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Summary of Business News – 93 

Important Trade and Economic News Published in Various Newspapers during 05 - 18 January 2026 
 
Sl. No. News / Events 

 
Date Source Remarks 

01 Export on decline, deeper dip in Dec 
6-month count $23.9b, posts 2.19pc YoY fall 

Bangladesh's merchandise exports have been on the decline for five consecutive months to December when the dip 
was the deepest at 14.25 per cent year on year in terms of earning. The sharp decline in December 2025, by official 
count, also put the overall export growth in negative territory during the first half or July-December period of the 
current fiscal year of 2025-26. The scale was weighed down by a negative growth in export of readymade garments 
(RMG)--the country's largest foreign-currency earner--alongside declines in agricultural products and several non-
traditional export sectors. 
Bangladesh received U$3.96 billion from exports last month, which was $4.62 billion in December 2024, 
according to the Export Promotion Bureau (EPB) data released Sunday. Exports started witnessing year-on-year 
negative growth in August 2025 when the country recorded a 2.93-percent fall. This was followed by a decline of 
4.61 per cent, 7.43 per cent and 5.58 per cent in September, October and November, respectively.  
Of the total December earnings, RMG fetched $3.23 billion, logging a 14.23-percent negative growth compared to 
that in the same month of 2024, the EPB data revealed. 
The overall exports, however, stood at $23.99 billion during the July-December period of FY26, reflecting 2.19-
percent year-on-year negative growth. Bangladesh earned $24.53 billion in the first half of the fiscal year 2024-25. 

05 Jan. 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc
ialexpress.com.bd/first-
page/export-on-decline-
deeper-dip-in-dec-
1767548416?date=05-
01-2026) 

 

02 Inflation rises further as prices spike 
December rate 8.49pc in rise from November's 8.29pc 

Inflation rises further with December rate up at 8.49 per cent on a point- to-point basis in an apparent defiance of 
central bank's bid to lower persistently elevated price growth in a weakening investment scenario. The overall 
inflation stood at 8.49 per cent last month, edging up from 8.29 per cent in November last, according to BBS count. 
The Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics released Monday its statistics that show inflation on account of both food and 
nonfood prices accelerated during the month under review. The food inflation was recorded at 7.71 per cent while 
non-food inflation at 9.13 per cent. 

06 Jan. 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc
ialexpress.com.bd/first-
page/inflation-rises-
further-as-prices-spike-
1767633022?date=06-
01-2026) 

 

03 পিএমআই সূচক: পিসসম্বসে পিম মাণ খাসেে সংসকাচি, অর্ মিীপেসে গপে পকছুটা বেসেসছ 

গত মাসে অর্ থাৎ ২০২৫ োসের শেষ মাে ডিসেম্বসর শেসের ডিম থাণ খাত েংকুডিত হসেসে। এ োড়া শেসের প্রধাি ডতিটা খাসতর 

েম্প্রোরণ হসেসে। োমডিকভাসে গত িসভম্বসরর তুেিাে ডিসেম্বসর শেসের প্রধাি িারটট খাসতর েম্প্রোরণ হসেসে। ডিসেম্বর মাসে 

শেসের পারসিজ ং মযাসি াে থ ইিসিসের (ডপএমআই) মাি ডেে ৫৪ েেডমক ২, যা িসভম্বর মাসে ডেে ৫৪। অর্ থাৎ োমডিকভাসে 

শেসের অর্ থিীডত েম্প্রোরসণর ধারাে আসে, যডেও এ হার শতমি একটা শেডে িে। শেসের অর্ থিীডতর প্রধাি িারটট খাত, অর্ থাৎ কৃডষ, 

উৎপােি, ডিম থাণ ও শেো খাত ডিসে প্রডত মাসে এই ডপএমআই ইিসিে প্রকাে করা হসে। এই েূিসকর মাি ৫০-এর ওপসর র্াকসে 

শোঝা যাে শয শেই খাসতর েম্প্রোরণ হসেসে। মাি ৫০-এর ডিসি র্াকসে ধসর শিওো হে, শেই খাসতর েংসকািি হসেসে। 

07 Jan. 
2026 

Prothom Alo 
(https://www.prothom
alo.com/business/econ
omics/phsbmh5u28) 
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Date Source Remarks 

04 পেপিপিসেি আসোসি ভােসে কসমসছ োংলাসেপি িণয েপ্তাপি 

ভারসতর ডেডধডিসষসধ শেেটটসত োংোসেসের পণয রপ্তাডিসত শিডতোিক প্রভাে পড়সত শুরু কসরসে। িেডত অর্ থেেসরর প্রর্ম 

