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Summary of Business News – 97 

Important Trade and Economic News Published in Various Newspapers during 02 - 15 March 2026 
 
Sl. No. News / Events 

 
Date Source Remarks 

01 POSSIBLE STRAIT OF HORMUZ CLOSURE AMID MIDDLE EAST TENSION 

Exporters fear longer lead times, higher costs 

Bangladesh's exporters are bracing for longer shipment lead times and higher freight costs amid fears that an 

escalation of the Middle East conflict could disrupt key global trade routes, particularly the Strait of Hormuz. 

Businesses say prolonged instability may suspend flights through major Gulf transit hubs, delay cargo movement, 

inflate freight charges, and disrupt energy supplies, thus putting fresh pressure on an already fragile external trade 

sector. 

Industry leaders warn that any shutdown of the Strait of Hormuz, a critical maritime chokepoint, will sharply raise 

transport costs. A significant portion of vessels sailing from the Chittagong Port to Europe pass through the strait. 

If the route becomes inaccessible, ships will have to reroute via longer corridors, such as the Cape of Good Hope, 

extending transit times by thousands of kilometres and driving up freight expenses. 

02 March 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc
ialexpress.com.bd/last-
page/exporters-fear-
longer-lead-times-
higher-costs-
1772389563?date=02-
03-2026) 

 

02 Exports keep falling for 7 months 
February shipments decline again as RMG exports contract and global demand weakens 

 
Bangladesh's merchandise-export earnings remained under pressure in February 2026, extending a prolonged 

period of decline amid weakening global demand and mounting external headwinds. The latest data show that the 

country's external-trade sector has yet to regain momentum, with readymade garment (RMG) shipments, the 

mainstay of exports, continuing to contract. 

While several smaller sectors posted modest growth, exporters warn that geopolitical tensions, US tariff measures 

and intensifying competition from regional rivals are compounding the challenges facing the country's export 

engine. 

03 March 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc
ialexpress.com.bd/first-
page/exports-keep-
falling-for-7-months-
1772473604?date=03-
03-2026) 
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03 BB eases renewal rules for continuous loans until 2027 
Bangladesh Bank (BB) has relaxed rules for the renewal of continuous loans, allowing banks to renew such 
facilities before they turn non-performing, in a move aimed at supporting businesses amid prevailing economic 
challenges. The central bank issued a circular today stating that banks must initiate the renewal process at least 
two months before a loan’s expiry. 

03 March 
2026 

The Daily Star  
(BB eases renewal 
rules for continuous 
loans until 2027 | The 
Daily Star) 

 

04 BBS conducts country’s first labour demand survey 
The Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) is conducting the country’s first Labour Demand Survey 2025 to 
generate demand-side labour data and guide employment, training and skills development policies. The data are 
now being processed, with findings expected by June. “We are now processing the data. Once completed, the 
much-anticipated findings will be unveiled by June,” said a senior BBS official involved with the survey. The 
survey, conducted in partnership with the International Labour Organisation (ILO), covered 2,000 industrial 
establishments nationwide -- each employing more than 10 workers -- between October and November last year. 

04 March 
2026 

The Daily Star  
(BBS conducts 
country’s first labour 
demand survey | The 
Daily Star) 

 

05 Shooting taxation trouble of double audits 

Combined auditing system soon to relieve taxpayers' pain, plug tax evasion 
Taxpayers may soon sigh with relief from the rigours of responding separately to multiple queries from tax and 
VAT officials as the government's revenue authority is integrating its outmoded auditing system. A joint audit 
system for income tax and VAT (value-added tax) payers is set to be launched with a twin-purpose: to remedy 
taxpayer vacation and curb tax evasion through inter-agency data sharing. Both individual and corporate taxpayers 
will no longer have to respond to the same queries or submit the same documents twice. 
Income-tax and VAT officials will conduct audits simultaneously to obtain a comprehensive picture of a taxpayer's 
financial position. 

