NPL balloons to Tk 6.44t in Sept count 2025 (https://today.thefinanc
Aggregate NPL buildup nears 36pc of total outstanding loans ialexpress.com.bd/first-
Banks in Bangladesh gasp under a burden of bad loans as the aggregate volume makes a quantum leap by over Tk page/banks-npl- .
2.24 trillion in just six months to a record high until September. As per latest-available data until last September, ::":::li::tk'&mt-m'
with the fast rise in non-performing loans (NPLs), the outstanding of the classified loans in the country's banking _p—1764175140?date=27-
system balloons over Tk 6.44 trillion, accounting for 35.73 per cent of the entire loans worth Tk 18.04 trillion 11-2025)
disbursed by the commercial banks.
In fact, the burden of NPLs in banks has more than doubled in just a year as the figure was Tk 2.85 trillion until
September 2024 and the ratio 16.93 per cent.
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11 Energy issues weigh heavy on private sector 30 Nov. The Financial Express
The private sector is facing a deepening crisis as persistent gas shortages and repeated energy price hikes have | 2025 _(https‘/ / today.thefinanc
slashed output up to a half in key industries, sparking concerns over economic growth, employment, and |aIexpress.cor.n.bd/ first-

. . . . . .. . page/energy-issues-

competitiveness of Bangladesh's manufacturing base, economists and industrialists warned. The caution came weigh-heavv-on-
during a policy dissemination event titled "Bangladesh Industrial Energy Efficiency Policy: A Draft for Sustainable private-sector-
Progress," jointly organised by the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) and the South Asian 17644368752?date=30-
Network on Economic Modeling (SANEM) at the DCCI Auditorium on Saturday. 11-2025)
DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed said production in major sectors --including textiles, steel, and fertilisers --
declined by 30-50 per cent following a record 178 per cent surge in gas prices in FY2023-24, coupled with a
further 33 per cent hike recently imposed on the industrial sector. He added that the rising production costs driven
by these energy price increases compelled many small and medium enterprises (SMEs) to halt operations,
deepening the sector's vulnerabilities.

12 Private credit growth dips further to 6.23% in October 01 Dec. The Business
Private sector credit growth in Bangladesh has continued its downward trend, falling to its lowest point in four | 2025 Standard (TBS)

years in October 2025, according to Bangladesh Bank data. Central bank figures show that private sector credit
growth stood at 6.23% at the end of October this year, slightly down from 6.29% in September. A year earlier, in
October 2024, growth was recorded at 8.30%. Economists and bankers describe the persistent slump as a cause for
concern. According to them, the decline is mainly due to the fall in new investment since August last year.

(https://www.tbsnews.
net/economy/private-
credit-growth-dips-
further-623-october-
1299746)
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13

GROWTH-CENTRIC ECONOMIC POLICY APPROACH BACKFIRES
1.4m manufacturing jobs lost in a decade

Survey shows productive-sector expansion-job generation mismatch

MANUFACTURING AND EMPLOYMENT
SNAPSHOT (2013-2023)

Average annual
economic growth

10% T

Manufacturing
jobs lost

1.4m

RMG sector
growth rate

9.8%

annually

Youth
unemployment:
More than double
the national rate

15 years ago
300,000

ANNUAL
GRADUATE
OUTPUT

10% from
NU colleges

Today
450,000 '

Annual overseas
migrant workers:
1.2m (90-95%
secondary-school
graduates)

RMG SECTOR PRODUCTIVITY
2013 220 workers S$1m output
2024 94 workers S1m output

Bangladesh's productive sector has seen an impressive average annual growth rate of 10 per cent over a decade,
spanning 2013-2023, but failed to translate into a corresponding rise in employment. In fact, the manufacturing
sector has shed 1.4 million jobs during this period. Economists are now urging the government to shift away from a
purely growth-centric approach and adopt policies that prioritise job creation, according to new findings released
Sunday by Research and Policy Integration for Development (RAPID).