পাাঁি মাসে ( েুাই-িসভম্বর) ো ারটটসত োংোসেডে পসণযর রপ্তাডি কসমসে োসড় ৬ েতাংসের শেডে। এ েমসে শেেটটসত 

রপ্তাডি হওো োংোসেসের েীষ থ ডতি পণয—ততডর শপাোক, প্রজিো াত খােযপণয এেং পাট ও পাট াত পসণযর রপ্তাডি 

কসমসে। স্থেেন্দর েযেহার কসর োংোসেসের পণয রপ্তাডির শেসে িেডত েের ভারত ডতি েফাে ডেডধডিসষধ আসরাপ কসর। 

ডেডধডিসষধ আসরাসপর পসরর েু-ডতি মাে ভারসত োংোসেডে পসণযর রপ্তাডি োড়সেও গত শেসেম্বসর তা কমসত শুরু কসর। 

রপ্তাডি উন্নেি েুযসরার (ইডপডে) েে থসেষ তর্যািুযােী, িেডত অর্ থেেসরর পাাঁি মাসে ভারসত রপ্তাডি হসেসে ৭৬ শকাটট িোসরর 

পণয, গত অর্ থেেসরর একই েমসে যা ডেে ৮১ শকাটট িোসরর পণয, অর্ থাৎ রপ্তাডি কসমসে ৬ েেডমক ৬৮ েতাংে। 

07 Jan. 
2026 

Prothom Alo 
(https://www.prothom
alo.com/business/indus
try/wegy901m78) 

 

05 Forex reserves to stay over $32b even after ACU payments 
Bangladesh's treasury won't feel dollar stress even after settling import- payment obligations to the Asian Clearing 
Union (ACU) member- countries as gross foreign-exchange reserves are yet expected to stay over US$32 billion. 
The latest payment of $1.5 billion is scheduled to be remitted to the ACU headquarters in Tehran today (Thursday), 
officials said Wednesday. 
As per the union's existing provisions, outstanding import bills and interest thereof are to be paid by member-
countries every two months. After the payment for the November-December 2025 period, the country's gross forex 
reserves are estimated to stand over $32-billion mark Thursday, little down from $33.78 billion on the previous 
working day. The reserves stood at $33.71 billion Tuesday. 

08 Jan. 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc
ialexpress.com.bd/first-
page/forex-reserves-to-
stay-over-32b-even-
after-acu-payments-
1767806467?date=08-
01-2026) 

 

06 NBR unveils automated online VAT refund system 
The National Board of Revenue (NBR) on Wednesday launched an automated online Value- Added Tax (VAT) 
refund system, allowing refunds to be transferred directly in taxpayers' bank accounts, a move considered ending 
long-standing delays and harassment in the refund process, reports BSS. NBR Chairman Md Abdur Rahman Khan 
formally inaugurated the system by transferring Tk 4.59 million (45.35 lakh) in VAT refunds to the bank accounts 
of three taxpayers from three Dhaka-based VAT commissionerates through the electronic platform.  
Speaking at the launching event at the NBR conference room at its revenue Bhaban in the capital's Agargaon, the 
NBR chairman said the authority initially replicated the existing manual refund procedure into an electronic format 
to ensure continuity, with plans to further simplify the process through legal and regulatory amendments if needed. 

08 Jan. 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc
ialexpress.com.bd/last-
page/nbr-unveils-
automated-online-vat-
refund-system-
1767805031?date=08-
01-2026) 

 

07 Export cash incentives to continue till June 2026 
The government will continue to provide cash incentive facilities for exporters for an additional six months in 
order to support them during ongoing global economic challenges. According to a notification issued by the 
Finance Division of the Ministry of Finance on Wednesday, the government has extended export cash incentive 
facilities until June 30, 2026, as part of a long-standing policy measure. Exporters will still be able to receive cash 
incentives at the current rates for shipments made during this extended period, as the facility was originally set to 
expire on December 31, 2025. 
The extension comes at a time when Bangladesh's exporters are facing subdued global demand, higher production 
and logistics costs, and stricter compliance requirements in major markets such as the European Union and the 
United States. 

