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Important Trade and Economic News Published in Various Newspapers during 05 - 18 January 2026

Sl. No. News / Events Date Source Remarks

01 Export on decline, deeper dip in Dec 05 Jan. The Financial Express
6-month count $23.9b, posts 2.19pc YoY fall 2026 (https://today.thefinanc
Bangladesh's merchandise exports have been on the decline for five consecutive months to December when the dip ialexpress.com.bd/first-
was the deepest at 14.25 per cent year on year in terms of earning. The sharp decline in December 2025, by official page/export-on-decline-
count, also put the overall export growth in negative territory during the first half or July-December period of the g;g;::;:ﬁ;:&dfc__ -
current fiscal year of 2025-26. The scale was weighed down by a negative growth in export of readymade garments 01-2026) “Cane=ty-
(RMGQG)--the country's largest foreign-currency earner--alongside declines in agricultural products and several non- =
traditional export sectors.

Bangladesh received U$3.96 billion from exports last month, which was $4.62 billion in December 2024,
according to the Export Promotion Bureau (EPB) data released Sunday. Exports started witnessing year-on-year
negative growth in August 2025 when the country recorded a 2.93-percent fall. This was followed by a decline of
4.61 per cent, 7.43 per cent and 5.58 per cent in September, October and November, respectively.

Of the total December earnings, RMG fetched $3.23 billion, logging a 14.23-percent negative growth compared to
that in the same month of 2024, the EPB data revealed.

The overall exports, however, stood at $23.99 billion during the July-December period of FY26, reflecting 2.19-
percent year-on-year negative growth. Bangladesh earned $24.53 billion in the first half of the fiscal year 2024-25.

02 Inflation rises further as prices spike 06 Jan. The Financial Express
December rate 8.49pc in rise from November's 8.29pc 2026 (https://today.thefinanc
Inflation rises further with December rate up at 8.49 per cent on a point- to-point basis in an apparent defiance of ialexp.ress.c.om.l?d/first-
central bank's bid to lower persistently elevated price growth in a weakening investment scenario. The overall page/inflation-rises-
inflation stood at 8.49 per cent last month, edging up from 8.29 per cent in November last, according to BBS count. ;‘;':;g;?;éggse:'s_p(;ze'
The Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics released Monday its statistics that show inflation on account of both food and 01-2026) “Cane=ty-
nonfood prices accelerated during the month under review. The food inflation was recorded at 7.71 per cent while =
non-food inflation at 9.13 per cent.
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05 Forex reserves to stay over $32b even after ACU payments 08 Jan. The Financial Express
Bangladesh's treasury won't feel dollar stress even after settling import- payment obligations to the Asian Clearing | 2026 (https://today.thefinanc
Union (ACU) member- countries as gross foreign-exchange reserves are yet expected to stay over US$32 billion. ialexpress.com.bd/first-
The latest payment of $1.5 billion is scheduled to be remitted to the ACU headquarters in Tehran today (Thursday), page/forex-reserves-to-
officials said Wednesday. S:av'm'er'?’Zb'eve"'

As per the union's existing provisions, outstanding import bills and interest thereof are to be paid by member- i;:;:oc: ‘;zgz‘ﬂi:i&
countries every two months. After the payment for the November-December 2025 period, the country's gross forex 01-2026) o
reserves are estimated to stand over $32-billion mark Thursday, little down from $33.78 billion on the previous -

working day. The reserves stood at $33.71 billion Tuesday.

06 NBR unveils automated online VAT refund system 08 Jan. The Financial Express
The National Board of Revenue (NBR) on Wednesday launched an automated online Value- Added Tax (VAT) | 2026 (https://today.thefinanc
refund system, allowing refunds to be transferred directly in taxpayers' bank accounts, a move considered ending ia'e"press-mm;bd/ last-
long-standing delays and harassment in the refund process, reports BSS. NBR Chairman Md Abdur Rahman Khan w
formally inaugurated the system by transferring Tk 4.59 million (45.35 lakh) in VAT refunds to the bank accounts auftomated'onl'"e'vat'
of three taxpayers from three Dhaka-based VAT commissionerates through the electronic platform. % te=08-
Speaking at the launching event at the NBR conference room at its revenue Bhaban in the capital's Agargaon, the 01-2026) :

NBR chairman said the authority initially replicated the existing manual refund procedure into an electronic format -
to ensure continuity, with plans to further simplify the process through legal and regulatory amendments if needed.