The study shows that although both export-oriented garment and domestic manufacturing industries continued to
expand in value, employment in the sector declined steadily-confirming a clear pattern of jobless growth.

01 Dec.
2025

The Financial Express
(https://today.thefinanc

ialexpress.com.bd/first-
page/14m-
manufacturing-jobs-
lost-in-a-decade-
1764527691?date=01-
12-2025)

14

Private credit growth dips further to 6.23% in October

Private sector credit growth in Bangladesh has continued its downward trend, falling to its lowest point in four
years in October 2025, according to Bangladesh Bank data. Central bank figures show that private sector credit
growth stood at 6.23% at the end of October this year, slightly down from 6.29% in September. A year earlier, in
October 2024, growth was recorded at 8.30%. Economists and bankers describe the persistent slump as a cause for
concern. According to them, the decline is mainly due to the fall in new investment since August last year.

01 Dec.
2025

The Business
Standard (TBS)
(https://www.tbsnews.
net/economy/private-
credit-growth-dips-
further-623-october-
1299746)

Page 5 of 9



https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/first-page/14m-manufacturing-jobs-lost-in-a-decade-1764527691?date=01-12-2025
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/first-page/14m-manufacturing-jobs-lost-in-a-decade-1764527691?date=01-12-2025
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/first-page/14m-manufacturing-jobs-lost-in-a-decade-1764527691?date=01-12-2025
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/first-page/14m-manufacturing-jobs-lost-in-a-decade-1764527691?date=01-12-2025
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/first-page/14m-manufacturing-jobs-lost-in-a-decade-1764527691?date=01-12-2025
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/first-page/14m-manufacturing-jobs-lost-in-a-decade-1764527691?date=01-12-2025
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/first-page/14m-manufacturing-jobs-lost-in-a-decade-1764527691?date=01-12-2025
https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/private-credit-growth-dips-further-623-october-1299746
https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/private-credit-growth-dips-further-623-october-1299746
https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/private-credit-growth-dips-further-623-october-1299746
https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/private-credit-growth-dips-further-623-october-1299746
https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/private-credit-growth-dips-further-623-october-1299746

Sl. No. News / Events Date Source Remarks

15 Remittance hits 6-month high in Nov 02 Dec. The Financial Express
Bangladesh continues to enjoy a remarkable growth in remittance inflows with November receipt recording | 2025 (https://today.thefinanc
US$2.89 billion as the peak remittance-earning season starts. With the latest monthly count, the economy of over |alex7:e::i.tctor:.bv_i}{ift|rf;:
$460 billion sees over 31-percent growth year on year as the country bagged $2.20 billion in the corresponding ];Taog:th?high-?n-c:ov- >
perioq of last. year. The surge in remittance eamings offers a mu(?h-needed respite for thg economy that looks for 17646135822date=02-
boosting foreign exchange reserves to meet various macroeconomic challenges in the coming days. 12-2025)
According to Bangladesh Bank (BB), the country's central bank, Bangladeshi expatriates sent $2.89 billion in the
just-concluded month, which is the third-largest monthly inflow on record. Compared with $2.57 billion in October
2025, the November inflow was $326 million higher.

16 | FIaEer gy o gfafie Sitsarat st Rfatss&et 03 Dec. :’mthc;/m Alo

]< https://www.prothom

GHERQIE! g IROIQIR MBI Tt 8 Rigg &y STRIR Ao HAGT AN E (&Qﬂf‘\ﬁf‘\vf) 2025 alo.com/business/indus
TAEAME PERI T @RI RS JIRaaey fge Seivd F90 A-E 93 @ T try/8usOpe3ddy)
97 2fodd @ Ree [Faw ARE 5@ 93 S IBIMET oF@ @ 5y B3 FU sifqceed
RfT@eIR ¢ @ort (J=F)! offt Jecd, Ao TqEmd e g ewgsd s goie T4t IfF 3@
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17 Bangladesh plans PayPal integration to boost SME market access 04 Dec. The Daily Star )
Bangladesh is moving to integrate international payment systems such as PayPal to expand global market access | 2025 (httpi://blw‘,”w'“/‘e‘ia"ﬁt
for small entrepreneurs and modernise the cottage and small industries sector through stronger digital ::;I(;desl:‘s_':;;ss_r;‘y;al_
connectivity, said Bangladesh Bank Governor Ahsan H Mansur yesterday. "We have already removed regulatory integration-boost-sme-
barriers. SMEs should be able to receive payments seamlessly through platforms like PayPal," he said while market-access-4049661)
addressing the Annual Conference and Workshop 2025 at the Bangladesh Small and Cottage Industries
Corporation (BSCIC) headquarters in Dhaka.