09 Jan. 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc
ialexpress.com.bd/trade
-market/export-cash-
incentives-to-continue-
till-june-2026-
1767889560?date=09-
01-2026) 
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08 BTCL increases internet speed by five times 
Bangladesh Telecommunications Company Limited (BTCL) has announced a major upgrade to its internet 
services, increasing speeds by up to five times across its existing packages while keeping monthly prices 
unchanged. The move aims to improve digital services by allowing users to enjoy significantly faster connectivity 
at the same cost, the state-owned telecom operator said in a press release today. Under the new offer, BTCL has 
rebranded its “Sulav” series as the “Sashroyi” series to reflect the enhanced value of the packages. 

11 Jan. 
2026 

The Daily Star  
(https://www.thedailys
tar.net/news/btcl-
increases-internet-
speed-five-times-
4078331) 

 

09 েপিণ এপিয়ায় োংলাসেসিে মূলযস্ফীপে সেসচসয় বেপি 
েডেণ এডেোর শেেগুসোর মসধয োংোসেসে েেসিসে শেডে মূেযস্ফীডত ডেরা মাি। েসে থাচ্চ মূেযস্ফীডতর ডেক শর্সক ২০২৫ 
োসে োংোসেে েীসষ থ ডেে। ২০২৬ োসেও োংোসেসে েসে থাচ্চ মূেযস্ফীডত র্াকসে।  াডতেংসের অর্ থিীডত ও োমাজ ক েম্পকথ 
ডেভাসগর এক প্রডতসেেসি এ ডিে উসে এসেসে। েম্প্রডত তেডিক অর্ থনিডতক পডরডস্থডত ও ২০২৬ োসের েম্ভােিা েীষ থক 
প্রডতসেেি প্রকাে করা হে। 

11 Jan. 
2026 

Prothom Alo 
(https://www.prothom
alo.com/business/econ
omics/thaiw73nsl) 

 

10 Regulator directs bankers for time-bound action 
Help struggling businesses with policy concessions promptly, slash NPLs 
Given until March for downsizing classified loans below 25pc 

Bankers are now given until next March to downsize the classified-loan buildups in the banking sector below 25 
per cent through prompt delivery of government policy concessions for struggling businesses. The central bank 
made the directive to top executives in the country's all commercial banks for such time-bound action at a special 
bankers' conclave Sunday at the Bangladesh Bank headquarters, according to meeting insiders. While spelling out 
the firman, the Bangladesh Bank governor, Dr Ahsan H. Mansur, also appreciated the bankers' efforts in bringing 
down non-performing loan (NPL) loads below 31 per cent until December last banking on various regulatory 
interventions like policy support and partial write-off facilities from the September count of 35.73 per cent. 

12 Jan. 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc
ialexpress.com.bd/first-
page/help-struggling-
businesses-with-policy-
concessions-promptly-
slash-npls-
1768150946?date=12-
01-2026) 

 

11 Apex Tannery to set up own ETP at cost of Tk12cr 
Apex Tannery, a listed leather goods manufacturer, has decided to set up an in-house effluent treatment plant 
(ETP) at a cost of Tk12 crore to meet regulatory requirements and comply with the environmental standards 
demanded by international buyers. The company made the decision at a recent board meeting and disclosed it 
through the Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE) website. Although Apex Tannery had earlier obtained approval to 
establish its own ETP at its factory premises in the Bangladesh Small and Cottage Industries Corporation Savar 
Leather Industrial Estate, it is now moving forward with the investment. 

14 Jan. 
2026 

The Business 
Standard (TBS)  
(https://www.tbsnews.
net/economy/stocks/ap
ex-tannery-set-etp-
following-international-
buyers-standards-
1333741) 

 

12 JUL-DEC PERIOD OF FY2026 
ADP implementation hits 20-year low at 17.54pc 
Down from 17.97pc in same period last FY 

Bangladesh's Annual Development Programme (ADP) implementation has hit a 20-year low, with government 
agencies spending only 17.54 per cent of the total allocation in the first half (Jul-Dec) of the current fiscal year, 
officials said. Even during the same period last FY2025, the ADP implementation rate was slightly higher at 17.97 
per cent, though it had reached 22-24 per cent in the three years prior, the Implementation Monitoring and 
Evaluation Division (IMED) data showed on Wednesday. 
IMED officials highlighted a concerning trend of slow development spending, attributing it to ongoing political 
uncertainty, slow procurement processes, and administrative disruptions. 