07 Export cash incentives to continue till June 2026 09 Jan. The Financial Express
The government will continue to provide cash incentive facilities for exporters for an additional six months in | 2026 (https://today.thefinanc

order to support them during ongoing global economic challenges. According to a notification issued by the
Finance Division of the Ministry of Finance on Wednesday, the government has extended export cash incentive
facilities until June 30, 2026, as part of a long-standing policy measure. Exporters will still be able to receive cash
incentives at the current rates for shipments made during this extended period, as the facility was originally set to
expire on December 31, 2025.

The extension comes at a time when Bangladesh's exporters are facing subdued global demand, higher production
and logistics costs, and stricter compliance requirements in major markets such as the European Union and the
United States.
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08 BTCL increases internet speed by five times 11 Jan. The Daily Star
Bangladesh Telecommunications Company Limited (BTCL) has announced a major upgrade to its internet | 2026 (https://www.thedailys
services, increasing speeds by up to five times across its existing packages while keeping monthly prices far-“et/"e_ws/bt5|'
unchanged. The move aims to improve digital services by allowing users to enjoy significantly faster connectivity increases-internet-
at the same cost, the state-owned telecom operator said in a press release today. Under the new offer, BTCL has i‘(mw
rebranded its “Sulav” series as the “Sashroyi” series to reflect the enhanced value of the packages. —
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10 Regulator directs bankers for time-bound action 12 Jan. The Financial Express
Help struggling businesses with policy concessions promptly, slash NPLs 2026 (https://today.thefinanc
Given until March for downsizing classified loans below 25pc ialexpress.com.bd/first-
Bankers are now given until next March to downsize the classified-loan buildups in the banking sector below 25 page/help-struggling-
per cent through prompt delivery of government policy concessions for struggling businesses. The central bank businesses-with-policy-
made the directive to top executives in the country's all commercial banks for such time-bound action at a special concessions-promptly-
bankers' conclave Sunday at the Bangladesh Bank headquarters, according to meeting insiders. While spelling out slash-npls-
the firman, the Bangladesh Bank governor, Dr Ahsan H. Mansur, also appreciated the bankers' efforts in bringing 1768150946?date=12-
down non-performing loan (NPL) loads below 31 per cent until December last banking on various regulatory 01-2026)
interventions like policy support and partial write-off facilities from the September count of 35.73 per cent.

11 Apex Tannery to set up own ETP at cost of Tk12cr 14 Jan. The Business
Apex Tannery, a listed leather goods manufacturer, has decided to set up an in-house effluent treatment plant | 2026 Standard (TBS)
(ETP) at a cost of Tk12 crore to meet regulatory requirements and comply with the environmental standards (https://www.tbsnews.
demanded by international buyers. The company made the decision at a recent board meeting and disclosed it net/economy/stocks/ap
through the Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE) website. Although Apex Tannery had earlier obtained approval to fexl'lta","e“,"iet'ets' |
establish its own ETP at its factory premises in the Bangladesh Small and Cottage Industries Corporation Savar b?; Z‘:\;':f;:d‘:?;i_'o"a -
Leather Industrial Estate, it is now moving forward with the investment. —y—1333741)

12 JUL-DEC PERIOD OF FY2026 15 Jan. The Financial Express
ADP implementation hits 20-yvear low at 17.54pc¢ 2026 (https://today.thefinanc

Down from 17.97pc in same period last FY

Bangladesh's Annual Development Programme (ADP) implementation has hit a 20-year low, with government
agencies spending only 17.54 per cent of the total allocation in the first half (Jul-Dec) of the current fiscal year,
officials said. Even during the same period last FY2025, the ADP implementation rate was slightly higher at 17.97
per cent, though it had reached 22-24 per cent in the three years prior, the Implementation Monitoring and
Evaluation Division (IMED) data showed on Wednesday.

IMED officials highlighted a concerning trend of slow development spending, attributing it to ongoing political
uncertainty, slow procurement processes, and administrative disruptions.
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13 Economic growth may slow to 4.6pc this FY 15 Jan. The Financial Express
WB downgrades earlier projection, but predicts pickup to 6.1pc for FY27 2026 (https://today.thefinanc
Bangladesh economy may expand at a rate of 4.6 per cent in the current fiscal year in a further 0.3-percentage- ialexpress.corr.\.bd/ first-
point fall from the level predicted in June 2025, says the World Bank in an update. With this downgrading, the :f::_ﬁ f:&?g:;’::_‘::’:_"
global development financier cut the country's economic-growth forecast for a second time in seven months on fy-
several grounds. The growth arithmetic is contained in WB's Global Economic Prospect (GEP) report unveiled 17684129492date=15-
Wednesday, from its headquarters in Washington, DC. 01-2026)

In the previous forecast last June, the Washington-based global lender had forecast 4.9-percent gross domestic
product (GDP) growth for the country this fiscal. In October 2025, the WB in another report titled 'Bangladesh
Development Update' projected that Bangladesh might grow at a 4.8-percent rate for FY2026.