05 March 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc

ialexpress.com.bd/first-

page/combined-

auditing-system-soon-

to-relieve-taxpayers-

pain-plug-tax-evasion-

1772644222) 

 

06 Finance ministry weighs impacts of ME war on economy 
Next cabinet meet to discuss, decide next course of actions 

Officials at the ministry of finance have started assessing the possible impacts of the ongoing war in the Middle 
East on Bangladesh's economy and ways to manage the potential financial burden arising from it, sources said. The 
ministry launched the study on Thursday following instructions from the government high-ups. Officials said the 
ministry has been asked to submit a report before the next cabinet meeting, where the issue will be discussed to 
decide the next course of action. 
On February 28, Israel and the United States launched airstrikes on Iran, and the attacks have continued for six 
days as of Thursday. Iran has retaliated by targeting Israeli positions and US military bases in several Middle 
Eastern countries, spreading the conflict across the Gulf region and leaving hundreds dead. 

06 March 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc

ialexpress.com.bd/first-

page/finance-ministry-

weighs-impacts-of-me-

war-on-economy-

1772731407?date=06-

03-2026) 

 

07 Gas rationing shuts five urea factories 
Authorities have shut five of the country’s six urea fertiliser factories as a precaution amid fears of gas supply 
disruptions caused by the widening war in the Middle East and Iran’s closure of the Hormuz Strait, a key global 
energy route. From Wednesday, gas supplies to the urea plants, including one privately owned unit, were 
suspended as part of an energy rationing, said officials at the state-run Bangladesh Chemical Industries 
Corporation (BCIC). 

06 March 
2026 

The Daily Star  
(Gas rationing shuts 
five urea factories | 
The Daily Star) 
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08 A SAVING GRACE: HORMUZ SEEMS FREE FOR ALL BUT US, ITS ALLIES 

Govt goes for gas rationing as Gulf turmoil pinches 
Export goods manufacturers worry, textiles owners report insufficient gas supply 

 
Export goods manufacturers worry and textiles owners report insufficient gas supply as the government goes for 

fuel rationing for vehicles across Bangladesh to make do with reserves amid the veritable gulf Armageddon. 

However, latest reports mention a saving grace: Tehran has relaxed the blockade on the Strait Hormuz for China 

and other countries but the United States at war on Iran and US allies.  

Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation (BPC) Friday introduced temporary limits on fuel sales at filling stations in 

order to prevent panic buying and ensure an orderly distribution system.  

07 March 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc
ialexpress.com.bd/first-
page/govt-goes-for-gas-
rationing-as-gulf-
turmoil-pinches-
1772819822?date=07-
03-2026) 

 

09 PRICE RISES, FUELED PARTLY BY POLL SPLURGE, MAKE LIVING COSTLIER 

Inflation leaps above 9.0pc 
Official Feb count highest in nine months 

Inflation makes a quantum leap to 9.13 per cent by official count for February, the highest level in nine months, 

making living costlier especially for the commoners. According to official data released Sunday, the 

macroeconomic parameter was heated up largely by rising food prices. Economists also find election-time splurge 

as another push. The latest figures from the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) show inflation has now 

increased for four consecutive months, adding further pressure for households already struggling with a prolonged 

period of high cost of living. 

Food inflation rose to 9.30 per cent in February, while non-food inflation stood at 9.01 per cent, according to BBS 

findings. Food prices have risen for five straight months, indicating persistent volatility in the supply and pricing of 

essential commodities. The February inflation rate marks the highest since May last year, when overall inflation 

was recorded at 9.05 per cent. 

09 March 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc
ialexpress.com.bd/first-
page/inflation-leaps-
above-90pc-
1772991649) 
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10 Expanded private sector pushes up Feb PMI to 55.7 

The private sector activity in the country expanded at a faster pace in February, driven by stronger growth in 

agriculture, manufacturing, and services, although the construction sector slipped back into contraction, according 

to the latest Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI). The Bangladesh PMI rose to 55.7 in February, up from 53.9 in 

January, signifying a quicker expansion in overall economic activity, data released on Sunday showed. 

The survey, jointly developed by the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Dhaka and Policy 

Exchange of Bangladesh with technical support from the Singapore Institute of Purchasing and Materials 

Management, is based on monthly responses from more than 500 private-sector firms. 

09 March 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc
ialexpress.com.bd/first-
page/expanded-private-
sector-pushes-up-feb-
pmi-to-557-
1772991831) 

 

11 A PRACTICAL ROADMAP FOR ECONOMIC RECOVERY 

Forming PM-led national committee stressed for quick-fire policy execution 

A premier trade chamber presents a roadmap for the new government and urges it to take decisive steps within its 

first 100 days to stabilise the economy, strengthen financial management and restore private-sector confidence. The 

Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCI) Monday rolled out the plan of urgent dos in its policy 

publication titled 'Reviving Private Sector-Led Economic Growth: Critical Issues and Priorities Facing the New 

Government in Bangladesh'. 