15 Jan. 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc
ialexpress.com.bd/last-
page/adp-
implementation-hits-20-
year-low-at-1754pc-
1768413350?date=15-
01-2026) 
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13 Economic growth may slow to 4.6pc this FY 
WB downgrades earlier projection, but predicts pickup to 6.1pc for FY27 

Bangladesh economy may expand at a rate of 4.6 per cent in the current fiscal year in a further 0.3-percentage-

point fall from the level predicted in June 2025, says the World Bank in an update. With this downgrading, the 

global development financier cut the country's economic-growth forecast for a second time in seven months on 

several grounds. The growth arithmetic is contained in WB's Global Economic Prospect (GEP) report unveiled 

Wednesday, from its headquarters in Washington, DC. 

In the previous forecast last June, the Washington-based global lender had forecast 4.9-percent gross domestic 

product (GDP) growth for the country this fiscal. In October 2025, the WB in another report titled 'Bangladesh 

Development Update' projected that Bangladesh might grow at a 4.8-percent rate for FY2026. 

15 Jan. 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc
ialexpress.com.bd/first-
page/economic-growth-
may-slow-to-46pc-this-
fy-
1768412949?date=15-
01-2026) 

 

14 Contractionary monetary policy under critical scrutiny as inflation bites 
Liquidity feeding, irregular subsidised credit injection into market still continue 

Businesses feel unease and inflation frowns while some liquidity-squeezing moves have been in place for months. 

The central bank, however, claims its contractionary monetary policy still looks accommodative in current context. 

Officials and money-market analysts say the monetary policy is contractionary in terms of value due to higher 

policy rate but it is very much accommodative as far as the volume is concerned. 

Apart from the regular liquidity-feeding instruments of the Bangladesh Bank (BB), the flow of subsidised credits 

or money injection through irregular arrangements keep rising on the market, which is contradictory to the spirit of 

contractionary monetary-policy stance taken for holding inflation in check. As a matter of fact, the BB-guided tight 

monetary policy is not transmitting into the money market properly and not being able to contain the inflationary 

pressure at the expected level, which ultimately hurts common people through curtailing their purchasing power. 

After the changeover in state power following the 2024 July-August mass uprising that toppled the Sheikh Hasina 

government, eminent economist Dr Ahsan H. Mansur took the central bank leadership and enhanced policy rate in 

quick successions by 150 basis points to 10 per cent from 8.50 per cent on October 22, 2024 to contain higher 

inflationary pressure as part of contractionary monetary policy. The banking regulator still continues on the policy 

stance despite criticism from the business circles as the rate of inflation has yet to be brought down to the targeted 

level of 7.0 per cent.  

15 Jan. 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc
ialexpress.com.bd/first-
page/contractionary-
monetary-policy-under-
critical-scrutiny-as-
inflation-bites-
1768412626?date=15-
01-2026) 

 

15 োংলাসেসিে মূল ঝ ুঁ পক অিোি ও অবেি অর্ মবিপেক েৎিেো: ওয়ার্ল্ম ইসকািপমক ব াোম 

অঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅ অঅ  অঅঅ - অ  অঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅ অ অঅঅ  অঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅঅঅ  অঅঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅ  অঅঅঅ  অঅঅ  অঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅঅঅঅ  অঅঅ  অঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅ  
অঅঅ  অঅ অ অঅঅঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅঅঅ  অঅঅঅঅ  অঅঅ  অঅঅঅ , অঅঅঅ  অঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅ অঅঅঅঅ অঅঅ অঅঅঅঅ  অ  অঅঅঅ  
অঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅঅ অ অঅঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅ  অঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅ  অঅঅঅঅ  অঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅঅ, অঅঅঅ  অঅঅঅ  
অঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅ অঅঅ অঅ- অঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅ , অঅঅঅ  অঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅ, অঅঅঅঅ অ  অঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅ  অঅঅঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅ- অঅঅঅঅঅ 
অঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅ  অঅঅঅঅঅঅ, অঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅ অঅঅ অঅঅ  অঅঅ অঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅ অ অঅঅঅ  অঅঅঅ  অঅঅঅ 
অঅ  অঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅ  অ  অঅঅঅঅ  অঅ  অঅঅঅঅ অ অঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅ  অঅঅঅঅ  অঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅ 
অঅঅঅঅঅঅঅ অ অঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅ , অঅঅঅঅ অঅ অঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅ  অঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅ  অঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅঅঅঅঅ অঅঅ  অঅঅঅঅ  অঅ —
অঅঅঅঅঅ , অঅঅঅঅঅঅ  অ  অঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅঅ 