14 Contractionary monetary policy under critical scrutiny as inflation bites 15 Jan. The Financial Express
Liquidity feeding, irregular subsidised credit injection into market still continue 2026 (https://today.thefinanc
Businesses feel unease and inflation frowns while some liquidity-squeezing moves have been in place for months. ia'e"p’ess-m“?-bd/ first-
The central bank, however, claims its contractionary monetary policy still looks accommodative in current context. w
Officials and money-market analysts say the monetary policy is contractionary in terms of value due to higher monetary-palicy under-

. o - ; critical-scrutiny-as-

policy rate but it is very much accommodative as far as the volume is concerned. inflation-bites-
Apart from the regular liquidity-feeding instruments of the Bangladesh Bank (BB), the flow of subsidised credits 17684126262date=15-
or money injection through irregular arrangements keep rising on the market, which is contradictory to the spirit of 01-2026)
contractionary monetary-policy stance taken for holding inflation in check. As a matter of fact, the BB-guided tight
monetary policy is not transmitting into the money market properly and not being able to contain the inflationary
pressure at the expected level, which ultimately hurts common people through curtailing their purchasing power.
After the changeover in state power following the 2024 July-August mass uprising that toppled the Sheikh Hasina
government, eminent economist Dr Ahsan H. Mansur took the central bank leadership and enhanced policy rate in
quick successions by 150 basis points to 10 per cent from 8.50 per cent on October 22, 2024 to contain higher
inflationary pressure as part of contractionary monetary policy. The banking regulator still continues on the policy
stance despite criticism from the business circles as the rate of inflation has yet to be brought down to the targeted
level of 7.0 per cent.
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Sl. No. News / Events Date Source Remarks

16 Regulator defends Bank Company Act amendment 16 Jan. The Financial Express
Amendment to massively change bank board formation 2026 (https://today.thefinanc
Bangladesh Bank governor Dr Ahsan H. Mansur has said the proposed legal changes are vital for enforcing jalexpress.com.bd/first-
governance in the banking sector through management streamlining, and expects government approval shortly. The page/restoring-
proposed amendment to the existing Bank Company Act passed through the ministry concerned, he told journalists macroeconomic-
Thursday, on a note of optimism that it might get government's seal of approval within this month. "It's now under stability-rests-on-
the government consideration. We expect the government will take decision regarding the matter within this revenue-policy-upgrade-
month," the BB governor told the reporters in an emergency press briefing meant to dispel any confusion. 1768588161?date=17-
Once the amendment is passed, he said, there will be some massive change in terms of formation of bank board. 01-2026)
"Some quarters might not like it but the proposed changes in the existing Bank Company Act are needed to ensure
good governance in the financial sector," he said.
According to the draft, the number of directors will be reduced. Family directorship in the banks will be curtailed
to two in place of five and their tenure will be three years in each of two terms.
Now a family director can stay on the bank board twelve years in a row, according to the latest Bank Company Act
amended in 2023.

17 | MULTI-STAKEHOLDER REFORM TASKFORCE RINGS ALERT 17 Jan. The Financial Express
Restoring macroeconomic stability rests on revenue policy upgrade 2026 (https://today.thefinanc
A time-bound structural and policy rejig of the revenue system is imperative for restoring and sustaining ialexpress.com.bd/first-
Bangladesh's macroeconomic stability as insufficient domestic resources upend government plans and generate page/restoring-
overall volatility. To this end, a multi-stakeholder taskforce on revenue reform is likely to recommend that the macroeconomic-
government complete major tax-policy reforms in near and midterms within next five years, beginning under the stability-rests-on-
current interim government and finishing under the upcoming elected one. revenue-policy-upgrade-
The 'National Taskforce on Tax Restructuring', formed in October last following the political regime change, in 17685881617date=17-
order to review the country's revenue framework, is scheduled to submit its report by January 31, 2026, in line with 01-2026)
its mandate. The taskforce will focus on structural adjustments and development of the overall tax framework to
help Bangladesh achieve its fiscal goals.
Talking to The Financial Express, Dr Zaidi Sattar, who heads the taskforce, said the report would place strong
emphasis on revenue-policy reforms aimed at removing longstanding bottlenecks to trade and investment.
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