Jointly prepared by the MCCI and the think-tank Policy Exchange Bangladesh, the policy paper was presented at 

the chamber's office in Gulshan, where noted economists and business leaders also spoke on contingency planning 

for economic stability amid the Mideast war. The speakers also stressed that Bangladesh must move beyond short-

term crisis management and focus on deeper structural reforms to revive growth, strengthen institutions and restore 

investor confidence. 

10 March 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc
ialexpress.com.bd/last-
page/forming-pm-led-
national-committee-
stressed-for-quick-fire-
policy-execution-
1773079262) 

 

12 High-powered body formed to devise Crisis Management Plan 

The government has formed a high-level cabinet committee to devise a "Crisis Management Plan", aimed at 

safeguarding Bangladesh's economic stability in the face of ongoing wars and geopolitical tensions in different 

parts of the world, sources said. According to a document of the Prime Minister's Office (PMO), the main tasks of 

the ministerial panel will be to formulate strategies to help mitigate potential external shocks that could affect the 

country's economy, trade, energy supply and food security. 

Headed by the minister of the Ministry of Finance, the high-powered body is also composed of ministers from 

several key ministries, including Local Government, Rural Development and Co-operatives, Health and Family 

Welfare, Power, Energy and Mineral Resources, Commerce, Expatriates' Welfare and Overseas Employment and 

Food. The Finance Division under the Ministry of Finance will provide secretarial support to the committee and 

coordinate its activities, according to another document. The committee was formed at the last cabinet meeting 

with Prime Minister Tarique Rahman in the Chair, an official source said. 

10 March 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc
ialexpress.com.bd/last-
page/high-powered-
body-formed-to-devise-
crisis-management-
plan-
1773079314#google_vig
nette) 
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13 Bhutan seeks free trade agreement with Bangladesh 
Bangladesh has asked Bhutan to submit a proposal for a possible free trade agreement (FTA) after the Himalayan 
kingdom expressed interest in upgrading existing bilateral trade ties from the current preferential trade 
agreement (PTA). Once the proposal arrives, it will be sent to the technical committee on trade for scrutiny 
before a final decision is taken, Commerce Secretary Mahbubur Rahman told The Daily Star today. The 
development came on the final day of a two-day visit to Dhaka by a commerce secretary-level delegation from 
Bhutan. 

10 March 
2026 

The Daily Star  
(Bangladesh Bhutan 
Free Trade Agreement 
| Bhutan seeks free 
trade agreement with 
Bangladesh | The Daily 
Star) 

 

14 Foreign investors’ repatriation limit raised to Tk 100cr 
The Bangladesh Bank has relaxed rules on repatriating capital by foreign investors, allowing banks to approve 
overseas transfers of up to Tk 100 crore from share sales without prior approval from the BB. The central bank 
issued a circular in this regard on Monday. The new provision significantly raised the threshold from the previous 
limit of Tk 10 crore. The measure applies to foreign investors selling shares in private and public limited 
companies that are not listed on the stock exchanges. Under the revised rules, authorised dealer banks can 
independently process repatriation of sale proceeds of up to Tk 100 crore if the fair value of the transaction is 
determined by an independent valuer using approved valuation methods. 
The Bangladesh Bank said that the move was aimed at simplifying procedures and creating a more investment-
friendly environment to attract foreign direct investment. Previously, most transactions involving the repatriation 
of capital by foreign investors required prior approval from the central bank, which often delayed the process. 