18 | BTRC to introduce separate SIM series for loT, M2M devices 05Dec. | TheDaily Star
The Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory Commission (BTRC) has decided to introduce a separate SIM | 2025 (https://www.thedailyst

numbering series for Internet of Things (IoT) and Machine-to-Machine (M2M) devices to manage the country's
rapidly growing network of smart gadgets and sensors. These devices communicate with each other and the
internet without human intervention. The move is aimed at handling the rising flow of data and preparing
Bangladesh for the next phase of digital transformation.

ar.net/business/news/b
trc-introduce-separate-
sim-series-iot-m2m-
devices-4050931)
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19 | RMG slump drags down Nov exports 5.58pc 05 Dec. | The Financial Express

2025 (https://today.thefinanc
ialexpress.com.bd/first-
BANGLADESH EXPORT TREND e page/rmg-slump-drags-
Export in billion USD 2025 down-nov-exports-
o 382[° 403392 38056, A3 3sz 412 389 F1’324;-70685?date=05-
] Il o | 12.2025)
| ‘ | | £
o Aug ! Sept ! oct ' Nov £
Bangladesh's single-month merchandise export earnings in November 2025 declined for the fourth consecutive
month on a year-on-year basis, registering a 5.58 per cent fall compared to the same month in 2024. The fall was
caused by a negative growth of readymade garment (RMG) exports, the country's largest foreign currency earner.

20 Business leaders urge relief from high interest, AIT 05 Dec. The Financial Express
Business leaders urge the government to grant relief from excessively high bank interest as they find current | 2025 .(https:// today.thefinanc
borrowing costs as an unbearable burden for industries already weakened by rising operational expenses. They also ialexpress.com.bd/first-

. . . . \ page/business-leaders-
seek exemptions from advance income tax (AIT), describing the National Board of Revenue's Tax Deducted at urge-relief-from-high-
Source (TDS) as a form of "tax terrorism" that squeezes businesses irrespective of profit or loss. interest-ait-

Such concerns were raised Thursday at a dialogue organised at the headquarters of Bangladesh Investment 17648705022date=05-
Development Authority (BIDA) in Agargaon, Dhaka. More than a hundred business leaders and industrialists from 12-2025)

different sectors participated in discussion.

Besides fiscal reforms, participants demand uninterrupted gas supply to factories, strengthened law and order,

faster regulatory approvals, better management of Dhaka's chronic traffic congestion and improved airport

operations. Several business leaders also called for deferring Bangladesh's LDC graduation by at least three years,

arguing that the economy is not yet prepared for the heightened global competition that will ensue.

21 | STOCK-LISTED FIRMS, MNCS FEEL PROFITABILITY CRUNCH 05 Dec. | The Financial Express
Corporates’ profit drop dents govt’s tax revenues 2025 (https://today.thefinanc

Collection of corporate taxes from large taxpayers has declined for a fall in their business profitability for factors
like high-rated interest, rising costs and falling purchasing capacity for inflation, sources say. Corporate insiders
say their ability to pay taxes squeezing as profit margins have been going down owing to high bank interest and
increased cost of doing business. Capital-market data show most of the listed firms saw profits fall in last January-
March period. Earnings dropped by 25 per cent for reasons like rising costs and erosion in people's purchasing
power. Listed multinational firms also reported earnings loss, by 28 per cent year on year until September 2025.
The gap between target and collection of corporate- income taxes came to Tk 66.58 billion in the fiscal year 2024-
25 in a rise from Tk 48.48 billion in FY24, Tk 31.42 billion in FY23 and Tk 38.23 billion in FY22.