15 Jan. 
2026 

Prothom Alo 
(https://www.prothom
alo.com/business/econ
omics/z449dyaw6l) 
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16 Regulator defends Bank Company Act amendment 
Amendment to massively change bank board formation 
Bangladesh Bank governor Dr Ahsan H. Mansur has said the proposed legal changes are vital for enforcing 
governance in the banking sector through management streamlining, and expects government approval shortly. The 
proposed amendment to the existing Bank Company Act passed through the ministry concerned, he told journalists 
Thursday, on a note of optimism that it might get government's seal of approval within this month. "It's now under 
the government consideration. We expect the government will take decision regarding the matter within this 
month," the BB governor told the reporters in an emergency press briefing meant to dispel any confusion. 
Once the amendment is passed, he said, there will be some massive change in terms of formation of bank board. 
"Some quarters might not like it but the proposed changes in the existing Bank Company Act are needed to ensure 
good governance in the financial sector," he said.  
According to the draft, the number of directors will be reduced. Family directorship in the banks will be curtailed 
to two in place of five and their tenure will be three years in each of two terms. 
Now a family director can stay on the bank board twelve years in a row, according to the latest Bank Company Act 
amended in 2023. 

16 Jan. 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc
ialexpress.com.bd/first-
page/restoring-
macroeconomic-
stability-rests-on-
revenue-policy-upgrade-
1768588161?date=17-
01-2026) 

 

17 MULTI-STAKEHOLDER REFORM TASKFORCE RINGS ALERT 

Restoring macroeconomic stability rests on revenue policy upgrade 
A time-bound structural and policy rejig of the revenue system is imperative for restoring and sustaining 
Bangladesh's macroeconomic stability as insufficient domestic resources upend government plans and generate 
overall volatility. To this end, a multi-stakeholder taskforce on revenue reform is likely to recommend that the 
government complete major tax-policy reforms in near and midterms within next five years, beginning under the 
current interim government and finishing under the upcoming elected one.  
The 'National Taskforce on Tax Restructuring', formed in October last following the political regime change, in 
order to review the country's revenue framework, is scheduled to submit its report by January 31, 2026, in line with 
its mandate. The taskforce will focus on structural adjustments and development of the overall tax framework to 
help Bangladesh achieve its fiscal goals. 
Talking to The Financial Express, Dr Zaidi Sattar, who heads the taskforce, said the report would place strong 
emphasis on revenue-policy reforms aimed at removing longstanding bottlenecks to trade and investment. 

17 Jan. 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc
ialexpress.com.bd/first-
page/restoring-
macroeconomic-
stability-rests-on-
revenue-policy-upgrade-
1768588161?date=17-
01-2026) 

 

18 জাপেসংঘ প্রপেপিপিেসলে োংলাসেি স ে স্থপগে 

স্বসপান্নত শেসের (এেডিডে) তাডেকা শর্সক শের হওোর ডেষসে োংোসেসের োডে থক প্রস্তুডত পয থাসোিিা ও ডিস সের অেস্থাি  ািাসত 

িেডত মাসে ঢাকাে আোর কর্া ডেে  াডতেংসের একটট প্রডতডিডধেসের। শেই েসে োংোসেসের এেডিডে–উত্তরণ ডেষসে ২১ 

 ািুোডর একটট স্বাধীি প্রস্তুডতমূেক মূেযােি প্রডতসেেি উপস্থাপসির কর্া ডেে। ডকন্তু এর আসগই  াডতেংে প্রডতডিডধেসের েফর 

আপাতত স্থডগত করা হসেসে। িতুি শকাসিা তাডরখ এখসিা ডিধ থাডরত হেডি।  াডতেংসের আন্ডার শেসিটাডর শ িাসরে ও পঞ্চম 

এেডিডে েসেেসির মহােডিে রাোে ফাডতমার শিতৃসে প্রডতডিডধেেটটর ঢাকাে আোর কর্া ডেে।  াতীে েংেে ডিে থািসির যুজি 

শেডখসে অন্তে থতী েরকাসরর পে শর্সক েফসরর ডেষসে ‘িা’  ািাসিা হসেসে েসে েংডিষ্ট েূেগুসো  াডিসেসে।  

োডণ য মন্ত্রণােে ও অর্ থনিডতক েম্পকথ ডেভাগ (ইআরডি) েূসে  ািা শগসে, আগামী মাসে ডিে থাডিত েরকার োডেে শিওোর পর 

েেটট োংোসেে েফর করসত পাসর। 

17 Jan. 
2026 

Prothom Alo 
(https://www.prothom
alo.com/business/econ
omics/iml2xrss0q) 
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