10 March 
2026 

New Age  
(https://www.newageb

d.net/post/trade-

commerce/293516/forei

gn-investors-

repatriation-limit-

raised-to-tk-100cr) 

 

15 জ্বালানি–সংকটের কারটে চ্যাটলটের মুটে পেয সরবরাহ 

জজজজজজজজ–জজজজজজ  জজজজজ  জজজজজজজজজজজ জজজজজজজজ জজজজ  জজজজজজজজজ জজজজজজ জজজজজজজজজ জজজজজজ  জজজজজজজ জজজ  জজজজ জজজজজ জ জজজজ 

জজজজজজজজজজ জজজজজজ জজজজজজজ জজজজজজ জজজজ জজজজজজ  জজজজ  জজজজজ জজজ জজজজ , জজজজজজজজ জজজজজ  জজজজজ  জজজজজজজজজজজজজজজ জজ  

জজজজজজজ  জজজজজজজ জজজজজজ  জজজজজজ জজজ জজজজ জজ–জ  জজ , জজজজজজজজ–জজজজজ  জজজজজজজজজজজজজ জজজজ জজজজজজজ  জজজজজজ জজজ  জজজজ জজজজজ জ 

জজজজজজজজজ জজজজজজজজজ  জজ  জজজ জজজজ জজজজজজজজজজজ জজজজজজজ জজজজজজজ জজজজজ  জজজজজজজ  জজজজজজজ, জজজজজজজজ জ  জজজজ  জজজজজ জজজজজজজজজজ 

জজজ  জজজজজজজ জজজজজজজজজজজ জজজজ জজজজ জজজজজজজজ জজজজজজজজ জজজজজজজ জজজজ  জ জজজজজ জজজজজজজজজ জজজজ  জজজজজজজ  জজজ  জজজজ  জজজজজ  

জজজজজজ  জজজজজজজ জজজজজজজ জ  জজজজজ জজজজ  জজজজজজজজজ জজজজজ  জজজজ জ 

10 March 
2026 

Prothom Alo  
(https://www.prothom
alo.com/business/econ
omics/6winaqeroz) 

 

16 Middle East war threatens Bangladesh's migrant jobs 
Prolonged conflict could disrupt overseas employment, remittance inflows 

Bangladesh's heavy dependence on overseas employment in the Middle East has come under serious threat amid 

the escalating war in the region, exposing the vulnerability of millions of migrant workers, particularly those 

engaged in low-skilled jobs. Migrants and experts warn that if the conflict persists, new overseas employment 

opportunities could shrink while existing jobs may be lost, potentially slowing remittance inflows that are vital to 

Bangladesh's economy. 

According to the International Organization for Migration (IOM), Bangladesh is the sixth-largest migrant-sending 

country, with over 11 million Bangladeshi migrants working worldwide. Of the total, around 70 to 74 per cent are 

semi- or low-skilled workers, according to an analysis by the Refugee and Migratory Movements Research Unit 

(RMMRU). 

11 March 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc
ialexpress.com.bd/last-
page/middle-east-war-
threatens-bangladeshs-
migrant-jobs-
1773166591) 
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17 A UN mission due next month to assess BD's graduation readiness 
Bilateral meetings with top govt leaders including PM scheduled 

A high-profile mission of the United Nations (UN) is scheduled to visit Dhaka next month to present its findings 
on Bangladesh's graduation readiness assessment, although Bangladesh government has sought a three-year 
postponement of its graduation from LDC category. According to a UN official communication, the mission of the 
High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island 
Developing States (UN-OHRLLS) is expected to visit Bangladesh from April 03 to April 07, 2026 to share the 
results and conclusions of the country's 'Graduation Readiness Assessment'. The delegation will be led by UN 
Under-Secretary-General and High Representative Rabab Fatima. 
During the visit, a half-day high-level multi-stakeholder consultation is scheduled to be held in Dhaka on April 5, 
where the UN team will discuss the assessment findings and the proposed pathway for Bangladesh's smooth and 
sustainable transition from the Least Developed Country (LDC) category. 
The UN delegation has also requested bilateral meetings with several top government leaders during the visit, 
including Prime Minister Tarique Rahman, Foreign Minister Khalilur Rahman, Finance and Planning Minister 
Amir Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury and Commerce Minister Khandaker Abdul Muktadir, it was learnt. 

11 March 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc

ialexpress.com.bd/first-

page/a-un-mission-due-

next-month-to-assess-

bds-graduation-

readiness-1773166287) 

 

18 Bangladesh, Indonesia move to fast-track trade pact 
Bangladesh and Indonesia have agreed to accelerate negotiations on a Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA) to 
expand bilateral trade and deepen economic cooperation. The discussions took place during a courtesy call by 
Indonesian Ambassador Listyowati on State Minister for Foreign Affairs Shama Obaed Islam at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in Dhaka, according to a ministry press release. The ambassador congratulated the state minister 
on assuming office and conveyed Indonesia's greetings to the new Bangladeshi government. 