ialexpress.com.bd/first-
page/corporates-profit-
drop-dents-govts-tax-
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22 Money-market tidying, IMF lending terms compliance 06 Dec. The Financial Express
Regular liquidity feeding to banks stops, call money market vibrant 2025 fhttDS=//t°daV-thefiflanC
BB finally discards Assured Liquidity Support to cash-strapped PD banks lalexpress.com..bd./ f_'rSt'
Bangladesh Bank finally discards a major regular liquidity-feeding instrument for primary dealer (PD) banks, eight page/regular-liquidity-

L . . , feeding-to-banks-stops-

months after the decision made to tidy the money market under a reform recipe. As part of the central bank's

.. . . . . . . , call-money-market-
decision to bring vibrancy in the interbank spot market through lessening commercial banks' dependence on the BB vibrant-
funding windows, the banking regulator discontinues the Assured Liquidity Support (ALS) facility from this 17649577992date=06-
month. Officials concerned at the BB say the central bank introduced this liquidity-feeding window only for the PD 12-2025)
banks in 2008 as they have the underwriting obligation to devolve any unsubscribed bidding in the auctions of
government securities (G-Sec).
As the PD banks have not been going through any devolvement over a period of more than three financial years
(FYs), the continuation of ALS would be "irrational and have a detrimental effect on ensuring a level playing field
for all banks", they observe. Moreover, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) was critical about the continuation
of the facility for the 24 PD banks during this non-devolvement regime and suggested the government abolish it
under terms binding the Fund's $5.50-billion lending package to stabilise the country's macroeconomic situation.

23 | Bangladesh’s economy may have expanded slowly in November: PMI 07 Dec. Lhe 3}’1‘"\! Sthaz |
Bangladesh's Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI) slipped in November, falling by 7.8 points from October to 54.0, | 2025 Lt‘;":;in;’"s‘s"’lﬁgtw‘:(;';r‘,’;fj{.ﬁs
reflecting slower expansion across all major sectors. The PMl is a forward-looking indicator used globally to gauge L‘;ecﬂ"ﬁm

panded-slowly-november-
economic direction. A reading above 50 indicates expansion, while a reading below 50 indicates contraction. pmi-4052716)

24 Inflation up for food-price rises 08 Dec. The Financial Express
Pricier key consumer items drive Nov count to 8.29pc 2025 (https://today.thefinanc
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Inflation edges up in Bangladesh as some pricier key consumer items drive November count to 8.29 per cent,
overshooting the central bank's 6.5-percent annual target for this fiscal year.

According to official data released Sunday, the month's reading was 0.12-percentage-point higher than October's,
driven by rising prices of several key commodities that include the staple--rice. However, despite the acceleration,
November's inflation remained well below the 11.38 per cent recorded in the same month a year before.

ialexpress.com.bd/first-
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25 Amendment to trade organisation rules 08 Dec. The Financial Express
Govt to finalise it today, business leaders raise concerns 2025 (https://today.thefinanc

Business leaders have expressed concern that the ongoing amendment to the rules governing trade organisations
may fail to ensure the emergence of proper business leadership for the country's economic development, despite
the government's year-long efforts to streamline the regulations. They have questioned the newly added provision
requiring a mandatory one-term break after serving two consecutive ones, warning that it could trigger a leadership
crisis in several organisations in the coming years that could further weaken institutional capacity.

Additionally, the proposal to elect the Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI)
president through direct voting may discourage competent leaders from participating in the election as the
condition could create bottlenecks for the aspirants, who have leadership qualities, because of their regular
business affairs. Business leaders have also suggested forming two separate federations - one for chambers and the
other for associations - arguing that during the previous regime, trade associations effectively became extended
affiliated bodies of the ruling party.
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