11 March 
2026 

The Business 
Standard (TBS)  
(https://www.tbsnews.net
/foreign-
policy/bangladesh-
indonesia-move-fast-track-
trade-pact-1384226) 

 

19 Borrowers can now lien treasury bond investments to take loans 
Commercial banks have been allowed to lend to customers against treasury bonds held as collateral. In a circular 
issued today (11 March), Bangladesh Bank instructed banks to provide loans of up to 75% of the face value of 
treasury bonds owned by customers. However, the outstanding loan amount, including interest, must not exceed 
the bond's face value, the circular said, with immediate effect. The central bank said the directive was issued in 
response to growing interest among banks in accepting treasury bonds as collateral for overdraft facilities or term 
loans. 

11 March 
2026 

The Business 
Standard (TBS)  
(Borrowers can now 
lien treasury bond 
investments to take 
loans | The Business 
Standard) 

 

20 FINANCE DIV ASSESSMENT 

Major economic impact unlikely in short term 
Any significant impact of the ongoing Middle East war on Bangladesh's economy is unlikely in shorter term, a 
finance division assessment concludes, but predicts a bite if the conflict prolongs. The finance division also does 
not see any possibility of big shortages of fuel oils and gas in the country during the same period, sources have 
said.  
Such is the assessment done on instruction from the cabinet division, they said, and already submitted to Finance 
and Planning Minister Amir Khasru Mahmud Chowdhury. The report may be submitted to the next cabinet 
meeting of the newly formed government to decide about next course of actions through contingency planning. 

12 March 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc

ialexpress.com.bd/first-

page/major-economic-

impact-unlikely-in-

short-term-1773250864) 
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21 BD seeks US ban waiver to import Russian energy 
Dhaka focused on maximising benefits within framework, says finance minister about US-BD pact 

Bangladesh Wednesday formally requested a temporary waiver of United States sanctions to import energy from 

Russia to mitigate fuel crunch amid the Middle East tensions triggered by US-Israel war on Iran. Finance Minister 

Amir Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury conveyed the request to US Ambassador Brent T. Christensen during a 

courtesy meeting at the minister's office in Dhaka's Sher-e-Bangla Nagar. 

"The US has already granted a waiver to India, allowing it to temporarily purchase Russian oil. Bangladesh is 

seeking a similar waiver," the minister told journalists after the meeting. If India was given this opportunity, he 

hopes, Bangladesh should also be considered, as it would provide significant support to the country, which has 

limited alternatives at hand. 

Ambassador Christensen indicated that he would forward Bangladesh's request to Washington for further 

consideration, the finance minister said. 

12 March 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc
ialexpress.com.bd/first-
page/bd-seeks-us-ban-
waiver-to-import-
russian-energy-
1773250711) 

 

22 বাংলাটেটের উৎপােি োটে অনেনরক্ত সক্ষমো আটে নক িা, েেন্ত করটে যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 

জজজজজজ  জজজজ জজজজজজজজ জজজজজজজ জ  জজজজজজজজ জজজজজজ  জজজ  জজজজজ জজ  জজ, জজ জজজজজ  জজজজজ  জজজজজজজজজজ  জজজজজজজ জজজজ  

জজজজজ  জজজজজজজজ জজজজজ জজজজ জজজজজ  জজজজজজজজজজজজজ জজজজজজজজজজজজজজ জজজজজজজ জজজজজজজজজ জজজজজজ  জজজজজজজ জজজজজজ জ  জজজজজ জজজজজ জজজজজ  জজজজ 

জজজজজ  জজজজজজ জজ  জজজজজ  জজজজজজজজজজজ জজজজজজজজজজজজজজ জজজজজজজ জজজজজজজজজজ জজজজজ জ  জজজজ জজজজজজজজজ  

জজজজজজজজজজজজজজ জজজজ  জজজজজ  জজজজজজজ জজজজজ  জজজ  জজজজজ জজজজ জজজজজজজ জ  জজজজজ জজজ  জজজজ জজজজজজ জজ জজজজজজ জজজজজ  জজজজ জজজ, 

জজ জজজ  জজজজজজজজজ জজজজজজজজ  জজজজ, জজজজজজজ জজ জজজজজজজজজজজজ  জজজজজজজজজজজজজজ জজজজজজজজজ জজজজ জজজজজজজজ  জজ জজজজজজজজজজ জজ  জজ 

জজজ  জজ  জজজজজ  জজজজজজজজজজজজজজ জজজজজজজ জজজজজজজজজজজ জজজজজ জজ  জজজ জজজজজজজজজজ  জজজ  জজ জজজজ  জজজজজ  জজজজজজজজ জ  জজজজজ জজজ  জজজ, 

জজজ  জজজজজজজ  জজজ  জজজ, জজজজজজজজ  জজজজজজজ , জজজজজজজজজ, জজজজজজজজজজজজজ, জজজজজজ, জজজজজজজজজজজজ, জজজজজজজজজজজ, জজজজজজজজজজ, 

জজজজজজজজজজ, জজজজজজ জজজজজজজ, জজজজজজজজজ, জজজজজজজজ, জজজজজজজজ, জজজজজ  জ  জজজজ জ 

12 March 
2026 

Prothom Alo  
(https://www.prothom
alo.com/business/econ
omics/ob4ptvy25c) 

 

23 Adoption of ‘product traceability strategy’ to ease EU market access 

Bangladesh must develop a national product traceability strategy to ensure sustainable production and maintain 

smooth access to the European Union (EU) market, speakers at a policy discussion said on Thursday. They warned 

that failure to prepare for the EU's emerging sustainability regulations could jeopardise a significant portion of the 

country's export earnings, as global trade standards increasingly demand verifiable environmental and labour 

compliance. The call came at the first meeting of the Policy Coordination Unit (PCU) at the Ministry of 

Commerce, where participants reviewed a study on Bangladesh's readiness to comply with the EU's Ecodesign for 

Sustainable Products Regulation (ESPR) and discussed the development of a national strategy on product 

traceability. 

The meeting was organised by the Ministry of Commerce in collaboration with the German development agency 

Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) under the STILE-II project. It reviewed the 

findings of a 'Gap Analysis and Needs Assessment' conducted by Business Initiative Leading Development 

(BUILD). 

13 March 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc
ialexpress.com.bd/trade
-market/adoption-of-
product-traceability-
strategy-to-ease-eu-
market-access-
1773333854?date=13-
03-2026) 
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24 Forced labour and industrial overcapacity under US probe 
Bangladesh among 60 countries fall under latest American trade scrutiny, after tariff wars 

 

Bangladesh is among 60 countries coming under latest two-pronged US trade scrutiny over forced labour and 

industrial overcapacity, hot on the heels of tariff wars. The United States launched Thursday investigations into 60 

countries that also include China, India and the European Union over what is stated as failure to act on forced 

labour. The probe move came a day after US trade ambassador Jamieson Greer launched a trade investigation into 

the manufacturing sectors of 16 economies, including Bangladesh, over excess industrial capacity and production 

in these countries that are said to be undermining US industrialisation efforts. 

Initiated by the US Trade Representative (USTR), the Thursday-launched investigations under Section 301(b) of 

the Trade Act of 1974 will determine policies and practices "related to the failure to impose and effectively enforce 

a ban on the importation of goods produced with forced labour" and whether these burden or restrict US 

commerce. The 60 economies subject to these rechecks are the largest trading partners of the United States. 

14 March 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc
ialexpress.com.bd/first-
page/forced-labour-
and-industrial-
overcapacity-under-us-
probe-
1773425430?date=14-
03-2026) 

 

25 Building second unit at ERL 
Islamic Development Bank agrees to lend $1.0b 
Total cost Tk 354.65b or $2.89b 

An Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) mission has assured Bangladesh of providing US$1.0 billion in loan for 

setting up a 3.0-million-tonne-capacity oil refinery, officials say and hope it would cut import dependence for 

petroleum fuels.  

The IsDB technical team extensively reviewed the ERL capacity during its 4-day mission on March 8-11 and 

agreed to provide the $1.0-billion financing package in phases for financing the Eastern Refinery Limited (ERL) 

Unit-2 project, a senior Economic Relations Division (ERD) official said Saturday.  

15 March 
2026 

The Financial Express  
(https://today.thefinanc
ialexpress.com.bd/first-
page/islamic-
development-bank-
agrees-to-lend-10b-
1773507809) 
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